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Works such as this are like watches: the best
cannot be expected to be perfect, and the
worst is better than none.
(adapted from a saying of Dr. Samuel Johnson)
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PREFACE
One hundred and twenty-five years ago the first Catholic mission was established
on the East African mainland since the time when the Mombasa Martyrs gave up
their lives rather than their faith in 1631. It belonged to the immense Prefecture of
Zanguebar which stretched along some 2000 coastal miles from Cape Delgado in
the South to Cape Guardafui, opposite Arabia, in the North and had no limits to the
interior. This Prefecture was established in 1860 by the Holy See and from 1863
on it was staffed by the Congregation of the Holy Spirit. For the location of the first
mission on the mainland the Fathers chose a spot near the tiny village called
Bagamoyo.
This name, they said, meant "to the heart" of Africa: it was then the location for
travel inland by caravan. At that time such caravans were mostly composed of
people bent on raiding inland villages for men, women, and children destined for
the slave markets of Zanzibar. The Spiritans, however, viewed Bagamoyo as the
starting point of their caravans to bring the Good News of Christ to the people of
Africa.
It seem fitting to commemorate those who participated in the founding of the
Bagamoyo mission and their successors by compiling brief biographies of them in
this Spiritan East Africa Memorial.
Many expatriate Spiritans have shared in bringing the Christian faith to East
Africa, but it should be noted that as early as 1872 Africans themselves began to
join the Congregation of the Holy Spirit in that task. And among the Spiritan
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expatriates we find representatives of almost every nation in Europe, from North
America and the West Indies, as well as from India and islands in the Indian Ocean.
The Spiritan mission in East Africa never was a nationalistic enterprise o f a
colonizing European power.
This memorial does not include expatriate Spiritans who came to East Africa only
as official or unofficial visitors or for study purposes only.

Likewise not included

are those who stayed for less than two years of apostolic work, unless they died in
East Africa. Included, however, are the few who died on route to or from that area.
As to Spiritans born in Africa, all those who died after their profession are included,
but not those who withdrew from the Congregation before engaging in its ministry.
Living Spiritan Fathers and Brothers are included, but not candidates who are still
in their formative years.

The listings are by date of arrival in East Africa for

expatriates, by date of ordination or of profession, whichever comes last, for those
of African origin.
Some biographies are regrettably short. Wars, persecution and other causes
often interfered with the publication of obituaries, so that the task of writing about
them in this memorial became very difficult.
Regarding Spiritan Associates, i.e., lay people who came from abroad or were
born in Africa and joined the Congregation's apostolate, I regretfully was unable to
include more than just a few of them for lack of information. In most cases their
names are not even mentioned in the directories and, when they are, no additional
data are supplied.
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My thanks are due to all who have contributed to the writing of this memorial and,
in particular, to the Fathers Leo Layden and Sean Farragher of Ireland, Fr. Otto
van den Brink of the Netherlands, the Fathers Joseph Garrard and Henri Littner of
the General Archives of the Congregation in France, Fr. Vincent O'Grady of the
Generalate, the Fathers Francis J. Caffrey and Martin Keane of Kenya, and to the
recently deceased Fr. Joseph Rath of Germany, whose

Mortuarium der Deutsche□

Proyjnz filled the gaps in information about German Spiritans. Finally, I wish to
thank Mrs. Virginia Sedor, who with her usual competence has produced this work
on her word processor and taken care of its layout.
For omissions I offer my apologies and I also welcome any corrections of
mistakes, which in a work like this are inevitable.
Henry J. Koren, CSSp
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ACRONYMS USED FOR
COUNTRIES AND NON-AUTONOMOUS AREAS
ALG
ANG
AUS
AZO
B
BRZ
BWN
CA
CAM
CAN
COM
CON
CRT
D
EG
ETH
F
GB
GBN
GHA
GLP
GMB

GNA
GNB
GNE
GRN
HTI
IND
IRL
IT
IVC

KEN

LIB
LTA
MDG

MEX

Algeria
Angola
Australia
Azores
Belgium
Brazil
Botswana
Central Africa
Cameroons
Canada
Comoros Islands
Congo
Croatia
Germany
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia
France
Great Britain
Gabon
Ghana
Guadeloupe
Gambia
Guyana
Guinea-Bissau
Guinea
Grenada
Haiti
India
Ireland
Italy
Ivory Coast
Kenya
Liberia
Lithuania
Madagascar
Mexico

MLI
MLW
MON
MRA
MRT
MTQ
MZQ
NAM

NGA

NL
OST

PAP

POL

PR

PRU

PRY
PTG

RUN

RUS
SA
SDN
SEN
SL
SP
SPM
SVK
SW
TT
TZA
UGN
USA
VI
WI
ZMB
ZRE
ZZB

Mali
Malawi
Monaco
Mauritania
Mauritius
Martinique
Mozambique
Namibia
Nigeria
Netherlands
Austria
Papua New Guinea
Poland
Puerto Rico
Peru
Paraguay
Portugal
Reunion
Russia
South Africa
Sudan
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Spain
St. Pierre et Miquelon
Slovakia
Switzerland
Trinidad and Tobago
Tanzania
Uganda
United States of America
Virgin Islands
West Indies
Zambia
Zaire
Zanzibar
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ABBREVIATIONS USED FOR MAJOR SPIRITAN COMMUNITIES
Baarle-Nassau, Netherlands,novitiate and technical training school for Brothers
Beauvais, France, college and junior seminary
Blackrock, Ireland, college and junior seminary
Blotzheim, Alsace, junior seminary
Broich, Germany, junior seminary and gymnasium
Castelnaudary, France, college and junior seminary
Cellule, France, junior seminary, orphanage and trade school
Chevilly, France, senior seminary, novitiate, and trade school for Brothers,
orphanage
Cornwells, U.S.A., one time novitiate and senior seminary, then junior seminary
and preparatory school
Donaueschingen, Germany, junior seminary
Duquesne, U.S.A., Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA; until 1910 called Holy
Ghost College
Epinal, France, junior seminary and college
Ferndale, U.S.A., mostly senior seminary in Norwalk, CT.
Gernert, Netherlands, one time junior seminary, then senior seminary
Gennep, Netherlands, novitiate for future priests of Congregation; now
retirement facility
Heimbach, Germany, novitiate for future priests
Kilshane, Ireland, novitiate for future priests
Kimmage, Ireland, senior seminary; also retirement community
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Knechtsteden, Germany, junior and senior seminaries, Brothers' novitiate and
training school, retirement home, museum, gymnasium, shrine, etc.
Langonnet, France, junior and senior seminaries, orphanage, retirement
community etc.
Menden, Germany, junior seminary
Merville, France, college and junior seminary
Mesnieres, France, college, junior seminary, trade school, grade school
Neufgrange, Alsace, novitiate junior seminary
Neuscheuem, see Neufgrange
Orly, France, (also known as Grignion), novitiate, orphanage
Rathmines, Ireland, St. Mary's college; also one time novitiate
Ridgefield, U.S.A., novitiate
Rockwell, Ireland, college and junior seminary
Saint-llan, France, orphanage, trade school
Saint-Michel, France, orphanage and trade school
Saveme, junior seminary
Speyer, Germany, house for late vocations
Weert, Netherlands, junior seminary
Zabem, see Saveme
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OTHER SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS
*

+

Abp.
Archd.
Assa.
Bp.
Fr.
Br.
D.

born
died
Archbishop
Archdiocese
Associate
Bishop
Father
Brother
Diocese
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ABBREVIATIONS

Arch.

Archives

B.G.

Bulletin General (of the Congregation), issued since 1857.

Bio.

Bjoqraphjes or Notjces bjoqraphjques 5 volumes, Paris 1908-1917.

E.P.

Etat d u personnel, general directories of the Congregation, issued
since 1885.

IBN

Irish Bjoqraphjca! Mortuary compiled by Fr. Sean Farragher.

MOP

Mortuarium d e r deutschen Provjnz . . . 1857-1975, compiled by Fr. Josef Rath.
Supplements for later years.

swww

A Spiritan Who w a s W h o in North America and Trinidad. 1721-1981.
compiled by Fr. Henry J. Koren. Supplements for later years.
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NOTE ABOUT THE FIRST LINE OF EACH BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
Fr. Peter McCABE 51 IRELAND GB KEN USA TZA
Br. Melchior (John) MEYER 49 GERMANY TZA D KEN CAM
The first name, in lower case letters, is the personal, given or baptismal name of the
individual.
In the case of Brothers, however, the first name is the religious name by which they
were called in the Congregation; the name between brackets, if any, indicates how
one was known before entering the Congregation.
The name in CAPITALS is the family name or the name by which a family is known
in the civil records.
The figure following this name indicates the number of fully lapsed years from birth
till death.
The country or region of origin follows next in CAPITALS but by the name it has at
present. It does not indicate political independence or allegiance. Note that
persons born in Alsace, for purposes of this work, have ALSACE indicated as their
country of origin. Alsace changed hands twice during the period covered here,
from French to German and from German to French. Note that the abbreviation
ALSACE includes also Lorraine.
The capitalized entries after the name of the country indicate countries or regions
where the person in question has worked. See the list of acronyms for the full
names.
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SECTION ONE: THE PERIOD FROM 1863 TO 1913

!
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MAIN EVENTS OF POLITICAL IMPORTANCE
1869
1870

The opening of the Suez Canal provides easy access to East Africa.
Franco-Prussian War

1880s

European powers divide Africa among themselves. Germany gets a
free hand in Tanganyika; the British assume control over Kenya and
later also Uganda; the French take Madagascar and islands in the
area.

1890

British extend their protectorate to Zanzibar and Pemba.
MAIN EVENTS IN CATHOLIC CHURCH

1860

The Holy See establishes the Prefecture of Zanguebar and entrusts it
to Bp. Maupoint of Reunion. He asks the Spiritans to staff it, while
sending three priests to Zanzibar.

1863

The Congregation accepts responsibility for the prefecture. Fr.
Antoine Homer and others arrive in Zanzibar as a stepping stone
toward missions on the continent.

1868

Opening of the first mission on the continent at Bagamoyo.

1870

Opening of the first junior seminary and first Sisters' novitiate in East
Africa at Bagamoyo.

1870

First attempt to found an inland mission in the Ukami region.

1870-76

Franco-Prussian War cuts off resources of Bagamoyo mission; a
cyclone wrecks the two missions of Zanzibar and Bagamoyo; 12
Brothers Sisters die at the average age of 25; for lack of funds the
rebuilding of these supply bases is slow.

1872

A new station opened at Sura, Kenya.

1877

A new mission opened at Mhonda after a nine day trek into the
interior.
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1878

Acting on a secret memorandum of Abp. Lavigerie of Algiers,
Propaganda Fide restricts Spiritan missions in East Africa to the
coastal area, cutting short the Spiritan drive to the interior. The
Spiritans assemble a 300 man caravan for the priests from Algiers en
route to the interior.

1880s

Spiritans open new inland missions at Mandera, Morogoro,
Tununguo, llonga etc.

1887

The Zanguebar vicariate is split into North and South Zanguebar
(O.S.B.; later O.F.M. Cap.)

1892

A new mission opened at Mombasa.

1899

Opening of a new mission at Nairobi.

1902-06

New stations opened in Kenya at Kiambu, Metumi, Zeka River,
Mwanda, Giriama and Mangu.

1904-05

Prefecture of Benadir divided off from North Zanguebar (for O.F.M.)
and Mission of Kenya taken by Consolata.

1906

The Vicariate of North Zanguebar split into Vicariates of Zanzibar and
of Bagamoyo.

1910

Vicariate of Kilimanjaro divided off from Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
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Although this MEMORIAL is limited to Spiritans, we should not forget to pay
homage to some people whose memory is intimately connected with the opening
phase of Catholic evangelization of East Africa.
The Suez Canal began to be dug in 1857; once finished, it would open up that
part of Africa to easier access from Europe. Thus the time was ripe for
implementing the Church's universal mission by establishing foundations in that
part of the world.
Efforts had begun in 1857 to secure a basis on Zanzibar for the Capuchin mission
to the Galla people by a route that would not be blocked by Ethiopia, but they did
not succeed.
Then the Holy See gave the newly named Bishop Armand MAUPOINT of St.
Denis, Reunion, authority to launch what was to become the Zanguebar Mission.
Let us note here that this mission or Prefecture extended along some 2,000
coastal miles from Cape Guardafui, opposite Arabia, in the North to Cape Delgado,
Mozambique, in the south and had no limits to the interior. He remained officially
its Prefect Apostolic till his death in 1871.
The bishop sent Fr. Armand FAVA (1826-1899), his Vicar General, on an
exploratory trip to Zanzibar in 1858; then Fr. Fava, accompanied by two other
priests, Fr. Pierre JEGO and Fr. Casimir SCHIMPFF, a French Navy surgeon, six
Sisters of the Reunion Congregation of the FiUes de Marie, and a few craftsmen,
landed in Zanzibar on December 22, 1860. Fava had secured the Sultan's
permission to establish a base of operations on the island. They would ransom
slaves and train them to become skilled workers and could even let them become
Christians, but they would not attempt to preach Christianity to the wholly lslamized
island.
These three priests all belonged to the so-called colonial clergy trained by the
Spiritans in their Parisian Seminary of the Holy Spirit; they were familiar with the
Congregation's dedication to work with and for people of African origin.
From the start it was understood that, once begun, the new venture would be
entrusted to a religious congregation to secure its permanence. And from the start
Bp. Maupoint had asked the Spiritans to take it. Heavy commitments elsewhere in
Africa and other parts of the wortd delayed the take-over till 1863. When at last the
Spiritans arrived, the diocesan priests gradually withdrew and returned to Reunion.
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I

Fr. Antoine HORNER 52 ALSACE RUN TZA
* June 20, 1827 Schoenenburg

+ May 8, 1880 Cannes, F.

He entered the Notre Dame du Gard scholasticate in 1850, made his vows on
December 27, 1853 and became a priest on April 15, 1854 in Paris. Then he was
appointed to Reunion.
Its bishop sent him to a new parish in the mountains of Salazie, where everything
was still to be done; then two years later transferred him to the St. Bernard's
mountain district, where there was also a leper colony. Things were even in worse
shape there: 2,000 people and hardly anyone of them could even make the sign of
the cross, a straw hut as a rectory, a wretched little chapel ready to collapse and,
worst of all, no one seemed interested in religion. When he began to build a
chapel, they even stole at night the materials he had gathered during the day.
Adding insult to injury, they began calling their dogs by his name.
Yet the goodness and generosity he showed were so great that their disdain
turned into respect and sympathy. One year after his arrival fifty-six of them, mostly
older people, made their first Holy Communion, and the following year he had 108
candidates for confirmation. When in 1858 a tornado wrecked his chapel, the
people pitched in to build a solid new church.
Much of his attention went to the leper colony; he soon became known as the
"leper priest." He was indeed a father to them and they were inconsolable when
they heard the news of his impending departure to East Africa to lead the new
mission to be started there.
On May 28, 1863, after seven years in Reunion, he sailed accompanied by Fr.
Baur, the Brothers Felicien and Celestin and three sisters of the filles de Marje.
They arrived in Zanzibar on June 16. That same evening Fr. Fava handed him the
keys to the mission; from now on he would be in charge of it.
The mission was already well installed in large barrack-like buildings, capable of
holding some 1,200 men, reported a suspicious British consul; they were destined
to house ransomed slaves, a hospital, schools and workshops. What Fr. Fava had
not yet done, however, was pay for them. This unpleasant surprise task fell to Fr.
Homer. He managed to do so in a relatively short time through his appeals in
Europe.
One incident about this matter of money is worth the telling. Receiving a
desperate appeal from him for 100,000 francs, the Spiritan mission procurator in
Paris scribbled in the margin for the guidance of his assistant, "Envoyez quelques
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milles" that is, "Send him a few thousand". His scribble abbreviated guelques in
the French way was qq. Reading it, the assistant read 99 thousand, rounded it off
to 100,000 and dispatched that sum to Fr. Homer. Too late, the Procurator decided
never again to use that abbreviation.
Received in audience by His Majesty, the Sultan of Zanzibar gave him his full
approval and support for the work of ransoming children and educating them to
become professionally trained craftsmen. He faithfully kept his promise and
became a very good friend of the Fathers and Brothers working there and in
Bagamoyo.
While the Sisters staffed the hospital, the Fathers bought children on the slave
market and raised them in "orphanages" cum trade schools, staffed by Brothers
and Sisters. As Zanzibar itself was fully islamized, it offered no prospects for
evangelization, except among workers from the mainland who came in search of
work. The future of the mission lay there and, from the start, the Fathers intended to
open a base on the continent from which they could start their inland penetration
until their successors could shake hands with their confreres coming from the West
Coast somewhere in the middle of the continent.
After exploratory trips to and on the coast in 1863, 1864 and a wide-ranging one
in 1866, Fr. Homer decided that Bagamoyo was indeed the only place that could
serve as the gateway to the heart of Africa. The very word Bagamoyo, he thought,
meant "to the heart". He made a quick trip to collect funds for the planned
foundation in Europe and on March 4, 1868 he and Fr. Machon settled there.
Provisional shelters went up and on July 17 a big wooden cross was erected and
blessed in the selected area, about half a mile from the tiny town of Bagamoyo.
Gradually the main workshops and schools, as well as the orphans and young
married couples were transferred from Zanzibar to Bagamoyo. The mission was
becoming a small town all by itself and even a pre-seminary with a dozen
candidates began to function in it. Seven Sisters arrived on November 4, 1869.
Two years later when Henry Stanley visited the mission, there were ten Fathers
and Brothers, numerous workshops with apprentice carpenters, blacksmiths,
mechanical engineers, boat builders, a Christian village, orphanages, schools,
convent, church etc.
In 1870 Fr. Homer began the push to the interior with a caravan of forty porters to
the kingdom of Ukami ruled by King Kingaru and to other places in that area. It did
not lead, however, to a foundation because the king could not offer sufficient
guarantees for its security. Then new pushes inland had to be postponed because
the Franco-Prussian War had dried up funds for such an undertaking. An added
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reason was that epidemics, including cholera, had started and made many victims
while a cyclone did great damage to the mission in Bagamoyo. Premature deaths
took the lives of twelve Brothers and Sisters in the short span of five years. Thus it
was only in 1877 that the inland push could be resumed. Fr. Homer with Fr. Baur
and Br. Oscar set out on a nine day trek to the Nguru Mountains, where on
November 5, 1877 they planted a large cross at Mhonda. A Christian village
followed a few weeks later.
As yet unknown to him was that the execution of the plan of Spiritan missionaries
to connect the East and West coast missions somewhere in the middle of Africa
was about to be cut brutally short. On April 29, 1878 Fr. Horner had a visitor in
Zanzibar who handed him a letter from Abp. Lavigerie requesting that he assist the
White Fathers by organizing a caravan for their push to the interior. It turned out
that the Holy See, at Lavigerie's request, had restricted the Zanguebar mission to a
coastal area 300 miles wide in the East, while giving the inland areas to the White
Fathers.
Without any hesitation Fr. Horner complied with the Archbishop's wish. The
Bagamoyo mission prepared a caravan of 300 porters for the first group of White
Fathers, and it did the same for others who followed later, for many years. By 1898
these caravans for a group of six required 808 porters. Yet sadness was mingled
with the very charitable reception given by Fr. Homer. " He cut us off," Horner
wrote, "while the evangelization of the interior had always been the object of our
work." What added extra pain was the fact that, to pay for the expenses of that first
caravan, the Propagation of the Faith cut its subsidies to the Spiritan (and other)
missions by 50%.
Exhausted by his 25 years of labors and suffering from bronchitis and
pneumonia, Fr. Homer left Africa in May 1879 for France. He died there one year
later. The memory of this splendid missionary and patriarch of the many churches
in East Africa is still held in great veneration.
His numerous letters provided materials for several books, such as Fr, Homer's
Voyage to the East Coast of Africa by Msgr. Gaume (in French), The Catholic
Mission o f Zanguebar by Fr. Schneider (In German and French). Msgr. Gaume
also edited Homer's story Swema, the Little African Slave Girl (in French). The
Swema story, taken from Homer's manuscript was published also in French, with a
critical analysis and commentary in English by Prof. Edward A. Alpers in a book
entitled Women and Slavery in Africa. ed. by Claire C. Robertson and Martin Klein,
U. of Wisconsin Press, 1983.
B.G. 11, 796 ff.
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2

Fr. Edouard BAUR 78 ALSACE TZA
* April 23, 1835 Katzenthal

+ November 29, 1913 Zanzibar

His father had served as an artillery officer under Napoleon, but the son chose to
serve God in the Congregation. He had transferred to it from the senior seminary of
Strasbourg and was ordained a priest in Langonnet. On August 28, 1862 he made
his vows and was appointed to the new mission that was to be started in East
Africa, the Prefecture of Zanguebar. Only four days before his profession, the
Congregation had decided to accept that mission.
Fr. Antoine Horner and the Brothers Felicien Gruneisen and Celestin Cansot
together with him constituted the pioneering team for the new venture.
To get to his destination, he travelled to Reunion where Fr. Horner had been
working for some time and from there the pioneers sailed to Zanzibar. They arrived
there on June 16, 1863, and Bp. Maupoint's Vicar General, Fr. Fava handed them
the keys to the mission. As Fr. Baur's name did not sound suitable for use in the
new mission, he became henceforth known there and later also elsewhere as
Pere Etienne.
With a hospital, staffed by a doctor and Sisters from Reunion, a trade school and
an agricultural school and large dormitory structures to house the many young
children ransomed from the slave market, the mission drew widespread attention
and admiration among all the nations that had trade relations with Zanzibar or
wanted to abolish the slave trade. The island was ruled by Sultan Seyyid Majid,
who gave the mission his full protection and all desirable room to pursue its
purpose.
From the very start these pioneers saw Zanzibar only as the first step in the great
enterprise to evangelize the mainland and to penetrate deeply into the continent.
All by itself, the Zanzibar island mission had no future as the island, except for
slaves and foreigners, was fully Islamic.
When the ransomed children reached marriageable age, Pere Etienne took them
along to Bagamoyo, where in 1868 a new mission was opened. Significantly, he
thought, the very name Bagamoyo means "To the heart (of Africa)." It was destined
to become famous as the starting point of all inland travellers--missionaries,
explorers, hunters, traders and even what we would call today tourists. Pere
Etienne ruled this mission with its schools, plantations, Christian villages etc., while
Fr. Homer took care of the Zanzibar establishment and the general affairs of the
Zanguebar Prefecture. Bagamoyo, on the main land, has been justly called "the
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mother of all the churches in East Africa": directly or indirectly they all owed their
origin to Bagamoyo.
In 1880, Pere Etienne succeeded Fr. Horner as vice-prefect of the prefecture
under the nominal authority of the Superior General as Prefect, until three years
later the Holy See appointed Bp. Raoul de Courmont Vicar Apostolic of Zanguebar.
There were then central missions in Bagamoyo, Mhonda, Morogoro and Mandera
in what was soon to become German East Africa (Tanganyika). The bishop made
Pere Etienne his vicar general for the German-controlled part of his immense
vicariate and left him a free hand in its administration, while he himself took care of
the British-controlled area known as Kenya.
The Arab Revolt against the Germans placed Pere Etienne and his confreres in a
delicate position. They had always had excellent relations with the Arabs; on the
other hand, they did not wish to offend the Germans who undoubtedly would be
victorious. Pere Etienne maneuvered so wisely that both Arabs and Germans
continued to see him as a friend, even though he wished to remain neutral in the
conflict.
When in 1896 Bp. Emile Allgeyer replaced Bp. de Courmont, he maintained Pere
Etienne as his vicar general for Tanganyika. The Spiritan missions there became
the new Vicariate of Bagamoyo in 1906 when Bp. Fran9ois Vogt took over that
jurisdiction. Pere Etienne could present to him the results of forty-four years of
labor: sixteen solidly established missions as centers of evangelization. Omitting
those already enumerated above, they were Tununguo, Matombo, Mgeta, Kilema,
Kibosho, Gare, Rombo and Tanga. In 1910 this vicariate was again divided when
under Bp. Joseph Munsch the last five of these missions became the Vicariate of
Kilimanjaro.
From 1907 on, Pere Etienne devoted himself fully to the originating missions of
Zanzibar and Bagamoyo with their manifold works.
We may mention here also his literary activity. As early as 1867 he let the
Protestant mission printshop of Zanzibar produce his Swahili catechism and
Swahili book of Sunday Epistle and Gospel readings. Later the Spiritan mission of
Zanzibar had its own printshop, but it was soon transferred to Bagamoyo. In 1881
it printed his Swahili-French manual. Articles from his hand appeared in many
journals and magazines.
He was so highly regarded that governments and societies conferred many
honors on him, of which we can name the Order of the Red Eagle and the Order of
the Crown given by the German Emperor. He simply kept the whole collection tied
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in a bundle in his closet and on Sundays would allow the apprentices who had
excelled during the previous week to wear them after breakfast.
Worn out by old age, he died and was buried in the mission's community
cemetery.
"He never deviated from the forward course he had chosen; he thoroughly
discussed his undertaking with all concerned; he respected the initiatives of his
subordinates, so that they could develop their full potential as capable and happy
people; he was wise, friendly, helpful and unconditionally honest and loyal in his
dealings with people of every rank and position; and with all the honors bestowed
on him, he remained humble and unpretentious."
Bio. 5,297 ff.; MOP 132
3

Br. Felicien (Thiebaut) GRONEISEN 40 ALSACE TZA
* June 2, 1838, Thann, Alsace
+ February 2, 1878, Bagamoyo
He entered the Congregation in 1860 and made his first vows on October 4,
1862, just when the new mission in East Africa was being entrusted to the
Congregation. He was appointed to it.
With the Frs. Homer and Baur and Br. Celestin he sailed to Reunion and then on
via Nossi Be to Zanzibar; they arrived there on June 16, 1863. The next day they
presented themselves to the Sultan who ruled the island. The reception was very
cordial and Brother's expertise as a smith greatly impressed His Majesty, for skilled
craftsmen were very rare on the island.
Brother worked for fifteen years in Zanzibar and later in Bagamoyo. Then he was
worn out and longing for heaven. "I hope that this will be my last year on earth," he
said on January 1, 1878. He had always declined the offer of a trip to Europe to
recuperate. "I said goodbye to my family forever," he had answered "and wish to
die in the mission." His death was indeed that of a saint, as had been his life.
B.G.11, 131 f., 729f.
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Br. Celestin (Martin) CANSOT 81 FRANCE TZA RUN SEN F
* August 4, 1840 St. Gilles, Pligeaux, C.d.N.
+ February 11, 1922, Langonnet
Like two of his brothers, Calixtus and Nicodemus, he joined the Congregation; he
could pronounce his vows September 28, 1862 in Langonnet.
Sent to Reunion, he worked there for six months in the Providence institute for
juvenile delinquents until in May 1863 he could sail with the Fathers Homer and
Baur to Zanzibar.
He functioned there in many capacities: as cellar man,
storekeeper, work master, prefect of the boys etc. Illness sent him back to Reunion
two years later.
An anecdote has been preserved about his work in Zanzibar. His eyesight was
very poor and one day he was working barefooted in the granary turning over the
sorghum. Noticing some movement in the millet near his feet, he suspected a rat or
mouee; so he took his shovel and struck out, shouting, "Take that, you little rascal."
The blow was hard, but the rascal he had crushed proved to be his own bloody big
toe.
In 1876 he was ailing again and had to return to France. When he had
recovered, he went to Senegal, but illness and failing eyesight drove him back to
France. There he worked till 1904 in Langonnet and at the St. Michel home for
delinquent boys. Thereafter we find him retired in Langonnet. He died there a few
months short of the diamond jubilee of his profession.
B.G. 30, 603 f.

5

Br. Victorin (Louis) MICHEL 66 FRANCE F IRL RUN TZA
* February 4, 1832 Arzano, Brittany
+ October 15, 1898 St. llan
After studying at a junior seminary, he applied for admission as a Brother in 1858
at Langonnet. He made his first vows there on September 29, 1860.
He served briefly in Saint-llan and went with Fr. Leman to Ireland, before his
desire to go to the mission could be fulfilled with an appointment to Reunion in
1861. Transferred from there to Zanguebar, he arrived in Zanzibar on October 7,
1864. Later we find him on the mainland at Bagamoyo, where he could pronounce
his perpetual vows on January 27, 1870.
Suffering from exhaustion and anemia, he had to return to France in the same
year. But he recovered and rendered an additional 28 years of devoted service,
first at St. Michel and then, from 1872 on, at Saint llan.
8. G. 19, 391 f. (muddled)
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Fr. Charles STEURER 82 GERMANY
* October 21, 1835 Glottertal, Baden

D TZA USA
+ May 14, 1918 Tarentum, PA USA

After his classical studies at Freiburg i. Br., he entered the Congregation around
1857, studied theology at Langonnet and was ordained December 20, 1862. He
pronounced his vows on August 23, 1863.
Appointed to the Zanguebar prefecture, he arrived there on October 7, 1864 and
took care of the ransomed slave children.
Illness forced him to leave the African scene three years later. We find him then
stationed at Marienthal in Germany teaching Greek and history. In 1872 when
Bismarck's persecution closed the Congregation's houses in Germany, he was one
of the first three Fathers who set out for the U.S.A. to lay there the foundation of a
new province in Kentucky and Ohio.
In 1879 he went to Arkansas and became pastor of St. Joseph's in Conway, AR,
then the center of the so-called "Duchy of Arkansas," a land concession to attract
immigrants from Germany and elsewhere. He remained there for 16 years, until in
1896 he was transferred to Tarentum, PA, for its German immigrant parish.
Much beloved by his congregation, he celebrated his golden jubilee there in
1912, resigned as pastor and served as assistant for the remaining six years of his
life.
B.G. 29, 117 f.; MOP 68; SWWW 251
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Fr. Pierre MACHON 56 FRANCE TZA KEN
* March 24, 1842 Chateauneuf, lsere

+ December 2, 1898 Zanzibar

He started his studies in 1861 at Holy Spirit Seminary, Paris, but one year later
transferred to Chevilly. After his ordination, he made his religious profession on
August 26, 1866 and was assigned to East Africa, then still a new mission.
He worked there successively at Zanzibar, Bagamoyo, Mhonda and Mombasa,
but Mhonda was the place where he spent most of his 28 years in Africa. That was
quite a record for someone with a less than robust constitution. But he had been
wise enough to familiarize himself with the symptoms of tropical diseases and their
treatment. His medical expertise stood him in good stead, for one day when poison
had been mixed into his food and he became violently ill, he recognized the poison
symptoms and had just time enough to take an antidote.
It was in 1877 that he was sent to help open the new inland mission of Mhonda.
His fluency in Swahili and in the local Kizigua language, combined with his
kindness and outgoing nature, gave him great influence on the people; he became
the trusted referee to whom all chieftains and others went to settle disputes. To
protect the Wasigua people against slave-hunters, he armed and trained a local
police force.
He is regarded as the originator of the Christian village system that in the early
years served to illustrate the Gospel message: young couples from the Bagamoyo
center would accompany the founders of new missions and live in a village of their
own.
In 1873 he went to France on sick leave and, after a few months of rest, founded
the college of Merville. But he kept longing for Africa and four years later he could
go back. This time he was placed at Mombasa. There he met with so much
Protestant opposition that the mission was temporarily closed. Thus he could
return to his beloved Wazigua in the Nguru region.
On March 19, 1880 placing their venture under the protection of St. Joseph, he
and Fr. Le Roy began an exploratory trip to find a suitable location for a new
mission in between Bagamoyo and Mhonda. Weary and discouraged by many
refusals from local chieftains, they finally arrived at the village of Mandera, whose
chieftain was Kingaru (nicknamed Serpent Face, to distinguish him from King
Kingaru the Great, king of Ukami). On seeing the two strangers entering his village,
Kingaru turned to his people and exclaimed: "Here they are, those two white men
whom I saw last night (in a dream) together with the kind old man who directed me
to receive them very well. It's all just as I've told you this morning when I got up."
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The Fathers could only conclude that that "kind old man" must have been St.
Joseph. Anyhow, chief Kingaru placed himself and all he possessed at their
disposal and never ceased to be a staunch friend of the Mandera Mission.
In 1898, when he was suffering from dysentery, he went to Zanzibar for medical
assistance. He died there after a long illness.
Fr. Machon, in the words of Bp. Allgeyer, "was a perfect missionary, a faithful
religious and a zealous priest."
B.G. 13, 83 f.; 19, 578 ff.; MOP 55
Br. Marcellin (Franc;ois) REISSER 43 ALSACE RUN TZA
+ July 30, 1885 Zanzibar
• August 21, 1841 Ottrot

8

His parents had hoped that he would become a priest, but he preferred to be a
Brother and entered the Congregation in 1859. He made his first vows on March
19, 1861 at Langonnet and was assigned at once to Reunion.
He worked there in the Providence Institute for juvenile delinquents and then at
the local leper colony until 1866.

cf

Transferred in 1866 to the Zanguebar Prefecture, he worked there on the island
.OR Zanzibar. Fr. Homer selected him as his companion when, still in the same
year, he undertook his long exploratory voyage to and on the African mainland,
which led to the foundation of the Bagamoyo mission.
In 1880 we find him stationed at Bagamoyo as assistant director of the orphans.
He proved to be an ideal man to deal with these boys. In reality, he had a knack
for dealing with everyone the way respect for human dignity requires. The future
Abp. Le Roy, who lived with him there, wrote that he had never seen him say or do
anything whatever that could even remotely have seemed to be against God's will.
He was frequently ailing, and in July 1885 suffered a tetanus attack. Although he
was rushed to the Zanzibar hospital, it was too late. He died there after twenty-four
years of devoted service in the tropics, nineteen of them in Africa.
B.G. 13, 1086 ff.
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Br. Frarn;ois NASSY 60 INDIA TZA
• Jan. 1, 1818 Cemalin (near Madras)

+ Feb. 12, 1878, Bagamoyo

As a young boy, he was captured by pirates and sold into slavery in Reunion. He
had the good fortune of working for a kind master, Mr. Boyer de la Girodais, who
treated him well. The record does not indicate whether he was baptized before or
after entering that man's service. At any rate, it was during his years with Mr. Boyer
that the Fathers Collin and Blanpin saw him for the first time in 1843 or 1844. They
were impressed with that young man and the feeling was mutual.
As soon as his services to Mr. Boyer came to an end, Nassy presented himself to
Fr. Le Vavasseur, offering to help Brother Olivier and the old man who served as
cook for the local Spiritan community. The first impression Nassy had made on the
Fathers was strengthened during that time of service to the community: they
viewed him as someone who had really taken his baptismal promises seriously
and lived a blameless life.
Then Nassy began to think of becoming a Brother in the Congregation. It was not
with the intention of bettering himself materially, for at that time he was earning very
good wages: some 500 or 600 francs a year. Seeing how well disposed he was,
Fr. Collin established a novitiate in Reunion for him and others in 1848, with
Brother Vincent (formerly of Australia) as novice master and model. The date of
Brother Fran9ois' profession is not given, but it seems to have been in the year
1849.
Brother Fran9ois worked in Reunion and Mauritius until in 1867 he received his
appointment to the Zanguebar Prefecture, which the Congregation had begun to
staff in 1863. He worked there in Zanzibar and Bagamoyo, "edifying everyone by
his piety and his great zeal." Eleven years later he died of "exhaustion" and was
buried in the cemetery of the Bagamoyo mission.
B.G. 11, 132 and 686; N.D. Campi. 293; N.D. 13, 76 f. (Libermann's letter to the
professed and novice Brothers of Reunion, March 18, 1851 ).
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Fr. Antoine SCHEUERMANN 42 ALSACE TZA RUN MDG
+ December 29, 1883 Mayotte
* May 11, 1841 Matzig
Some time after his ordination he was admitted to profess his vows on August
19, 1867. Appointed to the Zanguebar prefecture, he arrived there in the fall of the
same year.
After being initiated to mission work in Zanzibar, he went from there to the new
mission of Bagamoyo on the mainland when the budding preseminary was
transferred to that location. Fr. Duparquet directed that work among many other
things and Fr. Scheuermann was his assistant, looking after the twenty boys and
teaching them.
A notable event that happened in 1871 was the creation of a Third Order of the
Congregation. With the approval of the Generalate, some of these boys were
admitted to this Third Order, whose purpose it was to work at the triumph of the
Holy Roman church and the conversion of sinners, especially those of the black
race, by prayer, teaching catechism and helping the missionaries.
Illness sent him back to France in 187 4, but one year later we find him reassigned to Reunion's Providence Institute. After the closing of this institute, he
was transferred to Nessi-Be, where he arrived on May 3, 1880.
At that time the Congregation had assumed responsibility for the Little Malgache
Islands, to which Nessi-Be belonged. In 1882 he became superior of the mission
on the island of Mayotte. It was a very difficult position because the colonial
administrator disliked him very much and wanted his removal.
He was on the verge of leaving the island when he died after a brief illness.
B. G. 13, 195 and 1150 f.; for Third Order see B. G. 8, 759
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Fr. Charles DUPARQUET 57 FRANCE SEN GBN F PTG ANG CON NAM BWN
* October 31, 1830 Laigle, d. of Seez
+ August 24, 1888 Loango, Congo
The only child of a well-to-do widow, he studied classics and philosophy,
graduating cum laude. at Argentan, before taking theology at the diocesan seminary
of Seez. After his mother's death, he executed his plan to enter the Congregation in
the Notre Dame du Gard novitiate in May 1854. Five months later this novitiate was
transferred to Paris; he was ordained there on June 2, 1855 and
made his vows on August 26 of the same year.
His wish to serve in Africa was granted and he began his mission in the Vicariate
of the Two Guineas at Dakar and down south in Libreville, Gabon. While being in
charge of the children's orphanages, he learned Portuguese for possible use later.
Illness drove him back to France, where he became director of the junior seminary
at Langonnet.
He knew how to inspire his youthful audience with his
burning love for Africa, where he had left his heart.
Especially the Congo interested him and he did detailed research which provided
the substance of a memorandum to the Propaganda Fide. It also offered the
services of the Congregation for the Congo. The result was that in August 1865 the
Holy See confided the Prefecture of the Congo to the Congregation.
One year later, Fr. Duparquet himself could join the two Spiritans already there.
En route in Portugal he met the bishop of Angola, who confided an abandoned
parish in the Mossamedes region to him. But he did not last very long there as the
local Portuguese officials looked askance at foreign nationals in their territory.
Back in Lisbon, he laid the foundation at Santarem for what was to develop into
the renowned Holy Spirit College of Braga. Africa and especially penetration into its
interior was still uppermost in his mind and heart. He was destined to become
one of the major driving forces of that penetration. The first one he participated in
took place in East Africa in 1869.
In August of that year he was transferred to the Zanguebar prefecture, where a
springboard into the interior had just been established in Bagamoyo (the name was
said to mean "to the heart" of Africa). The timing was not very appropriate, however,
for a cholera epidemic raged for nearly half a year both on the Zanzibar
island and around Bagamoyo on the mainland. In the town of Bagamoyo alone
some 1,500 people died of it, and then the plague spread inland.
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When it subsided the Fathers Homer, Baur, Scheuermann, Ouparquet and
Machon held a week-long meeting in June to discuss problems, methods and the
future of the mission. Duparquet wholeheartedly agreed with the unanimous
conclusion that the Zanzibar and Bagamoyo establishments in lslamized territory
offered no future; they could serve only as supply and communication bases for an
inland drive. And, they added, the time had come to start that drive by opening new
missions even more deeply into the interior.
Action followed that decision and in August 1870 the Frs. Horner, Baur and
Duparquet set out on donkeys with a caravan of forty porters, twenty native
"princes" and Said Mag ram, a friendly Arab, who acted as a representative of the
Sultan of Zanzibar, en route to the king of Ukami, who had asked for a mission in
his domain. It took ten days to reach their destination and, although King Kingaru
was very friendly, did not result in a new mission because the king was not
powerful enough to offer security and the population too light to give much scope to
an establishment there.
They were determined to try a different location, but then bad news arrived: the
Franco-Prussian War had broken out and they correctly foresaw that this war would
severely cut the financial support of the mission for several years. To make matters
worse, a fierce cyclone wrecked both Zanzibar and Bagamoyo on April 15, 1872.
In Bagamoyo workshops, seminary, dispensary, orphanages.school etc. were
levelled. Instead of advancing inland, they had to rebuild what had been
destroyed. It would be only in 1877 that they could resume the drive to the interior
by opening a mission at Mhonda.
Meanwhile Fr. Duparquet had left East Africa because of illness, but he made a
new attempt to penetrate to the interior from the West Coast of Africa. After
establishing Landana as the starting point, he succeeded in 1876, going up the
Zaire river as far as Mboma below the Stanley Falls in what was later going to be
part of the Belgian Congo (now Zaire).
Illness drove him back to France the following year, but he used his enforced
idleness to plan a penetration below the equator via South Africa. The Holy See
named him Vice-Prefect of Cimbebasia, that is, the whole immense area between
Angola and the Cape colony.
In 1878 he tried to penetrate via Kimberley "into the very heart of Africa below the
equator," but an uprising against the British in the Protectorate made him stop this
attempt temporarily.
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The following year he went from the Cape to Walvis Bay in present-day Namibia
by schooner, and then on aboard his famous prairie schooner Raphael- pulled by
eight teams of oxen. He founded a mission at Omaruru, and then went up to the
Cunene river to open another station. Local warfare and opposition, however,
brought this attempt to a halt.
In 1881 we find him back at Kimberley in a new and fruitless effort to reach, via
the Kalahari desert, what is now Botswana. He tried this approach a second time
via Mafeking in 1886.
Meanwhile Duparquet had also gone to Rome in 1885; there be obtained the
creation of the French Congo vicariate, entrusted to the Spiritans. It blocked
Cardinal Lavigerie's attempt to reserve the vast area of Africa below the Sahara, for
his control. Had Lavigerie succeeded, the Congregation's missions would have
been limited everywhere to costal strips. The Congo vicariate gave them access to
the interior, for it extended over what are now the republics of Congo, of Central
Africa and parts of Chad, near the borders of Sudan.
Returning to the Congo in 1888, Duparquet hoped to work there as a simple
missionary. He had hardly reached his destination, however, when he became ill
and died of peritonitis, caused by a strangled hernia. Until the very end his mind
remained lucid and he could dictate to Bp. Carrie a report about the Congo mission
that he had been unable to write down.
Fr. Duparquet was one of the giants among missionaries in Africa who in that
pioneering time relentlessly dedicated themselves to the task of opening up this
vast continent to Christianity.
B.G. 14, 749 ff.;
.E.arth, 328-336.
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Br. Polycarp (Alois) PFENNINGS 67 GERMANY F RUN TZA
+ April 1, 1894 Bagamoyo
* September 29, 1829 Stolberg, Rhineland
By profession a locksmith and mechanic he had worked in the Krupp factories of
Germany and the Creuzot works of France until in 1861, at the age of thirty-two, he
entered the Congregation in Langonnet. After his profession on March 3, 1863, he
served at St. llan before being appointed to Reunion to direct the trade school at
the Providence institute.
When this school was forced to close its doors, he was so highly regarded that
the bishop and the governor of the island wanted to retain him in Reunion, but the
Superior General's orders prevailed: he was transferred to East Africa in 1870.
He gave the workshops of Zanzibar such a high professional status that they
acquired an international reputation. The Sultan named him his court-mechanicone who could enter the royal palace unbidden to confer with His Majesty about
royal enterprises. Vessels of various nations in need of repairs appealed for the
service of this superb mechanic.
Despite all the adulation bestowed on him Brother Polycarp always remained a
simple and kind Brother who loved being with his confreres. He acceded in 1882
without any ado to his transfer to Bagamoyo. But at the same time, the workshops
also were move to the new location. There he continued to work as usual.
As old age took its toll, he spent more and more time in the chapel, preparing
himself for death. Having spent 30 years in the tropics without ever going home, he
passed away peacefully in his sleep.
B.G. 17,300 ff.; MOP 38
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Br. Fortunatus (Louis) ENGEL 54 ALSACE F RUN TZA CON
* February 16, 1835 Guemar
+ January 19, 1889 Landana
He had learned some farming and shoemaking before, attracted by the example
of his older brother Fr. Leger Engel, he entered the Congregation in 1854. He
pronounced his first vows in 1856 and then worked for a few years at the senior
scholasticate in Paris (rue Rataud) and in Cellule.
In 1859 he could sail for Reunion, teaching shoemaking there in the Providence
Institute for juvenile delinquents and taking care of lepers in their colony.
Transferred to East Africa in 1870, he again taught his trade in Bagamoyo and
also cleared land for agriculture, earning the highest praise both for his work and
his religious spirit from Fr. Homer. Unfortunately, fevers forced his return to France
in 1871.
In 1873 Fr. Charles Duparquet's desire to take him along to the Portuguese
Congo enclave could be granted, and the two set out together for Landana to
pioneer a new mission under difficult conditions. It was there that he remained for
the remaining 15 years of his life, wholly devoted to the welfare of this mission and
of the beloved Africans entrusted to him.
B.G. 15, 179 ff.
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Br. Gelase (Joseph) HEUSCHER 26 ALSACE F RUN TZA
+ September 24, 1873 Bagamoyo
* April 28, 1847 Thann
He applied as a postulant Brother in 1863 at Langonnet and could pronounce his
vows there on March 19, 1866.
After serving two years at Cellule, he went to Reunion's Providence Institute for
delinquent boys. When this institute closed its doors he was transferred to
Zanguebar in 1870. We find him there sharing the life and work of the other
Brothers in the busy mission of Bagamoyo.
He died there of black water fever three years after his arrival on Africa's
mainland.
B.G. 9, 738 and 815
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Br. Oscar (Karl) SCHWEDDING 55 GERMANY RUN TZA
+ January 26, 1898 Zanzibar
• November 22, 1842 Dusseldorf, Rhineland
He was an orphan who had been trained to be a baker when he was befriended
by two Spiritan Brothers from nearby Kaiserswerth. He joined them when he was
twenty-two, did part of his novitiate in Marienstatt and finished it in Chevilly with his
profession on August 25, 1866.
Appointed to Reunion's home for delinquents, he worked there until in December
1871 he was transferred to East Africa. After one year in Zanzibar, he went to
Bagamoyo, where he really came into his own. The recommendation given by his
superior when he went to Reunion had described this very talented young man as
"courageous and enterprising, not afraid of work, and very effective in what he
does. Besides, he has a jovial and outgoing disposition."
Like the Fathers in Bagamoyo, he saw the importance of going into the interior. In
1870, before his arrival, the Fathers, Homer, Baur and Duparquet had already set
out with an unarmed caravan of 40 porters on an eleven-day trek to the kingdom of
Ukami in order to establish a mission here. The attempt had failed because the
local king Kingaru was too weak to offer the mission protection against marauders.
However, in 1877 Oscar could accompany Fr. Wenger on a successful trek of 120
miles inland, resulting in the establishment of the Mhonda mission.
With the experience he had gained, Brother Oscar became the man who
organized all caravans to the interior, even the large ones with over one thousand
porters, for Spiritan missionaries and White Fathers, for explorers, hunters and
what we would call today, tourists-the rugged type only--including the famous,
such as Debaize, Stanley, Dr. Peters and Emin Pascha.
Bagamoyo became a very busy place. On occasion it happened that up to 6,000
porters, hunters and soldiers for caravans would be camped around the mission;
and Oscar would be the man to see to the purchase of enormous supplies, to the
hiring and training of all the men needed, and to the preservation of the peace. He
did it all as a man who knows how to keep control, generally more with a smile and
friendly persuasion than anything else, though he knew also how to be severe if
needed. Fearing possible attacks on the mission itself, because the so-called Arab
Revolt happened during his time, the Fathers had fortified the mission, but not a
single shot needed to be fired in its defense.
The White Fathers were very grateful for his assistance. Without it, their third
attempt to penetrate into Africa's interior in 1878 from Bagamoyo would have failed
just as the two earlier attempts through the Sahara had failed. For many years Br.
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Oscar organized all their caravans to Uganda and elsewhere. Let us point out that
by 1898 a single caravan of six White Fathers woufd need 808 porters-about 135
per man--plus soldiers to protect them on their long trek.
After twenty-six years in Africa, Br. Oscar died of a heart attack in Zanzibar, where
he had gone for a period of rest.
Typical of his simplicity and charity was that in 1895 when he was on leave in
Europe, he spent his time nursing his venerated Superior General Fr. Emonet, who
was in his final illness and paralyzed by a stroke.
In his spare time Brother wrote numerous articles for various ethnological
magazines.
B.G. 19, 52 ff.; MOP 48
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Br. Isaac GUILLERME 37 FRANCE RUN TZA
* November 20, 1835 Folgoet Brittany

+ April 30, 1872 Bagamoyo

He was admitted to make his vows at Langonnet on August 31, 1865 and sent to
Reunion to help staff the Providence Institute for juvenile delinquents.
When this institute was closed by the government, he was re-assigned to East
Africa and arrived there with Fr. Baur on January 5, 1872. Ailing from anemia and
unable to eat solid food, he spent much of his time in the hospital of Zanzibar. Less
than four months after his arrival, he died. He was the first Spiritan missionary to
die in East Africa.
8. G. 9, 272 f.
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Br. Hugues HEIDT 24 ALSACE RUN TZA
* March 23, 1848 Roeschwoog

+ August 23, 1872 Bagamoyo

After being admitted to make his first vows on August 31, 1865 at Chevilly, he
worked at Cellule before being assigned to Reunion's Providence Institute.
Together with Fr. Baur and several other Brothers, he arrived in Zanzibar after the
closing of that institute, on January 5, 1872.
He died four months later of black water fever.
B. G. 9, 273 f.
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Fr. Alexandre THORAX FRANCE TZA MRT
* July 24, 1847 St. Lucipin (d. of St. Claude)
After his ordination as a priest, he made his vows August 24, 1872 in Paris and
was assigned to East Africa.
He arrived there late in the same year and went to Bagamoyo to help staff the preseminary. To everyone's regret, on November 17, 1875 he left Africa for his new
assignment to Mauritius, where he was to join the faculty of St. Louis College.
He appears to have withdrawn from the Congregation some time after.
B.G. passim
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Br.AlexandreFAVRE 76 FRANCE IT RUN TZA
* February 8, 1839 Sinare (d. of Vienne)

* October 11, 1915 Mandera

After his first vows on August 22, 1858 he began to serve at the Pontifical French
Seminary of Rome, but was transferred at an undetermined date to Reunion. There
he made his perpetual vows in 1866 and appears to have worked at the
Providence Institute. Most likely it was when this Institute had to close its doors
around 1870, that it was decided to send him to East Africa.
He sailed to that destination in company with Fr. Baur and four other Brothers in
mid December 1872 and must have arrived in Zanzibar a week or two later.
His agricultural and construction skills would serve him there very well, for he was
very much in demand. We find him stationed in virtually everyone of the Vicariate's
missions but mostly at Mandera and Bagamoyo.
Unlike so many others, he was destined for a long life in the tropics, where he
spent more than half a century, of which forty-two years were devoted to the
German part of the original vicariate.
MOP 150
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Br. M. George (Fran90is) MONJOTIN 32 FRANCE F TZA
* August 31, 1846 Countansouze (d. of Moulins)
+ May 21, 1879 Bagamoyo
He entered the Brothers' novitiate at Cellule in 1864 and made his profession in
Chevilly on September 8, 1866. He worked for some time at Chevilly, then served
as a hospital orderly in Paris during the Franco-Prussian War of 1870, staying on
when the war was over at the Parisian motherhouse as an infirmarian.
On May 8, 1873 he could sail to East Africa and was stationed successively at
Zanzibar and Bagamoyo. He supervised the orphans and taught them his tailoring
trade.
On October 28, 1878, he could make his final vows in Bagamoyo. He died there
six years after his arrival in Africa, leaving behind the memory of a very religious
and competent Brother.
B.G. 10, 503 f.

21

Br. Damasus (Peter) WILLMS 29 GERMANY TZA
+ December 18, 1876 Bagamoyo
* August 14, 1847 Nideggen, Eifel
He and his two brothers, the future Fr. John Willms (+1914) and Br. Anthony
Willms (+1922), had joined the Congregation in the old Marienstatt community that
was later closed by Bismarck. He was 25 years old when he made his profession
on September 8, 1872 in Chevilly.
Being a carpenter by trade but also versatile in other types of manual labor, he
sailed for East Africa jn May 1873 and was assigned there to the Bagamoyo
mission. Only three years were allotted to him before a malaria attack of the
blackwater type carried him to his grave.
He had been ailing for some time, as is often the case with malaria victims, but
not in an alarming way. But Br. Damasus himself assured Fr. Etienne Baur that he
was going to die and told him: "My brother John is right now making an ordination
retreat. I hope that the news of my death will reach him before he says his first
Mass; I'm sure that he will offer it for me."
B. G. 11, 726 f.

..
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Br. Gereon (Johann) MAYER 46 GERMANY TZA
* May 4, 1848 Eglofs, Allgau

+ May 10,

1894 Suez

A furniture maker by trade, he made his profession on March 19, 1873 at
Marienstatt, just before Bismarck expelled the Congregation from Germany. He
was appointed to the East Africa mission.
We find him there in 187 4 at Bagamoyo, in charge of the furniture shop and
training his African apprentices in the tricks of the trade. Soon the reputation of his
shop spread. For example, it supplied the hospital, the dispensary, the physician's
house and the convent of Zanzibar with all the necessary well-crafted furniture.
Even in Germany itself, the Socialist deputy to the Rejchstaq, who in principle was
opposed to colonies, spoke about him and other Brothers in East Africa, saying,
"Such people are in the right place in Africa; others are not needed there."
After about 20 years in Africa, he began having heart trouble and entered the
Zanzibar hospital. As they could not help him, he hoped to find a cure in Europe
and sailed back to Germany. He died en route at the French hospital of Suez.
He was another one of those great German Brothers who drew the admiration and
respect of all because of their professional skills and holy lives.
B.G. 17, 333 f., 674; MOP 39
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Fr. Joseph MALLET 58 FRANCE TZA F
* May 13, 1838 Merinchal (Creuse)

+ February 28,

1897 Chevilly

A late vocation and in his mid thirties, he had almost finished his theology when
he entered the Congregation. He was ordained during his novitiate and
pronounced his vows August 24, 1873.
On November 23 of the same year he sailed for East Africa, but due to delays in
Aden he arrived in Zanzibar only in January 187 4. Bagamoyo became the scene
of his work, which was primarily concerned with teaching in the pre-seminary that
had been opened there. He lasted only one year before he became so ill that his
immediate departure became necessary to save his life and sanity.
He lived for another 22 years but as a nervous wreck, first in the college
community of Langogne and then, from 1890 on, in Chevilly.
He bore his illness with great resignation, trying to imitate Fr. Libermann's attitude
toward his "beloved malady," and died of an anthrax attack.
B.G. 18, 620 ff.
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Fr. Auguste DAULL 42 ALSACE MRT RUN GBR TZA
+ June 10, 1885 Tununguo
* September 5, 1842 d. of Strasbourg
Professed, after his ordination, in August 1868 at Chevilly, he was appointed to
Mauritius and then to Reunion. In 1870 he formed part of the team that opened St.
Bernard's College in Gibraltar, but two years later returned to Reunion.
He arrived in East Africa's Zanguebar prefecture April 9, 187 4, working in
Zanzibar and Bagamoyo until in October 1884 Bp. de Courmont took him and Br.
Acheul along on an exploratory trip to the land of the Wakami. They were so well
received in that blessed land that Fr. Daul! and Br. Acheul could stay at once to
open the new mission of Tununguo along the Kingani river. The first few months
were spent putting up provisional mud and straw structures to house a Christian
village, a dwelling and a 55 by 27 ft. chapel dedicated to St. Augustine. The
mission work among the Wakami had barely started when a brief illness carried its
founder to this grave.
B. G. 13, 1119 ff. and passim elsewhere.

25

Br. Suitbertus ORTMANS
GERMANY RUN TZA F
* April 9, 1839 Burtscheidt, Rhineland
He may have been a brother or other relative of Fr. Taurinus Ortmans (professed
March 19, 1872 in Chevilly, who died in 1928). Anyhow, he entered the novitiate for
Brothers in Marienstatt in the old German Province in January 1867. The date of
his profession seems unclear.
In 1874 he was transferred from Reunion to the Zanguebar mission and stationed
on the island of Zanzibar. Three years later, he renewed his vows for five years on
August 27, 1877, while in Paris attached to the Motherhouse. He appears to have
withdrawn from the Congregation some time later.
B.G. passim

26

Br. Philip (Ferdinand) MZUAKO
* 1858 Nyasaland

MALAWI

TZA

He was one of five African postulants from Zanzibar who were in the Brothers'
novitiate of Chevilly in the 1870s. Fr. Homer had taken him there in 1873. He was
able to pronounce his vows on Nov. 1, 1875, the first native-born East African to do
so. A few days after his profession, he sailed back to East Africa. We find him
mentioned as stationed in Mhonda, a new mission that was opened in 1880. He
left the Congregation on November 1 of the same year.
Arch. CSSp Chevilly
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Fr. Amandus ACKER 74 ALSACE
* April 24, 1848 Weyersheim

TZA D

+ March 30, 1923 Knechtsteden

Orphaned in his youth, he grew up in the home of a relative who was a physician.
As the boy had a speech defect, the doctor planned to let him learn a trade rather
than go on for studies. The physician's sister, however, decided to send him to a
Spiritan college in France. His speech defect had not yet disappeared when his
classical studies were over and there was some hesitation as to whether he should
be allowed to go on. But one of the Fathers said, "Let us take him. We can always
give him a position where he doesn't need to speak in public." Little did they know
that by stubborn and heroic efforts he would manage to overcome his defect and
become a famous public speaker, avidly listened to by plain folks as well as
learned professors and leading politicians.
After doing his theology at Langonnet, he was ordained a priest in 1875 and
then, on August 15 of the same year, made his vows.
Assigned to the Zanguebar prefecture in that same year, he had the usual
introduction to missionary work as prefect for the orphans in Zanzibar. Gradually
promoted, he took over the directorship of the entire mission there while also being
the procurator for the inland missions on the continent. He remained on the island
for 18 years. He built a new hospital, staffed by physicians and nursing Sisters,
was pastor of the non-African Catholic community-the Arab population was fully
lslamized-and a father for the black slave children purchased on the market place.

I

I
I

During his years there, he saw the Sultan's domain divided between Germany
and Great Britain, the general partition of Africa among colonizing powers, the
crowding out of the Arabs by the influx of Indian Moslems, Hindus and Parsi. He
had to deal with all of them and managed to make himself understood in a
multitude of languages without, however, really knowing any of them. He also
wrote many articles in numerous German and French newspapers and magazines
to explain problems of colonization, the rights of Africans, and the task of the
missionary.
In 1893 his stay in Zanzibar came to a sudden end because he was made the
scape goat in a conflict that began with a question of holy water at the church's
entrance and, believe it or not, ended up by involving top-level officials of the
governments of Portugal and France, with the Holy See caught in the middle.
Cardinal Ledochowski, Prefect of Propaganda Fide, solved it by making him the
official culprit, while counting on his religious spirit to accept that, and knowing that
Fr. Acker was clever enough to understand why it had to be done so. He did and
returned to Europe.
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Just then the question of Germany allowing the Congregation to open houses in
the country was being debated and somehow Fr. Acker became a central figure in
the affair. He managed to convince enough politicians that the time had come to
rescind the Spiritan exile from Germany. When they did so in 1894, Cardinal
Ledochowski rewarded him be seeing to it that he was named directly by the Holy
See as Provincial Superior of the reborn province.
Acquiring the ruined abbey of Knechtsteden (founded in 1133) he began what
has been called "the reign of the thundering abbot," a reign that was to last for 24
years. Being authoritarian, he ruled with an iron hand and a thunderous voice. In
the old abbey he opened a junior and a senior seminary, a novitiate for Brothers
and all the necessary workshops to train them in various professions. In addition
he founded two other junior seminaries in Broich, near Aix-la-Chapelle, and
Zabern (Saverne), and a clerical novitiate at Neuscheuern (Neugrange).
OutsideJne confines of the Congregation's houses, Fr. Acker was a different man:
affable, kind, open, flexible etc. His influence also was very great in all that
concerned missionary undertakings. He lectured, spoke, addressed and preached
all over Germany and Austria, forcefully arguing against slavery, forced labor and
disregard of human rights in the colonies. Year after year, the German association
of mission institutes re-elected him as their president. He knew Kaiser Wilhelm II
personally and the emperor conferred on him the Order of the Red Eagle and that
of the Crown.
Retiring in 1919, he lived his last years in Knechtsteden, where he died on Good
Friday, 1923.
B. G. 31, 246 ff.; MOP 235; E. Bismarck, Le Pere Amand Acker Knechtsteden, 1925;
Koren, To the Ends of the Earth, Pittsburgh, Pa, 1983, 317 ff., 365 ff.
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Br. M. Vincent (Pierre) JEANTET 31 FRANCE TZA
* October 8, 1945 Dijon
+ January 1, 1877 Bagamoyo
He entered the Congregation in 1871 and made his profession on October 5,
1873 at Langonnet. After serving there for two years, he could sail for East Africa
and arrived at Zanzibar on December 12, 1875.
Stationed at Bagamoyo, this pious and zealous Brother died of a violent attack of
fever-presumably the black water type-only thirteen months after his arrival.
B. G. 11, 727 f.
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Fr. Antoine WENGER 64 ALSACE F TZA SL SEN HTI
+ May 9, 1908 Chevilly
* January 3, 1844 Bergheim
After finishing his classical studies at Cellule, he went to Chevilly for theology.
Ordained in November 1869, he made his profession there on August 28, 1870.
He served in France as bursar of Saint llan's boys' home till his appointment to
East Africa.
Arriving there on June 29, 1875, he became bursar of the Zanzibar mission and
later also its superior. That was more than enough to keep him busy, but he
managed also to give instruction to the youngsters living there.
In September 1877 Fr. Homer sent him with Brother Oscar to open an inland
mission at Mhonda. For lack of enough porters it was only on October 26 that they
could leave-thanks to Br. Oscar's success in getting the forty porters needed. They
arrived eleven days later and in three weeks built provisional shelters. Fr. Wenger
was so exhausted that he became dangerously ill and had to return to Zanzibar
and from there to France.
Two years later he returned to Africa-this time to Sierra Leone, and then in 1882
to St. Louis, Senegal, as chaplain to a hospital and as army chaplain. In 1885 we
find him as pastor in Rufisque.
Transferred to Haiti in 1887, he became pastor of Petionville in a very extended
but sparsely populated mountain region, where he had to travel on horseback all
the time to visit the widely scattered small villages. It was hard work among wellmeaning but religiously ignorant people, whom he got to love with all his heart,
despite their constant backsliding. He ministered there for 20 years.
Exhausted by his labors he went for a rest to Langonnet, but in February 1908 he
was back at work as pastor of Orly. He did not last long there. In March he entered
the infirmary of Chevilly, where he died a saintly death of cancer.
Bio. 32, 309 ff.; MOP 99
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Br. Godefroy (Joseph) PARI AMONTIKIRA 17 TANZANIA
*
+ October 1, 1876 Chevilly
1859 Ujindu
Captured by slavers when he was about twelve years old, he had been marched
to the coast and shipped to the slave market of Zanzibar. There Fr. Anthony Homer
bought him on June 6, 1866, for 50 francs and raised him in the mission. As the
boy was very weak and might not live, the Fathers gave him a briefer religious
instruction than usual and, at his own request, baptized him with the name Joseph
on September 9, 1866. The boy recovered, however, and showed that he was
endowed with much goodness and piety. They gave him a good education and
when he was sixteen years old Fr. Homer took him to France to enter the Brothers'
novitiate in 1875 as a postulant.
All went well until in January 1876 he experienced an abscess with severe chest
pains which the physician could not cure. Confined to the infirmary, he lived till the
fall, bearing his sufferings with great patience and resignation, ever grateful for the
cares bestowed on him.
A special favor made him very happy: he was allowed to make his religious vows
on September 11, 1876, one month before he died a saintly death.
B. G. 11, 27 f.

31

Br. Aurelian (Benedict) COLOSSI 17 TANZANIA
*
1859 Magandje

+ October 30, 1876 Chevilly

He came together with Br. Godefroy from East Africa in 1875 to enter the Brothers'
novitiate in Chevilly as a postulant. He took part in the clothing ceremony at the
beginning of the ndVitiate year in September, 1876. Soon after he was struck by a
virulent case of tuberculosis, the great killer of the young in the nineteenth century.
Told that he had only a few weeks to live, he rejoiced that he would soon be united
with his African companion Brother Godefroy, who had died on October 1.
By special favor he could pronounce his religious vows on October 15; then he
died peacefully in the Lord.
On the advice of a physician, two other postulant Brothers from East Africa were
sent back to Zanzibar to prevent them from suffering the same fate. Their names
were Isidore Madjonda from the Unyamwezi (the Tabora region) and Julian
Livualia from the Miao tribe. The same was done with a young scholastic called
Patrick Akuchuku, from the Miao tribe, who had earned the first prize for Latin. (B. G.
9, 512).
B.G11,28
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Fr. Jean Alexandre HACQUARD 37 ALSACE MRT TZA
+ March 2, 1882 Bagamoyo
* December 27, 1844 Gugnecourt, Vosges
He had done two years of theology at a diocesan seminary when in 1868 he
entered the Congregation. Ordained a priest, he made his profession on August
28, 1870 at Chevilly.
His departure for Mauritius was delayed because of the Franco-Prussian War, but
he could sail in April 1871. He taught there at the college for five years, but was
happy when on January 1, 1876 he could sail to the Zanguebar mission. His
arrival was delayed because the vessel spent three weeks in harbors in
Madagascar and the Nessi-Be island, but he arrived at last on February 5.
He worked for three years in Bagamoyo, ministering to the Christian village, and
then another three years at the new mission of Mhonda.
Returning from a brief home leave after an absence of eleven years, he
accompanied Fr. Baur on a 42 day exploratory trip to visit Mhonda and Mandera
and to select another place for a new inland mission among the Kisigwa. It had
been decided that he would be the one to be in charge of it.
"Man proposes but God disposes." Returning to Bagamoyo, he fell ill with fever
and died a week later, the first priest to die in Bagamoyo.
B.G. 12,270 ff.
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Br. Apollinaire (George) LANG 20 ALSACE TZA
* May 20, 1858 Lobsann

+ April 18, 1879 Bagamoyo

Orphaned in 1871, he went to Chevilly's orphanage, where he was taught the
blacksmith trade. When he asked to enter the Congregation as a Brother, he
switched to the novitiate and could make his first vows on September 8, 1876.
He was happy when on November 5 of the same year he could sail to East Africa.
After his arrival he was sent to Bagamoyo to practice his trade and to teach young
apprentices.
He died there after a brief illness.
B.G 10,502 f.
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Fr. Eugene STREBLER 31 ALSACE TZA
* May 31, 1851 Mertzwiller

+ March 17, 1882 Mandera

He entered Langonnet for his classical studies in 1869 and made his profession
August 26, 1877 at Chevilly, some time after being ordained. Appointed to East
Africa, he arrived in Zanzibar on the last day of the year 1877.
After a few months in Bagamoyo, he went to the new mission of Mhonda in March
1878. Illness drove him back to Bagamoyo for treatment, but he quickly returned to
Mhonda. Encouraged by the warm welcome home greetings he got from the
Wasigua people there, he set to work building a chapel for them.
In 1879 he replaced Fr. Baur at Bagamoyo during his absence. The following
year he saw himself chosen to open a new mission at Mandera. Accompanied by
Fr. Fritsch and eighteen young families, he set out to lay the foundation of a new
Christian village there. His skill in building stood him in good stead as they
constructed together a chapel, a priests' residence and an African village. Feeling
young and vigorous, he did not spare himself. Meanwhile Fr. Sacleux had come to
replace Fr. Fritsch and the new mission was off to a good start.
One of the first letters from Mandera to reach the Generalate tells us what
happened next. It was from Fr. Sacleux. The two of us, he wrote, were struck by
fever, but Fr. Strebler did not take a full strength dose of the prescribed remedy.
While I recovered, he did not.
When Father realized that the end was near, he told Fr. Sacleux, "I am happy to
die as a missionary at my post and to sacrifice my life for the people. Call them in
and let them witness the final absolution given to a missionary."
B.G. 12, 312 ff.
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Br. John Peter BOWES 41 IRELAND IRL TZA
* December 26, 1839 Bansha, Co. Tipperary

+ April 21, 1881 Mhonda

He was thirty years old when he entered the Congregation at Rockwell as a
postulant Brother in 1869. After his profession on May 30, 1872, he remained
there to supervise the domestic staff and laborers on the college property. He loved
recollection and religious silence so much that he thought of joining the Trappists,
but did not wish to go against the advice of his spiritual director.
In 1877 he was assigned to the Zanguebar prefecture, where he arrived on
December 12, 1877 and received as his task to go and help Fr. Machon in his
newly founded Mhonda mission. He had to learn French and the local Kisigua
language, which at his age was not exactly easy, but he managed to do so. There
was still much to be done in that new mission, and he set to it with a will.
As he had a tendency not to take sufficient care of himself, perhaps out of a spirit
of mortification, he had been warned to dress warmly after exposure to cold or rain.
Early in April 1881 he got wet three times and did not change his clothing. That
evening he became ill. He died a few weeks later of typhoid fever.
B.G. 10, 1028 ff.; IBN April 21
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Br. Zenon (Mathurin) VILMA HAITI TZA MLI
* September 7, 1851 Port-au-Prince
He made his profession on March 19, 1877 at Chevilly and received his
appointment to East Africa.
On May 8 of the same year he could sail for his destination. He worked there on
the island of Zanzibar, and in 1885 we find him stationed at Bagamoyo.
Illness caused his return to France in the following year. When he had recovered,
he went to what was then called the Vicariate of Senegambia in 1889, which
covered at that time also the French Sudan. We find him there as member of a
team of six Fathers and Brothers who went to pioneer a new mission in Kita (now in
Mali). He helped build there the residence, first chapel, workshops, school, etc.
He withdrew from the Congregation in 1890 or 1891.
B.G. passim
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Br. Erasmus (Frederic) WEBER 29 ALSACE TZA
+ November 10, 1878 Zanzibar
* September 13, 1848 Gondertheim, Alsace
He served as a corporal in a legion fighting for the Papal States when in 1869 he
visited Rome and got acquainted with the Congregation. Soon after he opted for
the religious life. Professed on November 1, 1871 at Chevilly, he worked at
Langonnet and Saint llan; then in 1877 he was appointed to East Africa.
We find him there working in Bagamoyo when in November he suffered an attack
of dysentery. It was diagnosed as mild, but soon became life-threatening. A
hurried transfer to Zanzibar, where better medical aid was available, could not save
him, even though the doctor there thought it was only a mild attack. A few days
later he expired--the first missionary to die of this disease in East Africa. His
unexpected death caused so much sympathy in Zanzibar that virtually all consuls
of the various nations and all Europeans came to his funeral, even though the
Brother was almost unknown there.
B. G. 11, 254 f.
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Br. Emilian (Pius) FLORIAN 31 ALSACE F TZA
* July 3, 1849, Mertzwiller

+ February 2, 1881 Bagamoyo

A brother of Br. Louis Florian, he was only seventeen years old when he made
his profession on September 9, 1866 at Chevilly. He was assigned to the Cellule
community and served there as a leather worker till 1878, except for a brief period
during the Franco-Prussian War when he was mobilized. A fervent religious and
profoundly attached to the Congregation, he was very happy when he could return
to the community.
In November 1878 his dream of going to the missions was realized by his
assignment to the Zanguebar prefecture. His superiors placed him there in the
Bagamoyo mission, where his craft would be very useful.
Two years after his arrival, he went, together with the other Brothers and some of
the mission boys, for a Sunday afternoon walk along the shore on January 30.
Returning home, he felt very weak. Three days later, racked by a "pernicious
fever," he died an edifying death on the Feast of the Purification, while in the church
the community was singing the Maqnjfjcat of the Vespers.
B.G. 11, 953 ff.
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Fr. Franyois Antoine HIRTZLIN 38 ALSACE TZA
• July 31, 1850 Bisel

+ February 10,

1889 Bagamoyo

Orphaned in his teens, he went to the diocesan junior seminary of Colmar in
1869, then hesitated between the Foreign Missions Society of Paris and the
Spiritans, but finally opted for the latter. Ordained a priest, he made his first vows
on August 25, 1878 at Chevilly and received his appointment for the Zanguebar
prefecture.
Together with Br. Emilien he sailed on October 6, 1878 to his destination and was
sent to Bagamoyo. He quickly learned Swahili and came to acquire a thorough
knowledge of the language while occupying himself with the orphans.
From 1882 on, he devoted himself especially to the ministry of baptizing children
and adults in danger of death, both in person and through lay catechists and others
who he trained especially for this work.
He circulated daily from village to village over his territory in this work until the
"Arab Revolt" made it impossible. The enforced idleness was a heavy weight on
him.
He became sick of it, not only mentally but even physically. "Since the beginning
of January," he said, early in February, "I have lost over 300 baptisms." A bad
patient, he did not like to be doctored and declined strong remedies: "they would
kill me." Then his fever killed him in a few days.
B.G. 15, 133 ff.
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Br. Acheul (Albert) DREYER 28 ALSACE TZA
* April 26, 1862 Mulhouse

+ January 6, 1891 Zanzibar

He was only a fourteen year old apprentice locksmith when in 1876 he entered
Chevilly as a pre-postulant Brother. Admitted to pronounce his first vows on
September 8, 1879, he asked to be appointed to "the missions.•
Sent to the Zanguebar Vicariate, he sailed from Marseille on November 2 of the
same year, together with two other Brothers. We find him stationed there in various
places as needed by the vicariate's expanding works, such as Bagamoyo,
Tununguo and llonga.
Eleven years after his arrival in Africa, Fr. Charles Gommenginger took the
versatile Br. Acheul with him from Bagamoyo in an attempt to establish a new
mission in Kilimanjaro. They travelled up the Tana River for ten days and arrived at
the area within which the bishop wanted them to select the most suitable spot.
Brother and his helpers erected temporary shelters there on the "highest" place,
and on January 14, 1890 the new mission was officially opened.
Unfortunately, the Tana River floods twice a year and their "highesf spot was not
high enough; many of their belongings got lost. So they had to move. Then they
discovered that the alternative site at Makengue was the haunt of slave-hunting
Somali and therefore unsuitable.
Not daring to go outside the area specified by the bishop, Fr. Charles sent Brother
Acheul to Bagamoyo to get instructions. The round trip took two months, and the
bishop's answer was that they should try to go to Subaki. Then Fr. Charles
became gravely ill and Br. Acheul had to nurse him day and night, while also taking
charge of the transport of all material and of the Christians who had come with
them to start the new mission. He accomplished the double task to everyone's
satisfaction.
In October 1890 we find him again in Bagamoyo, preparing everything for the
next attempt; he himself was also to go again on that expedition. (Eventually it
would succeed in Kilema.)
Then in December, just before the departure of the group, he developed a fever.
Rushed to the hospital in Zanzibar, this utterly devoted and energetic young
Brother died of black water fever.
B.G. 15, 915 ff.; 745 ff.
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Fr. Charles J. SACLEUX 87 FRANCE TZA KEN F
+ May 16, 1944, Grasse, France
• J U L Y 5, 1856 d. of Arras
He was ordained a priest December 27, 1878 and made his profession August
24, 1879. On October 19 of the same year he sailed for Zanzibar, the starting point
from which all missions on the mainland in the east of Africa would spring, from
Cape Delgado to Cape Guardafui in Somalia.
At once he set out to learn Swahili and he was eventually to become the world's
greatest expert in this lingua franca of East Africa. This, of course, implied long and
intensive contact with the people speaking the language, and Zanzibar, which as
center of trade in that part of the world was a good place to do so. We find him
stationed there nearly all the time he spent in Africa, except for some time in 189798 when he was listed as attached to the new mission in Mombasa, Kenya.
In addition to the language, Sacleux also paid attention to the people's culture
and to botany, again acquiring an enviable reputation in these fields through his
articles in learned journals. More than 200 species of plants owe their scientific
names to him.
In 1898 he left Africa and became professor at the senior seminary of the
Congregation in Chevilly. For forty years he held this position and continued his
publications about East Africa. The French government recognized his merits by
awarding him the Legion of Honor. In 1939 he retired to Cellule and from there in
1943 to the milder climate of La Grasse. He continued working there on his
magnum opus, the final edition of his renowned French-Swahili dictionary. After
making his last correction on the text on the 14th of may, he died peacefully two
days later. War time conditions postponed its publication till 1949.
This final edition had been preceded by an earlier version published in 1891 in
Zanzibar (and France), a grammar of Swahili and a grammar of Swahili dialects,
both published in 1909. He also wrote Christian literature for the use of the
missions, such as Hadjsj ya Djnj. a short story of religion (296 pages) in 1902.
Compared to those who came after him, a Swahili expert wrote in the 1960s, he
was like a giant among puny weaklings.
B.G. 39, 594 f. Walbert Bohlmann, "P. Charles Sacleux, CSSp, Missionar und
Wissenschaftler" Zejtschrift tor Mjssjonswjssenschaft, vol. 4, 1948, 17-32; c . de
Gallo, "Le R.P. Charles Sacleux," Le Naturafiste Canadjen, vol. 77, 1950, 96-111.
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Br. Adelin (Jean) LANGLAIS 68 GUADELOUPE TZA
+ September 28, 1913 Zanzibar
* January 29, 1845 Marie Galante
The first Guadeloupian to join the Congregation, he had been a sugar cane
grower and refiner on his island home; later he lived for three years as a trader in
Haiti. Then he entered the novitiate of Chevilly in 1878 at the age of thirty-three.
Professed on September 8, 1879, he met Fr. Baur, then on leave from East Africa,
and he was allowed to go with him to the mission there.
Assigned to Bagamoyo, he undertook the daunting task of supervising the
gardens and coconut plantations of that mission and of the young, still unmarried,
men who worked there. On occasion, he knew how to use his fists when he was
attacked by a malcontent. He was successful when he tried to introduce the difficult
culture of vanilla to Bagamoyo's impressive plantations. He also spent a few years
on the island of Pemba doing the same kind of work there.
After about fourteen years of being officially attached to Bagamoyo, he transferred
to Morogoro, \"'/here the coffee plantation had been invaded by some disease.
In 1909, when he was sixty-four, he obtained hi's retirement, but could not resist
the appeal of Bp. Allgeyer to go back to Pemba. Ten months later, however, he
had to give up: he could no longer work. Returning to Zanzibar, he spent his
remaining two years in prayer. He died peacefully in his sleep there.
Bio. 5, 397 ff.; MOP 130.
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Br. Darius (Jakob) SIEPE 46 GERMANY TZA
* December 26, 1849, Stachelau, Westphalia

+ August 7, 1896 Knechtsteden

Together with his brother Wilhelm (Cornelius in religion), he entered the
Congregation and made his first vows on September 8, 1880 at Chevilly. A mason
by trade, he was assigned to East Africa, while his brother went to West Africa. We
have no details about his work there, but undoubtedly he must have rendered
valuable services since so much had to be done to build up the missions there.
Sixteen years later, the two brothers received a leave in their home country at the
same time to see their aging parents once more and to meet each other. When
the visit was over, they started on their voyage back to their missions. On the way,
they stopped over at the newly founded central community of Knechtsteden. There
Brother Darius died of pneumonia.
B.G. 18,278; MOP 44
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Fr. Ferdinand FRITSCH 28 ALSACE TZA
" May 8, 1870 Hersbach

+ September 5, 1882 Bagamoyo

He had been in formation houses of the Congregation for nine years and had
been ordained a priest, before on August 29, 1880 he made his vows.
Two months later he sailed to East Africa, together with Fr. Andre Maurer and Fr.
Amand Acker.
Having been introduced to missionary life in Bagamoyo, he got a new taste of it
when Fr. Baur early in February 1881 took him along on a safari to the new
Mandera mission. He then left him there as a companion to Fr. Eugene Strebler
(not to be confused with Charles Strebler or Bernard Strebler). When Fr. Eugene
died early in 1882, Fritsch went back to Bagamoyo to get the new superior of the
mission, Fr. Picarda. The two way trip proved so tiring for him that he nearly died of
exhaustion on the plains of Karabaka.
Nonetheless, he managed to reach Mandera. He died a few months later.
B.G. 12, 529; 13, 83 ff.
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Br. Aristides (Joseph) MILKAU 29 GERMANY TZA
+ September 14, 1882 Bagamoyo
"May 27, 1853 Lierenberg, East Prussia
In 1878 he went to France, where he pronounced his first vows on September 8,
1880 at Chevilly. Already well-trained, he was assigned to East Africa.
Less than two years after his arrival, he died there of measles.
B.G. 12,559; MOP 11.
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Abp. Alexandre LE ROY 84 FRANCE RUN F IND TZA GBN
* January 19, 1854 St.-Senier-de-Beuvron, Manches
+ April 21, 1938 Paris
In 187 4 Fr. Homer of the Zanguebar prefecture attracted this gifted student of the
diocesan senior seminary of Coutances to the Congregation. He continued his
studies at the Congregation's facilities in Langonnet and Chevilly; he was ordained
a priest there on August 10, 1876 and pronounced his first vows on August 26,
1877.
While still at Langonnet, he began spitting blood and, fearing tuberculosis, he
prayed earnestly to Fr. Laval, asking for "ten years of active life." Laval's response
was generous: he obtained sixty. Yet, Le Roy's first assignment made him
unhappy; all he got was an appointment to teach in the Spiritan college of
Reunion. His hopes were raised when that college had to close almost as soon as
he had arrived because the new bishop withdrew his financial support. But he was
simply reassigned to the college of Cellule and then in 1880 to that of Pondicherry,
India. He almost despaired of getting ever out of the classroom, when in 1881 Fr.
Le Vavasseur redeemed his pledge to send him to Africa.
At last in December of 1881 he landed on the continent of his dreams. There he
was placed in famous Bagamoyo, from which point all explorations and
expeditions wended their way into the continent. Not for him, though, to share in
such enterprises. He was placed in charge of the orphans, as was usual for new
arrivals until they had learned the language well enough to do other work. He
fretted about it and wrote, with his usual wit, that "all I have to do here is see to it
that each little boy has a chamberpot."
The situation changed dramatically when he was able to replace ailing confreres
in other missions and to accompany Fr. Baur or Bp. de Courmont on exploratory
trips to determine the best locations for the missions. A keen observer of the land,
its people and their customs, and endowed with a fertile pen, he wrote numerous
articles and several books about his travels that were widely read by the public at
large. He also felt at ease with African people, whatever the tribe to which they
belonged, and could converse freely with them. Moreover, he had a good grasp of
what ought to be done.
For example, when he was stationed in Bagamoyo and noticed that a slave
mentality still existed among the young people who worked for the mission, he
simply stopped the system of providing them with all they needed and demanding
that they work for the mission; he replaced it by setting them "free": from now on
they would grow their own food, maintain their own huts, and work for wages in the
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mission or elsewhere to earn a living. It stopped all the abuses that had crept into
the system.
We may relate here a story showing Le Roy's wit even in a trying situation. On
one of his trips he was sent to Morogoro to replace the ailing priest stationed there,
but he himself also became seriously ill. Expecting death, the two priests anointed
each other. Then the other priest died while Le Roy seemed to be in a coma. The
one Brother in the mission made a coffin, conducted the funeral and then returned
to the house. Looking at Fr. Le Roy, he thought that this one was also dead and
muttered, "Dam it! I'll have to do it all over again. It is disgusting, but I do not even
have another packing case to make a coffin for him." Whereupon the would-be
corpse replied: "Why don't you use a sack?" Anyhow, he recovered and could
return to Zanzibar.
His explorations were not limited to what had become German East Africa, but
extended into British territory in Kenya, where he penetrated as far as Malindi and
became acquainted with Pygmies. He also climbed Mount Kilimanjaro up to
16,500 feet and laid the foundations for the evangelization of the Chagga people.
His description of that trip reached many, including an avid former mountain
climber better known as Pope Pius XI (1922-1939). Years later, when he was
received in audience by this Pope, he heard him say: "I followed you up all the way
on Mount Kilimanjaro."
On this trip he also became acquainted with the nomadic Maasai: they received
him very graciously and impressed him as a splendid people who would be a great
asset to the faith if they were to accept Christianity. Le Roy would have loved to
stay on in that area for the remainder of his life. But it was not to be.
In 1892, after nearly 11 years in Africa, the Holy See named him vicar apostolic of
Gabon on the West Coast of the continent. Ordained a bishop on October 9, 1892
at Coutances, he arrived in Libreville on March 19, 1893. He visited and
reorganized the missions and founded several new ones, introduced the system of
catechists-he even got official permission to associate married catechists with the
Congregation as a kind of Third Order-and opened a seminary that would produce
several African priests.
In 1896 this phase of his life came to an end when he was elected Superior
General of the Congregation. As such, he reorganized it into provinces and work
districts, laid the foundation for new provinces in Belgium, the Netherlands,
England, Switzerland and Poland, saw the Spiritans expelled from Portugal in
1910 but readmitted again in the 1920s, and in 1904 managed to convince the
highest court in France that the executive government of the country did not have
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the power to expel the Congregation; only a new law of the legislative branch could
do so. In this way he saved the Generalate and the Province of France from having
to go into total exile, even though numerous colleges and schools had to be given
up and he had to find suitable positions for the 300 Fathers and Brothers working in
them. In preparing that lawsuit before the supreme court he also found out that he
was not the fifth but the fifteenth superior general of the Congregation.
He remained Superior General for thirty years playing a crucial role in many
events. He saw 600 members of the Congregation mobilized for Ward War One,
and 124 of these lose their lives. Remarkably enough, among the survivors only
two scholastics and three Brothers did not return to the ranks of the Congregation.
He saw the institute flourish and expand and its missions growth beyond all
expectations; he also founded in 1924 the missionary Sisters of the Holy Spirit.
Feeling old and seriously ailing, he resigned in 1926. On the golden anniversary
of his ordination in the same year, the Holy See raised him to the rank o f an
archbishop in recognition for his tremendous work. Once he had resigned,
however, his health improved considerably and for another decade he could
continue to write.
Finally, twelve years after his resignation, his weakened heart could no longer
carry on and he passed away peacefully.
B.G. 38, 525 ff.; MS Mes souvenirs (autobiography) 124 pages; Henri Gore
Mgr, Alexandre Le Roy, Paris, n.d., 228 pages. For a listing of his numerous works
in Swahili and French, plus translations, see Bjb!jotheca Mjssjonum, vol. 18, 98 ff.
(ten pages).
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Br. Vincent de Paul (Daniel) McNALLY 69 IRELAND IRL F MRT KEN AUS BWN
* December 10, 1838 Dorsomine, Co. Monaghan

+ January 3, 1908 Langonnet

Early in 1860 he entered the Congregation as a postulant at Blachardstown and
made his vows on September 28, 1862 at Chevilly. After working at Blackrock and
Rockwell (1864), he served in Langonnet and Cellule, until his desire to serve in the
missions could be granted in November 1872 and he was assigned to Mauritius.
He worked there in a college, but was happy when it was decided to close it in
1881 and he was transferred to East Africa.
He was in his element there in the busy missions of Zanzibar and Bagamoyo. In
1886, however, a new inland mission was launched in Botswana in connection with
Fr. Duparquet's attempts to penetrate into the deep interior below the equator.
Brother Vincent was chosen to be one of the five Spiritans composing the original
team. The failure of this attempt resulted in his transfer to Australia to pioneer there
again with the opening of Holy Spirit College in Ballarat. In 1892 he could return to
East Africa.
This time he was stationed in Mombasa. He spent the remaining years of his
active life in Africa at this mission, supplying inland foundations with all their needs
and making himself useful to his beloved Africans.
Exhausted after thirty years in the tropics, he retired to Rockwell and then in 1904
to Langonnet. There he died, leaving behind the memory of a very pious and
devoted confrere, whose humorous stories about what he had seen and heard all
over the world often entertained the retired veterans in Langonnet.
Bio. 3, 241 ff.
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Fr. Cada PICARDA 33 FRANCE TZA
* August 17, 1854 Meslan, Morbihan

+ October 13, 1887 Zanzibar

He followed in the footsteps of three of his brothers who had entered the
Congregation, one of them being Bp. Mathurin Picarda, Vicar Apostolic of
Senegambia.
He began his junior studies at Langonnet in 1869, did his theology at Chevilly
and was ordained on December 22, 1876. Following his profession in August
1877, he taught for two years at Langonnet until in 1880 he received his
assignment to Mauritius. When the Spiritan college there closed soon after his
arrival, he was happy to be transferred to the continent of his dreams, Africa.
He arrived there on January 23, 1882 and was at once assigned to the Mandera
mission as its superior. It was a very promising mission, but it needed still to be
built up and he gave himself to it with all his zeal and strength for five years.
In September 1887 Bp. de Courmont called him to Zanzibar to assist Fr. Sacleux
there during the absence of Fr. Alexandre Le Roy, for he wished to take that young
priest with him on an exploratory trip to the Mombasa region.
On arrival in
Zanzibar, Fr. Picarda suffered attacks of malaria. He died of black water fever
about three weeks later.
8.G. 14, 361 ff.
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Fr. Antonio da CONCEl<;AO 36 INDIA TZA
* August, 1847 Bombay

+ March 30, 1883 Zanzibar

Paulo Antonio Washington da Conceic;ao, to give him his full name, had gone
from Goa to the island of Zanzibar to practice as an attorney for Indians before the
English tribunal there. This fervent Christian made his acquaintance with the
Spiritan missionaries and admired them so much that he wanted to become a
priest and a member of the Congregation. His request was granted, but as there
were no local facilities for the necessary studies, the Fathers sent him to France.
He suffered from the chilly climate of Europe and contracted tuberculosis.
Nonetheless, he could be ordained a priest, make his novitiate, and then
pronounce his religious vows on July 15, 1882.
Having been appointed to the Zanguebar Vicariate, he could sail for Zanzibar in
late July or August 1882 with high hopes for a fruitful ministry among his
compatriots.
It was not to be. To the consternation of his confreres and his
compatriots in Zanzibar, his tuberculosis flared up with great vehemence soon after
his arrival. He died a few months later.
B.G. 11, 997; 12, 393 f; 13, 20 f.
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Br. Theonas O'DONNELL 33 IRELAND TZA
* August, 1851 Baherlahan, Cashel

+ November 2, 1884 Morogoro

He pronounced his vows on March 19, 1876 at Rockwell and served for several
years in the community and at Blackrock.
On September 3, 1882 he could sail to East Africa, where he was assigned to the
group of Fathers and Brothers who put up the temporary shelters for the new
Morogoro mission. The work had started on the day after Christmas of that year
and took about one year to accomplish.
Disaster struck on October 3, 1884. Someone was careless and accidentally set
fire to the thatch roof of the residence on a day when a strong breeze was blowing.
It took less than ten minutes to set the entire complex ablaze. Nothing escaped the
greedy flames except a few goats, which a leopard or lion disposed of a few days
later. As there was a drought in the area, the Spiritan staff and the young Christian
families of the village were left without any food, except a few roots they could dig
up, until Bp. de Courmont passed by a few weeks later on route to the Ukami
region and food supplies could be carried in from Bagamoyo.
Br. Theonas worked like one possessed for several days after the disaster,
despite warnings to slow down. Then he fell into a deep depression from which
nothing could draw him. Fever took hold of him and he died a few weeks later.
B.G.13, 1110ff., IBN November2

61
51

Fr. Louis Charles GOMMENGINGER 48 ALSACE F RUN MRT SL TZA KEN
+ October 31, 1890 at sea aboard SS. Ethiopia
* April 14, 1842 St. Moritz
A brother of Fr. Auguste and a nephew of Fr. Louis Hiltz, he joined the
Congregation in 1858 at Langonnet, was ordained a priest on September 22,
1866, and made his vows on August 25, 1867 at Chevilly.
After one year at St. Michel's colony for delinquent boys in France, he was sent to
Reunion and placed at the Providence Institute. He worked there zealously and
with much success among the island's multinational juvenile delinquents. Then
when riots broke out in the town, a mob converged on the institute. Although the
militia could repel the attackers, the governor of the island gave in to the demand
that the institute's inmate apprentices be reduced from about 250 to no more than a
dozen.
Fr. Charles was then transferred to Mauritius until in 1872 his wish to work in
Africa could be granted by an assignment to Sierra Leone. A man of courage and
daring, who could face almost any situation without flinching, he made explorations
along several rivers to prepare new foundations. When the Superior of the mission
fell iJI and had to return to France, Fr.Charles became its vice-prefect (under the
nominal command of the Superior General as official Pro-Vicar). He travelled to
the kingdom of the Ashanti to attempt a new foundation there and then went on to
open one at Rio Pongo.
In 1879 bad health forced him to go to France for a long rest. He spent it in the
Beauvais college community, working as a chaplain and animating the
Archconfraternity of St. Joseph, from which the junior seminary of Seyssinet (later
transferred to Allex) developed.
In 1881 his frequent requests to be reassigned to Africa could be granted and he
was sent to the Zanguebar mission. Together with his younger brother Auguste, he
sailed on September 3, 1882 for his destination. In December of the same year we
find him, together with Fr. Baur and Br. Zenon, in Morogoro after a twelve day
inland trek. A short time later, the Frs. Le Roy and Maurer arrived With a caravan of
60 porters and a group of young Christians to help in the starting of the mission. Fr.
Charles remained there for seven years and labored mightily; he is the one who
should be considered the true founder of the Morogoro mission.
In 1888 he was designated to open another mission in the British-controlled
sector of the vicariate. With Br. Acheul he set out on a long trek up the Tana river
and, following instructions, settled in an area subject to inundation in the twiceyearly floods of that stream. When the waters rose, they managed to escape and

62
fled down to the coast in an incredibly strenuous, long and perilous journey by
water and land.
Exhausted, he became seriously ill with malaria. He died aboard the st amer
Ethjopja. which was transporting him from Mombasa to Zanzibar, just when the
ship was within sight of the northern tip of the island.

P, Ludwig Kad Gommengjnger, Edebnjsse and Arbejten
ejnes afrikanjschen Mjssjonars. Rixheim, 1900, 454 pages + 30 page appendix.
B.G. 15, 842 ff.; Th. Huck,
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Fr. Auguste, GOMMENGINGER 86 ALSACE TZA
* January 7, 1857 Wittisheim

+ April 18, 1943 Kilema

Following in the footsteps of his elder brother, Charles, he joined the
Congregation in France. Ordained a priest, he could pronounce his vows on
August 26, 1882 at Chevilly.
Together with his brother Charles he sailed for East Africa on September 3 of the
same year and arrived in Zanzibar a few weeks later. He went through the usual
initiation period on that island and learned to speak Swahili.
From 1885 on we find him successively in Mhonda, Morogoro, Honga, and
Bagamoyo, where he also functioned as procurator for the inland missions.
Thereafter he remained, except for a brief interruption, in Kllema from 1892 till
1943. He is described as the founder of the very fruitful mission among the
Chagga, that wonderful tribe dwelling on the slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro. He
developed this mission so well that in 1910 it became a separate vicariate under
Bp. Munsch.
During the fifty years he spent in East Africa he saw many political changes: the
sultanate lost its authority on the mainland and ended up as a British protectorate;
Germany seized Tanganyika as a colony, while Great Britain did the same with
Kenya; then, after World War 1.wo, Tanganyika became a League of Nations'
mandate administered by the British; then came World War Two, whose end he did
not see. Religiously, the vicariate in which he worked was divided and then
subdivided again and again; yet whatever happened, he stayed and could
continue to carry on his work until he retired in 1932.
By then he had become the grand old man among the East Africa missionaries.
Yet, he lived on for another decade. Where there had been only a handful of
Christians in Tanganyika and Kenya when he arrived in 1882, there were many
vicariates and prefectures with hundreds of thousands of Catholics, and all signs
pointing to an even brighter future.
One of the great Spiritan pioneers in East Africa, he could lay down his head in
peace, like a good pastor who had securely guarded his flock and see it grow and
multiply.
MOP 373.
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Fr. Jean MEVEL 43 FRANCE TZA KEN
* February 5, 1857 Plougastel, Brittany

+ September 22, 1900 Zanzibar

After studying philosophy and theology at Langonnet and Chevilly, he was
ordained December 17, 1881 at Clermont-Ferrand and made his profession on
August 26, 1883 in Chevilly. As he wished, he was appointed to East Africa.
He sailed from Marseille six weeks later and was assigned to Mandera. He
quickly learned Swahili and proved to be quite adaptable to local customs, such as
long palavers.
One year later, he transferred to Tununguo. When its director.Fr. Dault, died
shortly after his arrival, he took over the mission, completed its buildings, organized
the defense of the mission against marauding Mafiti, and took care of its Christian
village. He found a valuable friend in the old chieftain of the area and became the
arbitrator respected by all, but the work of evangelizing the local population
progressed only slowly. That was to be expected, of course; in time, it would come:
one man does the sowing, but another one reaps the harvest.

'

After a leave in France, he was transferred in 1892 to Sura in present-day Kenya.
Here his kindness and adaptability again proved to be a great asset during the
remaining seven years of his labor.
Plagued by recurrent fevers, he entered the hospital of Zanzibar in Septerriber.
He died there a few days later.
B.G. 20, 732 ff.: MOP 62
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Fr. Louis Edward SOMMIER 32 FRANCE F TZA
* August 19, 1851 Louvenne, (d. of St. Claude)

+ April 18, 1884, Bagamoyo

He entered the Congregation in 187 4 and made his profession on August 25,
1879 at Chevilly, shortly after being ordained. At first, he ministered in Langonnet
and then at the college of Mesnieres.
In 1883 he was assigned to the Zanguebar Vicariate, where he resided in
Bagamoyo. He gave himself wholeheartedly to this mission. Barely one year later,
however, on returning from the island of Zanzibar, he was seized by a "pernicious
fever" and died three days later.
"Like his life," wrote Bp. de Courmont, "his death was that of a saint."

I

I

B. G. 13,289
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Bp. Raoul Le Bas de COURMONT 83 MARTINIQUE F MTQ TZA KEN
+ February 20, 1925 Paris
* April 15, 1841 Carbet
His wealthy parents were rather indifferent in religious matters; they belonged to
the French nobility and owned large plantations in Martinique. Although they lost
nearly everything in the collapse of the sugar cane industry, they sent their very
intelligent son to France to be educated at a college in the Pyrenees. He had
about finished his studies there when in 1858 Bernadette Soubirous' vision of the
Blessed Virgin in nearby Lourdes shook him to the core. He gave up his love for
literature and poetry; switched to the polytechnical institute in Paris; gave that up
also in 1860 and applied for admission to Holy Spirit Seminary in Paris as a future
colonial priest. Then, in 1862 he requested permission to enter the Congregation.
To test his vocation, he was sent to Martinique, where he prefected for four years
at the Spiritan college. Having passed the test, he returned to France, finished his
theology, was ordained on June 6, 1868, and pronounced his vows on August 23
of the same year.
His first assignment kept him in Paris to teach at Holy Spirit Seminary. It was
interrupted by the Franco-Prussian War of 1870, when he served as a military
chaplain and became a prisoner of war. When peace returned, he resumed his
lectures at the seminary, and became its director.
In 1883 the Holy See made him the first Vicar Apostolic of Zanguebar. Ordained
a bishop on December 16, 1883 in Paris, he arrived in Zanzibar on March 23,
1884.
One of his first major initiatives was to call together the leaders and experts
among his priests for a whole week of deliberations about the mission and the task
ahead of them. A plan was worked out to train African helpers, to instruct people in
Christian religion for both prospective converts and those already converted, and
for the mainland expansion of the mission through the establishment of Christian
villages. And, once the principles had been agreed upon, the bishop saw to it that
they were adhered to by all.
To the existing missions on the mainland at Bagamoyo, Mandera, Morogoro and
Mhonda, he added new ones in Tununguo (1884), llonga (1886), Kilema (1890),
and Kibosho (1893) in German East Africa, and Mombasa (1892) and Sura (1892)
in British-controlled Kenya.
In Zanzibar, where he had his residence, he built a beautiful church to serve as a
kind of cathedral. He greatly encouraged the study of the land and its people, their
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customs and history. He himself published a history of the Zanzibar sultanate in
1886.
During the "Arab Revolt" he endeavored to foster peace; yet, as a Frenchman, he
felt not in his place in a vicariate that had most of its missions in German East
Africa.
In 1896 he became seriously ill and went on sick leave. Thinking that the end of
his life was near, he resigned. However, unexpectedly he recovered and spent
another twenty-five years as an auxiliary bishop in Paris. After four years of
retirement, he died of old-age infirmities.
B.G. 332,276 ff., 323 fff.; MOP 244
56

Br. Basilide (Louis) HUSS 44 ALSACE TZA
• June 8, 1848 Wegersheim

+ September 6, 1892 Zanzibar

He entered Chevilly as a postulant Brother in 1882 and made his first vows there
on September 8, 1884.
Assigned at once to East Africa, he arrived there together with Br. Dulhac Kuntz
later in the same year. Morogoro became the main theater of his activities during
the eighteen years he spent in Africa.
He did for it what Br. Dulhac did for Mhonda, building up the mission, cultivating
its gardens and extending its coffee plantations, making the whole place pleasant
to see and agreeable to work in.
In August 1892 he became seriously ill and was sent to the coast for a rest in
Europe. But the steamer did not accept sick people, so that he went instead to the
hospital in Zanzibar. He died there of black water fever.
B.G. 16, 737 f.
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Br. Gaetan MACKIN
IRELAND
* May 27, 1847 Granard, Longford

IRL MRT TT TZA MDG

He entered the novitiate of Blackrock in 1870, and was admitted there to his
profession on December 30, 1871. For three years he worked in the college and
he could make his perpetual vows there in 187 4.
In September of the same year he sailed for Mauritius and worked there till in
April 1882 its Spiritan college closed its doors. Transferred to Trinidad in the fall of
1882, he served at St. Mary's College for two years.
On July 6, 1884 he sailed for East Africa.We find him stationed there consecutively
at Zanzibar, Kondoa and Bagamoyo.
On February 10, 1889 he sailed for Mayotte, one of the so-called Little Malgache
Islands, now part of Madagascar. He left the Congregation there in July 1889.
SWWW 91 and B.G. passim
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Fr. Yves RIOU 26 FRANCE TZA
* February 10, 1859 d. of Quimper, Brittany

+ August 23, 1885 Kondoa

After being ordained a priest, he made his vows on October 5, 1884 at Chevilly.
Seven days later, together with three companions, he sailed for East Africa.
He made an excellent impression on Bp. de Courmont as a very promising
missionary and one who experienced little difficulty in getting used to the African
climate. Soon after his arrival he was assigned to Morogoro.
Impressed by the talents of the young man, the bishop entrusted a special mission
to him in May 1885. In the Usagara region there existed a scientific post established
by the French committee of the International African Association. As that region had
become part of German East Africa, that station was being given up, and its
president, Ferdinand de Lesseps, donated it to the Spiritans. Fr. Rieu was sent to
take it over on May 26, 1885. In July he got a companion in Fr. Auguste Gommenginger.
A few weeks later, Fr. Rieu contracted a fever, and a constriction of the throat made
it almost impossible for him to take any food. Realizing that he was going to die, he
prayed that he could do so on the patronal feast of the Holy Heart of Mary. His wish
was granted.
B.G. 13, 884 and 1130 f.
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Br. Dulhac (Joseph) KUNTZ 26 ALSACE TZA
* April 3, 1866 Friesenheim

+ August 7, 1892 Mhonda

He entered as a pre-postulant Brother in 1880 at Chevilly and was admitted to his
profession on September 8, 1884.
In September of the same year, he could sail to East Africa. Assigned by Bp. de
Courmont to Mhonda, he briefly switched from there to Morogoro and then to
Zanzibar when fever struck him. He recovered, however, and returned to Mhonda.
An untiring worker and skilled as a mason and carpenter, he rebuilt, with the help
of his apprentices and a few grown men, all ten mud-walled structures of that
mission in dry bricks.
He had also a marvelous way of dealing with the fifty
orphans entrusted to his care. No wonder they loved him.
In 1891 when he was ailing, he bishop took him to the coast and sent him to
Zanzibar's hospital. He endured its enforced idleness for a few weeks and then
returned to Mhonda, working as hard as ever. His health, however, continued to
get worse and, at last, he had to take to his bed with a fever. Seven days later, this
splendid worker and saintly religious died.
B.G. 16, 631 ff.
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Fr. Nicolas PACE 50 FRANCE TZA GBN
* February 16, 1858 Eas-en-Ereac, Brittany

+ June 1, 1908 Paris

He entered the Congregation in 1878 for his senior studies at Langonnet. Then
he was sent to Saint llan as a prefect to see whether he was able to overcome his
excessive timidity and become a leader, if not of men, then at least of juvenile
delinquents. It took him two years, but he passed the grade. After his ordination,
he made his vows on August 23, 1885.
Appointed to East Africa, he departed one month later from Marseille and, on
arrival, was stationed in Morogoro and Bagamoyo to look after the children that
were being educated in those missions. Though he was tall enough to be called a
giant, his self-confidence left him completely and he failed in this task. He returned
to France in 1887. Transferred to Gabon and placed under the expert guidance of
Fr. Leon Lejeune, he did not do much better. Nonetheless, he rendered many
services inside the community, and he succeeded also in becoming popular
among the boys in the various missions to which he was attached. He could calm
their anger when they felt disregarded or insulted by someone with a quick temper.
Going on sick leave to France in 1908, he had another attack of black water fever.
It took him away in two days.
Bio. 3, 321 ff.
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Br. Faron (Fran�ois) DOLLINGER 19 ALSACE TZA
* May 1, 1869 Uhlviller

+ January 23, 1889 llonga

He entered the Congregation at Chevilly in 1883, made his vows there on
September 8, 1885 and received his appointment to the Zanguebar Vicariate.
On September 27 of the same year he could sail together with six confreres to
Aden; from there was a German steamer to Zanzibar, where they arrived in late
October.
Placed at Bagamoyo, he quickly learned Swahili and was made a
prefect first of the younger children and then of the older ones. At his own repeated
request to be sent inland to a place where he could share the privations of the
Fathers and Brothers stationed there, Bp. de Courmont assigned him in 1888 to the
newly opened mission of llonga. Strong as an ox, and already fairly skilled in
various trades, he held out the promise of a long and fruitful life of service, but it
was not to be. Three years after his arrival in Africa, he died of black water fever.
B.G. 15, 140
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Br. Cyriacus (Ludolf) BLUME 69 GERMANY TZA
* March 14, 1864 Elspe, Westphalia

+ April 30, 1933 Zanzibar

He entered the Congregation in 1883 and made his vows at Chevilly on
September 8, 1885.
Together with seven other Spiritans, he sailed from Marseille on September 27
for Aden, where six of them transferred to another ship going on to Zanzibar. Bp.
de Courmont kept him in Zanzibar.
Being a wood worker by trade and familiar with other crafts, he taught at the
mission's trade school while also supervising the boys of the orphanage. In 1907
he became the headmaster of the trade school and he did a good job of training his
young charges while also forming their character and conscience. He built the
Catholic hospital that Fr. Acker had planned for Zanzibar and, together with Brother
Kilian Retting, he did the construction work of the bishop's cathedral.
At the
sultan's request, the two also built a royal hospital for the poor and a lepers' center.
The sultan was so pleased with them that he appointed the two Brothers directors
of the royal public works department.
During World War One he could continue his work unimpeded, but he returned to
Germany in 1928 on a short leave.
Having spent 47 years in Africa, he died after a brief illness.
MOP 311
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Fr. Louis DESCH NE 23 FRANCE TZA
• December 26, 1862, Thonen (d. of Annecy)

+ October 10, 1885 Aden

Ordained during his novitiate year, he made his vows on August 25, 1885 at
Chevilly and was very happy when he received his appointment to East Africa.
Together with six other Spiritans, he embarked on September 27 of the same
year on a vessel that was going to Aden; there they would switch to another
steamer. In the Red Sea he had an attack of gastritis that did not seem to be very
serious, but when the ship reached Aden, he had to be transported at once to the
Bon Pasteur hospital there. He died there three days later, edifying everyone by
the joy with which he offered his young life to God.
B.G. 13, 883 f. and 916
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Fr. Pierre P RENNEC 30 FRANCE TZA
• January 16, 1858 Ergue-Armel, Brittany

+ April 24, 1888 Morogoro

He finished his classical studies at Langonnet, did his theology at Chevilly, was
ordained during his novitiate year, and made his vows on August 25, 1885.
Assigned to East Africa, he sailed together with six other priests and brothers on
September 27 to Aden. There one of them, Fr. Louis Deschene, died less than two
months after taking his vows. Fr. Perennec was with him at the hospital during his
agony and so greatly moved by the saintly death of this promising confrere that he
exclaimed "I hope that when my time comes, I can die as saintly as he did."
Two days after that death the six remaining Spiritans boarded a German vessel
for Zanzibar and arrived there in October. Sp. de Courmont sent him to Tununguo.
He worked happily in that mission for eight months. Then dysentery and fever
forced his departure to the coast and on to the Zanzibar hospital. After recovering
he went to Morogoro in January 1888 There in its healthy climate this promising
and hard-working priest began to look pale and anemic. Yet he claimed he felt
perfectly well and declined taking quinine, arguing that in its mild climate he need
not take any.
He died there of black water fever a few months later.
8. G. 14, 597 and 625 ff.
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Br. Cereus (Johann) SPIEKERMANN 81 GERMANY D TZA
* February 7, 1858 Wenkhausen, Westphalia
+ September 17, 1930 Kilema
A master carpenter with his own workshop before entering the Congregation, he
made his vows on September 8, 1885 in Chevilly.
Appointed to East Africa, he sailed together with five Fathers and two Brothers via
Aden to Zanzibar on September 27 of the same year and was assigned to
Bagamoyo.
His professional expertise served him in good stead in the construction of several
missions throughout the vicariate of Kilimanjaro and in particular at Kilema and
Kibosho.
When during World War One, German East Africa was occupied by Allied troops,
they interned him as an enemy alien. In November 1920 he could return to
Germany. There was plenty of work for him there in Knechtsteden, building a 70
room facility for Brothers in training and teaching them the tricks of his trade.
In 1924 Bp. Gogarty of Kilimanjaro managed to obtain his return to his vicariate.
He continued to render service there for many years.
After 45 years in Africa this highly appreciated Brother died at a ripe old age.
MOP 347
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Fr. Emile LUTZ 79 ALSACE TZA KEN F
* February 6, 1862 Dauendorf

+ April

17, 1941 Langonnet

He followed in the footsteps of his elder brother Joseph, who worked in the
Spiritan missions of Sierra Leone before becoming the pioneer of the
Congregation's missions in Nigeria. Joseph had the pleasure of assisting Emile
during his first Mass in 1885 in his native town before their aging parents.
Professed on August 25 the same year, Emile received his assignment to East
Africa.
Together with three other Fathers and three Brothers, he sailed from Marseille on
September 27, 1885 for Aden, where they switched to another vessel for the
remainder of the voyage.
Soon after his arrival, he could be sent to Mhonda and six years later he became
the head of this mission. He labored there for about 12 years.
In 1898 we find him in Mombasa as mission procurator, then in 1902 on Zanzibar
island with Bp. Allgeyer, and two years later at Sura. Mombasa, however, became
the main theatre of his work. Apart from local ministry, he took care of supplying the
inland missions with their necessities.
He remained in Mombasa during World War One and does not seem to have
been disturbed as an enemy alien--unlike six of his confreres who were
transported to a prisoners of war camp in Ahmednagar, near Bombay.
After 37 years in Africa, illness forced him to return to France in May 1923. We
find him there attached to the community of Marseille and at other localities-,
rendering what little services he still could perform.
His retirement years were spent in Langonnet.
MOP 359 (muddled).
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Fr. Joseph KORNMANN 41 ALSACE TZA
* March 15, 1860 Westhausen

+ November 25,

1901 Moshi

A sister of the two Fathers Lutz talked to him when at the age of 18 he was on the
verge of joining the army and encouraged the pious young man to become a
missionary instead. He applied to the Congregation's junior seminary at Cellule to
complete his junior studies, did his senior studies at Chevilly and, after seven years
of preparation, he could be ordained and then make his vows on August 25, 1885.
On September 27 of the same year he sailed via Aden to the Zanguebar
vicariate, where he was assigned to the Mandera mission. Three years later he
became its director. In 1892 he assumed a similar function in Tununguo.
His enthusiasm for the Congregation and its works had induced his younger
brother Laurent to follow his example and in 1893 the two had the pleasure of
meeting in East Africa. Unfortunately, Laurent died prematurely three years later in
Bagamoyo.
Subsequently, we find Joseph in Zanzibar, Kibosho and Tanga until in 1901 Bp.
Allgeyer placed him in charge of the important mission of Kilema in the Kilimanjaro
mountains.
An old liver ailment flared up there. The doctor in Moshi successfully operated on
him, but thereafter his condition became worse and he died two weeks after the
operation. Interment took place at Kibosho.
B.G. 21,454 f.
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LAURENT and FRAN<;OIS

TANZANIA

AFRICAN SPIRITAN ASSOCIATES
Spiritan Associates are nothing new in the Congregation's history. In East Africa
the pioneering Fathers of the Zanguebar mission not only started a pre-seminary
and a pre-postulancy for young men who might be interested in joining the
Congregation as future priests or Brothers, but they also attracted laymen who
would work together with them as Spiritan Associates, much as was being done in
other parts of the world.
Our records show two African lay Associates in the Zanzibar mission in 1885,
1886 and 1887. They were explicitly referred to as "two indigenous associates"
(8.G. 13, 1059).
The one called FRAN<;OIS taught the elementary course in French, while
LAURENT taught the second year and was also listed as music director and
organist for the mission. At that time there existed in the mission on the island of
Zanzibar a school which educated some 30 boys, some of them ransomed from
slavery and others born of Christian parents. They were divided into two classes,
first and second year, and given a better education than others because they were
being prepared to function as catechists and auxiliaries in the inland missions on
the mainland.
The 1885 report mentions that these two associates were very intelligent and
devoted to their work; the boys, too, were praised as showing an excellent spirit,
openness and attachment to the mission. As to their education, the report says,
they learned with ease anything that European children would learn. Besides, they
showed a remarkable talent for music: they performed the most complicated
pieces with an ease that utterly astonished European visitors. (B.G. 13, 1065 f.).
Where could one find Catholic African-born people capable of teaching French in
the 1880s in East Africa? The only place where such training had been given was
the pre-seminary the Fathers had opened in Bagamoyo (transferred to Zanzibar in
1872). To prepare them for later studies in France, the rules of this seminary
forbade the use of any language except French in the house. Thus we may
reasonably conclude that Laurent and Franc;;ois were former students of that
seminary and also that therefore they must have been members of the Third Order of
the Congregation established in East Africa for these seminarians. (8.G. 8, 759).

75
69

Fr. Louis DARDENNE 29 FRANCE MTQ TZA
• April 8, 1860 Ardevon, d. of Coutances

+ February 28, 1890 Zanzibar

He entered the Congregation as a junior seminary student at Langonnet in 1878
and had done most of his senior studies when in 1883 he was sent to Martinique
for two years of prefecting at the local college. He also finished the necessary
theology studies there in private. Ordained on December 17, 1885 at Chevilly, he
made his vows on August 29, 1886 and was assigned to the Zanguebar vicariate.

.

Together with his classmate Fr. Helfer, Fr. Sacleaux and two Brothers, he sailed
on September 26 of the same year to Zanzibar .

..
I

Bp. de Courmont placed the hard-working and zealous young man in llonga,
where he took care of the children and supervised the material side of the mission.
After a few years he became the local head of that mission. Weak and exhausted
early in 1890, he was carried to Bagamoyo and from there went to Zanzibar for
further treatment. When he began to feel somewhat better, he did not trust the
doctor's unusual advice, but the illness gained the upperhand and he died there of
black water fever.
8. G. 15, 558 f. (the paging of bulletin no. 41 of May 1890 repeats the paging of
bulletin no. 40 of April).
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Fr. M. Eugene HELFER 29 ALSACE TZA
• June 8, 1861 Ohnheim

+ November 19, 1890 Morogoro

His classical studies were almost finished when he entered the junior seminary of
Cellule in 1878. He did his theology at Chevilly, where he was ordained on
November 1, 1885 and where he also made his first vows on August 29, 1886. His
fervent hope of being assigned to Africa was fulfilled: the Zanguebar vicariate
became his assignment.
Together with Fr. Sacleux and his classmate Fr. Dardenne, he sailed from
Marseille on September 26, 1886. We find his there at Tununguo for nearly all the
time he spent in Africa.
Having pronounced his perpetual vows in Zanzibar in March 1890, he went to
Morogoro to replace Fr. Karst for one month, when black water fever struck and
quickly put an end to the work of this fervent and promising young priest.
B.G. 15, 881 f.
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Fr. Desire LEDONNE 33 FRANCE TZA
• August 28, 1864 Joue-de-Bois, Orne

+ June 7, 1898 llonga

A student in a diocesan senior seminary, he transferred to Chevilly in 1885. He
was ordained the following year and made his vows at Chevilly on August 26,
1886.
A reading of Fr. Alexander Le Roy's book, Travels Through Zanguebar had given
rise to his vocation; so it was appropriate that he was appointed to that vicariate.
He sailed soon after.
Bp. de Courmont sent him on October 18 to llonga, which was easier said than
done as the "Arab Revolt" had spread all over. But he succeeded in getting there
by November 15 via Mandera and Morogoro.
He set to work at once learning Swahili and then began his ministry. Given the
warlike conditions, he worked for peace: first by managing to stop the plundering
by the feared Wahehe marauders and then by defending his Christians against the
pillaging perpetrated by German-led troops, demanding and getting compensation
for his people.
When a locust plague added itself to the people's misery, he travelled great
distances to secure food supplies for them from friendly chieftains. And, in addition,
he replaced nearly all of the mission's buildings.
On the spiritual level, too, he booked consoling success: his converts were
numerous, and in his last years in llonga they surpassed all other missions in the
vicariate.
Then his vigorous constitution fell victim to malaria. In three days it carried him to
his grave.
B.G. 19,502 ff.; MOP 49
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Br. Rene (Rene) PAINTRE 21 FRANCE SEN TZA
• August 26, 1866 Beauvais

+ July 27, 1888 Bagamoyo

When he was apprenticed to a pastry baker, who did not allow him the time
needed for religious duties even on Sundays, he left his patron and joined the
Congregation in his hometown. As he appeared endowed with many truly
outstanding qualities of heart and mind, his superiors did not hesitate to allow him
to shorten the novitiate and make his vows on March 19, 1884 at Chevilly.
Assigned to Senegambia, he worked in the trade school of Ngazobil as a prefect
while also learning typography in its printshop. (This shop had set the type and
done the printing of the first edition of Fr. Libermann's commentary of the St. John's
gospel in 1872.) Unfortunately, fevers forced him to leave Senegal early in 1886.
Back in France, he met Fr. Sacleux, who happened to be looking for a Brother
who could do printing in Zanzibar. Together they spent several months in Auteuil
at the orphanage cum trade school operated there by Fr. Roussel (later the Blessed
Daniel Brottier would take over that institution). Then they bought a complete
printshop for Zanzibar. With Brother's health restored, they sailed and arrived in
Zanzibar late in December 1886.
Together they printed several Swahili school books, such as spelling and
arithmetics school books and a catechism, before they tackled the composition of
Sacleux's famous Swahili dictionary for its first edition. The typesetting was
finished in 1888.

,.

Meanwhile Brother Rene had gone to Bagamoyo for what appears to have been
intended a vacation. In Zanzibar he had remained free of fever and in Bagamoyo
no one in the community had died since mid 1886; so it appeared safe. As a matter
of fact, the July report of the community sent to the Generalate in July, 1888, had
already gratefully recorded that fact when at the end of that month black water fever
seized the young Brother and carried him to his grave in a few days.
B.G. 14, 615, 688 f., 714 f.
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Br. Acasius KELLER GERMANY F TZA BRZ PTG
• July 31, 1863 d. of Limburg
Endowed with a talent for music, he joined the congregation and made his
profession on September 8, 1879 at Chevilly. He served in France, notably at the
college of Marville, until in 1886 he was assigned to the Zanguebar vicariate.
With Fr. Sacleux and other Spiritans he sailed from Marseille on September 26,
1886 and served in Zanzibar for about two years as director of music and also
doing other tasks.
In 1889 he went to Belem in the Para province of Brazil as director and teacher of
music in the school the Congregation was operating there. Ill health drove him
back to France in 1890, until two years later he could assume again the function of
teaching and directing music in Holy Spirit College at Braga, Portugal.
From 1897 on we find him in a similar capacity at the college of Mesnieres.
He appears to have withdrawn from the Congregation in 1900 or 1901.
E.P. and B.G. passim
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Fr. Emmanuel DELPUECH 58 FRANCE TZA MRT MDG
+ August 4, 1905 Tanga
* August 27, 1856 Labrugiere (d. of Albi)
His two older brothers Isidore and Jean were Spiritans and two of his sisters had
joined the Blue Nuns of Castres, but after finishing the junior seminary he joined
the army instead and served for five years in the artillery. Gravely wounded in a
fall, he had to abandon his military career.
Acquiring a teacher's diploma, he became a successful public schoolmaster.
This second career also came to an abrupt stop when a school inspector came to
visit: this man could not believe that in those enlightened times a teacher would
still faithfully practice his religion and even board with the pastor. So he was
sacked in 1883.
Thus began his third career. He entered the Congregation in Chevilly, was
ordained there and made his profession on August 28, 1887. His first assignment
was East Africa.
He arrived there late in the same year and got his introduction to mission work in
Zanzibar; then he served for four years as director of Bagamoyo's orphanage. In
1892 he became pastor of the Mandera mission and stayed there for four years.
Transferred to Mauritius, he served on the island of Rodriguez and at the Holy
Spirit parish; this stay was followed by a military chaplaincy in Madagascar. As
such, he was highly appreciated, for as an old army man, he was very familiar with
the life of a soldier. He finished his Madagascar stay as superior of the Nessi-Be
mission.
Returning to East Africa in 1899, he worked very zealously in Tanga, building that
mission up both materially and spiritually. But its unhealthy climate undermined his
strength and malaria attached him repeatedly.
"The time has come for me to give a final accounting of my life," he wrote in June
1905. After a visit to his confrere Fr. Haberkorn in Bonde, he went to render his
account. We can be sure that it had far more credits than debits.
B.G. 23,419 F.; MOP 86; Annales Apostoliques, 6, 25 ff., and 9, 68 ff.
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Fr. Joseph KARST 75 ALSACE TZA D F
* December 26, 1848 Remering, Lorraine

+ March 23, 1924 Neufgrange

Ordained a priest at Metz on July 14, 1872, he did parish work for fourteen years
in his diocese. Then, 38 years old, he heard the mission call and on the advice of
Bp. Korum of Trier, applied to the Congregation. He could make his vows on
August 28, 1887 at Chevilly.
On September 25 of the same year he sailed to his destination in East Africa. He
worked there zealously in Mandera, Tununguo and Morogoro till 1900. Thereafter
we find him ministering in the Christian villages and leper colony of Bagamoyo and
also in the hospital there.
While on leave in 1904, after sixteen years in Africa, he received the gift of a
castle and a large farm in Neuscheuern for the Congregation. It became the
clerical novitiate of the German Province, and he was made its superior and
fundraiser. When after World War One, Lorraine returned to France, this house in
the renamed town of Neufgrange became a junior seminary and Brothers' novitiate
of the French Province.
Retired in 1920, he died a few years later.
B.G. 31, 724 ff.; MOP 239
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Br. Hyginus (Joseph) BAL THASAR 33 ALSACE TZA
* May 2, 1870 Strasbourg

+ May 26,

1903 Bagamoyo

Trained as a gardener and blacksmith, he made his vows on March 19, 1887 at
Chevilly and was appointed at once to East Africa.
He worked especially in Bagamoyo and Morogoro, earning high praise for his
"intelligence, zeal and initiative."
Seriously ailing he went back to Europe in 1896, but was happy when in mid
1897 he could accompany the new Vicar Apostolic Bp. Allgeyer to his destination.
In May 1903 he suffered an attack of black water fever at Morogoro. In an effort to
save him, he was carried to Bagamoyo, but died there in the hospital.
B.G. 22,236; MOP 76

81
77

Br. Acaire MEYER 70 ALSACE TZA F MDG
+ January 14, 1941 Diego-Suarez
* September 24, 1870 St. Croix
Professed on March 19, 1888 at Chevilly, he received at once his overseas
appointment to the Zanguebar vicariate.
Together with Br. Hygin, he sailed from Marseille on April 4, 1888, and was
stationed on the island of Zanzibar. He worked there under Fr. Charles Sacleux in
the printshop for about eight years. On his transfer to Bagamoyo, his talents for
music could be fully utilized in the mission school and church.
Returning to France in February 1898, he was placed in Mesnieres. When this
college had to be closed due to Combe's religious persecution in 1903, he
received a new assignment to Madagascar.
We find him stationed there at Antsirane (Diego-Suarez) for 38 years as choir
di rector of the cathedral.
In 1938 he could celebrate there what was then rare, the golden jubilee of his
religious profession as well as 50 years of apostolic work. There was a great
outpouring of love and respect for this humble Brother, whose devoted service was
always available within and without the community.
He died three years later.
B. G. 38, 523 f. and 39, 583
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Br. Blanchard (Alois)DILLENSEGER 44 ALSACE F TZA KEN
+ August 3, 1904 Bagamoyo
* October 23, 1858 Breitenbach
After serving in the German army, he worked some time in a college at Dijon,
France, until in 1885 he could enter the Congregation at Chevilly. He made his
vows there on September 8, 1887 and then served for one year at the orphanage
of St. Joseph du Lac.
In 1888 his wish to serve in Africa was granted and he could go to Bagamoyo. As
he was a farmer by trade, he was an obvious choice for being placed in charge of
its famous plantations, while also supervising and teaching the boys of the
orphanage cum trade school of the mission. His expertise earned him great praise
of the German Governor General of German East Africa, von Scheele, who
happened to be his former army commander.
In 1891 he went to the new mission of Kilema, where he laid out fruit and
vegetable gardens as well as a coffee plantation. In 1896 he did the same at
Mhonda. Never a man to rest, when he was supposed to enjoy a brief vacation in
Zanzibar, he helped in the construction of its new cathedral; then went off to
Mombasa to nurse victims of a smallpox epidemic. Next, we find him at the new
mission of St. Austin in what is now Nairobi, laying out gardens and a coffee
plantation. As in Tanganyika, these plantations became a great boon to the
economy of Kenya; the entire coffee industry of that country is derived from the
work of this man. Even today it still accounts for more than 25% of its total exports.
In 1902 he was transferred to Pemba, then a new mission, where everything had
to be built up from scratch. Of course, he laid out plantations here.
Two years later we find him in Zanzibar, where he looked after the fruit and
vegetable gardens and occupied himself also with the care of the lepers for whom
no separate facilities, staffed by nurses, had yet been built. He did not hesitate to
sleep with them in the miserable huts that were their abode.
He caught
pneumonia there and some lung disease for which there was no cure. But he
declined being returned to Europe and preferred to die in his beloved Africa.
Transported to Bagamoyo he died there soon after.
He was one of those splendid Brothers who rendered the greatest services to the
Congregation's mission and the people in East Africa, while being at the same time
holy religious men of boundless charity and love for all human beings they came
into contact with.
B.G. 22, 734 ff.; MOP 79
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Fr. Nicolas HORNE 34 GERMANY F NGA TZA D
* December 2, 1858 Niederzeuzheim, Westerwald
+January 24, 1893 Beauvais
He did his junior studies at Cellule and his theology at Chevilly, where he was
ordained in 1885 and made his profession on August 23, 1885.
His first assignment sent him to Southern Nigeria, but two years later illness
caused his return to Europe. When he had recovered, there was a need for
German missionaries in what had become German East Africa, so that he was sent
there in October 1888.
We find him mentioned as stationed in Morogoro, Bagamoyo and llonga in the
Uruguru mountains. Once again, however, serious illness drove him back to
Europe in 1892.
He spent his leave in Germany, promoting the Congregation and speaking in
West Germany about the Catholic African Association for the missions, as well as
gathering funds for it.
While waiting for the impending permission allowing the Spiritans to return to
Germany and have houses there, he was attached to the college of Beauvais with
its numerous students from Alsace and Germany; a teacher of German was needed
for them.
Pneumonia carried him there to his premature grave.
B.G. 16,842 ff.; MOP 36
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Fr. Joseph SCHULTZ 78 ALSACE TZA USA F
• July 17, 1859 Brunstatt

+ April 17, 1938 Detroit

After finishing his classical studies at Cellule, he prefected for three years and
then went to Chevilly for his higher studies. He was ordained there on November
1, 1887 and also made his first vows in the same community on August 26, 1888.
Assigned to East Africa, he sailed with Fr. Charles Gommenginger from Marseille
on October 12 of the same year. After his initiation period Bp. de Courmont placed
him temporarily at Mandera. He worked there zealously and helped to build the
new chapel of that mission. Fevers, however, soon undermined his health so much
that he had to be carried back to the coast for treatment. To save his life, it was
decided to return him to Europe. He arrived there in March 1890.
In October of the same year he was assigned to the U.S.A. Except for a period of
eight years (1896-1904), when he taught at the schools of Beauvais and Seyssinet
in France, he spent the remainder of his life in the U.S.A. He served in Arkansas at
Atkins and St. Vincent, at Comwells and finally in Detroit from 1910 on.
For 28 years he was the highly appreciated paster of the multilingual parish of St.
Mary and then stayed on in the rectory in semi-retirement. Having celebrated the
golden anniversary of his ordination, he died in a nearby hospital.
B.G. 38, 578.; SWWW 448
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Br. Benedict (Franz) KAYSER 32 GERMANY F TZA
• September 13, 1866 Hopfingen, Baden

+ August 2, 1898 Zanzibar

After his parents' death he went to France and joined the Congregation. He
made his profession September 8, 1887 at Chevilly. After serving there for one
year, he received his appointment to East Africa in 1888.
A cabinet maker by trade, he worked in Bagamoyo under Br. Gereon Mayer. In
1891 we find him in Tununguo enlarging the buildings of the mission.
In 1897 he went with Fr. Clauss to found a new mission at Matombo in the
Uruguru mountains. When illness forced the priest to go to Zanzibar, he stayed
behind all alone. Then illness struck him, too, and he had to take the same route.
Racked by dysentery, the valiant Brother managed to arrive in Zanzibar, but died
soon after.
B.G. 19, 390 f., 507; MOP 51
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Fr. Felix BOULE 48 FRANCE GBN TZA MRT RUN MDG KEN
* February 10, 1861 Barenton, Manche
+ February 22, 1909 Giriama
He had studied at Langonnet and tried the Trappists as well as the diocesan
seminary of Coutances, but he could not forget the Spiritan congregation and its
missions. Almost ready to the ordained, he returned to it at Chevilly in 1885. To
test his vocation, he was sent to prefect at the college of Merville; then, duly
ordained, he made his vows on August 28, 1887.
Sent to Gabon, he worked there for a few months before fever drove him back to
France. When his health had recovered, he asked to return to Africa. This time his
assignment took him to East Africa.
Arriving in Zanzibar on May 30, 1889, he was placed in charge of the orphans in
Bagamoyo. Later we find him in Mandera and Morogoro, impressing all with his
ability to instruct the young and the old in a way that made sense to them. Neither
fiery heat nor mountains, neither ravines nor torrents stopped him from reaching
the villages where he wanted to go. And if needed, he could stand up against
German colonial army officers when they violated the elementary human rights of
his beloved Africans.
When illness struck him again in late 1893, Bp. de Courmont sent him to
recuperate in Mauritius; he was kept there and then in Reunion and Nessi-Be,
Madagascar, for four years.
The year 1898 saw his return to East Africa; at Mombasa he became chaplain to
the hospital. But from this island he also roamed into the mainland and secured
there the sympathy of the Giriama people and other tribes.
To them he devoted the last ten years of his life. During the famine of 1898-1899
most of these people sought and found relief on Mombasa island, where the
mission had persuaded the British government to build six giant hangars to house
and feed them. Although hundreds were too far gone to survive, the others did and
could later return to their homelands with food and seeds for a new harvest. A
Spiritan mission could be opened among them at Mwa Baya Nyundo in 1904.
Exhausted by his incessant apostolic activity, he became ill in mid-February 1909
and died before a doctor from Mombasa could reach him.
Bio 4, 22 ff.; MOP 105
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Fr. Wilhelm TOUSSAINT 30 GERMANY TZA
• March 7, 1863 Aix la Chapelle (Aachen)

+ April 25, 1893 Morogoro

He studied at Langonnet, 1880-84, and did his higher studies at Chevilly; there
he was also ordained and, on August 15, 1889, made his vows.
Assigned to German East Africa in 1889, he learned Swahili in Zanzibar while
supervising the orphans and then joined Fr. Horne in the llonga mission. As
German troops were stationed nearby in Kilosa for the pacification of the area, he
mediated between the chieftains of the Wahehi and the German officers to arrive at
a peaceful solution of the situation. He would have succeeded if only the officers
had been a little more patient.
Transferred to an easier position in Morogoro when he began ailing, he begged
Bp. de Courmont not to send him to Europe but leave him in his beloved Africa.
Having gone on safari to Mikesi, he experienced a severe malaria attack and died
four days later of black water fever.
B.G. 16, 941 ff.; MOP 37
84

Br. Leonce HUCK 58 ALSACE TZA F
• September 12, 1857 Roeschwong

+ April

19, 1915 Langonnet

He was 30 years old when he made his vows at Chevilly on September 8, 1887.
After serving a few years in France, he was assigned to the North Zanguebar
Vicariate in 1889.
He served in the mission of Tununguo before being placed in Bagamoyo in 1891,
taking care of the community residence. In 1895 we find him in Tununguo, where
the gardens also became part of his functions.
On February 17, 1898 he was back in France and stationed at St. Michel, Orly,
Chevilly and Langonnet. He died there in his retirement years.
E.P. and B.G. passim.
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Br. Oswald (Gottlieb) WEIBEL 51
* April 2, 1871 Gonschwil

SWITZERLAND TZA
+ February 23, 1923 Mhonda

He had learned his father's trade as a wagon builder when the reading of a
mission magazine made him request admission to the Congregation in Chevilly in
1887. Professed on March 19, 1890, he could sail at once to Zanzibar.
He arrived there on May 30 and two weeks later he began his work in Bagamoyo,
which was then at the height of its activity. Sometimes up to 20,000 porters would
be in the town all at once, and the Spiritan mission had its own camping grounds
for its services to caravans. The other works of the mission also were going ahead
full steam.
Brother took over the woodworking shop; one of the things he made were the
furnishings for the new church the bishop was building in Zanzibar. He also taught
German in the small school Fr. Baur had opened for Indian children in Bagamoyo.
In 1907 he was transferred to Mhonda, where the provisional structures put up in
the mission's early years were in need of replacement. He built its beautiful
church, residence, convent, school and hospital.
During World War One, Bp. Vogt sent him to Nguru to replace the German
Brothers drafted for military service. All went well until a company of German
troops who had escaped detection by the Allies came to Maskati to replenish their
supplies. The result was that the Allies stripped the entire district of German
mission personnel. Despite his protest, the Swiss Brother was included among the
deportees.
Released after a few months, he went back to Bagamoyo, until in 1919 he could
return to Mhonda and repair the ravages caused by the war.
Seriously ill in 1922, he went home for a short rest. Back in Africa a few months
later, he died after a brief illness.
B.G. 31,252 ff.; MOP 233
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Fr. Louis LEPETITCORPS 30 FRANCE TZA
* March 17, 1865 Noyal-Pontivy, C.d.N.

+ February 21, 1896 Tununguo

He was attending the senior seminary of Vannes when in 1888 he heard God's
call and joined the Congregation in Chevilly. Professed, after his ordination, on
August 15, 1890, he could sail for East Africa on October 12, accompanied by four
Fathers and five Brothers.
Landing in Zanzibar, he quickly learned Swahili and when he begged Bp. de
Courmont for an inland assignment, he was sent to Tununguo. This mission had
been wrecked and abandoned during the "Arab Revolt." Since then its buildings
had been repaired, but the process of evangelization had not yet resumed in the
surrounding areas.
Father took up the challenge and, to prevent attacks by marauding members of
the Mafiti tribe, he armed and trained the Christian men of the mission as an
effective defense. As a result, the mission was left alone by them. Later he was
also able to bring about peace between them and other tribes.
His hunting skills proved to be a great asset for his ministry. He used it to gain the
sympathy of the villages he visited on his safaris, for who is more welcome than a
visitor who can offer a feast of antelopes, zebras or whatever else he had shot for
them?
Five years after his arrival in Tununguo black water fever put a premature end to
the work of this zealous young priest.
B.G. 18, 178 ff.; MOP 42
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Br. Solanus ZIPPER 75 ALSACE TZA KEN
* August 11, 1871 Kinzheim

+ March 18, 1947 Nairobi

After making his vows on September 8, 1890 at Chevilly, he received his
appointment to the Vicariate of North Zanguebar.
He was one of the nine Spiritan Fathers and Brothers who embarked from
Marseille on October 12 of the same year for that mission.
Sp. de Courmont placed him at Tununguo for his apprenticeship. Two years later
we find him at Sura, in Kenya, where he remained for about ten years. He helped
in the construction work during his first few years there, but also took care of the
mission's plantations. When constructions were finished, agricultural concerns
became his main occupation, as well as the maintenance of the mission.
Transferred to St. Austin's, Nairobi by 1902, he rendered the same type of service
so well and so faithfully that we find him still there 30 years later. Unlike other
Alsatian confreres, he does not appear to have been disturbed by World War One.
In 1934 we find him in the Kiambu mission of Kenya. By then he was in his midsixties. Having celebrated the golden jubilee of his religious profession and of his
arrival in East Africa in 1940, the faithful Brother died seven years later.
E.P. and 8.G. passim.
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Fr. Fran ois LE ROUSIC 28 FRANCE TZA F MTQ
+ January 27, 1896 Langonnet
* July 3, 1867 lie-aux-Moines, Brittany
Overcoming the opposition of his parents, he could join the Congregation at
Chevilly, after doing his classical and philosophical studies. Duly ordained, he
pronounced his vows on August 15, 1890. He was known to have tuberculosis, but
at that time a tropical climate was thought to be beneficial for people suffering from
that affliction; so he was assigned to East Africa.
Together with eight other Spiritans, he sailed from Marseille on October 12, 1890.
Bp. de Courmont placed the young priest at Mhonda. Within three months he was
able to teach and preach in the local language and happily engaged in ministry
Predictably his tuberculosis flared up again and the bishop sent him to Zanzibar.
When fevers added themselves to his woes.he was repatriated one year after his
arrival.
In France he still rendered service at the college of Castelnaudary. Transferred to
Martinique's college in the fall of 1892, he used his diminishing strength for another
two and a half years.
In November 1895 we find him in Langonnet, ambulant till the very end.
passed away quietly.

He

B.G. 18, 141 ff.
89

Fr. Isidore ENDERLIN 78 ALSACE TZA F B
* May 15, 1864 Durlingsdorf

+ March 27,

1943 France

He was one of the 44 priests who made their vows on August 15, 1890 at Orly.
Assigned to the North Zanguebar vicariate, he sailed from Marseille with eight
others on October 12, 1890. Bp. de Courmont placed him in the Mandera mission.
He was in charge there of the orphanage and the school.
As the periodic report for 1892 is missing-it got lost in the mail-we assume that it
was illness that made him return to France in February 1892. He spent the
remainder of his life teaching in various communities in France and in Belgium.
He retired shortly before World War Two broke out and then moved back to
France.
B.G. and E.P. passim.
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Br. Simplicien (Vital) DUBAT 69 FRANCE TZA KEN F SP CAN SW
+ January 26, 1933 Langonnet
* July 21, 1863 Bas de la Motte-Combes (Daubs)
He had served five years as an artillery man in the army when he applied for
admission to the Congregation, but he could make his vows in 1890.
Together with eight other Spiritans he sailed from Marseille on October 12 of the
same year for the North Zanguebar vicariate.
Sp. de Courmont placed him in the Morogoro mission under Fr. Riou. When this
priest began ailing, another young Father, Alexandre Le Roy arrived to replace
him. Then both became so seriously ill that they barely could administer the
sacrament of the dying to each other. Riou died and was buried by the Brother in a
crude wooden coffin. It was on his return from that funeral that he heard the other
presumed corpse advice him to use'a sack instead of a coffin for its burial (see
under Le Roy).
Only once did he lose his patience. Brother was in charge of supplies and in an
emergency Fr. Le Roy had taken some to buy the freedom of a local chief who was
on the verge of being sold into slavery. There had been no time to warn the
Brother, who disliked any irregularities and who complained bitterly about that
unauthorized "theft" from the store room. But after three days they got along again.
In 1892 he was transferred to the new mission of Mombasa. As he had a
tendency to work too hard, he became seriously ill; but recovered in the hospital of
Zanzibar. Next we find him in Kibosho for five years.
His nerves shattered,he was sent back to France in 1903. Later he served at the
new foundation in Cagullada, Spain and then for three years at the freshly opened
school of St. Alexandre, near Ottawa, Canada.
His remaining years were spent in France until he retired to Langonnet.
8.G. 36, 132 ff.
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Fr. Martin ROHMER 76 ALSACE TZA KEN
* October 7, 1861 Schlettstadt

+ June 21, 1938 Kilema

We have few details about his formative years, but in 1880 he went to France for
his studies; he was ordained during his novitiate year and made his vows on
August 15, 1890 at Chevilly.
Appointed to the Spiritan missions in East Africa, he embar1<ed together with eight
other Spiritans on October 12, 1890 at Marseille for that destination.
Sp. de Courmont must have been well impressed by this vigorous and practical
man, for a few months after his arrival, on February 20, 1891, he sent him with Fr.
Blanchard on a dangerous safari to the Kilimanjaro region, where Fr. Auguste
Gommenginger was opening a new mission at Kilema. They were accompanied
by eleven young Christian men who would help with the construction of the mission
shelters and then return to Bagamoyo to select a wife, get married and settle in a
Christian village in Kilema. About 180 porters formed the caravan carrying
supplies.
The trip was dangerous because bands of Maasai nomads, who had been badly
treated by some German-led Sudanese troops were looking for revenge and
played havoc with caravans. That was why Fr. Rehmer, on reaching Pangani,
joined up with two other caravans en route to the interior. With their combined total
of over 400 men, they could deter or ward off any attack.
It took them forty days from the start of their trip in Bagamoyo to reach their
destination; much of the supplies they carried had to be left behind or got lost on
the way, but they made it.
Once there, Fr. Rehmer took charge of the necessary construction of shelters,
going into the forest with his boys to cut trees and saw them into beams or planks,
supervising the making of bricks and the carpentry wor1<, etc. All that labor resulted
in a neat chapel plus six solid large huts to house the mission personnel and its
workshops. On Easter Sunday 1892 the chapel was solemnly blessed.
The new venture showed much promise, but life was not easy at Kilema. A revolt
against the Germans broke out in Moshi when Meli became its local chief and
aspired to be chief paramount of all Chagga. He managed to defeat the Germans'
Sudanese troops and then went to Kilema to collect "taxes" from the mission, that is
to say, he walked around in it and demanded anything that tickled his fancy.
Things became so bad that the Fathers considered abandoning Kilema and
moving elsewhere. The local Chagga, however,did not like Meli either,and they

93
implored them to stay and promised that they would again send their children to the
mission and keep up good relations with the Fathers.
We may mention here also that some 30 Maasai children entered the mission's
orphanage. With their cattle ravaged by an epidemic these nomads could no
longer feed them and offered them to the mission.
In 1892 Fr. Rehmer was transferred to Sura: there was construction work to be
done in that location and he had proved to be just the right man to direct it. When
that task was done, he moved on to Kibosho, where we find his name listed in 1895
as local head of the mission and in charge of constructions. He remained there for
some eight years.
In 1904 he was stationed in Bagamoyo, looking after the hospitals of that mission
and undoubtedly also relaxing a little from his strenuous work.
In 1907 we find him at Gare as that mission's chief. He would last there nearly
two decades. Among other things, he gave this mission a solid economic
foundation by laying out its plantations, made its schools outstanding models and
became a trusted adviser of the government. World War One doesn't seem to have
affected him personally; at least he was not interned by either the Germans or the
British.
In 1925, when he was 65 years old, he went to his beloved Kilema, by then a
flourishing mission, still rendering what services he could. We find him also in
Rambo for a few years in the early 1930s, but he was back in Kilema in 1936.
Having spent some 48 years in Africa, this grand old-timer died there, happy to
see his work coming to fruition.
MOP 341. For his early years in Kil em a, see B. G. 16, 793 ff.
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Fr. Joseph Julian KOCHER 46 ALSACE TZA MRT
+ January 12, 1912 Mauritius
* January 9, 1866 Duttenheim
Educated at Beauvais and Langonnet, he did his theology at Chevilly; he was
ordained in Orly in 1889 and also pronounced his first vows there in 1890.
On October 12, 1890 he sailed for Zanzibar and was placed in charge of the
orphanage there. He quickly learned both Swahili and English and proved to be
an excellent man for dealing with the boys from every point of view. His boys' choir
became locally famous, and he also established a pre-seminary for local vocations
to the priesthood.
Four years later, we find him in Bagamoyo, where he remained for two more
years. He had the same functions as in Zanzibar, but things were done on a larger
scale there.
Illness sent him back to France for one year in 1897, after which he was
transferred to Mauritius. He ministered there for thirteen years in the Holy Spirit
parish of Riviere Seche and managed to revive the faith of many by instruction and
admonition. A liver ailment that had plagued him since his Zanzibar days led to
his death there.
Bio. 5,279 ff.; MOP 119
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Fr. Charles STREBLER 30 ALSACE TZA
* October 15, 1865 Mertzwiller

+ October 21, 1895 Mhonda

A short time after his ordination, he made his religious profession in the
Congregation in August 1891 at Chevilly. His appointment took him to East Africa.
On September 10, he could sail for his destination, together with the Frs. Jean
Dieltin, Alphonse Oberle, Jean Studler and Jean Flick. In a very short time he was
able to make himself understood in Swahili by the people of Mhonda. Despite his
rather delicate health, he was full of energy and zeal, eager to instruct the people,
especially the young. Fevers struck him repeatedly, but he would not hear of
cutting down his activity.
Three years after his arrival in Africa, he went out on a safari tour during which he
had to cross a river several times, but on returning home he did not want to take
any quinine to ward off malaria. The next day he suffered fever attacks in rapid
succession. It was evident that his end was near. After asking everyone pardon for
the trouble he had caused, he died while the Christians assembled for Sunday
Mass were praying for him.
B.G. 18, 109 f.
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Br. Otto (M. Joseph) WEIGEL 50 ALSACE TZA KEN F
+ May 30, 1932 Langonnet
* April 7, 1873 Grenzingen
Orphaned before his teens, he joined the Congregation in 1887 at Chevilly,
where he could pronounce his vows on March 19, 1891. For future use, he had
learned brick making there.
In the same year he could sail to East Africa. We find him there in Bagamoyo,
Tununguo and other places before being stationed at llonga in the Uruguru
mountains. Of course, wherever he went there was some building to be done and
his expertise as a brick maker was put to good use in the construction of kilns. He
also did much hunting to provide meat for the missions. On one occasion in 1896 it
nearly cost him his life. He was trekking with some porters to Morogoro when he
went alone after a gazelle and lost his way. When searchers could not find him the
porters when on to Morogoro to report. Five days later,considering him lost and
dead, the community sadly conducted a Requiem Mass for him in the church. On
leaving it, some people thought they saw a ghost but the cadaverous-looking
wretch in scant rags was Br. Otto.
Transferred to Mombasa in 1911, he was interned as an enemy alien when World
War One broke out in 1914, and then transported to a prisoners camp in
Ahmednaghar, near Bombay. However, considering that he was an Alsatian, he
was released in 1917 and allowed to return to Mombasa. Later we find him at
Giriama, working to prepare the building materials that would be needed to repair
the missions damaged during the fighting. A foot injury that refused to heal forced
him to return to Europe in 1924.
He died eight years later of blood poisoning.
B.G. 35, 1005 ff.; MOP 303
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Br. Aubin DOLLINGER ALSACE F TZA
* February 8, 1872 Hagenau
Professed on March 19, 1890 at Chevilly, he received his appointment to Africa
one year later.
He sailed for the North Zanguebar vicariate on April 12, 1891 an9 was placed at
Bagamoyo. We find him there working in the blacksmith's shop till 1895.
He appears to have withdrawn from the Congregation soon after.
E.P. and B.G. passim

96
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Br. Eleutheros DEUSSEN GERMANY TZA
* August 10, 1864 Dusseldorf, Rhineland
Professed on March 19, 1889 at Chevilly, he received an appointment to the
North Zanguebar vicariate two years later.
He sailed to his destination from Marseille on October 12, 1891. We find him
stationed there at Bagamoyo, looking after the day school.
Returned to France in March 1894, he appears to have withdrawn from the
Congregation soon after his arrival in Bordeaux.
E.P. and B.G. passim
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Br. Damase RUHARDT ALSACE TZA
* November 4, 1871 Hochfelden
He made his vows on September 8, 1888 at Chevilly and worked at several
house in France before he was assigned to the Vicariate of North Zanguebar three
years later.
Together with Br. Eleutheros, he embarked on October 12, 1891 for Zanzibar.
Bp. de Courmont placed him at Tununguo, where he looked after the agricultural
aspect of the mission. In his subsequent appointment to Kibosho he had again the
same task.
In 1898 we find him in Zanzibar, performing the internal material work in that busy
community, but later also functioning as choir director in the busy parish on the
island, which by then counted over 600 members from about every race and
nation.
He appears to have withdrawn from the Congregation by the end of 1906.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Jean FLICK 72 ALSACE KEN TZA MDG GLP MTQ
+ May 22, 1938 Fort-de-France MTQ
• February 21, 1865 Memmelshofen
He joined the Congregation in 1885, finished his studies at Chevilly, was
ordained a priest during his novitiate year, and made his vows on August 1O, 1891
at Orly.
Appointed to East Africa, he sailed together with three other Fathers from
Marseille on September 10, 1891. Bp. de Courmont placed him at Mombasa for a
few months and, impressed by his abilities, then gave him the assignment to open
a new mission at Sura. He himself accompanied him with the caravan from
Mombasa, where they arrived on September 30, 1892.
They were so well received by Chief Bogoli that the Bishop abandoned his
original plan to go with Fr. Flick on to Kilimanjaro and leave Sura for later; instead,
he departed alone four days later, leaving Fr. Flick in charge. Giving up the royal
hut the chief had placed at his disposal, the priest used his tent and began to
familiarize himself with the local customs, learning the language and gaining the
respect of the people. He even managed to persuade Chief Bogoli not to bum two
men who had been accused of sorcery. For two months Father was all alone until
at the end of December Fr. Mevel arrived with a caravan of porters, Br. Solanus, 15
unmarried boys and the married couples who were to form the Christian village.
Early in January 1893,he then went on to his original destination in the Kilimanjaro
mountains. He worked there for seven years at Kilema, looking after the school
and the Christian village until in 1900 he became director of the newly founded
mission in Rambo, renamed Fischerstadt.

)

In 1904 we find him at Nairobi's first Catholic church,St. Austin; two years later at
Mgeta, renamed Marienfels, as director of that mission; in 1910 at Mhonda; in 1912
again at Nairobi, where two years later he became director of the Holy Family
mission; and then at Mandera.
Unlike many of his fellow Alsatians, he appears to have escaped internment as
an enemy alien during World War One and undisturbed continued his ministry. In
1920 we find him stationed at Bagamoyo. After three decades of fruitful ministry in
Africa, he returned to France in mid 1923. By the end of the year he could sail for a
new destination more suited for one who was getting close to his 60th birthday: a
pastoral function on the island of Mayotte. He ministered there for another ten
years.
Not wishing to spend his old age in idleness, he was then transferred to
Guadeloupe in 1933. He still did what he could there and in neighboring
Martinique, where he was attached to the cathedral.
B.G. 16, 786 f.; 38,552; B.G. and E.P. passim; MOP 339.
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Fr. Jean STUDLER 24 ALSACE TZA
* July 2, 1867 Schlettstadt

+ February 24, 1892 Tununguo

He did his classical studies at Cellule and his philosophy and theology at
Chevilly. Ordained during his novitiate year, he made his vows on August 1O,
1891. He asked to be sent to the most dangerous-which would have been Sierra
Leone- mission in Africa but was assigned to the relatively healthy East Africa.
Together with five confreres, he sailed from Marseille on September 10, 1891 to
the North Zanguebar vicariate (In 1887 South Zanguebar, later Dar-es-Salaam,
had been separated from the North, which later became the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo).
A few weeks after his arrival, Bp. de Courmont sent him to Tununguo to make his
apprenticeship under Fr. Mevel. He appeared to be somewhat feverish much of
the time and the usual remedies did not help. Neither he nor Fr. Mevel thought that
it was serious and he continued to say Mass and occupy himself in various ways.
In the afternoon of February 24, however, a strong attack of malaria seized him and
he died a few hours later.
B. G. 16, 407 ff.
100

Fr. Jean Achille DIETLIN 52 ALSACE TZA
* April 4, 1865 Altkirch

+ May 6, 1916 Morogoro

Ordained in 1890, he made his profession on August 10, 1891 at Orly and was
assigned at once to East Africa.
With three other Fathers he sailed on September 10 to Zanzibar. He received his
initiation to mission work at Bagamoyo and then in 1893 the bishop sent him to
Mandera. In 1899 he became the director and pastor of this mission.
He
developed it so splendidly that it became known as an "oasis in the desert," with a
church, hospital, orphanage cum agricultural school and plantations, while 20 little
schools took care of children from four different tribes in the bush.
By 1914 his parish had 2,000 Christians and several hundred candidates for
baptism. He never went home on leave during the twenty-three years he spent in
Africa.
A bad fall causing injuries that refused to heal forced him to return to Europe in
1914. Instead of getting better, he got worse and died of dropsy in a hospital near
Neufgrange.
MOP 157

99
101

Fr. Alphonse OBERLE ALSACE TZA D
* April 20, 1865 Booszheim
He was one of the forty priests who on August 10, 1891 made their vows at Orly
and committed themselves to the Congregation's apostolate.
Together with four others, he sailed on September 10 of the same year to East
Africa. Bp. de Courmont assigned him to llonga and, as usual for new arrivals, put
him in charge of the orphans at the mission. At the death of Fr. Studler he went
temporarily to Tununguo, but had to spend several months in the Zanzibar hospital,
before he could return to llonga.
In 1895 we
seven years
satisfactorily.
perished, they

find him as director of the Morogoro mission. He worked there for
and had the consolation of seeing the mission progressing
Although locusts caused a famine in which over 200 Christians
made numerous converts, and a beautiful church could be built.

After ten years in Africa, he was called back to Europe in 1902 and attached to
the German Province. Fr. Acker, its Provincial, made him director of the Brothers'
novitiate division in Knechtsteden, where new construction work had to be
undertaken.
He withdrew from the Congregation about one year after his arrival in the old
abbey.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Ephrem (Eugene) DUBOIS 47 FRANCE TZA
* January 13, 187 4 Mamers, Sarthe

+

March 19, 1921 Bagamoyo

He entered the Congregation in 1890 and made his first vows on March 19, 1892
at Chevilly.
His first appointment sent him to East Africa, where he spent some time in
Zanzibar and Bagamoyo before getting what proved to be his final destination in
Mandera. For 28 years he worked there as "the angel of Mandera• in that "oasis in
the desert," helping that mission with his many skills, full of loving concern for its
people, and so happy to be there that he would cry whenever he had to be absent
for a few days.
An injury suffered while working deteriorated into blood poisoning and led to his
death.
B.G. 29, 174; MOP 218
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Fr. Alois JAECKEL 85 GERMANY TZA KEN D
• May 29, 1869, Langenoels, Salesia

+ April

18, 1955 Kifungilo

He did his theology at Chevilly, was ordained on October 28, 1891 and made his
vows on August 15, 1892 at Orly.
Assigned to East Africa, he sailed together with four other Fathers to his
destination on September 12, 1892. After being initiated to Africa at Mhonda, he
went, early in 1893, to Tununguo, beginning with supervising the orphans and then
progressing to the evangelization of the Wakami in the region.
Six years later, illness sent him to Zanzibar's hospital, but after recovery we find
him in Sura, Kenya in 1901. Transferred to Mhonda one year later, he ministered
to the 1200 Catholics of that flourishing mission and then served at Tanga and
Morogoro.
After 14 years in Africa, he went home on leave, but used his time to plunge more
deeply into Swahili and Arabic. On his return to Tanganyika in 1908, we find him at
Mlingano and in 1914 at Tununguo.
World War One led to his internment as an enemy alien at Bagamoyo in 1917;
expulsion followed in 1920, after 28 years in Africa. He served as spiritual director
in Germany's novitiate at Heimbach, occupying his spare time with the translation
of a large religious work into Swahili, for which he earned high praise from Fr.
Sacleux.
Thanks to Sp. Bartholemew Wilson, the new vicar apostolic of Bagamoyo, he
could return to the vicariate in 1928 and was assigned again to his beloved
Tununguo. Four years later, when he was 63, we find him stationed as chaplain to
the Precious Blood Sisters' headquarters in Kifungilo. He also taught there and in
the St. James Seminary of Kilema.
Meanwhile he finished his opus magnum, on which he had been working since
the 1920s. It was being set in type at Knechtsteden when World War Two broke
out. Then the Nazis took over the abbey and halted the printing of his book. After
their defeat in 1945, Polish displaced persons were housed in the abbey; they
melted down the plates for lead and the fascicules already printed also
disappeared.
Having been in Africa for 52 years and a chaplain to the Sisters at Kifungilo for
two decades, he died there of heart failure.
MOP 546; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Claudien (Louis) DESSERVEL TAZ 37 FRANCE TZA GNE
* July 30, 1872 Albigny (near Annecy)
+ September 22, 1909 Conakry
After the death of his parents he grew up in an orphanage. At the age of 17, he
applied to the Congregation, was offered a chance to study for the priesthood, but
preferred to be a Brother. He made his vows at Paris on October 7, 1892 in the
presence of Fr. Baur.
Five days later, the two sailed together with three other Brothers for the Zanguebar
vicariate. Bp. de Courmont stationed him in Zanzibar; he taught school there and
played the harmonium.
In 1895 the French Army discovered that it had forgotten to call him up for military
service, promptly ordered him back to France and kept him for three years as an
enlisted man.
In 1899 he set foot in Africa again, but on the West Coast in Guinea. He was
stationed at Conakry, taught school, played music and generally made himself
useful.
After ten years in Guinea, an attack of black water fever put an end to the earthly
life of this quiet but devoted Brother.
Bio. 4, 142 ff.
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Fr. Emile CLAUSS 58 ALSACE KEN TZA E F
* September 14, 1866 Wanzenau
+ January 23, 1920 Neufgrange
Following the example of his brother Edward, he came to the Congregation in
1880, studied at Langonnet and Chevilly, and was ordained a priest in 1891. He
made his vows on August 15, 1892 at Orly and received his appointment to East
Africa.
Together with four other Fathers, he sailed on September 12, 1892 to his
destination. Since he had already proved to be a very practical man, he was
appointed mission procurator at Mombasa. In 1896 he became the founder of the
Matombo mission in the Uruguru mountains. In the ten years he spent there it
developed into one of the best missions of the vicariate.
In 1906 he went on leave in Germany and was retained there to take over the
position of bursar for the Knechtsteden complex of works. Fr. Xavier Vogt had held
this position till then, but he had just been named the first vicar apostolic of
Bagamoyo. Soon after, Fr. Clauss also became the local superior of the
Knechtsteden community.
As such he paid special attention to the necessary professional training of the
many Brothers receiving their education there, modernizing their workshops and
updating agriculture and livestock breeding. He also put up a large separate
building to house the Brothers
In 1920 he was transferred to Neufgrange, where his attention to proper training
for Brothers could be put to good use for the French province, now that Alsace was
once again under French control.
He died there four years later of a kidney disease.
B.G. 32, 130 ff.; MOP 243
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Fr. Florent HUF SCHMITT 30 ALSACE TZA
• November 8, 1865 Steinbourg

+ June 2, 1896 Bagamoyo

After his classical studies at Cellule, he did his theology at Chevilly; ordained a
priest, he pronounced his vows in August 1892 at Orly. His assignment sent him to
East Africa.
After staying some time in Zanzibar, he went to Bagamoyo. When he could make
himself understood in Swahili, he took over the care of the orphans. He was a strict
disciplinarian, perhaps too strict, but that was only a particular instance of the
disciplined way he approached everything.
His religious instructions were always most carefully prepared and very
successful. When the bishop of Mo9ambique paid a visit to Bagamoyo and offered
a Sunday Mass there, he said afterward: "Not even in a whole year can I ever in
my cathedral distribute as many Holy Communions as I have given out here in a
single Mass."
His organizational talents showed themselves in the famine year of 1894 when
inland people flocked to Bagamoyo for help. Providentially, shortly before a rich
Indian, Sewa Hadji, had given the mission large tracts of land that had been
granted to him by the German authorities after the Bushiri troubles. Father was
asked to organize the distribution of these lands to the refugees, and he did so
admirably.
Moreover, to prevent possible future disputes over the boundaries of these lands
at a time when there was not yet any government registration of land, he
meticulously and accurately measured each of the tracks.
Then he was transferred to Mandera. He had always declined to take quinine,
saying that a man of his robust constitution did not need any. In Mandera he had to
pay the price for his folly. His hasty transport to Magamoyo did not help; he died
there of black water fever.
B.G. 18,325 ff.; MOP 43
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Fr. Joseph KOENIG 78 ALSACE KEN TZA D F
* June 19, 1867 Reichshofen

+ April 2,

1946 Saveme

Professed, after his ordination, at Orly on August 15, 1892, he received his
assignment to East Africa. Together with four other Fathers, he embarked on
September 12 of the same year for his destination.
Shortly after his arrival Bp. de Courmont sent him to Mombasa for his
apprenticeship and then six months later to Morogoro. Noticing his organizational
talents, the bishop placed him in September 1893 in Bagamoyo as procurator of
the inland missions. As such, he also gradually took over Br. Oscar's work of
organizing caravans to the interior. In 1905 he became the local director of the
Bagamoyo mission.
When the Holy See created the new vicariate of Central Zanguebar (Bagamoyo)
in 1906, its bishop Franc;ois Xavier Vogt named him his vicar general. He officially
retained this function until 1923.
However, World War One had caught him in Europe on leave of absence. He
spent some time in Knechtsteden supervising the printing of several books in
Swahili. When peace returned, his native Alsace-Lorraine had again become
French, and he received an appointment to Neufgrange (the former Neuscheuem)
as spiritual director in the novitiate.
He spent the remaining years of his life there and in Saverne, still making his
declining years useful in ministry.
MOP 476; B.G. and E.P. passim.
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Br. Theodomir (Aloyse) MATHERN 61 ALSACE TZA KEN
* June 14, 1871 Ribeauville
+ July 20, 1932 Nairobi
The son of a laborer, he asked admission to the Congregation in 1888 at
Chevilly, where he learned the shoemaker's trade. He pronounced his vows there
on September 8, 1890.
On October 12, 1892, together with a large group of Fathers and Brothers he
embarked in Marseille for the North Zanguebar vicariate. He did his initiation
period at Bagamoyo.
The following year Bp. de Courmont sent him to Mhonda, seven days of trekking
into the interior, he would be the only Brother stationed there. In those post-Bushiri
days roving bands of marauders would still attack and plunder if they got a chance.
Brother took charge of the mission's defense by organizing a group of local men
into a little army, training them in the use of weapons, so that would-be attackers
would think twice before invading the mission. On one occasion this defense force
even stopped a caravan of slavers and liberated their victims.
In 1897 we find Theodomir in the new mission of Kibosho. There he showed his
versatility. The former shoemaker had learned so much already of other trades that
he succeeded also as mason, smith, carpenter and coffee planter. He also proved
to be an excellent hunter and could provide fresh meat wherever he went.
In 1914 Bp. Neville sent him with Fr. Demaison on an exploration trip to the
Kikuyu along the Tana river in Kenya. (The 1890 attempt to establish a mission
there had failed.) The outbreak of World War One temporarily put a stop to this
second attempt, but the Brother was allowed to live and work in Nairobi.
It proved to be his final assignment. He remained there for eighteen years at St.
Austin's. He built, ran the dispensary, pulled teeth, did a little surgery, supervised
the barnyard and the kitchen. Above all, he organized the mission's famous coffee
plantation, from growing the beans to processing and packaging the the coffee for
commerce--all with an unruffled smile and endless patience.
After 42 years in East Africa, this model missionary Brother died of pneumonia.
B.G. 36, 36 ff.; MOP 304
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Br. Chrysostome CHRUPALA POLAND TZA
* October 26, 1871 Marganka (d. of Posen)
He was still a novice when on October 12, 1892, together with Fr. Baur and three
Brothers, he embarked at Marseille for the Zanguebar vicariate.
We find him stationed there at Bagamoyo during all the time he spent in Africa, as
in charge of the leather workshop. One June 6, 1894 he could pronounce his first
vows there, but he appears to have withdrawn at their expiration.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. M. Paul (Henri) QUINTET DE MONJOUR 25 FRANCE TZA
+ February 15, 1895 Kiroka,
* October 26, 1869 Chalons-sur Mame
near Morogoro
Together with three Fathers and four other Brothers, Paul sailed from Marseille on
November 11, 1892 to East Africa. What set him apart was the fact that he was still
a novice. We do not know why he was sent prematurely to finish his novitiate in
Africa, but he made an excellent impression on everyone.
Assigned to Morogoro, where he would be under the guidance of Fr. Oberle, he
was full of energy and extremely eager to begin his apostolate, but Father limited
his work to a few hours of prefecting over the missions' orphans, so that he would
have the time to learn the language and get used to the climate. In order to
progress more rapidly, he sat in on all instructions given to adults or children so
that he would learn the proper methods of teaching them.
Unfortunately, he proved to possess little resistance to the fevers that visited
almost everyone. A hasty transport to Bagamoyo's hospital for treatment had to be
given up after two days at Kikundu. On the way back to Morogoro, he died at
Kiroka.
B.G. 17, 733 ff.
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Fr. Joseph MOLLER 58 ALSACE KEN TZA
* April 4, 1867 Logelnheim

+ January 24, 1926 Marseille

After finishing his classical studies at the college of Mesnieres, he entered
Chevilly for his higher studies, was ordained a priest and made his first vows on
August 15, 1893.
Assigned to the Zanguebar vicariate, he sailed on September 12 of the same
year. He did his apprenticeship in Sura, Kenya, and then became bursar of the
Mhonda mission and director of its Christian villages and its orphanages.
In 1901 we find him again in Sura. Three years later, he was asked to be the
founder of a new station at Mitumi among the Kikuyu in Kenya. When this area was
taken over by the Consolata Fathers in 1906, he opened a small station at
Mwanda, half a day's journey from Sura, and then took over the Sura mission as its
chief and pastor.
World War One forced him into an internment camp as an enemy alien, but,
being an Alsatian, he was released in 1916.
Returning to Sura, he found his mission in disrepair: plantations plundered or
neglected, schools empty, converts gone, all three Precious Blood Sisters of the
hospital dead, and his beloved Wataita people still uninterested in Christianity.
Undeterred, he went to work again; he spoke their language perfectly and
learned all about their customs and way of thinking. Slowly he began to gain
ground in their esteem and by the time his work among them came to an end in
1925, he had high hopes that these proud and aloof mountaineers would soon
follow the example of their neighbors and become Christian.
Exhausted by his labors, he became ill early in 1926 and had to return to Europe
for a rest. But he was so sick that, on landing in Marseille, he was rushed to the
hospital and died there three days later.
B.G. 32, 710 ff.; MOP 249
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Fr. Laurent KORNMANN 29 ALSACE TZA
* August 4, 1867 Westhausen

+ August 7,

1896 Bagamoyo

After earning a B.A. degree, he studied at Chevilly and, as a duly ordained priest,
made his vows in 1893. Then he was assigned to East Africa.
Much was expected of this very promising young priest. The bishop sent him to
llonga, to be introduced there to mission work by Fr. Ledonne. It was the time of the
Wahehe troubles in llonga, but the mission work went on anyhow.
Less than three years after his arrival, he became ill and died of black water fever.
B.G. 18, 702 ff.; MOP 45
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Fr. Peter SCHMIDT 42 GERMANY TZA KEN
* February 7, 1871 Niederahr

+ January 4, 1914 Stommelm

In 1884, when the Congregation was still prohibited in Germany, this
exceptionally good student went to Ireland for his classical education. Ordained a
priest in 1894, he made his vows on August 15 of the same year and was
appointed to East Africa.
One month later he sailed for his destination. Bp. Allgeyer entrusted to him the
English and Portuguese speaking Goan Catholics on Zanzibar island until he was
fluent in Swahili.
In 1897 he went to Pemba, where the British consul had donated some land for
the education of liberated slaves. With the income provided by a flower plantation
he could also take care of the leper colony on the island.
He knew Swahili so well that experts judged the hymns and songs which he had
written and put to music superb; they were published in Germany and France in
1905 and 1912.
In 1901 we find him in Mombasa as pastor and mission procurator until he was
transferred to Tanga in 1905.
Suffering from tuberculosis, he returned to Germany in 1911, but remained active
as a writer and composer. He died of his affliction in a hospital near Knechtsteden.
B.G. 27, 517, 707 f.; MOP 134
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Fr. Jean BALL 85 ALSACE MDG KEN TZA F
* May 30, 1862 d. of Strasbourg

January 5, 1947 Miserghin

He was one of the 31 young priests who on August 28, 1886 pronounced their
vows at Orly. Just then the government of France had asked the Congregation to
staff a school in the Comores Islands. Thus it came about that, together with three
Brothers and one scholastic, he embarked for the Indian Ocean on September 22,
1886. The local French commander of Mayotte, however, objected to the presence
of religious in the schools of an island that was largely Islamic. Without even
waiting for a reply to the telegram that he had sent about the matter to the Ministry
of the Navy and the Colonies in Paris, he shipped them all back to France soon
after their arrival. All that is except Fr. Ball: he was allowed to stay to replace the
ailing Fr. Guilmin who served the few local Catholics. (The recalcitrant local
commander himself was soon after replaced by a more liberal officer.)
In 1893 Fr. Ball became seriously ill with black water fever and had to return to
France. Eager to start work elsewhere, he sailed for the Zanguebar vicariate on
January 12, 1894 and was assigned to Mombasa. Apparently he was not quite
cured yet, for on March 28 of the same year he had to be rushed back to France,
but was allowed to return to Mombasa on April 10.
He served there as local head of the mission and procurator for the inland
stations for about six years, doing also some ministry at Kilindini. In 1901 we find
him at Nairobi's St. Austin mission; then on Pemba island, in 1904 at Giriama, and
in 1908 at Giriama as the director of the mission.
In 1912 he was back in Pemba. World War One does not seem to have disturbed
him directly; at least, he did not figure on the list of Spiritans interned or expelled
because of their nationality.
After a leave of absence in France, he returned to Mayotte and spent the
remainder of his active life on that Indian Ocean island, near Madagascar.
In 1936 we find him at the Congregation's retirement home of Miserghin, Algeria.
He died there of old-age infirmities.
B.G. 13, 1263 and 1384 f. (re Mayotte, 1886 ff.); E.P. and B.G. passim.
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Br. Edmond (Owen) McSWEENEY 72 IRELAND F TT RUN HTI TZA IRL
+ March 6, 1918 Rockwell
* July 19, 1845 Castlebar, Co. Mayo
other date given 1836
He went to Rockwell in 1863 and made his first vows on October 2, 1864 at
Chevilly. Assigned to Trinidad, he served there for a decade at St. Mary's College
before being transferred to the Spiritan college in Reunion.
When this school closed in 1878, he returned to France and served at Langonnet
and thereafter in various other houses in France. He seemed to have wanted to
imitate the ancient Irish monks in their perennial peregrinations, always moving,
moving. In 1891 he sailed for Haiti, where he taught elementary English.
After returning to France in July 1894, he sailed with three confreres to Zanzibar
on -September 10 of the same year. We find him there teaching in the "English
school" of that mission.
Four years later he was back in France for another round of the various schools of
the Congregation in that country. Then came the closing of most of those schools
during Combe's persecution of religious orders in 1904.
He finally settled down in Rockwell and stayed there for the last fourteen years of
his life.
B.G. 29, 58 f., 860; IBN March 6; SWWW 248
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Br. Kilian (or Quillian) RETTIG 64 GERMANY TZA
* November 15, 1868 Altscheier, Baden

+ February 6, 1933, Nairobi

A blacksmith by trade, he entered the Congregation in 1891 and made his vows
on November 1, 1893 at Cellule.

I

I

II
f

I

Together with three Fathers and three Brothers, he could sail on November 12,
1894 from Marseille for Zanzibar. The bishop placed him at Bagamoyo where, of
course, he looked after the orphans and operated the iron works.
Robust as he was, he did not escape the frequent illnesses that plagued
everyone. Once he had to be rushed to the Zanzibar hospital and its doctor gave
him at most a few hours of life, but he survived nonetheless.
In Zanzibar he assisted Brother Cyriacus in the construction of the bishop's
cathedral and on some large jobs for the Sultan. Both Brothers had the honor of
being appointed directors of the royal public works department there.
Later we find him inland at Sura and Mangu, always engaged in construction
work. When a sun stroke did serious damage to his hearing and sight, he went on
sick leave in 1908. On his return he went to Nairobi, where he helped building the
beautiful St. Austin's church.
World War One surprised him in Nairobi, but he somehow escaped being
interned as an enemy alien by remaining inconspicuous. In 1917 he went to
Kiambu, whose isolation would favor being officially forgotten.
There he lived and worked like a saint till the end of his life, doing all the material
work of that mission, from caring for its coffee plantation to supervising the kitchen
and being the sacristan. He became greatly loved by the Kikuyu, never offending
anyone by a lack of respect for their human dignity and always willing to listen to
their endless palavers.
Suffering from cancer of the stomach, he was transported to Nairobi, but an
operation only made things worse. He died there a month later.
8.G. 36, 406 ff.; MOP 309
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Fr. August HABERKORN 79 GERMANY PTG TZA D BRZ
* August 3, 1865 Bretzingen, Baden
+ October 19, 1944, Cruzeiro do Sul, Brazil
He entered the Congregation in 1887 after his classical studies. As the Spiritans
were still banned from Germany, he went to France for his higher studies at
Chevilly. He did one year of prefecting at Holy Spirit College in Braga, Portugal,
was ordained during the novitiate year and made his vows on August 15, 1892 at
Orly. Sent back to Portugal to teach at St. Mary's College in Porto, he repeatedly
begged the Superior General to be assigned to Africa.
On November 12, 1894, his wish was granted and he sailed to East Africa. Sp.
Allgeyer placed him first in Zanzibar to look after the numerous Goan Catholics.
Then, he assigned him in 1896 to Tanga, where there were also many Goans and
other Catholics.
He became the founder of that station and the pastor of its people. The station
started out in great poverty and for some time he was alone with Seliman, the old
cook made famous by Abp. Le Roy in his sketches about life in Zanguebar.
Seliman's fame, however, did not extend to his cooking. One day his carelessness
resulted in food poisoning for Fr. Haberkorn, who could only be saved by being
rushed back to Europe for a cure.
After his return in 1897, he built up the Tanga station and added a hospital,
staffed by Precious Blood Sisters, to it; he also acted as procurator for the Trappists
of Usambara and as provicar for the inland missions in Kilimanjaro.
In 1908 he founded the Mlangano station, where he built a spacious church and
laid out plantations to provide it with an economical basis.
World War One caught up with him in 1917 when the British seized him as a
dangerous enemy alien and shipped him to internment in Sidi Bishr, Egypt. In
1919 he was repatriated to Germany. He acquired there the property for a Spiritan
junior seminary at Donaueschingen in 1922 and then served as first assistant of
the Provincial for two years.
In 1927 he sailed to Brazil as the designated prelate for the Alta Jurua prelature.
Political factors prevented him from assuming that position and his confrere Fr.
Heinrich Ritter became bishop there. Fr. Haberkorn, however, stayed in Alta Jurua.
He served in the parishes of that remote prelature in the jungles close to the
borders of Peru for nearly all of the remaining 17 years of his life.
MOP. 381; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Theophile SCHNEIDER 72 ALSACE TZA F
* June 30, 1869 Leutenheim
+ September 23, 1941 Saverne
Together with 53 other priests-novices, he made his profession on August 15,
1894 at Orly and was appointed to the Vicariate of North Zanguebar.
On November 14 of the same year he embarked, together with two other Fathers,
for his destination. Bp. de Courmont placed him at Mandera before the end of
1894 to learn the language and how to proceed in his approach to the people. He
performed so well that he soon became the local head of his mission.
In late 1897 we find him at Bagamoyo in charge of the mission children and two
years later he went to Kilema as head of that mission. There he organized the
catechetical program on a sound basis. He realized that the catechists' authority
would be enhanced if young men with leadership abilities were selected for this
task. The value of the system that he established bore lasting fruit. Within a few
years the catechists became models of Christian life who attracted others to a living
Christian faith.
After serving as head of the Morogoro mission, he left for Europe in February
1905. Then family needs made it necessary for him to assume a position which
would enable him to come to its assistance. At that time it was unthinkable that a
member of a religious order would be allowed to live alone outside a community;
thus he reluctantly withdrew from the Congregation to serve as a prison chaplain.
After World War One, however, he was happy to return to it and on October 26,
1920, he renewed his vows. From 1925 on he occupied leadership positions as
superior of the Neufgrange novitiate and of the Blotzheim junior seminary of the
Congregation.
B.G. and E.P. passim.
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Br. Seraphim (Sebastian) BRUNNER 59 GERMANY TZA D ANG
* January 16, 1876 Luckenpoint, Bavaria
+ May 23, 1935 Langonnet
He was only sixteen when he joined the Congregation in 1892 and made to wait
till April 4, 1894 before he could pronounce his vows at Chevilly.
He was very happy when with six confreres, he could sail from Marseille on
November 12, 1894 for Zanzibar. Just then France, Germany and Great Britain had
divided that part of Africa among themselves: Germany took the mainland's
southern sector, Great Britain the northern part plus a Zanzibar protectorate, and
France got Madagascar and the Comores.
The bishop sent Brother to the Kilimanjaro region, where he worked at Kilema,
Kibosho and Vidunda. Under the expert guidance of the older Brothers, Seraphim
greatly improved his knowledge of construction work. He learned so fast that he
was soon able to work independently. The Vidunda mission in the Uruguru
mountains with its church, residence and schools was an example of his labor.
Impressed by what they saw, European planters and the government begged his
superior to let him work for them also. They would pay the mission for his work.
His superior consented. Soon the Brother saw himself reduced to being a kind of
commercial contractor with no room left for anything else, no possibility of religious
life and isolated from the community. For example, a government contract for
building a bridge, obliged him to direct a large number of African forced labor
gangs in the transport of giant wooden beams, each of which had to be carried by
300 men for a distance of two hours marching to the site of the bridge. And these
poor laborers did not even get enough food to stay physically fit. The injustice of it
tore at his heart. From his brother in Germany he got some money to get food for
these men.
He got so discouraged that he thought of leaving the Congregation: "I don't mind
working for the mission,· he wrote, "but I did not enter the Congregation to become
a commercial contractor." Fortunately, Sp. Vogt was able to straighten out the
situation and transferred him to Ufiomi.
World War One mobilized him for the German Army in the colony. As this army
suffered defeat, he became a prisoner of war and spent a few years in an
internment camp at Maadi, Egypt. There he was together with nine other Spiritans,
likewise interned.

·---------------------------

.....
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In 1919 he could return to Germany. He helped building the Congregation's
houses in Speyer and Donaueschingen, but his heart was still in Africa.
On March 22, 1922 he could sail for Angola. He labored there for twelve more
years with his usual competence and dedication in the Prefecture of Cubango.
Ailing, he returned to Europe in 1935 and died there a few weeks later.
B.G. 37, 530 ff.; MOP 320
120

Br. Adelard ROTHBLETZ 77 ALSACE F TZA NGR ALG GB
+ April 29, 1951 Neufgrange
• November 21, 1873
Professed in 1891, he served in France until he was appointed to East Africa in
1894. He was one of the eight Fathers and Brothers who on November 12, 1894
sailed from Marseille to that destination.
We find him stationed there in Bagamoyo as a prefect for the orphans and
general services; then in 1897 at Morogoro looking after the plantation. From 1900
on he did the same work at Tanga and Pemba until in May 1902 he went on sick
leave to France.
Later in the same year he was placed at Miserghin, where he worked in that
community's mill. Then, in February 1904 he sailed to Nigeria, where he was
assigned to the mission of Dekina in the Bassa province, under Fr. -later bishopJoseph Shanahan. He also did construction work at Ozubulu.
In late December of 1909 he was back in Europe and, after a rest, assigned to the
budding Province of England. In the 1920s he returned to France and spent the
remainder of his life in various communities there till his death.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Sp. Aloyse MUNSCH 73 ALSACE TZA
* October 6, 1869 Felleringen

+ December 28, 1942 Mhonda

He was ordained a priest on October 28, 1894 and, together with 30 others,
pronounced his vows on August 15, 1895 at Orty.
Assigned to the Vicariate of North Zanguebar, he and Fr. Pierre Schmidt sailed
for their destination from Marseille on September 12 of the same year. For his
initiation period Sp. de Courmont sent him to Morogoro in the German-controlled
part of the vicariate.
By 1900 we find him at llonga, where he soon after became the local head of that
mission. There and in Mhonda, as head of the station from 1902 to 1910, he
showed so much talent that he was soon considered to be one of the best
missionaries in the vicariate. Moreover, he possessed a great ability to deal with
the German colonial officials in such a way that he found favor with them without
betraying the interests of the Africans.
Meanwhile in 1906 the Vicariate of Central Zanguebar or Bagamoyo had been
divided off from the North Zanguebar vicariate and it developed so well that in 1910
the Holy See took part of it to create the new Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. Fr. Munsch
was made its first vicar apostolic. He was ordained a bishop on February 5, 1911
at Zanzibar. In the next few years he gave a great impetus to the expansion of the
vicariate entrusted to his care. Then the outbreak of World War One in 1914
seriously hampered its work when the Brothers who were German nationals had to
report for military service. After Germany's defeat in East Africa, the Germans in
what was German East Africa were interned.
The Allied troops under the command of the South-African General van Deventer
occupied the land and played havoc with the Catholic missions, regardless of
nationality. When Sp. Munsch protested, he was arrested and sent to Mombasa for
repatriation to France by the first available ship. As no transport was available, he
could return to Kilimanjaro when peace came. However, the British Commander at
Dar es Salaam obliged him to leave Kilimanjaro and to go to Mandera. Six Fathers
and 13 Brothers of his vicariate had been interned, and only five of them were
allowed to return to East Africa.
In 1922 Sp. Munsch resigned officially as vicar apostolic, to be succeeded by Irishborn Bp. Henry Gogarty. He remained, however, in Tanganyika's Vicariate of
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Bagamoyo for another 20 years, working as a simple priest in Mandera and
Mhonda. He had the consolation of seeing the bloom of the Kilimanjaro and
Bagamoyo vicariates, where just before World War Two broke out, a total of 86
mostly American and Dutch Fathers and 32 Brothers, took care of 42 main missions
plus 83 annexes with about 84,000 Catholics.
Having spent 47 years in Africa, the grand but humble old bishop died at the
height of that war.
MOP 371; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Frany0is Joseph SINNER ITALY
* August 2, 1862 Lana, Tyrol

TZA SL NGA SA

This priest made his vows on October 6, 1895 at Chevilly, six days before his
departure for the Vicariate of North Zanguebar.
He sailed, together with Br. Oscar Schwedding, from Marseille and spent his
introductory period at llonga. Bp. de Courmont then sent him to Mhonda to look
after the schools and the five Christian villages of that mission.
In 1900 we find him in charge of the Tununguo mission, where at that time there
were over 600 Catholics. He worked so hard there that he became ill and had to
go back to France in 1902.
In December 1904 he could sail for Africa, but this time he was assigned to Sierra
Leone. He worked there at Serabu, but illness chased him away again and he had
to spend some time at Miserghin, Algeria to recover. Undaunted, he tried his luck
a second time in East Africa in 1908, but once more the climate thwarted his
attempt, and after recovering, he went back to Sierra Leone in 1910. This time he
did better at Bo. In 1912 he appears to have volunteered for the Nigeria mission,
where we find him hard at work in Anwa. He was listed as retired in Calabar in
1920.
Three years later, he was on leave of absence, but early in 1926 he sailed from
Genua with a few German Brothers to the new mission of the German province in
Kroonstad, South Africa. The last mention made of him is that in 1928 he was
again on leave of absence in Natal. By then he was 66 years old and we may
assume that he died soon after.
8.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Martial (Karl) MEYER 58 GERMANY TZA KEN
• December 30, 1873 Altschweier, Baden

+ January 6, 1932 Nairobi

He had learned farming when in October 1890 he followed several young men
from his hometown to Cellule to enter the Congregation, for at that time the
Congregation was still forbidden to have houses in Germany. Professed on
November 1, 1893 at Cellule, he remained in France for three years and then
received his appointment to East Africa.
On arrival there in 1896, he made his African apprenticeship in Bagamoyo; then
three years later he accompanied Fr. Schmidt to the island of Pemba, where a new
mission was to be opened; he took care of the flower plantation which provided for
its subsistence. The following year his agricultural talents got a wider scope in the
mission of Sura, Kenya. And when the St. Austin mission in Nairobi needed an
experienced man for its coffee plantation, it was again to Brother's talents that an
appeal was made. He looked not only after the coffee bushes but also to the
spiritual welfare of the men working with him.
During World War One he escaped being interned as an enemy alien because
he was then working in the more remote plantations of Kiambu and Mangu, where
his existence was forgotten.
It was in the mission of Mangu that he continued to work for the remainder of his
life, but as ill health made plantation work less suitable for him, he became doctor
and nurse for the Kikuyu, visiting them in their huts, pansing their ulcers, feeding
those abandoned by relatives and friends, burying the dead and consoling the
bereaved. It is said that by his example he eradicated the traditional aversion of
the Kikuyu to the sick and to touching the dead.
When he himself died at last after an operation, the Kikuyu disputed each other
the honor of touching him and carrying the body of this heroic doer of the corporal
works of mercy to his grave.
B. G. 35,692 ff.; MOP 300
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Br. Theogonus (Anton) KAISER GERMANY TZA
* September 19, 1875 Hopfinger, Baden
He made his first vows at Chevilly on December 27, 1895 and received his
appointment to the North Zanguebar vicariate.
Together with Fr. Alphonse Kuhn, he sailed from Marseille on May 10, 1896.
After being initiated to his work in Bagamoyo, he went to the Mhonda mission He
did all the material work there, including the care for the plantation. In February
1898 he was back in France and withdrew from the Congregation at the expiration
of his vows.
E.P. and B.G. passim
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Fr. Alphonse KUHN 65 ALSACE MTQ F TZA MDG
* April 6, 1852 d. of Strasbourg
+ February 22, 1917 ile Sainte Marie, MDG
After his ordination, he made his profession on August 29, 1880 at Chevilly.
Assigned to Martinique, he ministered there for about 15 years. He was also the
bursar of the Spiritan college there.
After a leave in France he could sail for the Vicariate of North Zanguebar on May
10, 1896. Bp. Emile Allgeyer kept this man with great practical experience on the
island of Zanzibar, where a cathedral was to be constructed. Fr. Kuhn had brought
the architect's plans with him from France, and, now that he was there, he became
the man who supervised its construction. Its first stone was blessed on January 6,
1897. The cathedral was not yet quite finished when in April 1901 Fr. Kuhn landed
again in France.
Then in 1904 Combe's persecution of religious caused the orphanage and trade
school of Saint Michel, of which he was bursar, to close. A few months later, he
sailed back to what in 1906 was renamed the Vicariate of Zanzibar. We find him
there at Nairobi's St. Austin, first as bursar and then as the local head of that
mission.
In 1915 he received a new assignment in which he could use his special skills.
He went to Diego-Suarez (now renamed Antsiranana), where another cathedral
was to be built.
He died there two years later.
B.G. 28, 509, 579, 603 and passim in other volumes.
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Fr. Alain HEMERY 62 FRANCE KEN TZA HTI
* April 15, 1872 Elliant, Brittany

+ April 16, 1934 Chevilly

He entered the Congregation at Beauvais in 1884, continued his studies at
Merville and Langonnet and finished them at Chevilly. After his ordination he
made his vows on August 15, 1896 at Orly and was appointed to East Africa.
Sailing from Marseille on September 1O of the same year, he was sent to Sura in
Kenya's Taita mountain region. He established there a network of catechists in
nine villages, visiting all of them each week, over mountains and vales no matter
how tiring these safaris were.
In 1899 we find him in what is now the big city of Nairobi, but just then it was still
little more than a railroad station between Mombasa and Uganda. Bp. Allgeyer
had placed him in charge of the new mission to be founded there. While Br.
Solanus took care of the material building up, he established contact with the
Kikuyu, learning their language so well that he could publish its first grammar and
dictionary in 1903. The people came to respect and love him.
In 1903 the bishop called him to his headquarters in Zanzibar to be his secretary
and procurator for the vicariate. As such, he handled the delicate matter of the
arrival of the Consolata Fathers in Kenya. He became an important man in the
affairs of the vicariate; for instance, he laid the foundation for the church's future in
Nairobi by buying the land needed for its coffee plantation, and agricultural school,
its trade school, etc.
After ten years in Africa, he went on leave in 1907 and was transferred to Haiti.
There he served as the very capable bursar of the college. When in 1915 U.S.A.
troops landed on the island to restore order, he played a conciliatory role between
Haitians and Americans that made both sides grateful for his presence.
His health broken after twenty years of service in Haiti, he left for France. He
continued to act as chaplain to the tuberculosis sanatoria near Bligny until his
strength gave out in 1934.
Retired to Chevilly, he died there a few months later.
8. G. 36, 684 ff.
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Fr. Ferdinand LUX 68 ALSACE F TZA NL RUN
+ December 19, 1937 St-Denis, Reunion
* July 25, 1869 Guggenheim
He entered the Congregation at Mesnieres in 1883, went to Langonnet in 1888
and did his theology at Chevilly. Ordained in November 1893, he was one of the
54 novices who pronounced their vows at Orly on August 15, 1894. The esteem in
which he was held showed itself when his first appointment kept him in Orly as
assistant novice master and bursar.
Two years later, he was happy when he could embark at Marseille on October 10,
1896 for the Vicariate of North Zanguebar. The bishop placed him at Kibosho,
Bagamoyo and then, from 1904 on, at llonga and Mlingano as head of these
stations.
In 1907 he was transferred to Tanga at a dramatic moment in this mission's
history. We may dwell on it a little as it shows the difficulties that can occur in
missionary work. In August 1905 Fr. Emmanuel Delpuech, the local head of the
Tanga mission, had died rather suddenly, leaving a confrere in a nearby mission
barely the time to rush over and administer the sacrament of the dying to him. Fr.
Rottveer, a Dutch diocesan missionary, who replaced him, suddenly died all alone
sitting in his chair, two months after arriving in Tanga. Then Fr. Peter Schmidt
came; he lasted only five months before he could save his life only by following the
doctor's orders to depart immediately to Europe in April 1906. When Fr. Andre
Krieger went to take over Tanga in May, he found the mission without any sign of
life, save for three pigeons and many rats during the night. He withdrew to
Milingano, where Fr. Lux was stationed and would try to serve Tanga from there.
The newly appointed Bp. Fran9ois Vogt made Tanga his first concern. He
personally visited the area and was moved by the mission's ruin. He saw to it that
the buildings were repaired and then placed the energetic and resourceful Fr. Lux
in charge of the mission. Five years later, the new pastor could report consoling
results: the number of Christians in the flourishing parish had grown from about 20
to nearly 500.
World War One caught him on leave in Europe. He functioned as superior and
novice master of the Baarle Nassau house for Brothers straddling the border of
Belgium and Holland. At the height of the war he managed to arrange a passage
via England to France and then on to Reunion in 1916. He served there as a
much beloved pastor in several locations for twenty years till shortly before his
death from diabetes.
B.G. 38, 639 ff. and 24, 541 f.; MOP 335

•
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Fr. Xavier MOYSES 27 ALSACE TZA
* November 28, 1869 Feldkirch

+ October 14, 1897 Mhonda

After his classical and philosophy studies in Alsace, he went to Chevilly for his
theology. There, after being ordained a priest, he pronounced his vows on August
15, 1896 and received his appointment to East Africa.
The bishop assigned him to Mandera to learn Swahili and mission ministry; then
on October 1, 1897 transferred him to Mhonda. A few days later, coming home
from a visit to an outpost, he died of malaria.
B. G. 19, 503; MOP 47
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Fr. Armand HILCZ 26 ALSACE TZA
* November 3, 1872 Rheinau

+ April 10, 1898 Morogoro

A nephew of Fr. Louis Hilcz and of the two Frs. Gommenginger, he followed in
their tracks and joined the Congregation. He did his classical studies at Beauvais
and his higher studies in Chevilly. Duly ordained a priest, he pronounced his vows
on August 15, 1897 and received his appointment to East Africa.
Six months after his arrival, he died of black water fever in Morogoro.
B.G. 19,251; MOP 49
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Bp. Emile ALLGEYER 67 ALSACE TT GRN TZA KEN
* April 14, 1856 Rixheim

+ April 9, 1924 Chevilly

He was sixteen years old when Fr. Ebenrecht took him along to Blackrock in 1874
for his classical studies. In 1878 we find him in Langonnet and two years later in
Chevilly for his senior studies. Ordained a priest on November 9, 1884, he made
his vows at Chevilly on August 23, 1885.
When in the same year he went to Trinidad to teach at St.Mary's College, his
voice proved too weak for that task; thus he went to work in the parish in nearby
Newton. In 1890 we find him for a ten months stay on the island of Grenada, where
he built St. Andrew's church and its schools before returning to Trinidad. He
acquired an excellent reputation as a pastor.
His pastoral experience plus his
fluency in both English and German made him a prime candidate to succeed Bp.
de Courmont in 1896, and the Holy See agreed. He was ordained a bishop at
Knechtsteden by Bp. Fischer, later Cardinal Archbishop of Cologne, on April 15,
1897. The speaker for the festive occasion was Msgr. Simonis, a good friend of
the Congregation, who at that time was also a member of the German Reichstag
(Parliament). In gratitude Bp. Allgeyer named two places for them: Fischerstadt,
now Rambo, in Tanganyika, and Simonisdale, now part of Nairobi.
He called the Marianhill Trappists from Natal to open missions in Usambara and
highly appreciated tneir work; he loved the Precious Blood Sisters, the St. Joseph
of Cluny Sisters as well as the Sisters of Our Lady of Africa, and had happy
relations with all but one missionary institute that came to Kenya. His cordiality and
loyalty in dealing with human beings made it a pleasure to work under him.
Moreover, his selection of sites for new missions proved to be excellent, and he
was a success in nearly everything he undertook.
When in 1906 the Bagamoyo Vicariate was divided off from the Zanzibar
Vicariate, he retained the nine stations established in Kenya as his domain, while
the sixteen others went to the new vicariate. Encouraged by Governor Sir Arthur
Hardings, he founded six more missions in his vicariate. In 1914, when he went
on leave to Europe, the outbreak of World War One prevented him from returning
to his vicariate. He resigned therefore and was succeeded by Bp. John Neville.
In 1919, when peace had come again, priests were badly needed in the
Bagamoyo vicariate. He returned to Africa and served as a simple priest in Gare,
Rambo and Kibosho. He could celebrate his silver jubilee as a bishop there in
1922 and then retired to the Paris motherhouse of the Congregation. Later when
his infirmities required nursing, he was sent to Chevilly's infirmary. He died there
after a long illness.
B.G. 31, 693 ff.; MOP 241 IBN, April 9
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Br. Ame LIGHTLE ALSACE TZA MDG
* April 22, 187 4 Winzenheim
A printer by trade, he made his vows on January 2, 1898 at Chevilly and was
assigned to the North Zanguebar vicariate.
Together with Br. Anaclet, he sailed from Marseille on May 10, 1898. Fr. Sacleux
was waiting for a professional printer and happy to put him to work on his Swahili
books in Zanzibar's printshop. When Sacleux went to France in 1901, Brother's
work there came to an end.
Just then, however, a printer was needed in Madagascar and he was allowed to
take his shop with him to Madagascar. He worked there till 1907 at Antiserane
when he returned to France.
He withdrew from the Congregation at the expiration of his vows.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Anaclet ROTHBLETZ ALSACE TZA
* September 27, 1878 Elsenheim
He pronounced his vows at Chevilly on May 1, 1898, ten days before his
departure from Marseille for the North Zanguebar vicariate.
As he was trained as a blacksmith, he was assigned to the island of Zanzibar,
where there was still work to be done for the new cathedral.
In 1900 we find him at Matombo, but his work there
received orders to return to Germany for military service.
obtained a dispensation of that service as long as he
German East Africa. Accordingly, in April 1902 he sailed
work in the Kilema mission.

was interrupted when he
Once there, however, he
stayed in what was then
back and did construction

He appears to have withdrawn from the Congregation by 1904.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Paul LECONTE 51 FRANCE TZA KEN
* November 19, 1873 Caligny, Orne

+ November 17, 1924 Zanzibar

Having heard the Bishops Augouard and Le Roy speak at the college he
attended about their work in Africa, he applied for admission to the Congregation.
He did his theology at Langonnet and Chevilly, where he was ordained on January
1, 1898. The following day he was one of the 100 novices who made their vows in
the Congregation.
Appointed to the vicariate of North Zanguebar, he sailed with three other Fathers
from Marseille on August 10, 1898. Sp. Allgeyer started him out on his apostolic
career in the usual way by letting him look after the orphans on the Zanzibar island.
One year later, he conducted him to Mombasa; there was much work to be done
there as famine and smallpox were decimating the population. Next, we find him in
the mountain region of Sura. He took care of the outstations there, which were
afflicted by the same misfortunes.
Four years later, in 1906, the tireless priest went to work among the Kikuyu,
among whom he was destined to spend most of his remaining years. Sp. Allgeyer
sent him to open a new mission at Kemango. On arrival there, he found the place
already occupied by the Consolata Fathers, claiming that it belonged to their
territory. He stayed nonetheless, until some months later Rome decided that the
area should remain in the hands of the Consolata. (At that time there was a
jurisdictional conflict between the Spiritans and the Consolata which was not finally
settled until 1931.) Falling back on Nairobi, he went from there to Mangu to finish
the provisional installations of that new mission. He then served for about one year
as inland mission procurator at Zanzibar and Mombasa. In 1908 he explored the
Ukamba region to find the best location for a new mission.
After a leave of absence in 1910, he returned to Mangu, where he built the
church, and then went on to Kiambu to prepare the foundation of other missions in
the Ukamba region. He opened new stations at Kombe and Kabaa. Endless
difficulties with the British colonial administration caused him to go back to Kiambu
to continue his apostolic work in a more peaceful atmosphere.
,

In 1922 he began to suffer from dropsy and had to go to Europe to seek medical
help. Thinking that he had regained good health, he returned to his beloved Africa
in October 1923. The improvement, however, did not last. The Nairobi doctors
recommended immediate withdrawal to the hotter climate of Zanzibar and then
back to France. It was too late. He died about one month after reaching Zanzibar.
B. G. 32, 91 ff
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Fr. Ferdinand DORR 66 ALSACE TZA MRT
* June 12, 1870 Semersheim

+ December 31, 1936 Paris

He was the youngest of eight children in a struggling farming family. One day he
heard Fr. Achille Ackermann speak about the life of a Spiritan missionary and felt
attracted by this ideal. In 1884 he began his studies at Cellule's junior seminary;
from there he went on to Langonnet and Chevilly for philosophy and theology.
After two years of prefecting at the college of Epinal, he could make his vows as
one of the 100 who did so at Chevilly on January 2, 1898. On March 5 of the same
year, he was ordained.
Appointed to the German sector of the North Zanguebar vicariate, he sailed on
August 10, 1898. The bishop sent him to Kil em a for his initiation period before
assigning him to Kibosho in 1899. In 1907 Fr. Dorr tried but failed to establish a
new station at Umbulu. From 1908 to 1915 he was in charge of the Ufiomi mission.
What set him apart from some others was his eminently practical sense and his
ability to manage both the material and the spiritual aspects of the stations he
governed.
World War One does not appear to have disturbed him personally; at least, his
name is not on the lists of interned or deported Spiritans. He proved to be
resourceful in producing locally most of the food that was needed, to such an extent
that he could even help out other people who flocked to his mission for supplies.
When peace came we find him in Kibosho as head of the local mission.
However, he had difficulty in adapting himself to the changed situation, now that
the country was no longer a German-controlled domain.
In 1922 he was transferred to Mauritius. He served there in two parishes till 1936
when he was found to have cancer of the pancreas. Sent to France in September,
he died in the St. Joseph's Hospital of Paris a few months later.
B.G. 38,332, ff.; MOP 330
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Fr. Anthony THOME 64 GERMANY TZA D USA
* September 13, 1871 Walmerod, Nassau
+ July 12, 1936 Chippewa Falls, WI
He was a medical student at the University of Innsbruck when in 1893 he gave up
a bright future to join the Congregation. After studying philosophy and theology at
Langonnet and Chevilly, he was one of the 100 novices who on January 2, 1898
made their vows at Chevilly. He was also ordained there on March 5 of the same
year.
Together with three others he sailed on August 10, 1898 to East Africa. Bishop
Allgeyer placed him there successively at llonga, Bagamoyo, Tanga, Kibosho and
Rombo.
In 1903 Fr. Acker obtained his return to Germany to serve as editor of the mission
magazine the Echo, while also teaching at Knechtsteden's junior seminary. Like
many others, he found life under "Abbot" Acker very trying. In 1907 he managed to
obtain his transfer to the U.S.A.
Until 1914 he ministered at Spiritan parishes in Millvale, PA, and Detroit. Then
he became pastor of Holy Spirit parish in Chippewa Falls, WI. The place was still
largely rural at that time and he had to take care also of the three mission churches
attached to the parish, whether in the glacial cold of the winter or the broiling heat
of the summer. He served there for 22 years.
On the Sunday of his death, while the temperature was close to 110 degrees F
(over 43 C), he went to one of his missions, felt ill after the service but nonetheless
drove away to say Mass at the second. A heart attack killed him before his car
crashed into a tree.
He was an excellent preacher, a zealous catechist, a good organizer and very
much a community man.
B.G. 38,253 ff.; MOP 329; SWWW 849

128
136

Fr. Louis BERNHARD 66 ALSACE TZA KEN F
* December 8, 1872 Ribeauville

+ February 28, 1939, Paris

He was ordained a priest on January 1, 1898 in Chevilly and belonged to the
group of one hundred novices who made their vows there on the following day.
On August 10, 1898 he sailed for the Vicariate of North Zanguebar. Bp. Allgeyer
placed him at Mhonda for his initiation year; there he received he usual task for
newcomers, which was to take care of the children in its schools and learning the
language. Next, he performed the same task on Zanzibar island.
Transferred to Kenya in 1902, he was one of the three Fathers who selected the
25 acre site for the new All Saints' mission to the Kikuyu in Kiambu, near Nairobi.
He became its director. His initial reception by the Kikuyu was rather cold, but after
some visits to their villages they became friendly, and he could open three small
catechetical schools. Meanwhile the Brothers put up a residence and a chapel in
Kiambu itself, planted Reunion moka coffee and laid out a vegetable garden. The
mission began to develop slowly and showed promise for the future.
In 1910 we find him at St. Austin's, Simonisdale (Nairobi), as its pastor. He
remained there for more than two decades and became vicar general of ailing Bp.
Neville. As such, he practically governed the vicariate. We may also mention that
in 1923 he conducted the funeral of the famous convert known as Miss Foxley. For
more than ten years she had devoted herself in an exemplary way to the care of the
Kikuyu and other Africans who needed help.
While on leave in France, he was elected to the Congregation's General Council
and went to reside at its headquarters in Paris. He died there six years later.
B.G. and E.P. passim
137

Br. Evariste KOEGER ALSACE TZA
* July 6, 1880 Wintershausen
He made his first vows on September 8, 1898 at Chevillly and received his
appointment to the North Zanguebar vicariate.
Together with Br. Melanie, he sailed from Marseille on October 10 of the same
year. The bishop stationed him at Kilema, which by then had developed into a
flourishing mission and could use a Brother trained in carpentry. Perhaps the
death of his fellow-novice Br. Melanie had scared him, but he withdrew from the
Congregation at the expiration of his vows.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Melanie (Jean Baptiste) FOEHRLE 20 ALSACE TZA
• June 8, 1880 Gebviller
+ August 11, 1900 Zanzibar
He joined the Congregation in 1894 and learned several trades at Chevilly,
where on September 18, 1898 he could pronounce his first vows.
Sent at once to East Africa, he received an appointment for llonga. Soon after his
arrival he began ailing, but tried to make himself still useful. Then Fr. Munsch, his
superior sent him to the coast, where medical assistance would be available. From
Bagamoyo he went by boat to Zanzibar. There the doctor diagnosed a liver ailment
for which there was no remedy.
He died there a day or two later, almost without any agony, exclaiming, "Oh, how
beautiful is God."
B.G. 20, 704; MOP 61
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Br. Rene RICHARD 51 FRANCE MGR TZA EG CAM
+ January 8, 1931 Akana? CAM
• October 29, 1879 Crespin, Aveyron
Professed at Chevilly on December 25, 1897, he sailed two weeks later for NossiBe, one of the Little Malgache Islands. He taught there at the small trade school
which the Congregation had reopened at the government's request. Governors,
however, come and go and undo what has been done; that, I assume, was why
early in 1899 Brother was transferred to the North Zanguebar vicariate.
He worked there in Bagamoyo till in mid 1901 he went on sick leave. Six months
later, he could return to Africa, but this time he was assigned to what is now
Equatorial Guinea and then Spanish Guinea on the west coast of Africa. He taught
there in Bata and appears to have been a very good teacher, for he continued his
work in the school for almost two decades.
When the Congregation's work in Bata came to an end around 1920 because
Spain required Spanish nationals in its colony, he went to the newly accepted
mission of Cameroon. There he worked at Yaounde and Akana, again earning
praise for his teaching in the school.
E.P. and B.G. passim.
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Fr. Joseph CAYZAC 70 FRANCE IRL TZA KEN GB F
* March 28, 1871 Severac-l'Aveyron
+ April 28, 1941 France
He was one of the 38 young priests who on August 15, 1896 made their vows at
Orly. Assigned to Ireland, he taught at St. Mary's College Rathmines for two years.
On August 10, 1899 he and six others sailed together from Marseille to the
Vicariate of North Zanguebar or to Madagascar. Bp. Allgeyer retained him in
Zanzibar as his secretary while also looking after the schools and orphanages.
In 1902 we find him as pastor of St. Austin's, Simonisdale (now Nairobi). By then
there were some 800 non-African Catholics among the people who had settled
there from every nation and among them numerous Goans. Thus there was need
for a full-time pastor.
Fr. Cayzac, however, was interested in working among the Kikuyu and by 1905
his wish could be granted. He had already helped to select a site for the first
mission among these people. While Fr. Joseph Muller opened a station at Metumi
and Fr. Paul Leconte started another one at Irate, he himself undertook the
foundation of one on the Zeka river.
In July 1906 they were thunderstruck when a letter arrived telling them that the
whole Kenya province had been taken over by the Consolata Fathers and that they
should fall back on Kiambu.
From there he went on to Mangu, where much remained to be done to give this
new mission a good foundation. After a trip to Europe in 1909 to collect funds, he
returned as Religious Superior of the Spiritans in the vicariate till the appointment
of Bp. John Neville, successor of Bp. Allgeyer, in January 1912. At the same time
he continued to be also the local head of the stations in Kiambu and Mangu.
During World War One he served as a chaplain to the Allied forces in Kenya and
Tanganyika under rugged conditions. His health ruined, he had to return to Europe
in 1920. He went back to Kiambu in 1923, but his stay was very brief.
In 1926 we find him in England at the Castlehead, Lanes., junior seminary of the
Congregation; he soon became the superior of the house.
From 1930 on he entered semi-retirement in France in various localities, still
rendering what services he could, notably in the sanatoria of Bligny.
E.P. and B.G. passim.
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Fr. Louis WALTER 59 ALSACE TZA SW F
* October 21, 1873 Eckartsweiler

+ January 27, 1933 Neufgrange

The son of a prosperous farmer, he entered the Congregation's school at
Beauvais and then went to that of Mesnieres till 1894. He did his theology at
Chevilly. He made his profession there together with 99 other candidates on
January 2, 1898 and he became a priest on November 13 of the same year.
Assigned to the Vicariate of North Zanguebar, he sailed with three other Fathers
to his destination on August 10, 1899 and arrived there still in the same month of
August. Bp. Allgeyer put him in the German sector of his domain at Bagamoyo. By
Christmas he had learned so much Swahili that he could teach children in that
language.
The bishop then sent him on to Morogoro, where he took charge of the school,
visited the outlying Christian villages and in his spare time learned more about
agriculture in the tropics. He fell in love with the Africans there and claimed they
were the best of all he had met. Let us add at once that this eternal optimist later
made the same claim for those of Mhonda and Maskati and would probably had
said it again elsewhere if he had gotten a chance.
Two years later, we find him in Mhonda; he worked there till the end of 1906. By
then this mission counted some 3,000 Christians and Bp. Vogt charged him with
founding a new mission on the west side of the Kilimanjaro mountain chains. The
place selected was Maskati. He devoted his enormous energy and practical
knowledge to that task, collecting the necessary funds, building with the Brother
stationed with him a large provisional church, a small residence, etc., and laying
out the coffee plantation and vegetable gardens that could make the mission
financially self-sufficient. He also opened several schools in outlying areas. And,
of course, he preached the Good News. He had the satisfaction of seeing many
people pledge themselves to Christ.
Then came World War One. With his Brother mobilized, he had to add the total
care of the material needs of the mission to his pastoral ministry. Moreover, since
he was an Alsatian, both Germans and British were in agreement that he could not
be trusted. The British interned him as too dangerous to run loose, but French
authorities obtained his release two months later. Back in Maskati, he saw Mhonda
added to his burdens because so many Fathers had been interned.
Heart trouble caused him to leave Africa in 1923. Going back to Europe, he
taught in the Swiss Spiritan seminary in Bois-Nair and then in Neufgrange. He
died there of a heart attack in a nearby hospital.
B.G. 36, 716 ff.; MOP 308
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Fr. Auguste DIEBOLD 28 ALSACE TZA
• October 16, 1871 Hohengoef

+ November 14, 1899 Matombo

A graduate of Mesnieres, he studied at Chevilly, where he was also ordained in
1898. Previously, together with 99 others, he had pronounced his vows there on
January 2, 1897. (The mass ceremony had been caused by a change in canon
law requiring profession before ordination).
Appointed to East Africa, he sailed together with four other Fathers on August 10,
1899, and was appointed to Matombo.
On route to his destination, overcome by thirst, this healthy young man drank from
a pool of stagnant water which his donkey refused to touch. He became ill and
died one week after his arrival.
B.G. 20,655; MOP 59
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Br. Venantius (Franc;ois) RIEMER 28 ALSACE TZ
• February 18, 1880 Minversheim

+ December 11, 1908 Morogoro

Orphaned at the age of twelve, he was piously raised by relatives. He learned
the carpenter's trade and also how to play the organ; then he gave up his job and
entered the Congregation. After pronouncing his vows on March 20, 1899 at
Chevilly, he received his appointment to East Africa.
Stationed at Matombo at first, he was transferred two years later to Morogoro,
where he would remain for the remainder of his life. He constructed new buildings
there and taught his trade to apprentices, while also being "day or night ready to
meet any need for assistance."
While gathering materials with a crew of fifty workers to put up a building for the
mission's sisters, he was struck by illness. A few days later this valiant Brother died
of black water fever.
Bio 3, 460 ff.; MOP 103
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Fr. Louis LEMPEREUR 63 ALSACE TZA ZRE
+ January 21, 1937 Kongolo, Zaire
* August 14, 1873 Thionville, Lorraine
Of Belgian descent, he entered the Congregation as a junior seminarian, made
his profession as one of the 100 novices who did so on January 2, 1898 at Chevilly
and was also ordained there on October 28 of the same year.
On August 10, 1899 he sailed from Marseille to the Vicariate of North Zanguebar
to which he had been assigned. Bp. Allgeyer placed him in the German sector of
his vicariate, first at Tanga and then at llonga and Rambo. He supervised the
schools, ministered to the Christian villages and spent many days on safari to
become acquainted with the people and acquaint them with the Gospel message.
In 1905 Bp. Allgeyer put him in charge of the llonga mission. He continued his
work of evangelization there for many years and loved this mission as a mother
loves her child. In 1914 he could report that there were 2,719 Christians in the 38
villages around llonga.
Then came World War One. The Germans interned him as an enemy alien at
llonga, but that was only a formality as far as he was concerned. He continued his
ministry unobtrusively in the mountains and the outlying areas.
When in August 1916 Allied troops reached llonga, the British gave him a pass
authorizing him to circulate freely and visit all the abandoned or isolated missions
in the territory. These were numerous since about half the priests, as well as all the
Brothers and Sisters, had been removed by the war. His task now became the
most demanding he had ever had: endlessly en route, moving around from
mission to mission, raising up the lapsed, strengthening the weak, bolstering the
discouraged and giving hope to the despairing.
In 1922, after 22 years in Africa, he went for a well-deserved rest in Europe. Late
in that year he heard that he would not be returning to his beloved llonga: the Holy
See had just named him Prefect Apostolic of North Katanga, Zaire.
Soon after his arrival there he began the reorganization of this Spiritan
prefecture. He created local resources in each mission so that its works would not
be totally dependent on external contributions; he multiplied the mission schools in
the bush and established up-to-date central schools throughout his territory; he
made the local "corrupt" variety of Swahili the official language of the catechism he
wrote because the Kongolese understood it better than pure coastal Swahili.
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When he retired in 1931, he could hand over to his successor a prefecture in
which there were over 17,000 Christians, 15,000 adult baptismal candidates and
275 catechists.
Retiring in Kongolo itself, he remained fully involved in ministry, especially by
preaching and teaching, until a few months before his death.
B. G. 38, 365 ff.
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Br. Florinus (Bernhard) HEIMANN, 68 GERMANY TZA D ANG
* September 28, 1877 Brocherer,1
+ September 12, 1946 Minungo, Angola
Rhineland
IAnother source says October 26, 1877, Gummersbach
After his military service, this young gardener entered the Congregation in
Knechtsteden in 1897, learned woodworking and made his first vows there on
February 23, 1899.
On October 15, 1899 he sailed from Antwerp for the North Zanguebar vicariate.
He worked there at Bagamoyo, Mhonda and Tanga till illness forced him to return
to Germany in 1904.
After recuperating, he went to the newly opened junior seminary in Broich, where
his various skills were much appreciated. On December 11, 1913, he was able to
return to the Kilimanjaro vicariate and assigned to Ufiomi.
World War One mobilized him for the local German troops in the country.
Captured in 1916, he went to the internment camp of Sidi-Bishr, Egypt. In 1919 he
was repatriated to Germany. He worked there in agriculture at Knechtsteden and
Heimbach.
In 1922 he was one of the German Brothers who could enter Angola to work in
what later became the Diocese of Silva-Porto, now renamed Kwito-Bie. He laid out
plantations, com and wheat fields for the mission's sustenance, while also teaching
young Africans the special skills of his trade.
He died there 24 years later.
MOP 481; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Ambrosius (Hugo) SCHMIEOBERGER 22 GERMANY TZA
+ May 27, 1901 Zanzibar
* August 9, 1878 Riedlingen, W0rttemberg
He was one of the first postulants who applied for admission to the newly-opened
community of Knechtsteden (1895) and learned the building trade there.
Professed on November 11, 1898, he worked one year at the restoration of the old
abbey and then was appointed to East Africa.
Together with Br. Florinus, he sailed on November 10, 1899 from Antwerp to the
North Zanguebar vicariate.
Bp. Allgeyer placed him in the German part of his domain at the Tununguo
mission. Almost at once he showed symptoms of tuberculosis, the dreaded
disease for which as yet there was no remedy.
He died piously about 18 months after his arrival in Africa.
B.G. 19 and 20, passim 21,168; MOP 66
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Br. Adeodatus (Virgil) JEHL 19 ALSACE TZA
* March 8, 1881 Heidolsheim

+ November 7, 1900 Mhonda

A cousin of Fr. Joseph Wisler, he made his profession on September 8, 1899 at
Chevilly. After finishing his professional training, he was appointed to East Africa.
He disembarked at Zanzibar on September 28, 1900 and left for Mhonda five
days later. Less than a week after getting there, he became seriously ill. The
mission's superior tried to rush him back to the coast, but he died en route only a
few miles away from Mhonda.
B.G. 20, 701 f.; MOP 63
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Fr. Isidore GROLLEMUND 59 ALSACE TZA KEN
* March 12, 1875 Guemard

+ April 29, 1934 Zanzibar

A farmer's son, he entered the Congregation in 1888, studying at Beauvais and
Mesnieres before going for his higher studies to Chevilly. He made his vows,
together with 99 other novices, on January 2, 1898, and was ordained on October
28, 1899 in the same location.
On August 10, 1900 he sailed for the Zanguebar vicariate. He quickly learned
Swahili and learned it so well that Arabs and coastal Africans loved to speak with
him. English-speaking whites called him Fr. Murphy because Grollemund sounded
too strange to them.
Having made his apprenticeship in Kilema, he was stationed on the island of
Pemba. There he worked among the one hundred Africans from the mainland who
had accepted Christianity, as well as among the children in the mission's
orphanage.
In 1907 he went to Zanzibar, which was destined to remain the main theatre of his
ministry. By then there were about 1,000 Catholics in the local parish in the midst
of an Islamic population. Its school, orphanage and hospital, staffed by the
Precious Blood sisters, also fell under his care.
Moreover, he loved to visit the leper colony and asylum for the poor some four
miles outside the city of Zanzibar at Walezo. During the many years he spent on
the island, the Catholic population of Zanzibar doubled in size.
When in 1933 he was sent inland to Sura, his health declined rapidly and he had
to return to Zanzibar. He died there a few months later after 33 years in Africa.
B. G. 37, 308 ff.
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Fr. Emile GATTANG 80 ALSACE TZA
* November 8, 1873 Machenheim

+ August 18, 1954 Morogoro

He was one of the 100 novices who made their vows on January 2, 1898 at
Chevilly and he was also ordained there on October 20, 1898. In 1900 he received
his assignment to the Vicariate of North Zanguebar.
With three confreres he sailed for his destination on August 10, 1900. Bp.
Allgeyer placed him in Mandera for the usual introductory period. What he saw
there was more than usual, however, for the area was then suffering from a severe
drought and famine, followed by an epidemic of smallpox. T_hey kept all very busy
with trying to transport food from the coast and other areas to prevent starvation.
Moreover, the mission vaccinated all who wished against smallpox. While the
Christians were not afraid of it and lived, many others feared the necessary tiny
cuts of their skin by a white man more than the disease and died in large numbers.
In 1902 he was transferred to Bagamoyo. Although Mombasa had taken over
much of Bagamoyo's role of being the busiest place on Africa's east coast, it was
still an important center for caravans going into the interior. A few years before, Bp.
Streicher had passed through with 32 White Fathers en route to their inland
missions with all the transportation of supplies this entailed. They were the guests
of the Bagamoyo mission while their caravans were being assembled. Thus it
should be no surprise that we find a man with the rugged constitution of Fr. Gattang
listed as "in charge of caravans." Of course, the Spiritans themselves used such
caravans for their own inland missions, too.
In 1906 when the Vicariate of Bagamoyo came into existence we find him in
Matombo as head of that mission. Tanganyika was then a German colony, but Fr.
Gattang did not hide his aversion to the colonial methods used by the German
overlords and underlings. It earned him the suspicion of being a spy, but
personally he doesn't appear to have been molested by them during the years of
World War One. Of course, the mobilization of the German Brothers and,
subsequently to the German defeat, the havoc inflicted by Allied South African
troops on the mission placed a heavy burden on the reduced personnel of the
missions.
When in 1923 Bp. Bartholemew Wilson took over the vicariate, he made Fr.
Gattang his right hand as his vicar general and placed him in Bagamoyo. He
performed so well that, when in 1934 Dutch Spiritans took over the vicariate, Bp.
Bernard Hilhorst retained him in that function. He went with him to reside in the
more centrally located mission of Morogoro.
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After World War Two, at the age of 73, he went into retirement at Mhonda and at
Morogoro, still helping out as much as he could. In the 53 years he spent in
Tanganyika, he had witnessed and done his share in the spectacular development
of the original vicariate: Bagamoyo and its offspring Kilimanjaro now counted
some 170,000 Christians, there were 140 Spiritan missionaries and, best of all,
twenty native priests. He lived long enough to see also the transformation of the
vicariates into dioceses in 1953 as sign that the time was near when the Africans
themselves would take over the responsibility for the local churches of the country.
MOP 542
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Fr. George DAUBENBERGER 72 ALSACE TZA RUN
* March 10, 1874 Strasbourg
+ August 7, 1946 Sainte Anne, Reunion
He was one of the 100 novices who on January 2, 1898 made their vows at
Chevilly; he was also ordained there on October 21, 1899.
On September 10, 1900 he sailed for the North Zanguebar vicariate. Bp. Allgeyer
assigned him to Matombo in the Uluguru mountains of German East Africa.
By 1904 we find him in the Kilimanjaro mountains at Kibosho where, a few years
later, he became the local head of this mission. By then there were over 1,000
Christians in that mission and, because of its network of catechists, great promises
for the future.
In 1911 he went with Br. Sylvester to live at Kibosho's annex in Uru. With its own
network of 20 catechists and 10 bush schools with over 2,200 children in
attendance, Uru also gave rise to great expectations. Military operations during
World War One inflicted heavy damages on many missions in the Kilimanjaro
region, including that of Uru. Despite reduced personnel, he could continue his
work there.
During a home leave in 1920, he was transferred to Reunion. He became pastor
of the large St. Anne's parish there and served it faithfully till his death for 25 years.
MOP 480; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Chrysostomus (Johann) STEIML 91 GERMANY TZA D ANG
* February 5, 1880 Sendling, Bavaria
+ April 22, 1971 Knechtsteden
He was a very good student, but at fourteen he preferred to become a cook and
travel around the world. Then a visit to his sister, who had made her vows as a
nun, made a profound impression on him. Next, he met Fr. Simonis, a pastor and
well-known member of the German Reichstag (National Assembly), who told him
that there are other ways to get around in the world than becoming a ship's cook:
he could join the Congregation of the Holy Spirit. A few months later we find him in
Chevilly, where he declined entering the program for future priests: "God has not
called me to become a priest." He learned various trades in the workshops there
and on September 8, 1900 could pronounce his vows at Chevilly.
On October 10, 1900 he sailed for his assignment to Zanguebar together with the
Brothers Fulrad Schneider and Gaston Ebner. Bp. de Courmont sent him to llonga
to make his apprenticeship in Africa and in 1902 to Rambo. His task was to take
care of schools in German East Africa (which in 1906 became a separate vicariate);
he built them, trained the teachers and attracted the little scholars; and he did it so
well that the government named him its official inspector of schools . Needless to
say, he had become very well versed in Swahili, and he also spoke the Chagga
language.
In 1905 he was placed in Ufiomi and learned to speak Kifiomi. There he built the
church, residence, convent, hospital and schools; an ostrich farm, an enclosed park
for antelopes and other animals, the sale of which to zoological gardens provided
him with funds for the mission and its schools.
In 191 O Sp. Alois Munsch, of the new Kilimanjaro vicariate, sent him to Hamburg
to become familiar with the treatment of tropical diseases. After his return he
extended his care to the Umbugwe region: he built a new mission there after the
model of Ufiomi and, in the process, drained a large malaria-breeding swamp.
World War One put an end to his work in Umbugwe. In 1916 he was interned as
an enemy alien and transported to the interment camp in Ahmednagar, near
Bombay, India. There the camp doctor made him his medical and dental assistant.
In his spare time he studied English and French.
When peace came in 1920, he was repatriated to Germany. He was happy to
meet his younger brother George, who had also joined the Congregation as Br.
Adolf. He promptly received an official diploma as medical and dental assistant
while also helping to build up the German province. When he heard that it might
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become possible for a German Brother to work in Angola, he started at once to
learn Portuguese.
In 1922 he landed at Loanda in Angola. East Africa's loss became Angola's
great gain. He resumed his usual activities as diocesan architect and contractor of
numerous churches, schools, hospitals and so on in the future dioceses of Nova
Lisboa (Huambo) and Sa de Bandeira (Lubango). His evenings he used to
practice medicine and dentistry and on Sundays he was a catechist. He had a
knack to see quickly which boys would be successful candidates for advanced
studies or also for the priesthood, while training countless others as craftsmen or
farmers.
Having spent 57 years in Africa-16 in Tanganyika and 41 in Angola-he became
ill and returned to Germany. Unable to sit still in the infirmary, he finally realized his
youthful ambition to be a cook and prepared the special meals for sick confreres on
a diet. His free time he did not idle way, but spent it praying for the many people
whose lives had touched his in many places.
A heart attack took him away, but he left the memory of a great Brother
missionary, one of the greatest the Congregation has ever had in the three
centuries of its existence.
MOP 679.
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Br. Fulrad (Josef) SCHNEIDER 18 GERMANY TZA
• June 10, 1882 Karlsruhe, Baden

+ January 17, 1901 Tanga

Professed on September 8, 1900 at Chevilly, he sailed on October 10 from
Marseille to East Africa.
He arrived there in November and was stationed in the Tanga mission. A few
weeks later fevers seized him and carried him to his grave.
BG. 21, 30 and 72; MOP 64
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Br. Gaston EBNER ALSACE TZA
* November 18, 1882 Goersdorf
He made his vows on September 8, 1900 and was assigned to German East
Africa.
Sailing from Marseille on October 11, 1900, he was stationed at Tanga, taking
care of the plantations. In 1902 we find him at Kilema for the same purpose, and in
1904 at Bagamoyo, looking after the chicken farm.
In 1905 Fr. Haberkorn took him along to the mission at Mlingano that had been
opened in 1902.
He appears to have withdrawn from the Congregation around 1907.
E.P. and B.G. passim
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Fr. Jerome TRUTTMANN 28 ALSACE TZA ALG
* February 21, 1878 Minversheim

+ February 8, 1905 Saverne

A relative of Fr. Aloyse Burg, he did his classical studies at the Spiritan schools in
Seyssinet, Castelnaudary and Cellule and then went to Chevilly. He made his
profession there on January 2, 1898 (together with 99 others), and was ordained
on March 30, 1900.
Although his health was not very good, he could sail for East Africa on August 10,
1901 and spent some time on the island of Pemba. Then he was sent to Kilema in
the Kilimanjaro mountains, where the air was pure and he might have been able to
live and work, for he was suffering from tuberculosis.
It did not come out that way. Early in 1904 he returned to Europe and was placed
in the clean air area of Miserghin, Algeria. When this house had to close its doors
due to Combes' persecution of religious, he went to Saverne in his native province
and died there a few weeks later.
B.G. 23, 171 f:; MOP 82
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Br. Wilhelm (Johann) DERKUM 39 GERMANY TZA
* June 25, 1870 Elberfeld, Rhineland

+ April 30, 191 O Morogoro

A pious young man who had to overcome the opposition of his relatives to follow
his vocation, he made his first vows on November 1, 1899 at Knechtsteden. Then,
after working some time at Saveme, he joyfully accepted his appointment to the
Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
On November 10, 1901 he set sail for East Africa. He worked there in Bagamoyo,
but especially at Mgeta, justifying the hopes his superiors had placed in him. In
April 1910, Sp. Vogt sent him with Fr. Lambert to open a new mission at Vidunda.
En route from Bagamoyo, they stopped over at Morogoro. Five days after his
arrival there, he died of black water fever.
Bio. 5, 92 ff.; MOP 111
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Fr. Paul BERNHARD 34 GERMANY TZA
* October 26, 1876 Waldsee,Wurttemberg

+ March 11, 1911 Dar-es-Salaam

After his classical studies at Epinal and Cellule, he pronounced his vows on
January 2, 1898 at Chevilly and was ordained a priest October 28, 1900.
Appointed to the Zanguebar Vicariate, he arrived there in late 1901. We find him
stationed there successively in Mandera, Bagamoyo and Matombo in the Uruguru
mountains. He performed very well in the usual types of priestly ministries in those
places, and he loved especially to teach the catechism to children. From Matombo
he also served the Tununguo station--which was very difficult because of the
mountains and valleys one had to cross from one to the other.
Never very robust and not inclined to economize his strength, he exhausted
himself in his labors. When an attack of dysentery did not respond to local
remedies, he was sent to Morogoro and from there by train to Dar-es-Salaam for
treatment. He died there about ten years after his arrival in Africa, leaving behind
the reputation of a self-effacing priest and religious.
Bio. 5, 78 ff.; MOP 116
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Fr. Cornelius LAMBERTY 75 GERMANY TZA
+ February 17, 1951 Knechtsteden
* June 25, 1875 Aix-la-Chapelle
He was preparing himself to enter his father's wholesale grocery business when
Fr. Edward Schmitz, CSSp, attracted him to the Congregation and placed him at
the college of Merville. He made his profession on January 2, 1898 at Chevilly as
one of the 100 young men who did so on that date. He was ordained on October
27, 1901.
Appointed to the North Zanguebar vicariate, he sailed together with Fr. Alphonse
Balthasar on August 10, 1902. Bp. Allgeyer kept him in Zanzibar until he had
learned Swahili and then sent him on to llonga to assist Fr. Oelpuech. By that time
there were over 800 Christians in that mission.
In 1909 Bp. Fran9ois Vogt, of the Bagamoyo vicariate, sent him to Germany to
collect funds for a new mission in the Vidunda region of the Uluguru mountains.
Returning in April of the following year, Father Lamberty and Br. Isidor Gribling set
to work, erecting provisional shelters. By the end of June the new Vidunda mission
was blessed and opened.
There was an estimated population of about 10,000 in the region, five days of
marching away from llonga. Under his direction and with his assistance, Brothers
built a church, rectory, school, convent, orphanage and hospital. In addition, he
opened up bush schools in ten carefully selected locations. He laid out vegetable
gardens and plantations, placed them under the care of Africans who had been
especially trained for this purpose, and raised the local standard of living by
insisting that every Christian family plant such gardens. By 1914 he had nearly
800 Christians and catechumens.
When World War One broke out, he installed a military hospital in Vidunda. The
defeat of the German troops in Tanganyika in 1916 led to his interment as an
enemy alien by the victorious Allies and he was sent to a camp at Sidi Bishr in
Egypt.
Repatriated in 1919, he spent the remainder of his life in Germany. We find him
as superior of the junior seminary of Menden in 1926, and from 1937 on in
Knechtsteden. Early in World War Two the Nazis banned him from the Rhineland,
but he could return to Knechtsteden in 1948 to spend his retirement years.
MOP 516 and B.G. passim
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Br. Josaphat (Stanislaus) NOVITZKI (or NOVICKI) 82 POLAND TZA KEN
* October 26, 1880 Orkowo, West Prussia
* January 25, 1963 Nairobi
Together with the future Brother Wenceslaus Mikolajiczak, this wandering
journeyman carpenter reached Knechtsteden in 1898 and went to work there in the
rebuilding of the ruined venerable abbey. On November 1, 1899 he pronounced
his vows.
With Br. Othon Weigel he sailed from Marseille on April 10, 1902 to the Vicariate
of North Zanguebar. Bp. Allgeyer placed him at first in Tanga, but by 1903 he went
to Kiambu in Kenya. After building the mission's residence there, he went on for
more construction work in Irate, another new mission among the Kikuyu.
Warned that his exemption from military service was in jeopardy unless he stayed
in German East Africa,he returned in 1905 to the Bagamoyo vicariate. Together
with other Brothers, he did construction work in various places until World War One.
This war changed his status from being a German subject to that of a free Polish
citizen. Going back to Kenya, he was just the man wanted there in the rapidly
developing Vicariate of Zanzibar (later Nairobi). Much construction work was to be
done. He moved around from station to station, building churches, schools,
residences etc. A total of 20 churches and over 30 residences are attributed to him.
At the same time, he taught his trade to hundreds of young Africans. In his
seventies he still undertook the building of the large High School in Giriama.
During World War Two he looked after a coffee plantation in Limuru belonging to
the interned Italian Consolata Fathers. In camp Minera he took care of Polish
refugees who had fled ahead of the Nazi and Soviet invaders of their homeland
and stopped only when they reached East Africa. They were so grateful to Brother
that they addressed him as Father Josaphat.
His retirement years were spent in Nairobi. He had been at the service of the
young churches of East Africa for over 60 years.
MOP 604, B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Albertin (Franz) KASTNER 22 GERMANY O TZA
* October 17, 1882 Malsch, Baden

+ May 9, 1905 Morogoro

His Brother Cyrillus, who also worked in East Africa, had joined the
Congregation before him and drew his attention to Knechtsteden; he entered there
in 1899 but made his profession at Chevilly on March 19, 1900. After two years of
work in Knechtsteden, he could sail for East Africa in November 1902.
A gardener by trade, he worked in llonga's extensive plantation, regretting that he
could not be of more help in the construction work at that mission.
Malaria struck him hard three years later. When his condition got worse, he was
sent to the doctor in Morogoro. It was in vain; he died of black water fever.
B.G. 23,309; MOP 84
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Fr. Alphonse BAL THASAR 40 ALSACE TZA
* February 6, 1878 Thanweiler

+ November 30, 1918 Kilomeni

He came to the Congregation from the Sulpician Seminary in Paris, made his first
vows on January 2, 1898 as one of the 100 who did so on that date at Chevilly; he
was also ordained there on October 6, 1901.
In 1902 he could sail for East Africa, where he worked in the Kilimanjaro Vicariate
at Kilema for many years until he could take over the Kilomeni ·mission in the Pare
region. His ministry was very fruitful there and, economically, too, he could give the
mission a solid foundation.
Unable to take care of his asthmatic heart condition during the war years, he died
there a few weeks after the declaration of the armistice.
B.G. 29,262; MOP 204
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Fr. Adolphe NAEGEL 69 ALSACE TZA GNA
* August 31, 1872 Saveme

+ January 20, 1942 France

He was one of the 31 young priests who on August 15, 1895 made their vows in
Orly. His first assignment sent him to Germany, where the Congregation after 23
years of banishment was at last allowed to operate again. He taught at
Knechtsteden and became the first editor of the Spiritan mission magazine the
He also established there the Confraternity of the Holy Spirit, which in a few
years could inscribe 13,000 members on its rolls. Life there was not always easy
under the iron rule of "the thundering Abbot" Fr. Acker, and in 1901 we find him
recuperating in Miserghin, Algeria.
On March 10, 1902 he was happy to embark in Marseille for the North Zanguebar
vicariate. Bp. Allgeyer kept him in Zanzibar as his secretary and to get acquainted
with the language and customs of East Africa. In 1903 he sent him to take charge
of the Fischerstadt (Rombo) station in German East Africa.
Changes often came frequently in those times of early deaths or hasty departures
because of illness. That's why in 1906 we find him at the head of the Kondoalrangi mission. In 1910 he became vicar general of Bp. Frans;ois Vogt and local
superior of the Bagamoyo mission. He remained there for a dozen years, until in
1923 he became the local head of the Mhonda mission.
After a medical leave, he was transferred in 1926 to French Guiana, where he
took care of the St. Laurent-du-Maroni parish. Its congregation lived scattered over
many villages along the river, and among the 4,000 members of it there were quite
a few former convicts from France's infamous prison system. During the 12 years
he ministered to his people there, he devoted himself heart and soul to the
abolition of that system and became a member of the government's commission
studying the issue. For about ten years he had been a chaplain of the penal colony
and he knew what he was talking about. He had the satisfaction of seeing the
government concur with his blistering condemnation of the system. The
transportation of convicts to rot in Guiana came to a stop.
From 1934 on he lived in France, rendering still service as much as he could.
MOP 362.
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Fr. Andre KRIEGER 91 ALSACE TZA
* November 30, 1875 Grassendori

+ July 14, 1967 Huruma

He made his vows on January 2, 1898 as one of the 100 who did so together at
Chevilly, and he was ordained a priest on March 28, 1903.
Originally assigned to assist Fr. Acker in Knechtsteden, he quickly managed to
obtain an appointment to Africa. On August 10, 1903 he could sail for the North
Zanguebar vicariate, where he was destined to have a long and very fruitful
apostolate.
It began at Mandera in the German-controlled section of that vast mission with the
usual function assigned to a newcomer: supervise the children in the local
orphanage while you learn the language. Next, we find him in Tanga in 1906 at
the time when that station was in a state of collapse.
The following year Bp. Fran9ois Vogt took him and three other priests along on an
exploratory trip toward Managra Lake and to open up three new stations at lraku,
lrangi and Ufiomi. Fr. Krieger was chosen to be one of those assigned to Kondoalrangi. It was going to be the main theatre of his work. He remained there when his
mission became part of the new Vicariate of Kilimanjaro in 1910.
When during World War One Fr. Joseph Stiegler, the director of Kondoa-lrangi,
was interned and sent to a camp at Ahmednagor in India until he could justify his
claim that Alsatians were allies and not enemies, he took over as head of the
mission. Personally, Fr. Krieger appears to have escaped internment and could
carry on his work.
At the time when the Kilimanjaro vicariate itself gave birth to the new Prefecture of
Dodoma in 1936, Kondoa-lrangi fell within the boundaries of that new mission. He
could hand over to the care of the Passionists staffing it the fruit of the work done by
him and his confreres: 27,000 Christians in the main station and its many
substations.
Thereafter we find him as head of the Mashati and Dareda missions, living in the
St. James Seminary of Kilema and finally in retirement at the novitiate of the Our
Lady of Kilimanjaro Sisters in Haruma. He lived long enough to celebrate his
diamond jubilee as a priest, his 64 years in Africa, the creation of regular dioceses
throughout Africa, the independence of the former colonies, and the staffing of the
dioceses by African bishops and priests. His task had been accomplished.
MOP 636; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Simon (Martin) WEIGEL 82 ALSACE TZA KEN
* November 22, 1884 Grenzingen

+ July 8, 1967 Langonnet

He entered the Congregation at Chevilly in 1900 and made his vows there on
September 8, 1902.
On October 10, 1903 he sailed for the North Zanguebar vicariate. A trained
carpenter among other things, he served at the Matombo station till 1913. He was
then transferred to Ugoba.
World War One caused his mobilization by the German army in Tanganyika and
his subsequent capture by the British forces. Internment in the Ahmednagor
prisoners-of-war camp followed. In 1917 he was released on the intervention of
the French consul. Somehow he managed to return to Tanganyika.
In 1923 we find him at Mgeta and three years later in Matombo, where he put the
finishing touches on the new church by making its beautiful altar, its monumental
communion rail and other church furniture. Just before World War Two he was
stationed at Vidunda.
After that war he went on leave, which he spent teaching at St. llan's agricultural
school. Returning to Africa, he went to the Zanzibar vicariate, where he rendered
service at St. Austin's church in Nairobi.
Having lived more than half a century in Africa, he spent his retirement years in
Langonnet, where he could celebrate the diamond jubilee of his profession as a
missionary Brother.
MOP 636; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Jean-Marie AUDREN 65 FRANCE HTI MTQ F SEN MDG TZA KEN
+ March 4, 1907 Langonnet
• April 4, 1841 Herras en Moreac, Brittany
The first-born son of a prosperous farmer and a cousin of two Spiritans, he began
his classical studies at Langonnet in 1858 before going to Chevilly for theology.
Ordained on November 14, 1869, he made his vows nine months later during the
Franco-Prussian War.
Appointed to Haiti, he taught at the newly opened St. Martial's College while also
functioning as dean of discipline or dean of studies. Overburdened, he went six
years later to Martinique, teaching at the college there.
After 16 years in the West Indies, he returned to France on leave, taught there at
two colleges and then in 1888 became the director of a government-sponsored
central agricultural school at Thies in Senegal. As this school was destined to
teach modem tropical fruit production, he felt "in paradise" there: it reminded him of
his father's progressive farming methods. His enthusiasm, however, sometimes
got ahead cf possibilities and he trespassed on ponderous administrative
procedures, such as obtaining all the necessary government authorizations for new
ventures.
In 1894 he was back in France and then went again to the West Indian islands of
Haiti and Martinique. There he became a close witness to the disastrous eruption
of Mont Pele, which totally destroyed the city of Saint Pierre, killing all but one of its
40,000 inhabitants. Among these there were 13 Spiritans.
Suffering from anemia and eczema, he came, on doctor's orders, in late 1903, via
Nossi-Be's Hellville station in the Little Malgache Islands, to the North Zanguebar
vicariate. We find him there successively at Zanzibar, Mombasa, Pemba,
Bagamoyo and Sura. This time another doctor ordered his immediate return to
France in 1905.
Diabetes added itself to his woes, but until a few days before his death, he
continued to plan his future work in the climate of Reunion as if he were a man in
his mid twenties. Gently he was told that it was time to prepare himself for his
impending departure to heaven.
Bio. 3, 70 ff.
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Fr. Thomas E. BURKE 34 IRELAND TZA KEN
* September 13, 1873 Stonehall,Co. Limerick

* September 18, 1907 Nairobi

After studying at Rockwell, he entered the Congregation as a junior scholastic in
1895 and made his first vows October 1, 1899 at Orly. Struck by tuberculosis, he
was sent to the Congregation's home for such patients in Pierroton, where he could
take the prescribed cure and also finish his theological studies. He was ordained
on November 30, 1902.
At his own request, he received an assignment to Africa, more specifically, to the
Zanguebar Vicariate, in 1903. On arrival in October, 1903, Bp. Allgeyer placed him
on the island of Zanzibar to take charge of the small school for Goans and other
Indians. Two months later, he went to the healthier climate of Nairobi. To his great
regret, he was too weak to take part in the evangelization of the Africans and
looked after Goans and European expatriates. He soon became very popular
among the 400 Catholics and among Protestants as well in that budding city. He
used his popularity to collect funds for the construction of a church for them and
saw to it that it was built.
Four years after his arrival, he died of tuberculosis.
Bio. 3, 107 ff.
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Br. Bonnet (Alois) VOLMMER 67 GERMANY F KEN IT D
* January 28, 1860 Altschweier, Baden
+ July 1, 1927 Knechtsteden
A master baker who had spent some time with the Society for African Missions,
he entered the Congregation in 1887 at Cellule. After his profession at Chevilly on
March 19, 1889, he served for a few years at Cellule.
In February 1904 he arrived in Mombasa and after a few months Bp. Allgeyer
placed him at St. Austin, Nairobi, and then at All Saints' mission to the Kikuyu. By
1908 we find him at Kiambu. In all those places he did material work, especially
looking after the gardens.
Just before World War One he returned to Europe and was assigned to the junior
seminary in Suza, Italy, where a baker would be appreciated. Thereafter he went
to Germany, serving in Knechtsteden and other communities.
Suffering from
asthma, the quiet and unassuming Brother lived the life of a monk in retirement at
Knechtsteden till he died of a heart attack.
B.G. 34,244; MOP 265; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Isidore (Joseph) GRIBLING 28 ALSACE TZA
* October 5, 1883 Wittelsheim

+ July 16, 1912 Bagamoyo

He entered the Congregation at Knechtsteden in 1901, made his profession there
December 3, 1903, and was appointed to the Zanguebar Vicariate. A carpenter by
training, he would perfect his skill in Africa.
On arriving there in 1904, his superiors sent him to llonga and later to Vidunda to
help develop these missions. He was very happy to be allowed to live the life of a
missionary and earned the highest praise of his superiors for his religious spirit and
application to his assigned tasks.
After serving for eight years in Africa, he died of black water fever on a trip to the
coast in Bagamoyo.
Bio. 5,381; MOP 121
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Br. Cirillus (Wilhelm) KASTNER 65 GERMANY TZA D HTI
* March 6, 1880 Malsch, Baden
+ April 9, 1946 Donaueschingen
A tailor by trade, he entered the Congregation at Chevilly in 1898 and made his
vows there on September 8, 1900. After serving at Zabern and Knechtsteden for a
few years, he could go to the missions. On October 10, 1904 he embarked for East
Africa. Bp. Allgeyer placed him at Bagamoyo to get used to the tropical climate. By
1908 we find him in Morogoro, where he looked after the material affairs of the
mission.
During World War One he doesn't seem to have been disturbed as an enemy
alien, but when the war ended he was expelled and went back to Germany. He
helped open up the new junior seminary in Donaueschingen.
In 1924 he was assigned to Haiti, where his services in the bursar's office of St.
Martial's College were greatly appreciated.
Six years later, Fr. Alphonse Gemberle managed to obtain his return to the
Vicariate of Bagamoyo. We find him there in Bahi and Bagamoyo until 1939.
World War Two overtook him while he was on leave in Germany. The disorder
and destruction caused by the Nazis and the war broke his heart and affected his
mind. While trying to regain his balance when the fighting had stopped, he died of
a heart attack.
MOP 477; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Timotheus (Eugen) WENDLING 80 ALSACE KEN TZA
+ June 25, 1957 Rombo
* September 25, 1876 Huttendorf
A gardener by trade, he went to Knechtsteden in 1902 when he was nearly 26
years old. He made his vows there on June 21, 1904.
On October 10, 1904 he sailed for the North Zanguebar vicariate, where he was
assigned to the new mission at Matumi among the Kikuyu. After the creation of the
new vicariate of Bagamoyo we find him in 1906 at Kibosho.
The following year, however, Bp. Fran ois Vogt selected him and Fr. Ferdinand
Durr to open a new mission at Ufiomi and repeated his transfer to a new mission
again in 1912 to Useri. The reason undoubtedly was his expertise in agriculture:
there were vegetable gardens and plantations to be laid out so that the new
missions would be able to support themselves.
When World War One began in August 1914, he was called up for military service
in German East Africa and, after the defeat of the German troops in 1916, he
appears to have been interned as an enemy alien (although his name does not
appear on the list of Spiritans who underwent this fate). However, when peace
came he could return and resume his work as an Alsatian Frenchman.
He then served for more thn 30 years at Rombo and Uru.
Retired in 1952 at the age of 75, he died there after more than half a century of
service in East Africa.
MOP 565; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Kaspar (Alex) GREISS 62 GERMANY D TZA
+ March 31, 1946 Knechtsteden
• August 6, 1883 Ahlen, Westphalia
He arrived at Knechtsteden in 1897 and learned the building trades while helping
in the restoration of the abbey. On November 1, 1900 he pronounced his vows.
He continued to develop his skills there for four more years.
On May 10, 1905 he was one of the three Brothers who sailed for what was then
still the North Zanguebar vicariate, but soon after the German part of it became the
Vicariate of Central Zanguebar or Bagamoyo.
Bp. Vogt put him to work building churches, schools, convents, orphanages and
hospitals, mainly in the Kilimanjaro region. We may mention specifically the church
of Rambo (then renamed Fischerstadt).
World War One made him a prisoner; he was sent to spend his time behind
barbed wire in Ahmednagor, India, until his repatriation to Germany in 1920.
There he became the man in charge of building new formation houses in Speyer
and Menden. In Knechtsteden itself he built a retreat house and remodeled parts
of the old abbey into a modem senior seminary with a capacity of 100.
World War Two made him and many other Spiritans forced laborers under the
Nazi "Abbot" who took over the property in 1941. During those troubled war years
he did more than his share to minimize the damage inflicted on the property.
He lived long enough to see the Nazis' departure and the return of the abbey to
the Congregation. His ailing heart gave out soon after.
MOP 475
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Br. Lucien (Franc;ois) KAPFER 36 ALSACE F KEN
* September 15, 1871 Bertsheim

+ February 17,

1908 Nairobi

He entered the Congregation as a postulant in 1886 and made his first vows on
September 8, 1889 at Chevilly. He served successively in France at Cellule,
Orgueville and Saint llan, working with young orphans and juvenile delinquents
and teaching them horticulture.
He had always wanted to go to Africa, but in 1905, after sixteen years of life in
large and well-regulated communities, his enthusiasm for pioneering had cooled.
Nonetheless, he sailed for the Zanguebar mission in May 1905.
Stationed at first in Mombasa and then in Nairobi, it fell to him to take care of the
plantations, but at that moment this meant that he and his band of Kikuyu had to
clear the luxurious, dense and choking tropical bushes from the land where the
planting would be done. It was exhausting work and with nostalgia he thought
about his happy years with juvenile delinquents in Saint llan.
He was ready to throw in the towel, but thanks to the encouragement he got from
Br. Martial, he recovered his good spirits and began to work with a will. When
Martial became ill, he took charge not only of the plantation but of the entire
physical plant of the mission.
Affable and always good-humored-even before breakfast-he became the center
of attention when darkness fell at 6:00 P.M. and the community gathered after
dinner for recreation, entertaining everyone with his stories and anecdotes.
Less than three years after his arrival he died of a fever.
Bio. 3, 261 ff.
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Fr. Adolphe WACH 55 ALSACE F TZA
* February 10, 1877 Andlau

+ August 12, 1932 Blotzheim, Alsace

The son of the town's mayor, he found his vocation after hearing the future Bp.
Fran9ois Corbet speak about Africa. He followed him in 1891 to the college of
Castelnaudary and from there went via Cellule and Merville to Chevilly for his
philosophical and theological studies. He was one of the 100 novices who made
their vows there on January 2, 1898, prefected for one year at Beauvais and then
was ordained on October 28, 1900 at Chevilly.
After teaching for five years at the newly established junior seminary of Saverne,
his hope of going to Africa was realized. On September 10, 1905 he could sail
from Marseille to the Vicariate of North Zanguebar. Bp. Allgeyer placed him at
Bagamoyo to become acquainted with Africa in a practical way.
When in 1907 he had shown his mettle, Bp. Fran9ois Vogt, the newly appointed
vicar apostolic of Central Zanguebar (Bagamoyo), assigned him to the task of
developing the station of Marienfels (Mgeta) in the Uluguru mountains that had
been opened a short time before that date. He built there a large and beautiful
church and a convent for the Precious Blood sisters and he laid out its coffee and
rubber plantations. He established a network of catechists and opened 36 bush
schools. The result of all this was that in 1913 Mgeta had 1,000 Christians, 2,000
in the catechumenate and 2,500 little scholars in its schools.
World War One surprised him when he was on a badly needed medical leave in
Alsace. He managed to stay there as a parish priest during that bloody conflict.
When peace came and Alsace was French again, he went to Saveme.
In 1920 he became the founder and superior of the new junior seminary to be
opened in Blotzheim in his home province. He built all its facilities from the ground
up. An excellent speaker and preacher, he made the seminary known throughout
Alsace and drew many aspirants to it.
Worn out, he died there twelve years later.
B.G. 36,325 ff.; MOP 305
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Fr. Albin RUDLER 68 ALSACE TZA MTQ
• July 7, 1878 Felleringen

+ December 15, 1946 Paris

He made his vows, together with 32 others, at Orty on October 1, 1900, did his
theology at Chevilly and was ordained there on October 28, 1904.
On October 10, 1905 he sailed for German East Africa, where he would serve for
30 years. We find him at Rambo (Fischerstadt) for his apprenticeship and two
years later he became the director of that station.
Soon after the outbreak of Wortd War One, in October 1914 the German military
command ordered the removal of all Spiritan personnel from the Rambo and
Mashati missions, claiming that signals had been sent to the enemy. Fr. Rudler
and the others were escorted via Kilema to Gare. He remained there at the
Spiritan station till in September 1916, after the defeat of the Germans in the area,
he could return to his post.
After a leave of absence in 1922, we find him as director of the Tanga mission
and then that of Milingano till 1935.
Not willing to spend his declining years in idleness, he went to Martinique, doing
parish ministry until about one year before his death.
MOP 485; B.G. and E.P. passim.
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Fr. Joseph STIEGLER 66 ALSACE TZA F
* December 9, 1877 Markolsheim

+ April 16, 1944 Ufiomi

He made his profession together with 28 others at Orly on October 1, 1900 and
was ordained a priest on October 28, 1904.
On September 10, 1905 he sailed with four other Fathers for the North Zanguebar
vicariate. Bp. Allgeyer placed him in the German sector of his vast domain. He
learned and worked here until 1907 at Mhonda.
He then became part of a team who were asked to take over four stations given
up by the Marianhill Trappists who were returning to South Africa because their
order judged missionary life incompatible with duties of a missionary. (Let us note
here that in 1909 the Marianhill Fathers obtained their separation from the
Trappists and could resume apostolic work.) Fr. Stiegler worked at the promising
mission of Gare. Later we find him as director of the Kondoa-lrangi mission.
World War One caused the mobilization, internment or deportation of some 45
Spiritan Fathers and Brothers, as well as that of Bp .. Munsch of Kilimanjaro. Fr.
Stiegler also figures on the list of those deported to India. However, he was
released in 1917 as not really a German. Returning to Tanganyika, he helped staff
various stations with the scant personnel that had been able to remain.
In 1923, after a home leave, we find him as director of the Rambo mission in the
Kilimanjaro vicariate, then headed by Bp. Henry Gogarty; then five years later at
Kibosho, assisting in that flourishing mission.
In 1929 he went on sick leave to France; he spent two years at Neufgrange
before he could return to his beloved Africa, more specifically to Kilema. From
1935 on he served as pastor at Ufiomi. He died there after 36 years of service to
Africa.
MOP 379; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Albert VETTIGER 61 SWITZERLAND TZA KEN
* June 1, 1871 Eschenbach, St. Gallen

* June 12, 1932 Paris

He grew up as a farmer, did his military service and worked in a monastery till he
was about 25 years old. Then he felt called to the priesthood and went to begin his
junior studies in a Capuchin school. A good student, he did six years in four. One
day he encountered a lay associate of the Congregation, who spoke to him about
the life of a missionary. On October 17, 1901, he made his vows at Orly, went on to
Chevilly for theology and was ordained there on October 28, 1904.
With four confreres he could sail from Marseille on October 10, 1905 for the
Zanzibar vicariate. He was 34 years old when his apostolic life began at Pemba.
With surprising ease he learned Swahili and could preach his first sermon early in
1906. After one year on Zanzibar island, he went back to Pemba as the director of
that station and remained there till 1913.
When he returned from a medical leave later in the same year, Bp. John Neville
transferred him to Giriama. He would remain there for nearly 20 years, except for a
brief stay at Mombasa in 1923.
His love for the Giriama people knew no bounds and sometimes they got the
better of him. Against the wise regulations of the bishop, he liberally dispensed
adult catechumens from the second year of religious instruction before baptism if
they showed themselves eager for it. When he set up a little store to improve the
station's meager finances, he could not bring himself to ask enough payment to
cover even the cost of what he sold them. But it all came from the goodness of his
heart.
Gravely ill, he returned in 1932 to France for an operation. He died there a few
weeks after his arrival.
B.G. 35, 1016 ff.
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Fr. Paul FOUASSE 61 FRANCE KEN ALG F GNA
+ October 3, 1940 Bordeaux
* July 4, 1879 Pont-Ecrepin (Orne)
Professed on October 28, 1900 at Orly, he did his senior studies at Chevilly,
where he was also ordained on October 28, 1904.
On October 10, 1905 he sailed for the Vicariate of North Zanguebar. Bp. Allgeyer
placed him at Sura to familiarize himself with Africa. After being hospitalized in
Zanzibar, he could resume his work at All Saints parish in Nairobi.
In 1910 he functioned as director of the Kiambu mission to the Kikuyu.
World War One mobilized him for the French armed forces and when the war was
over, he was retained in France. In 1919 we find him at Miserghin, Algeria. The
flourishing works there had been ordered closed by the French government during
Combe's persecution of religious orders, but a verbal agreement had allowed the
place to stay open as a retirement and recuperation facility of the Congregation.
In 1927 he was stationed at the Spiritan senior seminary of Mortain, but three
years later he was assigned to the Vicariate of Cayenne in Guiana.
He served there as procurator for the vicariate in Cayenne till 1934. Returning to
France, he served as a chaplain and then in 1935 became bursar of the local
community in Bordeaux. He died there of diabetes.
B.G. and E.P. passim; Arch. C.S.Sp, Chevilly
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Fr. Frederic BUGEAU 81 FRANCE KEN F
* May 24, 1881 Vieillevigne
+ July 15, 1962 Vemeil-le-Chetif,Sarthe
(d. of Nantes)
Professed at Chevilly on October 28, 1904, he studied theology there and was
ordained on April 30, 1905 in Paris.
On October 10, 1905 he sailed for East Africa. Bp. Allgeyer placed him at St.
Austin's, Nairobi, where he assisted in the blessing of the new church of that fastgrowing parish. In 1908 we find him in Kiambu, supervising the schools of that
mission to the Kikuyu.
Two years later he was back in Nairobi at St. Austin's, where he served also as
director of its annex at lruta. Just before World War One he became interim director
of the Holy Family mission in the same city.
After the war, he went to France on leave and was retained there for one year,
which he spent at the new junior seminary of Angers. In December 1920, however,
he could return to Kenya, where he took charge of the station in Kiambu. From
1923 on he functioned as director of the Holy Family mission in Nairobi. He did so
well in that position that he continued there for two decades and could hand over a
parish of some 2,000 Catholics to his successor.
Transferred to France in the mid-1930s, he served as chaplain for another 25
years, first at the sanatorium of Bligny and then at the Vemeil-le-Chetif annex of the
famous Auteuil complex of orphanages and trade schools.
B.G. and E.P. passim; Arch. C.S.Sp., Chevilly
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Fr. Louis DEMAISON 84 FRANCE IRL F GMB NGA KEN TZA SW MRT RUN
+ March 25, 1950 St. Denis, Reunion
* November 2, 1865 Duingt, Savoy
A brother of Fr. Charles Demaison, he had earned a M.A. in letters and done most
of his senior studies when he joined the Congregation at Chevilly in 1888 and was
ordained in 1889. Together with 43 other young priests he made his vows on
August 15, 1890 at Orly. For several years he functioned as director of Rockwell's
juniorate and then in 1898 went back to France. In between he was for two years
private secretary of the Superior General of the Congregation.
In 1901 he was appointed to the Vicariate of Senegambia, where he served at
Bathurst (now Banjul). From there he went in late 1902 to take part in the mission
started in Lower Nigeria. Illness, however, drove him back to Senegambia in 1904.
In 1905 we find him in East Africa at Mombasa serving as procurator. From 1910
on he was pastor in Zanzibar's busy parish.
World War One appears to have mobilized him as a chaplain serving the local
Allied forces operating in German East Africa. An illness incurred while on duty
required treatment in Europe and he was sent to France.
In 1920 we find him at Holy Spirit Seminary in Paris and then from 1923 on in
Fribourg, Switzerland, as procurator.
In November 1926 he resumed pastoral ministry in Mauritius. He served there
especially at Curepipe and was still on that island at the outbreak of World War
Two.
After that war, we find him still as a pastor, though by then he was an
octogenarian, on the neighboring island of Reunion. Having celebrated the
diamond jubilee of his ordination to the priesthood, he died there.
IBN March 25; B.G. and E.P. passim; Arch. C.S.Sp., Chevilly
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Br. Fulbert (Gottlieb) HEIM 64 GERMANY F MTQ RUN TZA KEN IRL D B USA
* July 12, 1862 Schreckenmaglitz, Bavaria
+ October 12, 1926 Bridgeport, CT
He learned painting in Munich's Academy of Fine Arts; then tried the Cistercians
but left at the end of his first vows because he felt attracted to an active life as a
missionary. Thus he joined a new Benedictine missionary foundation in 1886.
When this foundation failed, two of its former members directed his attention to the
Spiritans in Chevilly. Before his profession on March 19, 1892, he decorated the
Orly chapel so beautifully that everyone was in ecstacy about it. Now he was
destined to paint all over the Spiritan world, first in the many houses of the
Congregation in France and then across the seas.
In Martinique he adorned the shrine of Notre Dame and the college chapel of St.
Pierre, where his art perished in the Mt. Pele eruption of 1902. Next, we find him
decorating the cathedral of Reunion as well as another church.
In February 1906 he went to Zanzibar to decorate Bp. Algeyer's cathedral, a task
that took about two and one half years and earned him much praise. After painting
the St. Austin's church in Nairobi, he could return to Europe in 1909.
We find him there painting in Dublin, Paris, Germany and Belgium, before
returning to Martinique to adorn the cathedral of Fort-de-France.
When World War One broke out, he took refuge in the U.S.A., painting chapels
and churches at Duquesne University, Cornwells, Ferndale, Philadelphia, New
York, etc. In 1924 he could return to Martinique to continue his work on the
cathedral. He had barely finished it two years later when a fire destroyed his tools,
drawings and papers. It aggravated the heart condition from which he was
suffering. Going back to the U.S.A., he died there a few weeks later.
Some of the work of this faithful Brother has survived to this day. The paintings of
doctors of the Church in the sanctuary of the Duquesne University chapel are an
example of his style.
B.G. 33,131 ff.; MOP 256; SWWW 326
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Br. Telesphore (Theophile) GASCHY 28 ALSACE GB O TZA M
• May 4, 1885 Elsenheim
+ February 4, 1913 Morogoro
A nephew of Fr. Theophile Gaschy, CSSp, he made his first vows on September
4, 1904 at Chevilly. A farmer by trade, his first appointment sent him to England to
work in the Prior Park community. When this house was given up soon after his
arrival, he went to Knechtsteden. There he had the happiness of receiving his
assignment to East Africa.
On April 10, 1906 we find him in Bagamoyo and, five years later, in Tununguo,
cultivating the land, taking care of the sacristy, prefecting classes and dormitories,
etc., much to the satisfaction of Bp. Vogt. Gravely wounded in a hunting accident
when a buffalo charged him, he died in the hospital of Morogoro.
Bio. 5, 382 f.; MOP. 125

181

Fr. Josef BISCHOFBERGER 70 GERMANY TZA O ANG BRZ
+ September 27, 1952 Cologne
• May 30, 1882 Einthumenberg, Wurttemberg
He did his classical studies at Epinal and Cellule and his theology at Chevilly.
Professed on September 30, 1902 at Orly, he was ordained on October 28, 1905.
On September 8, 1906 he and Fr. Jules Kuntz sailed to the Bagamoyo vicariate
(Central Zanguebar). He learned the language and the missionary approach at
Matombo under Fr. Emile Gattang. Around 1909 we find him in Mhonda under Fr.
Aloyse Munsch, who soon was to become Bp. Munsch of the new Kilimanjaro
vicariate. At the outbreak of World War One he still served at Mhonda, but soon
became director of the Morogoro mission. In 1917, after the defeat of the German
troops, he was arrested as an enemy alien and sent to Egypt's internment camp at
Sidi Bishr. When peace came at last, he was excluded from returning to East
Africa. He taught at Knechtsteden till 1922. Then he was the only German priest
who was allowed to accompany the eight Brothers who went to Angola's Spiritan
missions. He worked there mainly at Bailundo in what became the Diocese of
Nova Lisboa, now Huambo.
In 1935 his great friend and companion in Africa, Fr. Heinrich Ritter, became Sp.
Ritter of the Prelature of Alto Jurua in Brazil. He obtained Fr. Bischofberger's
transfer as his right hand man to that difficult mission in the jungles of Latin
America.
Suffering from bone tuberculosis, Father withdrew in 1948 from Alto Jurua and
served still a few years as chaplain near Rio de Janeiro. By late 1951 he was back
in Germany to spend his last year intensely suffering in a hospital at Cologne.
MOP 527 and E.P. passim
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Fr. Julius KUENTZ 53 ALSACE TZA B D GLP F GNA
+ August 22, 1933 Oyapoc, Guiana
* January 9, 1880 Uffholtz
He had two uncles and one brother in the Congregation when he transferred from
Strasbourg's junior seminary to the college of Mesnieres and then via Langonnet
to Cellule. Professed on September 22, 1901, he was ordained on October 28,
1905 at Chevilly.
On September 10, 1906 he could sail for the Vicariate of Central Zanguebar
(Bagamoyo). Bp. Vogt placed him in Mhonda, where, under Fr. Munsch, in his own
words, he lived "for 18 months in paradise.· Transferred to Bagamoyo, he failed in
his preferred task as procurator.
He became ill and went to Zanzibar and then via Kilema to Kilomeni. There Fr.
Martin Rehmer managed to restore his equilibrium. Bp. Munsch then placed him at
Tanga, where as procurator he rendered valuable service.
When in 1913 he could not realize his dream of being chosen to open a new
mission in the interior around the Kondoa-lrangi area, his mood changed and he
went back to Europe.
After some time in Gentinnes, Belgium, and in Knechtsteden, Germany, he was
placed in Alsace until around 1922 he could go to Guadeloupe. One year later, he
returned and worked well in the mission procure of Paris.
In 1927 he was sent to Guiana, where he served in the parish of St. George on
the Oyapoc river. He ministered there with great zeal in that immense parish along
the stream. Six years later he was called over to the Brazilian side of the river to
administer the sacraments to a dying person. On the return crossing, he
overloaded his boat with eight passengers and produce. It capsized close to the
bank. Seven passengers made it to safety, but he and a little girt drowned.
B.G. 36,604 ff.; MOP 314
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Sp. Fran9ois-Xavier VOGT 72 ALSACE F D TZA CAM
+ March 4, 1943 Yaounde, Cameroon
• December 3, 1870 Martenheim
He entered the Congregation at the college of Beauvais in 1885 and went via
Langonnet to that of Castelnaudary, where he earned a bachelor's degree in
mathematics. Next, he studied physics for two years at the University of Paris and
then did some prefecting at Epinal. On January 2, 1898 he was one of the 100
novices who made their vows at Chevilly. His ordination to the priesthood came on
October 28, 1899 at the same location.
Appointed to Epinal, he taught there and acted as bursar until in 1902 the school
had to close under the pressure of religious persecution. Going back to German
territory, he was welcomed by Fr. Acker in Knechtsteden. The ardent desire of this
young but highly talented priest met with an unexpected response: in 1906 the
Holy See named him vicar apostolic of Central Zanguebar, i.e., Bagamoyo, in
German East Africa.
Ordained a bishop in Knechtsteden on October 14, 1906 by Cardinal Fischer of
Cologne, he was received in audience by the German Emperor Wilhelm I and by
the Chancellor in Berlin. On November 24, he sailed from Naples for his vicariate.
Tanganyika was at that time in full development as a German colony: native
revolts had been totally crushed by 1905; a railroad was under construction toward
the Great Lakes region; many Germans were exploring mining possibilities or had
become planters, who looked enviously at the land the missions had changed into
prosperous plantations or vegetable gardens.
In the religious sphere all kinds of Protestant groups had come to compete with
the Catholic missions in the Kilimanjaro region; a profound financial crisis affected
the southern sector and raised doubts about its future viability, while in the coastal
area more or less Arabized Africans were trying to undermine the work of the
Catholic missions. And the western part of the vicariate was still largely
unexplored.
After conferring with the heads of the missions in his vicariate, Bp. Vogt resolutely
set to work. He began by giving a big boost to the lay apostolate by stressing that
each station should become a center of a broad system of evangelization by the
training and use of Africans themselves as catechists and teachers of its bush
schools. In that way their action radius would be greatly enlarged.
Where the hands of German colonial authorities fell too heavily on the Africans, he
did not hesitate to come to the defense of the native population; when lower rank
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officials refused to budge, he would have recourse to the higher-ups, including the
governor himself. In many cases his efforts were rewarded with results.
With a caravan of porters he set out toward the unexplored west on a trip lasting
several months. It resulted in the foundation of three stations there at lraku, Ufiomi
and Kondoa-lrangi. When the White Fathers claimed that he had gone into their
territory, he promptly founded other posts at Usandawe (Kurio) and Bahi. In
addition he opened new stations at Mashati,Kibakwa and Lugoba.
In 1910 the new Spiritan vicariate of Kilimanjaro took away a sector of his domain
in which there were eight stations and about 5,000 Christians. Nevertheless, two
years later his own vicariate had again 18 stations with a total of over 13,000
Christians, 7,000 catechumens and 166 catechists.
World War One mobilized the German Brothers of the vicariate and cut off
supplies from the outside. He told each mission to become self-sufficient in food
production and to assist one another whenever possible. The year 1916 saw the
collapse of the German army in the colony. Three British warships shelled the
Bagamoyo mission, where thousands of people had sought safety; they seriously
damaged the church where he was saying Mass; yet by some miracle no one was
killed or even wounded. By 1918 he had only 30 men left out of the 44 Spiritans
who were there at the outbreak of the war. South African troops had plundered and
severely damaged several stations. Yet in spite of everything the missions had
remained sometimes the only institution that continued to function.
To make room for a bishop more suitable for a country which had now passed on
to British control under a mandate of the League of Nations, he resigned and left
Bagamoyo in December 1921. He was succeeded by Bp. Bartholemew Wilson.
Bagamoyo's loss became Cameroon's gain. The Holy See transferred him as
vicar apostolic to that French-controlled territory. We will not go into details here.
Let it suffice to say that he arrived there just at the time when the conversion
movement toward the Church was taking off at a rapid rate. There were five stations
functioning when he came. When he died some 20 years later, there were 38
stations with 340,000 Christians and 150,000 catechumens. His original vicariate
of Yaounde had been divided into five circumscriptions. A native clergy had been
formed and counted 40 priests and 30 candidates were coming close to ordination.
A stroke put an end to the life of this unassuming but most successful bishop in
Africa.
B. G. 42, 38-63; MOP 372
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Br. Silvester (Paul) HENNEN 78 GERMANY TZA D ANG
* February 28, 1877 Cologne
+ July 19, 1955 Knechtsteden
Having obtained his diploma as a master saddle maker and upholsterer, he
entered the Congregation in 1898 at Knechtsteden.
After his profession on
November 1, 1900, he stayed on there and became also a skilled furniture maker,
as well as learning all kinds of other trades that would serve him well later in life.
On December 11, 1906 he could sail, together with two other Brothers, from
Rotterdam to Bp. Vogt's vicariate of Bagamoyo. He became there a member of a
construction team that went around from mission to mission wherever their services
were needed. The Uru station in particular was largely due to his work.
Mobilized at the start of World War One in 1914, he was captured by the British
forces in 1917 and sent to an internment camp at Madhi, Egypt. Two years later, no
longer welcome in East Africa, he was repatriated to Germany.
After working there for two years building formation houses in Donaueschingen
and Speyer, he could go to Angola's Spiritan mission in Huila. Here, again, he
belonged to a roving construction team.
In 1939 he went home on leave just in time to be caught by World War Two.
Although he was 64 years old, he had to serve as a member of a labor force. By
the time that horrible war ended he was too old to return to Africa.
Making himself still useful at Knechtsteden as much as he could, he died there of
old age infirmities.
MOP 549 and E.P. passim
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Br. Benno (Wilhelm) CASPER 77 GERMANY D TZA TT
+ March 26, 1957 Knechtsteden
* April 22, 1879 Cologne
Even as a boy he showed great interest in constructing things and he acquired a
diploma for decorative metal work. Professed at Knechtsteden on December 8,
1900, he learned many other things while working at the restoration and decoration
of the venerable old abbey. Soon he became an accomplished worker in many
trades.
On December 11, 1906 he sailed with two other Brothers from Rotterdam for East
Africa. Bp. Vogt placed him at the former Trappist station of Gare (then called NeuKoln). To make the mission self-sufficient, he laid out wheat fields, a coffee
plantation and vegetable gardens; he also built a dam and mill, constructed a
thrashing machine, a coffee decorticator and brickmaking kilns. From 1912 on he
did similar jobs in Kilomeni.
World War One pressed him into German military service in the colony as a
member of a transportation unit. In 1917 he became a British prisoner of war and
was interned in Sidi Bishr, Egypt. Repatriated to Germany when peace came, he
worked at Knechtsteden for four years.
He and Brother Florian could sail for Trinidad in 1924 to help in the construction
of a new wing at St. Mary's College. When this was done, he was allowed to return
to Tanganyika. Stationed again at Kilomeni and Gare, he did construction work at
these places from 1926 on.
His health, however, was badly affected by a liver disease and by 1928 he went
back to Knechtsteden in semi-retirement. He worked in its mission museum, but
much of his art work was "borrowed" by the Nazi regime and subsequently
disappeared. Banned in 1941, like most other Spiritans, from the old abbey by that
regime, he went to live with the Precious Blood Sisters in their hospital, making
splints for lost arms and legs.
In 1946 he could return to Knechtsteden, where he continued to make himself
useful in all kinds of ways until his hands refused to function any longer.
MOP 564
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Fr. Pierre MITRECEY 75 FRANCE KEN
* April 10, 1881 St.-Symphorien, Manche

+ June 4, 1956 Miserghin, Algeria

He made his vows in Orly on November 15, 1901, studied theology in Chevilly
and was ordained there on November 5, 1905. After a year in Fribourg he received
his appointment to the missions.
On March 18, 1907 he sailed from Naples to the Zanzibar vicariate. Bp. Allgeyer
assigned him to the Bura mission to become familiar with life in the Kenya colony.
He must have done well, for in 1909 we find him as director and mission procurator
for the vicariate in the harbor town of Mombasa.
One year later he became director of the Kutanga station of the Mangu mission,
and then in 1911 of the new Gatanga post. It was quite a feat that this post could
have been opened. No less than a "few kilograms" of correspondence, we read in
the report of that time, had accumulated before the governor yielded and allowed it
to be established. It was taken over by the Consolata Fathers in 1916.
World War One wrecked all plans for expanding the Spiritan missions. Like
several other Fathers, he was mobilized by the French Army and had to return
home for the duration of the war.
In 1919 he could sail back to Kenya. Bp. Neville sent him to Lioki as its director.
It was a difficult mission and, despite all his efforts he booked but little success.
Father worked there for two decades, but in 1934 the station was reduced to an
annex, served from Kiambu.
He himself was transferred to Nairobi to head the St. Austin's parish. He
remained there till 1941 and was also the procurator of the vicariate. After four
years as director of the Riruta station, we find him from 1946 on in Mangu, devoting
his diminishing energy to this mission among the Kikuyu.
From the age of about 70, he spent his waning years in retirement at Miserghin,
Algeria.
8.G. and E.P. passim; Arch. C.S.Sp., Chevilly
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Br. Pancratius (Hubert) BODSON 34 GERMANY TZA
* November 18, 1878 Lontzen, Rhineland
+ March 22, 1913 Kondoa-lrangi
He was a furniture maker by trade but also trained as a baker before he entered
the Congregation in 1897. He pronounced his vows November 1, 1899. After
serving for five years in Neuscheuern and Knechtsteden, his wish to go to Africa
was granted.
On June 1, 1907 he could sail to East Africa, where he served first at Bagamoyo.
The following year he rejoiced when he was sent inland to Kondoa-lrangi. He
gave himself wholeheartedly to the mission by the work he did for it. The hope that
he could do so for many years remained unfulfilled. After a day of hard work, he
suffered a malaria attack. While being transported to the hospital, he died of black
water fever.
Bio. 5, 384 f.; MOP 126
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Br. Agoulin (Leo) GUNTZBURGER 63 ALSACE D TZA
* January 10, 1879 Elsenheim
+ January 29, 1942 Kibosho
He entered the Congregation in 1895 at Chevilly and made his vows there on
December 25, 1898. He was then sent to Germany for his military service, but
somehow obtained an exemption and helped rebuild the Abbey of Knechtsteden,
while also becoming a master mason.
On June 1, 1907 he could sail for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Bp. Vogt welcomed
him and kept him provisionally in Bagamoyo. There was construction work to be
done: a new chapel and dormitory for the boys and also the bishop's cathedral.
Once these jobs were finished, he and Brother Jakob Huthmacher became a
roving construction team throughout the vicariate.
World War One mobilized him for the German defense forces of East Africa; he
was captured by the British and Allied troops and sent to the internment camp of
Ahmednagor in India. When peace came, he assumed French citizenship and in
late 1923 could return to East Africa's Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. Much war damage
remained to be repaired and then new stations were opened, so that again he
assumed the role of a roving construction man.
He was residing in Kibosho when after a brief illness death called on him during
World War Two.
MOP 363; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Theobald SCHAEGELEN 71 ALSACE TZA
* November 13, 1878 Grevenheim

+ June 27, 1950 Tangeni

Professed on September 30, 1903 at Orly, he did his higher studies at Chevilly,
where he was also ordained on October 28, 1906.
On August 24, 1907 he and two other young Fathers, Edouard Brassel and
Joseph Lemble sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Two months later he reached
Rambo (Fischerstadt), the place to which Bp. Vogt had assigned him.
When the Kilimanjaro region became a separate vicariate in 1910, Bp. Munsch
placed him at Gare under the direction of Fr. Martin Rehmer.
By 1914 he had become a seasoned missionary and was asked to head the new
mission at Umbugwe. The war, however, did not deal kindly with him. When Allied
troops occupied the area, the station was wrecked and he was sent as a prisoner of
war to the internment camp of Ahmednagor, near Bombay in India.
Repatriated at the war's end, he could return to Tanganyika as a French citizen.
We find him there at Bagamoyo in 1921 and then successively at Bahi from 1923,
at Videnda from 1928 and at Matombo from 1934.
Just before World War Two he became chaplain to the new African Sisters'
Congregation of the Holy Heart of Mary in Mgolole; after it he headed the Lugoba
mission with its 2500 Christians and 30 catechists.
By 1948 we find him retired at Tangeni. He died there after serving in Africa for
four decades and lived to witness the flourishing condition of the vicariate with its
numerous personnel and over 75,000 Catholics.
MOP. 511; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Joseph LEMBLE 68 ALSACE TZA
17, 1882 Malmerspach

*March

+ December 16,

1950 Morogoro

He made his vows on October 1, 1902 at Orly as one of the 48 novices who did
so in that month of October. He studied at Chevilly, where he was also ordained on
October 28, 1906.
On August 24, 1907 he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Bp. Vogt stationed
him in December at Ufiomi, where Br. Timotheus Wendling had been left all alone
to construct provisional lodgings. His stay there lasted only till July 1908, that is, till
one month after the arrival of Fr. Dorr and Br. Chrysostomus Steiml. These two had
come from the lraku station, which had been surrendered to the White Fathers. Fr.
Dorr arrived with a caravan of 160 porters and a herd of livestock and he was to
take over the Ufiomi mission.
As to Fr. Lemble, he had been selected by the bishop to become the founder of a
new station among the Sandawi and he set out at once for that destination. It was a
mark of unusually great confidence to choose a recently arrived man for such a
task, but he proved equal to it. Provisional structures for a residence and a school
went up, and within a few months he had over 200 little scholars attending classes.
When Br. Ludwig Rottger came to his assistance, permanent buildings were put
up, while plantations and livestock provided sustenance. By 1910 over 800
children were under instruction in the center and the bush schools multiplied until
in 1913 there were 28 of them teaching some 2,000 children. And Fr. Lemble
talked optimistically about the five schools he had opened all over the Sandawi
region and in the Unuyagami area, near Lake Balangidda. A new station began to
function in Bahi in 1913.
Then came World War One and, like so many other priests and Brothers, he was
regarded as a dangerous enemy alien. Sent to the prisoners of war internment
camp at Ahmednagor, India, he was released in 1917 as really a French citizen
and allowed to return to Tanganyika. Via Pondicherry and Calcutta, he and two
companions could sail for Madagascar on a Chinese ship. By late September
1918 we find him in the Spiritan mission of Diego-Suarez. From there he
somehow managed to make his way back to Tanganyika. How he did it does not
seem to be recorded, but in 1921 we find him again in Bahi, where he pronounced
his perpetual vows. He became the head of the Sandawi mission, renamed Kurio
in the 1930 record. In that year he was asked again to open a new mission at
Farkwa in the same Kondoa-lrangi region. He remained its director till about 1939,
when he became director and community superior of the important Matombo
mission, where at that time four Fathers and two Brothers constituted the
community and there were over 10,000 Catholics and catechumens.
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After World War Two we find him in an easier position as head of the Mandera
mission. When he died in 1950 he had spent some 43 years in fruitful ministry in
Africa. His bishop characterized him as "a good priest and a good missionary, one
of the few who knew the difficult click language of the Sandawi perfectly."
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Joseph SOUL 74 FRANCE KEN TZA F SW
* March 12, 1882 St-Cyr-du-Balleul,
+ August 15, 1956 Barenton, Manche
Manche
He was in the diocesan senior seminary of Coutances when he wanted to join
the Congregation, but his bishop refused to send the necessary testimonial letters
until he was instructed to do so by the Holy See in 1902. He made his vows at Orly
on February 8, 1903. Sent to Fribourg, he continued his theology program, but
also studied geology and related subjects at the Faculty of Science. He was
ordained a priest at Chevilly on November 5, 1905.
On September 10, 1907 he sailed for the Vicari ate of Zanzibar. Bp. Allgeyer
placed him at Mangu. There he quickly realized that the lofty sciences he had
absorbed at the university would not be of much use for teaching the alphabet and
the Our Father to his Kikuyu people. In 1910 we find him at Kiambu and two years
later in Nairobi, first at Holy Family and then at St. Austin's and finally at Lioki.
World War One mobilized him in the French forces and then as an interpreter with
the American army fighting in France. In 1919 he obtained transportation to East
Africa and went to the Kilimanjaro vicariate as its Apostolic Administrator, pending
the appointment of a successor to Bp. Munsch, who was persona non grata to the
British authorities in Tanganyika. He saw the destruction the Boer troops had
inflicted on the Catholic missions and heard an officer of the British Army exclaim:
"Have they been fighting against the Germans or against Catholics?" Despite
interminable difficulties, he managed to save the vicariate from disintegration and
could hand it over in 1922 to his successor, the future Bp. Henry Gogarty.
In 1922 he returned to France, serving at the Mother House of the Congregation
in Paris for several years. After the election of Bp. Louis Le Hunsec as Superior
General, he assumed the function of official visitor of provinces and districts. As
such, he went all over the Spiritan world. In 1936 he became superior of the
international scholasticate at Fribourg. After World War Two we find him at Pire-surSeiche, at the new novitiate for Brothers, and in 1949 as chaplain of the Holy Spirit
Sisters at Nogent-sur-Marne, Seine.
Rene Dussercle, Le R. P. Soul, Joseph, Ambroise, n.d., 24 pages; B.G. passim
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Fr. Edouard BRASSEL 30 ALSACE TZA
* December 30, 1879 Littenheim

+ July 13, 1918 Mgeta

He had done some theology before he joined the Congregation and could
pronounce his first vows on February 28, 1904 at Orly. His ordination as a priest
took place on October 28, 1906 at Chevillly.
The following year he could leave for East Africa and served in the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. We find him stationed there at Morogoro working zealously, until World
War One led to his transfer to Mgeta.
A black water fever attack caused his death there, a decade after his arrival in
Africa.
B.G. 29,211; MOP 193
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Br. Alois (Wilhelm) KOCKES 78 GERMANY D TZA
* March 9, 1884 Rodingen, Rhineland
+ October 9, 1962 Knechtsteden
He was a journeyman tailor when he arrived in Knechtsteden in 1901, but
preferred to learn agriculture. He also became proficient in the use of the trowel.
Professed on December 8, 1903, he worked as a gardener in the Neuscheuem
(Neufgrange) community.
On November 11, 1907 he and two other Brothers sailed from Rotterdam for the
Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Bp. Vogt placed him at Mlingano. It became his "home" for
the time he spent in East Africa. He put his skills to good use in its vegetable
gardens and plantation.
World War One surprised him while on leave in Germany and he was mobilized
for a special projects unit. In 1922 he could enter Angola's Cubango prefecture.
We find him there at Cutchi and Bie (later part of the Diocese of Kwito-Bie), plying
his agricultural skills. From 1953 on he was officially stationed in Caiundo, but as
chauffeur and companion of the bishop he travelled all over the diocese.
Illness drove him back to Germany in 1958. He still did what little he could in the
quiet tailoring shop of Knechtsteden. He died there of a stroke.
MOP. 602 and B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Wendelin (August) BRAUN 73 ALSACE D TZA CAM
+ July 16, 1958 Strasbourg
* March 19, 1885 Rossfeld
He was a journeyman mason when in 1902 he entered the Congregation in
Knechtsteden. He made his vows there on December 8, 1904. During the five
years he spent in that community, he became an expert in his trade and also
learned a variety of other skills.
On December 12, 1907 he sailed with five other Spiritans for the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. Bp. Vogt placed him in the Mgeta mission; from there he went to
Matombo. In 1913 he was loaned for one year to the Tununguo station, where his
construction skills were needed. He built a school and residence, as well as some
smaller structures and then returned to Matombo.
Mobilized by the Germans for local service when World War One broke out, he
became a prisoner of war in 1916 and was sent to an internment camp in Egypt. In
1920 he was back in France, and his Alsace home country once again had
become French.
In 1923 he could return to Tanganyika. His services as a builder were very much
needed there. Virtually all German Brothers had been banned from the territory by
the British and much work remained to be done in war-damaged missions. We find
him moving around from Mgeta to Sandawi (Kuria), to Farkwa and Mandera.
Twelve years later, he went on leave to Europe and was then transferred to the
Vicariate of Douala in Cameroon. He rendered similar services there for another
dozen years.
After forty years of devoted labor in Africa, he went back to his native Alsace in
1947. He worked there in the Neufgrange community with its junior seminary and
postulancy for Brothers until, in 1952, he entered the retirement facility of the
Congregation at Wolxheim.
MOP 568; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Bp. Heinrich RITTER 63 GERMANY D TZA F BRZ
+ July 20, 1942 Manaus, Brazil
* May 6, 1879 Niedemdorf, Rhineland
He was one of the first students to enter the new junior seminary of Knechtsteden
in 1896. For theology he went to Chevilly and for the novitiate to Orly, where he
was one of the 37 who made their vows on September 30, 1901. Three years later,
on October 28, he became a priest at Chevilly.
After teaching for a few years in Knechtsteden he could sail in late 1907 for East
Africa, where Bp. Vogt placed him in the Marienfels (Mgeta) station. In 1912 we
find him as the head of the Mhonda mission.
During World War One the Germans took him in June 1916 to take charge of their
hospital at Tuliani, near Mhonda. Two months later, South African Boers occupied
the mission. When they were shelled from Tuliani, they ordered everyone out and
plundered the mission. The German defeat in Tanganyika in 1917 resulted in Fr.
Ritter's internment and at the end of the war his repatriation.
In Germany he became successively director of the senior seminary in
Knechtsteden, superior of the junior seminary in Broich and provincial treasurer
until in 1926 the General Chapter of the Congregation elected him to the General
Council.
He moved to Paris, where the Generalate was then located, and in his spare time
organized the pastoral care of the many Germans who had come again to reside in
that city.
Named to the Prelature of Alta Jurua, Brazil, he was ordained a bishop on
September 25, 1935 in Fribourg, Switzerland. By then the Nazis had assumed
control in Germany and he did not dare to re-enter Germany for fear of being
seized. The Nazis were just then busily occupied with foreign currency trials
against religious institutions. As he had been once provincial treasurer of the
Congregation in Germany, he feared arrest.
Going directly to his remote jungle mission on the border of Peru, he solidly
organized his domain, for which his Province sent him the necessary personnel.
Ailing after a very long and tiring tour of his prelature, he went to Manaus in July
1942. A heart attack killed him before he even had a chance to see a doctor.
MOP 368; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Hermann Josef KLEIN 72 GERMANY F HTI ANG TZA D
* December 6, 1858 Wipperfurth, Rhineland
+ March 26, 1931 Heimbach
Orphaned in childhood, he grew up in the rectory of his uncle who was pastor in
Osnabruck and attended a nearby Jesuit school. When Bismarck expelled the
Jesuits in the early 1870s, he followed them to Amiens. There he read a life of Fr.
Libermann, gave up the medical career for which he was preparing himself and
joined the Congregation in Chevilly. Scruples about his worthiness to be a priest
resulted in five years of prefecting at Cellule, where he taught classical languages.
Finally ordained on March 1, 1890, he made his vows on August 15 of the same
year.
His first assignment sent him to Haiti as a teacher at St. Martial's College. Five
years later his desire for an African appointment could be fulfilled and in 1896 he
went to the Cubango part of Angola. We find him there at Catoco and other places,
until he became the director of the Canamboa mission. He made it a model for
other missions in the same country.
An eye disease forced him to go home in 1906. When he thought his eyes were
cured, he got permission to return to Africa in 1907, but was placed in German East
Africa.
We find him there working in Gare. He became acquainted with the Marianhill
Trappists and considered joining them because he felt that his severity did people
more harm than good. His eye trouble, however, flared up again and he had to
return to Europe in 1910.
Back in Knechtsteden, he taught at its junior seminary and preached in nearby
parishes until 1923. He even became very popular as a preacher. After
overseeing the installation of the new community at Speyer, he went to Heimbach
doing part time ministry.
On March 17, 1931 he had a stroke while travelling by train and died a week
later.
B.G. 35,405 ff.; MOP 294
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Fr. Bernhard WOLFF 43 GERMANY D TZA
* September 18, 1873 Breslau

+ April 2, 1917 Kibosho

Orphaned at an early age, he was raised by his sister and went to the Spiritan
college of Mesnieres in 1890. A very good student, he did his senior studies at
Chevilly, where he made his profession on January 2, 1898, together with 99 other
novices. He was ordained a priest there on October 28, 1899.
Assigned to the Province of Germany, he became a very successful and beloved
teacher at the junior seminary of Knechtsteden. Seven years later, he could go to
East Africa.
He arrived there in 1907 and was attached to the Morogoro mission. Then the
newly appointed vicar apostolic of Kilimanjaro Bp. Alois Munsch made him his
vicar general in 1911 and asked him to take charge also of Kibosho as its local
director and pastor.
At that time Kibosho was geographically the largest parish in the mountains; it
had auxiliary chapels in Uru and Umbugwe and two dozen bush schools. In
Kibosho itself the mission consisted of a church, a hospital, schools for boys and
girls and one boarding school for girls, plus residences for the Sisters and the
Spiritan staff.
Sickness and World War One caused him to lose both his assistant and the lone
Brother stationed with him. Thus he had also to look after the material side of the
mission. When warlike activities reached Kilema and Bp. Munsch had to leave the
area as a dangerous alien-Alsatians were suspected to favor the enemy by both
German and Allied troops-the care of the entire vicariate fell upon Fr. Wolff s
shoulders as the bishop's vicar general.
Then a black water fever attack killed him in a few days.
MOP 169
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Fr. Joseph LOOS 33 ALSACE KEN TZA
* November 16, 1879 Westhausen

+ June 4, 1913 Giriama

He was a nephew of Fr. Emile Lutz, CSSp, and entered the Congregation at the
junior seminary of Merville. From there he went to Mesnieres and then Langonnet.
Professed on October 1, 1902 at Orly, he studied theology at Chevilly, where he
was ordained on October 28, 1906.
Although his health was not very good, he wished to go to Africa and was
assigned to Kenya. He arrived in 1907 in Zanzibar; thereafter we find him on
Pemba and in Nairobi. In 1911 the bishop put him in charge of St. Michael's in the
Giriama region.
A poisonous snake bite put a sudden end to his promising young life. "He had
always been very conscientious in his functions and there never was any malice in
him."
Bio. 5, 391 ff.
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Br. Dionysius (Martin) WIPPERT 25 GERMANY F NL TZA
* November 14, 1883 Luben, Salesia
+ January 23, 1909 Bagamoyo
To perfect himself as a baker, he travelled widely through Germany and finally
arrived in Cologne; there he became an active member of the Kelping center for
workmen. Meeting some spiritan Brothers from nearby Knechtsteden, he learned
about the Congregation's missions in Africa. In 1903 he could enter the novitiate
and on June 21, 1905 he pronounced his vows.
Instead of going to Africa, he was sent to Paris and then in 1906 to the new
foundation at Weert, Netherlands. Tuberculosis struck him the following year. The
standard medical advice for that was then: send him to a hot climate. And so his
dream of serving in Africa could be fulfilled.
Arriving in East Africa, he was attached to Bagamoyo, where he worked with a
will. Noticing his abilities, Sp. Vogt put him in charge of organizing the caravans
that carried supplies to the inland missions.
Then a "pernicious fever" struck him, and he died barely a year after his arrival in
Africa.
Bio. 4, 11 ff.; MOP 104
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Fr. Charles MEYER 73 ALSACE KEN IRL TT MTQ
*August 20, 1881 Wolxheim

+ May 11,

1955 Blackrock

He should not be confused with his namesake in Angola. In 1894 he went to
Blackrock, not knowing a word of English. But he was a bright student and a few
years later placed first in Ireland's competitive tests in French and German. After
two years of prefecting at Rathmines and Rockwell, he made his vows as one of 43
candidates at Orly on October 1, 1902. He was ordained a priest on October 28,
1906 at Chevilly.
Assigned to Germany in 1907, he was happy when on January 10, 1908 he could
sail for East Africa. Bp. Allgeyer placed him at Nairobi's Holy Family mission
among the Kikuyu. Two years later we find him at Mombasa, serving its expatriate
congregation of Goans and others.
When he became ill in 1912, he went to Zanzibar, from where he was sent back
to Europe. After teaching for ten years at Rockwell, he went to St. Mary's College in
Trinidad. In 1925 we find him in Martinique doing pastoral ministry mainly at the
cathedral. In 1931 he was back in Ireland and attached to Blackrock, where he
remained for the 24 years of life that still remained.
Anecdotes about him abounded wherever he went, for he was an unconventional
character. In Kenya he once went on safari after locking the house and leaving a
note in Greek for his absent confrere to indicate where the key could be found.
This poor man's Greek was no longer up to figuring out the message and he spent
the night camping out. In Martinique his sermons were so luridly illustrated that he
shocked some sensitive ears. His early brilliance as a scholar did not bear fruit
when he had to deal with young students in a college. His rugged individualism
made light with conventional ways of acting; for example, he shaved only twice a
week. And when Fr. McQuaid, then college president, dropped a delicate hint by
presenting him with a new razor, he said, "Fine. Now I'll have to shave only once a
week." But everyone loved him for his highly entertaining stories and he was never
offensive to anyone. He died half an hour after rising from his sickbed to go outside
on a cold morning to inspect a withering rosebush.
IBM May 11; MOP 548; SWWW643; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Pierre GOETZ 73 ALSACE NGA F KEN TZA ALG
o/
+ April 5, 1942 Momb$a
* September 14, 1868 Steinbourg
Educated in France, he did his philosophy and theology at Langonnet and
Chevilly. On August 15, 1897 he was one of the 23 young priests who made their
vows in Orly.
His first assignment sent him to Southern Nigeria, but illness forced him to return
to France in 1899. He then taught at Beauvais until Combes' persecution expelled
the Congregation from that school.
In 1904 he went to the U.S.A., where he ministered at St. Benedict the Moor
parish in Pittsburgh until he became pastor of St. Joachim's parish in Detroit in
1906. It was with regret that he was released from it two years later to go back to
Africa, for "he had done a good job."
On January 10, 1908 he sailed for the Vicariate of Zanzibar. Bp. Allgeyer made
him pastor of Holy Family parish in Nairobi, which by then was the parish where
some 800 Goans and European settlers worshipped.
In 1910 we find him in a similar parish on the island of Zanzibar. During World
War One after the German defeat in Tanganyika in 1917 Bp. Streicher was
expelled from the Dar-es-Salaam vicariate with nearly all his Benedictine
confreres. The Holy See then named Fr. Goetz apostolic administrator of the
vicariate until normal conditions would return. It was an unenviable task, for nearly
all stations in the vicariate had to be left unmanned, but he did his best to borrow
whatever personnel he could from less afflicted missions.
In 1922 he could return to the Zanzibar vicariate and became pastor and mission
procurator in Mombasa. He served there till 1933.
Going home for a badly needed rest, he was placed at Misergin, Algeria, where
he could still do some ministry in one of the local parishes.
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Fr. Maurice DALAIS 36 MAURITIUS TZA KEN
* February 27, 1880 Highland, Mauritius

+ October 4, 1916 Mombasa

He made his vows on September 30, 1903 at Orly, studied theology at Chevilly
and was ordained there on October 28, 1907. His health was weak, but at his
ordination he had asked the Lord to give him eight years of priestly ministry.
Appointed to the Zanzibar vicariate, he sailed on July 25, 1908 to begin that
ministry. Bp. Allgeyer kept him on the island of Zanzibar to assist in the busy parish
with its more than 1,000 foreign Catholics from every race and country in that fully
islamized town.
In 1912 we find him at Mombasa, which by then had become a busy harbor town,
the starting point of the railroad to Nairobi and beyond. Here, too, there was a
large multiracial population that resembled the situation of his home country
Mauritius. He aided there in the ministry as he had done in Zanzibar.
September 10, 1916 was a very busy day for him. He had organized the solemn
silver jubilee of the mission's founding in 1891. Bp. Neville sang the pontifical High
Mass, attended by virtually all Catholics and many others in commemoration of the
first public Mass by the future Abp. Le Roy in Mombasa since the time when the
African and non-African Mombasa Martyrs gave up their lives rather than their faith
in 1631.
In the afternoon there was a well-attended charity fair that produced a substantial
gift for the construction of a new church. All this had been organized by Fr. Dalais.
Perhaps he had asked more of his frail body that it could give. At any rate, he
became ill and died soon after. It was noted that the eight years of active ministry
he had asked for had been granted.
B.G. 28,403 f.; E.P. passim
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Fr. Joseph WUNSCH 89 ALSACE TZA F
+ November 1, 1971 Blotzheim, Alsace
* December 4, 1881 Wittolsheim
He did his classical studies in France and made his vows on October 1, 1902 at
Orly before going to Chevilly for theology. He was ordained a priest on October 28,
1907.
On August 14, 1908 he was one of the eight Fathers and Brothers who embarked
at Marseille for East Africa, and all but one were destined for the Bagamoyo
vicariate. Bp. Vogt placed him at Morogoro to become acquainted with the country
and then sent him on to Tanga. This station became in 1910 part of the new
Vicariate of Kilimanjaro; and Bp. Munsch transferred him to Kilema. He appears to
have been able to function throughout World War One and in 1920 we still find him
at Kilema.
The following year he went on leave to France and did not return to Africa. A new
junior seminary had just been opened in his native Alsace at Blotzheim. He was
destined to stay there for half a century. He served successively as its director,
dean of studies and bursar till 1947. By then he was 66 years old, but he continued
for many years in vocational work and pastoral ministry. He could celebrate the
diamond jubilee of his ordination there in 1967 and was one month short of 90
years old when he died.
MOP 683; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Ferdinand KREUTZKAMPF GERMANY TZA USA D SA
* February 28, 1879 Aix-la-Chapelle, Rhineland
He entered the junior seminary in Knechtsteden in 1896, made his vows on
September 23, 1905 at Neuscheuern (Neufgrange), and did his higher studies at
Knechtsteden. He was also ordained there on April 12, 1908. On August 14, 1908
he sailed for East Africa and began his missionary work there in Bagamoyo. We
find him there successively at Morogoro and Matombo.
Illness led to his return to Europe in April 1912. Transferred to the U.S.A. in 1913,
he served at Millvale and Sharpsburg before being made pastor of the St. Peter
Claver African-American parish in Detroit in 1915. He worked there zealously till
the late 1921.
Returning to Germany, he was assigned in 1924 to the new Kroonstadt mission in
South Africa that had been entrusted to the German Province. He withdrew from
the Congregation early in 1927 with permission to join the clergy of Detroit.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Ludwig (Albert) RCTTGER 78 GERMANY D TZA ANG
* November 10, 1878 Eschlohe, Westphalia
+ October 26, 1946 Bangalas,
Angola
He went to Knechtsteden in 1899 as a journeyman mason and became there a
master of his trade. Professed on November 1, 1901, he did construction work in
Alsace at the Spiritan schools in Zabern (Saverne) and Neuscheuern
(Neufgrange) until 1908.
On August 14, 1908, he belonged to the group of eight Fathers and Brothers who
sailed from Marseille to East Africa, all but one destined for Bp. Vogt's Vicariate of
Bagamoyo.
He became the bishop's construction man in many places. The church he built at
Matombo, which was modelled after that of Knechtsteden, is the best example of
his work.
During World War One he was in Ufiomi when in 1916 both he and his superior,
Fr. Albert Faller, became prisoners of war and were sent to Ahmednagor in India as
internees. In 1920 he could return to Germany
Two years later, he belonged to the group of German Brothers for whom the
doors went open to admit them back into Africa in the Lunda mission (Malange).
He spent the remaining twenty-four years of his life training young Africans in his
trade and building schools, hospitals, convents, rectories and the churches of
Lubala, Cabinda and San Antonio do Zaire in the former Kingdom of the Congo.
A few months after going to Bangalas, he died there of malaria.
MOP 483 and B.G. passim
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Fr. Louis KOERNER 70 ALSACE D TZA
* January 20, 1880 Strasbourg

+ May 23, 1950 Lugoba

He was one of the 51 novices who made their vows at Orly in September and
October 1901. Ordained at Chevilly on October 28, 1905, he taught at the junior
seminary of Zabern (Saverne), then a part of Germany.
On August 14, 1908 he and seven others embarked for East Africa and all but
one were destined for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Sp. Vogt placed him on
Matombo, but by 1912 we find him at Lugoba the director of the newly founded
mission.
World War One appears to have left him free from internment as a dangerous
Alsatian, but with the mobilization or internment of so many others by either the
Germans or the Allies, obviously those who were able to remain had to be spread
thin and moved around to keep as many places as possible functioning.
At the end of the war we find him alone at Morogoro with one Brother, but by 1923
he was back in his beloved Lugoba as its director. His stay there was interrupted
by a transfer to Matombo that lasted for about four years; then he returned to
Lugoba by 1932.
World War Two caused another situation in which personnel could no longer
come from Nazi-occupied Europe and therefore there was much switching of the
available priests to various stations. When peace came, we find him stationed at
Ngerengere as its local director (1947).
Thereafter he went into retirement at Lugoba. By then the vicariate had
developed so well that its transformation into a regular diocese was impending.
In 1949 there were about 75,000 Catholics in its 25 main stations; there was a
significant number of native clergy and native religious; and an extended school
system taught some 30,000 children. After spending some 42 years in the service
of Africa, he died there three years before the Diocese of Morogoro came into
existence.
In the words of his bishop, "He had done splendid work among the Wakwere and
possessed perfect knowledge of their customs and language."
MOP 510; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Georges METZLER ALSACE TZA
* April 23, 1881 Guebwiller
He made his vows on September 30, 1903 as one of the 36 who did so in Orly
that fall; studied theology at Chevilly and was ordained there on October 28, 1907.
Appointed to the Bagamoyo vicariate, he embarked at Marseille with eight others
on August 14, 1908. Bp. Vogt placed him in the new but promising mountain
mission of Kilomeni in the Pare region under the direction of Fr. Balthasar.
When the new Vicariate of Kilimanjaro came into existence in 1910, Bp. Munsch
kept him there till in 1913 he charged him with opening a new station at Kiswani in
the same region.
World War One does not appear to have resulted in his internment, for we find
him still in the vicariate at Kilema in 1917. Undoubtedly, like the handful of other
priests who had not been interned, he was shifted around from station to station to
keep the missions going. By 1920, however, he was back in Kiswani.
In the fall of 1922 he returned to France and appears to have left the
Congregation soon after.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Alfred (Johann) ENGELS 27 GERMANY TZA
* February 8, 1886 Essen, Rhineland

+September 30, 1913 Lukoba

A mason by trade, he made his profession at Knechtsteden on June 21, 1905 and
then served there for three years.
In August 1908 he sailed for East Africa. Being solidly religious and a hard
worker, he would be able to render good service in a new mission; so he was sent
to the Pare region to help build the Kilomeni mission.
Like that of so many others, his life was cut brutally short. He died of black water
fever, less than five years after his arrival in Africa, at Lukoba.
Bio. 5, 286; MOP 131

187
209

Fr. Martin STREICHER 29 ALSACE TZA
* January 1, 1881 Pfaffenheim

+ July 30, 1910 Ufiomi

He entered the junior seminary of Langonnet in 1894, made his profession on
September 30, 1903 at Orly, studied theology at Chevilly and was ordained there
October 28, 1907.
The following year he could depart for Bagamoyo, where he arrived on
September 7. Bp. Vogt had just opened a new mission in Ufiomi and chose him to
accompany him on a visit to that place. The little caravan set out on November 12
for that distant mission. It took forty days of marching and mule-driving before they
arrived on Christmas Eve. Fr. Martin, as everyone called him, showed so much
ability and resourcefulness that when the superior of the mission, Fr. Durr, had to
go on leave in February 1909, he did not hesitate to leave the young arrival in
charge of the mission.
When he returned eleven months later, he expressed his admiration for what he
found: "Fr. Martin and the Brothers have done marvels: they built a substantial
residence, flanked by two towers. In front of the house there are large fields of
potatoes, grain, com, etc., crossed by tree-lined lanes; there is a poultry farm yard
full of chickens, ducks etc.; there are stables for cattle, sheep and goats; finally, a
kind of park housing donkeys, zebra and ostriches. I forgot the coffee plantation: it
runs over 1,000 feet and 400 of the bushes are already producing beans .. What is
even t,etter,the people have changed greatly. They used to be barely
approachable and no one wanted to work. Now they do all day long. And our
schools prosper: some 600 children attend them."

'.

Meanwhile Fr. Martin continued to work unrelentingly at the Christianization of his
beloved Wafiomi. And he loved also community life. He appeared to be an ideal
religious missionary, destined for great achievements.
All this was cut short when returning from a trip to llonga to pick up supplies, he
felt tired. Two days later he was gravely ill, but without any pain, save for that
caused by constant vomiting. Slipping into a coma, he died he following day.
Bio. 5,183 ff.; MOP 112_
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Fr. Josef BRONING 54 GERMANY PTG F TZA D BRZ
* June 29, 1873 Cologne
+ March 21', 1928 Rio de Janeiro
He was artistically gifted but to play it safe he also learned the art of tailoring.
Then he got to know Fr. Acker, the provincial superior of the restored province of
Germany and, at the age of 23, entered the junior seminary of Knechtsteden in
1896. Professed on September 30, 1901 at Orly, he did his theology in Chevilly
and was ordained on July 9, 1905.
For three years he taught drawing at Braga in Portugal, Zabern and Chevilly.
During that time he also painted the large well-known portraits of the first sixteen
Superiors General of the Congregation, preserved in the motherhouse at Paris.
Then feeling that he ought to do more penance, he tried the Carthusians near
DOsseldorf, but was told there that for him God's will lay in the missions.
At last, in 1908, his desire was fulfilled and he could sail for East Africa. But, like
many people with artistic talents, he continued to feel restless, even in the mission
of Mlingano, to which he had been assigned. Three years later he returned to
Germany.
We find him there at Knechtsteden as novice master of the Brothers and then as
superior of the Broich junior seminary. Still restless, he tried the Trappists at
Mariawald. He painted their chapel, then returned to the Congregation and
became a much sought-after preacher of parish missions, only to give that up also.
In 1927 he sailed for Brazil with two confreres to start there a new mission in the
upper reaches of the Amazone river. Stopping over at Tefe, they stayed there some
time to consider how exactly they would organize the distant new mission. While
still there, he suffered a severe stomach hemorrhage. Rushed to the coast for
medical care, he reached Rio only to die there.
Whatever he was given to do, he undertook with great enthusiasm and
considerable talent; he was greatly loved and booked much success. His
enthusiasm, however, would soon fade away and he would wander from place to
place in search of fulfillment.
B.G. 34,246 ff.; MOP 271
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Br. Sebastian (Eugen) KLEIN 72 ALSACE TZA
* May 14, 1885 Rappoltsweiler

+ August 12, 1957 Singa Chini

He was a journeyman mason when he arrived in Knechtsteden in 1903. After
making his vows on June 21, 1905, he continued working there and in
Neuscheuern (Neufgrange) and learning various other trades until 1908.
On October 10, 1908 he and four other Fathers and Brothers sailed from
Marseille for the Zanzibar and Bagamoyo vicariates. Bp. Vogt placed him in the
midst of the Chagga people at Kilema, the mission that was going to be the seat of
the new vicariate of Kilimanjaro in 1911.
He became the vicariate's chief of construction and worked in many places,
putting up or enlarging churches, schools and other buildings.
The Germans mobilized him at the beginning of World War One; then the British
made him a prisoner of war; he was interned and when peace came repatriated to
Germany. We find him there at Knechtsteden and later at Neufgrange in Alsace.
Having become a French national, he could return to East Africa in 1922 or 1923.
He resumed his work there in the Kilimanjaro vicariate at Kilema, Rambo, Uru and
Singa Chini. In particular, he built the St. James Seminary at Kilema, which served
several vicariates.
After nearly four decades of devoted labor, he died in what in 1953 became the
Diocese of Moshi.
MOP 566; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Eugene POTTIER 42 FRANCE HTI KEN
* December 20, 1879 Epinay-le-Comte, Normandy

+ May 5, 1922 Mombasa

A farmer's son, he studied at the diocesan junior seminary before he opted for the
Congregation. He made his vows together with some forty others at Orly on
October 10, 1902 and he was ordained on November 5, 1905 at Chevilly.
Appointed to Haiti, he served as bursar of St. Martial College at a time when that
unfortunate island's finances were in chaos. The burden proved too heavy and he
suffered a nervous breakdown. When he had recovered, he asked for work again
and his wish was granted.
On October 10, 1908 he could sail for the Zanzibar vicariate, Bp. Allgeyer placed
him there in the two year old station of Mangu. Much work remained to be done on
its installations. Physical activity was judged to be what he needed most and he
labored there at putting up the church and even cutting the stones for it in a nearby
quarry.
In 1913 Bp. Neville put him in charge of the new station at Lioki, where everything
literally still had to be started. He had Br. Theodomir Mathern there to help him.
Then World War One mobilized him as a medical corpsman. It was 1919 before
he could return to the vicariate, where he was placed again in Mangu. His health,
however, was far from good and his nerves not much better, so that there was not
much he could do.
Early in 1922 he became acutely ill and was sent to the hospital in Mombasa.
Intestinal cancer killed him there a few months later.
B.G. 30, 784 ff.
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Fr. Eugene MEYER 90 ALSACE D TZA ALG SW F
+ Jan. 1, 1971 Wolxheim
* March 15, 1880 Katzenthal
He made his vows as one of a group of over 40 at Orly on October 1, 1902,
studied at Chevilly and was ordained there on November 28, 1906.
After one year at Knechtsteden, he could sail for the Bagamoyo vicariate on
November 28, 1908. Bp. Vogt placed him at Kibosho among the Chagga people at
the foot of snow-clad Mount Kibo. He devoted all his energies to the schools of that
mission. In 1910 he went to reside at Uru.
He worked so hard there that in October 1913 he had to return to France for
exhaustion. The outbreak of World War One prevented his return and, after the war
ended, he was not welcome in British-controlled Tanganyika.
He served for several years in Algeria's Spiritan community of Miserghin to which
some parishes were attached. In the mid-1920s he was transferred to Switzerland.
There he became a staff member of the Congregation's junior seminary at BoisNoir, later at Fribourg and then in Bouveret.
In 1947 he went back to France, serving as a convent chaplain near Saverne.
His retirement years were spent in Wolxheim. There he could celebrate the 65th
anniversary of his ordination and the 69th of his religious profession.
MOP 677; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Wenceslaus (Ignatius) MIKOLAJICZAK 69 POLAND D TZA
+ January 31, 1951 Morogoro
* July 16, 1881 Palczyk, West Prussia
Together with the future Br. Josaphat Novitzki, he arrived at Knechtsteden in
1897. On November 4, 1900 he could pronounce his vows. Staying on in
Knechtsteden, he became a master blacksmith while also acquiring skill in several
other trades. It was exactly the kind of training that made so many German
Brothers outstanding examples of a competent religious missionary Brotherhood.
On December 10, 1908 he could sail for German East Africa, where he was
placed in Bagamoyo with its busy workshops. He was still there when World War
One broke out. While the other Brothers were mobilized by the German army, he
seems to have escaped mobilization and therefore able to assume control of all
material works of the Bagamoyo mission.
He witnessed the war reaching Bagamoyo in an air raid on July 29, 1916--it may
have been the first air raid ever in Negro Africa. Three days later, a British ship
bombed the town, but spared the mission, which had hoisted a black and white flag
of neutrality. Seeing the mission spared, the Germans placed their main defense
line in the trees before the mission. Bp. Vogt's protests fell on deaf ears.
The British invasion came on August 15, 1916 when some 2,000 people had
sought safety in the mission. The ships the Vengeance, the Severn and the
Mersey bombed the mission for five hours, raining shells on its ground. it was
almost a miracle that no one got killed or even wounded, though some bombs burst
among the huts that sheltered so many people. Brother saw the damage done to
the cathedral he had help build there, but it could be repaired.
After the German defeat in Bagamoyo, we find him on the list of prisoners of war
as a German citizen, but when peace came and made him a citizen of free Poland,
he could resume his work. As a matter of fact, it seems that he was able to stay
"interned" in the Bagamoyo mission, while the truly German Brothers were sent off
to internment camps. Left alone, he assumed charge of all the material works of
the mission and provided it with income by building the necessary machinery for
processing copra and producing its oil.
When peace came and the British
government offered the mission an abandoned German cotton plantation, he
installed its cotton gins, hydraulic presses and steam engine in the mission. Both
of these enterprises also provided employment to many Africans.
In 1937 he could witness the solemn consecration of the Bagamoyo cathedral
by Bp. Hilhorst on the 75th anniversary of the Congregation's acceptance of
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responsibility for the ancient Prefecture of Zanguebar. By then, he had been
residing for a few years already at Mandera. He continued to work there as much
as old age allowed him till shortly before his death in 1951.
He had been a very competent and devoted Brother for over 50 years and 42 of
them were at the service of the African church in Tanzania.
MOP 515; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Johann Albert SCHULTE 50 GERMANY
* July 12, 1877 Soest, Westphalia
+ October 10, 1927 Bardenberg, Rhineland
Orphaned at an early age, he grew up with relatives. His oldest brother
Patroklus, who had joined the Congregation and was chief of the shoemaker's
shop in Chevilly, took him along to France and he was placed in the Seyssinet
junior seminary of the Spiritans. Homesickness got the better of him and he
returned home to Soest.
There he soon got sorry for his lack of courage and asked to be given a second
chance. Highly gifted intellectually and of good behavior, he got it and began
again in the college of Mesnieres. This time he made it. He made his first vows at
Orly on September 30, 1901, studied theology at Chevilly and was ordained there
on October 28, 1904.
Assigned to Knechtsteden, he taught at the junior seminary and became bursar
there until, three years later, in 1908 he could join Bp. Vogt in German East Africa.
There we find him stationed in Bagamoyo and later at Morogoro. World War One
caught up with him in 1917 and he was interned as an enemy alien by Allied
troops, first locally and then in Dar-es-Salaam. In 1919 he was sent back to
Germany.
He taught there at the Congregation's junior seminary of Broich and became a
very good local superior of the community. While in the hospital for a gall bladder
operation, he suffered an embolism and died.
B.G. 33, 778

ff.; MOP 269
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Br. Vitus HEYER GERMANY D TZA
* April 24, 1875 Sevelen, Westphalia
He made his first vows at Knechtsteden on December 8, 1905 and continued to
work there for a few years.
On July 10, 1909 he and two companions sailed to the Bagamoyo vicariate. Bp.
Vogt placed him at Gare, which at that time was a busy station with a staff of two
Fathers and three Brothers. In 1912 we find him at Kibosho in the new Kilimanjaro
vicariate. Late in the same year he returned to Europe. He appears to have
withdrawn from the Congregation shortly after his arrival.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Dominikus (Moritz) GLETTER 64 GERMANY D TZA ANG
+ October 12, 1945,
* August 20, 1881 Sommersbach, Wurttemberg
Bailundo, Angola
He was a journeyman farmer when in 1900 he joined the Congregation in
Knechtsteden. On June 21, 1902 he could pronounce his vows, but was called up
almost at once for military service. That being done, he familiarized himself with
various other trades in Knechtsteden.
On July 10, 1909 he sailed, together with Br. Vitus, for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
By then the town had lost its former glory to Mombasa and Dar-es-Salaam. There
remained, however, a solid core of some 500 African Christians around the mission
and all of these, says a contemporary report, were people who had done their
Easter duty. Brother's work here was centered on the plantations and the cotton
fields that provided the funds for the mission's operations.
Just before World War One, he was transferred to the new station of Lugoba.
When the war began, the local German troops pressed him into service; after the
German defeat in 1916, the British captured him and sent him to an internment
camp in Sidi Bishr, Egypt.
Banned by the British from returning to East Africa in 1919, he went back to
Germany and worked there for three years at Heimbach's novitiate. Tanganyika's
loss became Angola's gain in 1922 when the Portuguese government allowed
German Brothers to enter the country as missionaries. Eight of them went there,
including Br. Dominikus. In the high lands of Bailundo he laid out gardens and
plantations; he also cultivated wheat and corn crops, and introduced young
Africans to the secrets of his trades. After three decades of service to Africa, he
suddenly died there.
MOP 388
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Fr. Jean-Baptiste GOETZ 76 ALSACE TZA MRT
* June 2, 1883 Knoersheim
+ February 8, 1960 Blotzheim, Alsace
He did his classical studies in France, made his vows in 1902, studied theology at
Chevilly and then in 1906 he became one of the group of ten students who were
sent to the University of Fribourg to complete their studies. On October 28, 1908 he
was ordained in Chevilly.
On September 10, 1909 he could sail to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Sp. Vogt
placed him in Morogoro to get acquainted with Africa. When in 1910 the new
Vicariate of Kilimanjaro came into existence, Sp. Munsch sent him to the fastgrowing mission of Kondoa-lrangi as its director. He was still there when World
War One broke out.
After the German defeat in East Africa, he, together with 17 other Fathers and
Brothers, was considered an enemy alien, and sent to the internment camp at
Ahmednagor in India. Together with five others he was released, however, in 1917
through the intervention of the French consular service on behalf of Alsatians who
could claim that they were citizens of France.
Going back to East Africa was not easy in war time. We find him first in
Pondicherry, and then in Calcutta. There he managed to get aboard a Chinese
ship wending is way northwards to Madagascar. It was only after the end of the
war, in 1919, that he could reach the Kilimanjaro vicatiate again. He became the
director of the Uru mission.
In 1924 he was transferred to Mauritius. He served there zealously in pastoral
duties in some of the parishes on that island for three decades.
Worn out, he went into retirement in the mid-1950s. He died a few years later in
his native Alsace.
MOP 582; 8.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Albert FALLER 87 GERMANY TZA D
* May 21, 1881 Schonwald, Baden

+ October 19, 1968 Knechtsteden

He did his classical studies with the Capuchins in Alsace and then, together with
his brother, entered their novitiate. But he was so enamored with the missions that
the Capuchins sent him to Knechtsteden. He made his vows at Neuscheuem
(Neufgrange) on September 25, 1905, studied theology at Knechtsteden and was
ordained there on October 9, 1908.
On September 10, 1909 he embarked at Marseille for the Bagamoyo vicariate.
Bp. Vogt sent him to the new mission of Usamdawi to familiarize himself with the
country and gain some experience.
Two years later we find him in the mountains of the new Vicariate of Kilimanjaro
at Ufiomi. He learned there the difficult language of the mysterious Wafiomi, a
people whose origins remain a riddle. He served there with great enthusiasm and
zeal till 1916.
Then World War One reached the area. General Van Deventer's South African
Boer troops occupied that part of the country. They plundered and wrecked his
mission and those at Kondoa-lrangi and Umbugwe. He became a prisoner of war
and was sent to the internment camp at Ahmednagor in India. His mission
remained abandoned till the mid-1920s for lack of personnel.
Repatriated in 1920, he served consecutively in Germany as director of the junior
seminaries at Broich and Speyer, and then as novice master at Heimbach. In 1939
he became provincial secretary and archivist of the province.
During World War Two he ministered to the dying, the wounded and dazed
survivors in the heavily bombed city of Cologne. After serving as chaplain of an old
people's home till 1967, he entered Knechtsteden's infirmary and died there the
following year.
MOP 652; B.G. and E.P. passim

197
220

Fr. Aloyse GASCHY 61 ALSACE TZA CAM
* October 8, 1882 Elsenheim

+ December 4, 1945 Yaounde

He made his vows on October 20, 1904 at Chevilly as one of the 39 who did so in
that month, studied theology there and was also ordained on October 28, 1908.
Appointed to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, he sailed on September 10, 1909 and
was placed by Bp. Vogt at Kondoa-lrangi. He appears to have proved his mettle
quickly, for in 1914 he was put in charge of the new station to be founded at Bahi.
He had to struggle against Protestants who wanted to keep the Catholic Church
out of the Ugogo area, but with the aid of a few loyal catechists he overcame that
obstacle.
World War One all but wrecked the mission, but he managed to cling to his post
and avoid internment as a dangerous Alsatian. Then a two year drought brought
famine and in its wake smallpox for humans and a kindu epidemic that killed most
of the cattle. With food supplies bought from the government and free vaccine he
kept many people alive. At the end of the famine he could resume his work of
christianization.
Just then Bp. Vogt had listened to the cry for help from the Vicariate of Dar-esSalaam: virtually all its personnel had been expelled and their missions lay
abandoned. Fr. Gaschy received orders to add four of their stations to his care.
As he was all alone in Bahi, he staffed them with catechists, some of them still
catechumens themselves. That, of course, was an emergency procedure, but there
was no other way to stop those stations from being overrun by Protestants.
In 1921 Bp. Vogt was able to send Fr. Xclvier Robert to replace the very tired
priest and give him a relative rest in Morogoro. There, too, much damage had
been done to the local church that had to be repaired by laborious efforts: going
after the lost sheep, retraining catechists and reopening schools.
Thereafter we find him in Matembo from about 1923, in Bagamoyo from 1928 and
then back again to Morogoro in 1934. In the spring of 1936 he went home for a
rest. One year later, he received a new appointment and was sent to Cameroon,
where a massive movement of conversion to the Church was going on. He served
there for eight more years till his death just after the end of Wortd War Two.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Jules BLAIS 47 FRANCE TZA KEN
* July 12, 1883 Fiers, d. of Seez

+ December 18, 1930 Chevilly

Together with 26 other candidates he made his vows on September 30, 1903 at
Orly; he studied theology at Chevilly and at Fribourg, Switzerland, where he was
also ordained on October 9, 1908.
Assigned to the Zanzibar vicariate, he sailed from Naples on September 20,
1909. Bp. Allgeyer placed him on Pemba island until he transferred him to the new
mission of Kabaa in the Ukamba region of Kenya three years later.
The start was difficult because of opposition to a Catholic post in the area and the
local elders did not appear to want him. With his companion he lived there in a
little hut until in 1914 Kavirondo workers,who had migrated from the Upper Nile
came to the area in search of work. To his delight they were also interested in the
faith. They built the mission's new installations, became Christians and
established Christian families .

•

In 1917 he became the founder of the new mission St. Peter Claver in Nairobi for
the Kikuyu. Here he could really show his mettle. He developed it into a center to
which a string of some 40 to 50 catechists working in the country were attached. In
1921 Bp. Neville came to bless the new church-school building of some 130 by 33
feet that could seat 800 people on Sundays. It had been built by Br. Josaphat
Novitzki. There were about 600 catechumens under instruction at the center alone.
And some 1200 people came to witness the blessing of their church. When he was
transferred to Kilomeni in 1927, he could hand over to his successor a parish with
over 1,700 Christians and 2,000 catechumens.
In Kilomeni he continued to work in a similar fashion. However, his time of active
work was nearly over. Returning to France on leave in 1930, he died there before
the end of the year.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Jakob (Josef) HUTHMACHER 86 GERMANY TZA D SA
* November 15, 1885 Eppenich, Voreifel
+ August 26, 1972 Bethlehem, SA
A farmer's son, he learned also some carpentry before he entered the
Congregation at Knechtsteden in 1905. He made his vows there on June 23, 1907
while he learned more about his trade and other crafts .

.

Bp. Vogt of Kilimanjaro obtained his assignment to the Bagamoyo vicariate and
on December 7, 1909 he was one of the six Spiritans who could sail for that
mission. He became a member of a construction team composed of Spiritan
Brothers who moved from station to station all over the extended vicariate,
wherever their services were needed.
World War One caused his internment and he was sent to the camp in
Ahmednagor, India, as a prisoner of war. Repatriated in 1920, he helped build
formation houses at Speyer and Donaueschingen in Germany.
In 1924 he could join confreres going to the newly founded Spiritan Prefecture of
Kroonstad in Orange Free State, South Africa, where everything had to be started
from the ground up. Here also he became a member of the construction team
which built virtually all churches, residences etc. in that domain.
During the 48 years he spent in Kroonstad and Bethlehem, he saw Kroonstad
develop, become a vicariate in 1935, give birth to the new vicariate of Bethlehem in
1948, and finally saw both Kroonstad and Bethlehem raised to the status of
dioceses in 1951.
Having celebrated the golden jubilee of his profession in 1967, he died of old age
infirmities five years later.
MOP 696. B. G. passim
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Br. Erhard (Thomas) DORMEYER 53 GERMANY F KEN D
• October 2, 1876 Oberschneidhard, Bavaria
+ August 8, 1930 Cologne
A brother of Br. Prudence and horticulturist by trade, he entered the
Congregation at Chevilly in 1902, made his first vows on September 8, 1904 and
continued to serve there for another five years.
Assigned to East Africa in 1909, this quiet but very competent Brother went to the
Giriama mission, where he worked in its famous coffee plantation that was to
become an important factor in the Kenya economy. He also laid out the rubber and
cotton plantations near Nairobi.
During World War One he was interned as an enemy alien and shipped to a
prisoners camp in Ahmednagar, near Bombay. Repatriated in 1920, he was
stationed in Knechtsteden, doing very successful propaganda work for the
mIssIons. He died there of stomach cancer, leaving the memory of a humble but
very dedicated worker for the Lord.
B.G. 35, 63 ff.; MOP 284
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Br. Michael (Caspar) RITTERBACH GERMANY TZA
• June 13, 1887 Weekhoven, Rhineland
He made his vows in Knechtsteden on June 23, 1907 and continued his training
there for a few more years.
On March 7, 1910 he sailed for the Bagamoyo vicariate. We find him there
stationed at Tununguo and Maskati.
At the start of World War One he was called up for military service by the local
German command. Captured in 1916 or 1917, he was sent to a prisoners-of-war
camp in Egypt.
By 1920 he was back in Germany and appears to have withdrawn from the
Congregation at the expiration of his vows.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Charles LAMMER 86 ALSACE KEN
* April 10, 1882 Artelsheim

+ July 27, 1968 Nairobi

He made his vows on December 26, 1903 at Orly, studied theology at Chevilly
and was ordained there on October 28, 1907.
On August 14, 1910 he sailed for the North Zanguebar vicariate, where Bp.
Allgeyer placed him at Sura. By the time he was transferred to Giriama in 1913, the
Sura mission had about 1,000 parishioners. Giriama, however, was an
unpromising mission at that time, almost on the verge of being closed, but he
courageously set to work with high hopes for the future.
Then World War One interned him as a dangerous Alsatian and he spent these
years in the prisoners of war camp in Ahmednagor, India. At the war's end, he
assumed French citizenship and could return to Kenya.
We find him there as head of the missions in Mangu, Kiambu and Limuru. Mangu
in particular developed into a major center of education. When he returned to it in
the 1930s, he assumed the chaplaincies to the various congregations of Sisters
that staffed schools and the hospital there, especially those of the White Sisters,
and as time went on also that of Holy Spirit College.
He had the happiness of seeing the vicariate raised to an Archdiocese in 1952,
the growth of a native clergy ready to take over the work, of celebrating the
diamond jubilee of his ordination in Mangu in 1967 and of seeing that over 12,000
of the town's population of 15,600 had accepted the faith.

•

MOP 649; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Paulus (Johann) BRAUN 64 GERMANY D TZA ANG
+ February 20,1946 Chivinguiro,
• September 15, 1881 Middelsheim, Duren
Angola
A farmer's son, he entered the Congregation at Knechtsteden in 1890 and made
his vows there on December 8, 1902. He stayed there for a few more years,
becoming proficient in agriculture until he was called up for military service. On its
completion, he went to the Neuscheuem (Neufgrange) novitiate for Brothers to
practice his trade.
On August 20, 1910 he sailed with three other Spiritans to the Vicari ate of
Bagamoyo. As just then this vicariate gave birth to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro, he
was assigned to the latter and placed at Gare. Just before World War One broke
out, we find him at the new station of Umbugwe.
His name figures on the list of Spiritans interned by Allied forces after the defeat
of Germany in East Africa. On the other hand, Fr. Rath says that he remained
forgotten and undisturbed at his remote station throughout the war. At any rate, in
1920 he was sent back to Germany. He renewed his vows there on February 26.
In 1922 he belonged to the group of German Brothers who could enter the
Portuguese colony of Angola. Assigned to the Cubango prefecture, he was
destined to stay there for the remaining 24 years of his life. He took care of the
mission's plantations and cattle farm, while also teaching many young Africans the
secrets of successful farming and modem animal husbandry.
He died there suddenly in his mountain plateau mission.
MOP 473; B.G. and E.P. passim

•
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Br. Ladislaus (Simon) PIASECKI 78 POLAND D TZA POL
* October 25, 1877 Wirginowo, Poznan
+ February 2, 1956 Puszykowo, Poland
A younger brother of Spiritan Br. Miecislaus and a nephew of Br. Boleslaus
Stelmaszyk, he was a blacksmith and locksmith by trade when he went to
Knechtsteden in 1900. He made his vows there on June 21, 1902 and stayed for
eight more years to become proficient in several trades.
On August 20, 1910 he was one of the four Spiritans to sail for the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. As this vicariate was then being split into two, he found himself in the
Vicariate of Kilimanjaro and was stationed in Gare.
World War One put him on the list of interned or expelled Spiritans after the
German defeat in East Africa. Sent back to Germany, he also saw Poland restored
as an autonomous nation and became a Polish citizen.
As such, he could return to Tanganyika on November 16, 1920. Stationed at
Mlingano, he resumed his work, looking after the material side of the mission.
In 1928 he went to Poland to help build up that new province of the Congregation
at its junior seminary in Bydgodszcz (Bromberg). During World War Two he
managed to evade the wrath of the Nazi's feared SS police and survived while
millions perished. His last ten years of life were spent in the Congregation's
novitiate at Pyszykowo.
MOP 553; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Joseph LITZLER 73 ALSACE TZA KEN
* May 15, 1882 Blotzheim

+ May 3, 1956 Nairobi

He did all his studies in Knechtsteden, made his vows on September 28, 1905 in
Neuscheuem (Neufgrange), and was ordained on December 18, 1909 in Cologne.
On August 20, 1910 he embarked for East Africa's Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Sp.
Vogt placed him in Vidunda. Apparently undisturbed by personal involvement in
World War One through mobilization or internment, he remained in that mission for
two decades, most of the time as its director. When he was transferred to Matombo,
he could hand over to his successor a parish of over 4,000 Christians.
After a two year stay at Matombo, he became director of the Vidunda mission. It
was again a place where he worked long and hard. By 1947 this station had
grown into a parish with about 3,000 Christians.
Next, we find him in Kenya in the area of Giriama. At the age of 70, he
volunteered to go to Kanzalo, a mission that was developing fast and in urgent
need of another priest. Within three months he was able to hear confessions in the
local language and participate fully in the ministry.
Having worked tirelessly for 46 years in the service of East Africa, he died of
cancer in Kenya's capital.
MOP 555; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Jacques HORBER 93 SWITZERLAND KEN
+ September 29, 197 4 Mombasa
* June 15, 1881 B0tschwil, St. Gallen
He made his vows at Chevilly on October 20, 1904 as one of the 39 who did so in
that month. After studying there, he became in 1906 one of the ten who were
selected to go to the University of Fribourg for theology. He was ordained at
Chevilly on October 28, 1910.
Assigned to the Zanzibar vicariate, he embarked in September, 1910 for that
destination. Sp. Allgeyer placed him at St. Austin's, Simonisdale (Nairobi). By that
time many people from the coastal areas had arrived there in search of work. They
brought their germs with them. As a result, in that "paradise in the tropics" in the
Kikuyu highlands, hitherto unknown diseases, such as the plague, malaria,
meningitis and typhoid fever were making many victims. Fr. Herber caught typhoid
fever, but after spending three months in the hospital he could resume his work.
In 1913 he went to Kiambu, of which station he became director two years later.
With all his energy he worked successfully at creating a nucleus of fervent
Christians whose example, he hoped, would draw others to follow.
In 1920 we find him in charge of opening a new mission at Kilungu. He
ministered there for about two decades and, during World War Two, could hand
over to his successor a parish with some 2,000 Christians and catechumens and a
solid movement toward the Church among the remaining population. In 1947 the
number had almost doubled.
By then he was 66 years old and had been reassigned to Mbiniti. In 1952 we find
him on a more or less reduced schedule at Giriama, but still vigorous.
When he died after 63 years in Kenya he had been privileged to see almost the
entire development of the country from colony to independence and the growth of
the Church from a small struggling mission to a dozen dioceses, mostly headed by
African bishops and a largely African clergy.
B.G. and E.P. passim

•
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Fr. Luciano de SA 48 INDIA TZA KEN
* Sept. 6, 1881 Moira de Bardiz (d. of Goa)

+ Dec. 11, 1929 Goa

Aniceto Martinho Luciano de Sa, to give him his full name, came from a pious
family. His father was a pharmacist who moved to Zanzibar, but Luciano stayed in
India to study at the junior seminary of Rachal. In 1903 the son went to live with
him in Zanzibar, still undecided about what he wanted to do with his life. There he
became acquainted with the Spiritans and liked them so much that he began to live
with them as a layman while giving religious instruction in Konkan to people from
the western part of India who had migrated to Zanzibar. He did this so well that he
was encouraged to go on for the priesthood.
Sent to Europe, he suffered severely from the climate at Chevilly and even in
Portugal, and had to return home without having finished his studies. Fortunately
for him, there just happened to be a Father assigned to Zanzibar who was a former
teacher of theology, so that he could finish his studies under him. Having made his
religious profession in Zanzibar, August 15, 1907, he was ordained there October
15, 1910.
For some years he worked among his compatriots in Zanzibar, bur as time went
on he found it very difficult not to get embroiled in the many petty rivalries existing
among them. He obtained his bishop's permission to minister to the mainland
Africans who labored on the island. He worked with great zeal and success among
them. "I have seven main schools and five smaller ones," he wrote, "at from ten to
twenty-five miles from Zanzibar (City), in the northern part of the island"; and he had
to visit them as much as possible. The bishop had only to pay the catechists'
salaries; all expenses for building the schools, books and travel Father Luciano
paid himself by various means. In 1917 we find him stationed at Mombasa, Kenya
in charge of the orphanages.
His zeal went beyond the island ministry entrusted to his care. The immense
vicariate of Zanzibar was in dire need of priests and he conceived a plan to attract
more missionaries. With his bishop's approval he travelled to Goa in order to
establish a junior seminary that would renew the apostolic zeal of St. Francis
Xavier, whose mortal remains are buried there.
He arrived in the land of his birth on December 6 and stayed with his brother, in
good spirits, and eager to realize his plans. It was not to be. Five days later, he
died of an intestinal obstruction, which two physicians had misdiagnosed as a
minor indisposition. One month later the sad news reached Zanzibar. Nothing
ever came from his intention to establish a new missionary school in Goa.
BG. 34,238 ff.; Annales des Peres du Saint-Espirit, Oct. 1930, 238 ff.
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Br. Caetano (Jose) CASTELLINO 65 INDIA TZA KEN
• Feb. 8, 1876 at Assogoa (d. of Goa)

• Aug. 30, 1941 Zanzibar

Little seems to have been recorded about him.
He made his novitiate at Cintra in Portugal, where he pronounced his vows
September 8, 1910, less than a month before the October revolution wrecked the
Province of Portugal. Presumably he was one of the twenty-two Brothers who were
captured by the revolutionaries, but released unharmed two days later. At any rate,
on October 18 he arrived in Paris and received his appointment to the Vicariate of
Zanzibar; on November 10 he sailed from Marseille for his destination.
We find him listed as stationed on the island of Zanzibar and also as working in
Bura, Kenya.
B.G. 25, 694 and passim
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Fr. Rene DIRIG 38 ALSACE TZA
• January 16, 1885

+ April 4, 1924 Bagamoyo

When Combe's persecution caused the closing of the Congregation's college in
Merville, he finished his classical studies at Gentinnes, Belgium, in 1905.
Professed on March 11, 1906 in Orly, he was ordained at Chevilly on October 17,
1909.
The following year he went to the Kilimanjaro vicariate, where he labored in the
Bahi and Usandawi mountain missions. In 1916 Allied troops forced him out of the
area as an enemy alien. A few months later, however, he was allowed to return,
but he had to rebuild or repair what had been wrecked by the troops, both in his
own missions and that of Morogoro.
In 1921 he was named the mission procurator for the vicariate, and took up his
station in Bagamoyo.
Three years later, he became ill with cerebral malaria. A confrere rushing over
from Zanzibar arrived just in time to anoint him before he expired.
B.G. 31, 727 f.; MOP 240
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Br. Reinold (Emile) BECKER GERMANY D TZA ANG
* November 1, 1888 Neubergweier, Baden-Wurttemberg
A carpenter and joiner by trade, he made his first vows on August 8, 1909 at
Knechtsteden and continued working there for two years.
On April 29, 1911 he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. We find him stationed
there at Kibosho on the eve of World War One. Like nearly all German Brothers,
he was mobilized by their military command for local service. In 1916 or 1917
Allied troops captured him and he was sent to the prisoners-of-war camp in
Ahmednagor, India. When peace came, he could return to Germany.
In 1922 he belonged to the group of German Brothers whom the Portuguese
government allowed to enter Angola. He worked there in the service of the Mission
of Lunda at Libolo and Malange.
Around 1925 he appears to have withdrawn from the Congregation.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Joseph FLECK 73 ALSACE SL USA TZA KEN SPM RUN
+ December 29, 1953 Reunion
• April 5, 1870 Waltenheim
He did his studies in France, was ordained a priest in Paris on June 12, 1897 and
made his vows on August 15 on the same year at Orly.
Three weeks later he was on his way to Sierra Leone. After lasting for eight years
in "the white man's grave" while working at Freetown and Gerihun, he had to
withdraw to stay alive in 1908. Assigned to the U.S.A., he taught till 1911 at
Duquesne.
On September 10 of the same year he could sail for East Africa. After spending
some time at Bagamoyo, he was placed at Nairobi's Holy Family parish. He was
quite happy there, but in 1915 the doctor ordered him home if he wished to survive.
At the end of World War One, he went to the Miquelon Islands, off the coast of
Newfoundland, but within a few months he was ailing again in that miserable
climate.
In 1921 at last he got a climate that was congenial to his health when he was sent
to Reunion. For the remaining 22 years of his life he devoted himself to parish
ministry in various locations, but especially in Helbourg.
SWWW 512; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Cosmas or Kosmas (Peter Heinrich) OBERHEIDT 80 GERMANY D TZA ANG
* February 1, 1889 Huls, Krefeld
+ April 25, 1969 Landana, Angola
He had worked as a boiler maker in the Krupp factories before he joined the
Congregation in Knechtsteden in 1905 and made his vows on December 8, 1907.
He stayed there for a few more years to become proficient as a blacksmith,
locksmith and general mechanic.
On October 14, 1911 he was one of the four Spiritans who sailed together to East
Africa. Bp. Vogt placed him at the freshly opened station of Kibakwe, where there
was of course much scope for his abilities. Two years later we find him at
Marienfels (Mgeta), where he laid out a rubber plantation.
World War One mobilized him locally as a German soldier. In 1916 or 1917 he
became a prisoner of war. Sent to the· interment camp of Sidi-Bishr, Egypt, he was
repatriated at the end of the war in 1919.
After working at the construction of a retreat house in Knechtsteden, he could in
1922 go to Angola. He was assigned there to the Cabinda enclave across the
Congo River and stationed at Landana.
For the forty-seven remaining years of his life he stayed there. He built a large
educational complex of vocational schools that had no equal anywhere else in
Angola. He taught its students and remained its director for several decades, and
its heart and soul till the end of his life.
Having celebrated the golden anniversary of his service to Africa in 1961 and the
diamond jubilee of his religious profession in 1967, he died in the Landana
community.
MOP 658
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Fr. Franc;ois ALBRECHT 69 ALSACE D TZA
* October 4, 1880, Strasbourg

+ April

23, 1949 Moshi

He did his classical studies at Cellule and made his vows on October 1, 1899 in
Orly. After beginning his higher studies in Chevilly, he was sent to Rome, where he
earned doctoral degrees in philosophy and theology. He was also ordained there
on March 8, 1904.
After teaching dogmatics for a few years in Knechtsteden, his wish to go to Africa
was granted. On October 14, 1911 he could sail for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro.
Sp. Munsch assigned him to Kilema for his initiation period under the guidance of
wise old Fr. Auguste Gommenginger.
Like almost everyone else who could stay put in Tanganyika during the war years
of 1914-1918, he was switched round from post to post to keep as many stations
open as possible. In 1920 he became the director of the Mlingano mission and in
1923 of Kibosho.
In 1928 he was made regent of the St. James Seminary in Kilema. It was a
seminary to which several bishops sent their African candidates and destined to
educate many priests and bishops. He held this position till about 1936.
He then went to live in Moshi as mission procurator and also as pastor of the local
parish.
Having spent 38 years of devoted service in East Africa, he died there.
MOP 501; B.G. and E.P. passim

211
237

Fr. Louis RAUL T 74 FRANCE KEN RUN
* September 3, 1883 Tregueux, Brittany

+ September 10, 1957 Le Brule,
Reunion

He made his vows on October 2, 1905 at Chevilly, did his higher studies there,
and was ordained on October 28, 1910.
On November 10, 1911 he sailed for the Zanzibar vicariate, where Bp. Allgeyer
placed him in the Mangu station. He still served there in 1914, but his whereabouts
during World War One are not clear. We may presume that he was neither interned
nor mobilized and thus able to help staff missions in distress.
In 1920 we find him at St. Austin's, Simonisdale (Nairobi). In the mid-1920s he
served as director of the Mangu mission, until he assumed the same function at
Limuru when this mission was returned to the control of the Zanzibar vicariate in
1931.
After a leave of absence in 1934, he went to the island of Zanzibar to serve in its
parish. His last known station in Kenya was Kilungu in 1939. Information about
him during World War Two is lacking.
Going on leave to France in 1947, he was transferred to Reunion. He was 64
years old by then, but continued to render service in pastoral ministry on that island
for nearly a decade.
He died there after an illness of only a few hours.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Alphonse GEMBERLE 92 ALSACE D TZA F
* January 5, 1881 Sulzmatt

+ January 12, 1973 Kibungu

As one of a group of 43 he made his vowed commitment to the Congregation on
October 1, 1902 at Orly, studied theology at Chevilly and was ordained there on
October 28, 1906.
His first assignment sent him to Germany, where he taught at the junior
seminaries of Knechtsteden and Zabem till 1911.
On December 16, 1911 he embarked at Marseille for the trip to the Bagamoyo
vicariate. He became acquainted with Africa at the bishop's residence in
Bagamoyo and then in 1912 went to Mgeta. His health proved to be too precarious
to stand the strain and the following year he was sent on to Mandera. He was able
to stay there and even to assume the directorship of that station.
During World War One military operations in the area resulted in his evacuation
to the coast, but in 1917 he obtained authorization to go to Mgeta. Before the war,
Mgeta had been a flourishing mission with some 60 catechetical schools in the
area teaching 4,600 children. But after the passage of Boer troops and after being
left unattended by a priest for several months, he found that he had to deal with the
spiritual and material wreckage that was left, while also deprived of income. By
1920, however, he had 20 bush schools operating again and had also recovered
some of the "lost sheep." Thereafter, the work continued.
In the 1930s we find him successively in charge of the llonga, Bagamoyo and
Mgeta missions. Just before World War Two began, the whole vicariate was in full
bloom; the Mgeta mission alone counted over 8,000 Christians and some 1,300
persons under instruction.
After a short stay in France, where he functioned as director of the St. If an
establishment, he returned around 1948 to Tanganyika officially "in retirement" at
Mhonda. But he remained an active member of the mission's staff. His final years
were spent as a hospital chaplain in Kibungu, near Matombo.
In the six decades this priest, whose health was so weak when he arrived, served
in Africa lived long enough to see the mission vicariates become true dioceses in
1953, the independence of Tanganyika as an autonomous nation in 1962, and the
gradual take over of the young African churches by their own native clergy.
MOP 700; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Auguste SIMON 68 ALSACE TZA RUN F
* August 26, 1884 Niederhagenthal

+ October 28, 1952 M0lhouse

He did his classical studies at Knechtsteden, made his vows at Neuscheuern on
September 26, 1906, studied theology at Knechtsteden and was ordained there on
October 30, 1910.
On December 16, 1911 he could sail for the new Kilimanjaro vicariate, where Bp.
Munsch assigned him to Gare.
During World War One he was interned as an enemy alien by the Allied forces,
but, so it seems, was able to convince them that he was really a Frenchman and
therefore should be allowed to continue his ministry in the country.
After a leave of absence in 1923, he returned to Tanganyika, we find him there at
Kondoa-lrangi and then at Kilema, which still functioned as the bishop's residence.
In 1932 he was transferred to Reunion, where he spent nearly two decades in
pastoral ministry in various parishes of the island.
Returning to France, he died in his native Alsace.
MOP 528; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Florian (Wilhelm) NIEVELER 85 GERMANY D TZA TT KEN
+ August 8, 1966 Nairobi
* December 1, 1880 Duren, Rhineland
He had finished his military service and was a journeyman woodworker when in
1902 he entered Knechtsteden. He made his vows there on August 8, 1904 and
spent a few more years in Germany becoming an expert construction man while
helping in the building of the Congregation's houses in Broich, Neuscheuern
(Neufgrange) and Zabern (Saverne).
On May 29, 1912 he sailed for East Africa's vicariate of Bagamoyo. He became
the chief of a construction crew there that moved around from station to station as
their services were needed.
At the start of World War One, he was mobilized as a German soldier. Captured
around 1916, he spent the remaining war years in a prisoners' camp and then was
repatriated to Germany.
In May 1924 he sailed from Amsterdam with Brother Benno Caspar to Trinidad to
finish the construction of a new wing at St. Mary's College.
Two years later, he could return to East Africa and was placed in the Zanzibar
vicariate. He became a teacher in the vocational school of Kabaa, then ruled by Fr.
Michael Witte. He shared in the glory of that mission, which grew up into a center
of education and produced one cardinal, several bishops, numerous priests and
many outstanding laymen. Among these we may mention Tom Mboia. This labor
leader remained a grateful friend of him until he was treacherously murdered.
From 1954 on Brother Florian lived at St. Mary's College, Nairobi, still rendering
service as a wise old disciplinarian. He could celebrate the golden jubilee of his
arrival in East Africa in 1962 and two years later the diamond jubilee of his
religious profession. In his long life he had seen the tremendous development of
the Church in East Africa from some struggling mission stations to locally rooted
churches governed by their own native bishops, priests and a responsible people
of God.
MOP 628, SWWW 769, B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Polycarp (Matthias) DOHMEN 38 GERMANY TZA
* June 10, 1880 Mariadorf, near Aix-la-Chapelle
+ December 2, 1918 Kilomeni
A master mason by trade, he was thirty years old when his life was spared in an
accident and he resolved to use his remaining years in God's service. He made
his first vows on June 21, 1912 at Knechtsteden.
Assigned at once to Kilimanjaro, he worked in Kilema, Kibosho and Kilomeni,
putting up buildings and patiently teaching apprentices his trade.
Six years later, his end came suddenly. He had just buried his Superior, Fr.
Balthasar, when the terrible 1918 flu epidemic struck him and he died before
medical aid could each him. He left the memory of a tireless and very competent
worker, an exemplary religious who ardently loved the people entrusted to his care.
B.G. 29, 317 ff.; MOP 205
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Br. Benoit LUTZ
ALSACE SW TZA
* February 12, 1888 Strasbourg
He made his vows on September 8, 1907 at Chevilly and then was assigned to
the Fribourg community.
In 1912 we find him in the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, where he served as a gardener
and took care of the plantations at Lugoba, Matombo and the Kibakwe.
World War One led to his internment as a dangerous German and he was sent to
the prisoners camp of Ahmednagor in India. In 1917, however, he was released as
a French Alsatian. Together with Fr. Lemble he made his way to Calcutta via
Pondicherry, and from there the two sailed on a Chinese ship that was going to
Madagascar. In 1919 he returned to Tanganyika, but only to go back to France.
Shortly after his arrival there he appears to have withdrawn from the
Congregation.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Joseph (Josef) ZEYEN 82 GERMANY D GBN TZA
+ January 20, 1955 Knechtsteden
* April 11, 1872 Wettlingen, Saar
A farrier by trade, he also served as such for two years in the army and then
decided to join a missionary institute. But he found it difficult to find the right one.
Then, returning from a pilgrimage to Our Lady of Kevelaer, he passed by
Knechtsteden, liked what he saw and entered the Congregation in 1899.
Professed on November 1, 1901, he remained in Knechtsteden a few more years,
becoming proficient in various other trades.
Assigned to Africa in 1903, he worked in Gabon till 1912; then, after a home
leave, he was transferred to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro and sailed on September
11, 1912 to his destination.
Stationed at Gare and Tanga, he rendered valuable services in those missions
until World War One broke out. Mobilized by the German Army in 1914, he became
a prisoner of war in 1917 and was sent to the internment camp of Ahmednagor,
India. At the end of that war he was repatriated to the Saar.
As that German area had been taken over by France, he had no trouble to return
to Africa and was assigned again to Gabon. He worked there from 1920 to 1931 at
Libreville and at Lambarene, made famous by Dr. Albert Schweitzer. The two
became good friends and admired each other's work: the one as a physician and
the other as the teacher of agricultural and mechanical skills to the young Africans
in the mission's schools. When Brother became seriously ill, Dr. Schweitzer saved
his life and advised him to go to a better climate.
That is why in 1931 he returned to Tanganyika and .served there for 18 more
years. Roving from station to station as his many skills were needed, he earned the
respect and gratitude of many. We may mention also that he was interested in
Africa's medicinal plants and managed to penetrate into some of the secrets native
medicine men used to treat illnesses with success.
Having served in Africa for half a century, he retired to Knechtsteden in 1953 and
died there of heart failure.
MOP 545; B.G. passim
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Br. Abias (Joseph) JAEG 75 ALSACE TZA
* March 20, 1891 Alt-Than

+ March 26, 1966 Saveme

He had learned masonry and carpentry before he joined the Congregation in
Knechtsteden and continued to improve his skills in these trades. Professed on
June 21, 1911, he was ready to go out to the missions.
On September 11, 1912 he sailed, together with three other Spiritans, for East
Africa. We find him there at Sandawi and at Bahi. He had just built a small chapel
there when World War One broke out.
Mobilized locally as a German, he became a prisoner of war after the German
defeat in 1916 or 1917, but it is not clear whether or not he was expelled from the
country. He may have been able to explain to the satisfaction of local authorities
that he was really a French citizen.
At any rate, in 1920 he was in Morogoro; there and in Mhonda he repaired
buildings damaged by the war. From 1926 on he remained stationed in Morogoro.
This mission was rapidly developing into a center of education and also had a
trade school. For the next twenty-five years he continued to teach and work in that
school.
After forty-four years of service to Africa, he retired in the mid-1950s to the
Congregation's community of Saveme in his native Alsace.
MOP 625 (muddled); B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Camillus (Friedrich H.) ELLER 75 GERMANY D TZA ANG USA
+ October 1, 1959 Kibosho
• April 2, 1884 Altsi monswald, Baden
With his mother and stepfather he migrated to the USA in the 1890s and grew up
in San Jose, Texas. When in 1899 his stepfather became the business manager of
a company in Shantung, he accompanied him to China and learned bookkeeping.
Returning to Germany some five years later, he entered the Congregation as a
postulant Brother in Knechtsteden. Professed on June 21, 1906, he continued to
work there and in Broich in the bursar's office until 1912. He was also a talented
musician.
On September 11 of that year, he sailed for Bagamoyo as a teacher of music and
then in the Kilimanjaro vicariate at Mlingano until World War One.
Mobilized by the German Army for local service in 1914, he became a prisoner of
war two years later and was shipped to Ahmednagor, India, for the duration of the
war. In 1919 he was repatriated to Germany.
Three years later, he sailed back to Africa, to serve in Angola, where he was
welcomed in the Huila mission.
In April 1927 he could return to Tanganyika's Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. The
remaining thirty-two years of life were largely spent teaching in the Teachers
Training School of that vicariate.
During World War Two he escaped internment as he had become an American
citizen. Given the shortage of priests during that war period, he could take charge
of the Uru mission as a lay pastor. At the same time, he secured food by laying out
a vegetable garden and income by planting a coffee plantation.
In 1949 he went to the U.S.A. and was assigned to Cornwells. But he could not
forget his beloved Africa and soon returned to Uru. He celebrated the golden
anniversary of his profession in 1956 at Kibosho and died there three years later,
after spending more than forty years in the service of Africa.
MOP 579; SWWW 691
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Fr. Joseph SONNENSCHEIN 74 GERMANY TZA D
* September 26, 1884 Wuppertal, Rhineland + October 26, 1958 Dormagen, Rhld
The son of a well-known physician, he went in 1905 to Knechtsteden to finish his
gymnasium studies. He made his vows on September 24, 1906 at Neuscheuern
and was ordained on October 30, 1910 at Knechtsteden, where he had studied
theology. Intellectually and artistically gifted, he taught for one year at Broich and
then obtained his assignment to Africa.
On September 11, 1912, he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Bp. Vogt
stationed him first at Mgeta and then at Matombo. He proved himself to be both
theoretically and practically an excellent missionary, endowed also with great
energy, holding out great promise for future leadership.
World War One cut his career short. He was interned at Dar-es-Salaam as an
enemy alien in 1917 and repatriated two years later.
Back in Germany, he became the manager of the St. Raphael Emigration Society
in its Bertin office as well as the representative of the German Conference of Major
Religious Superiors. As such, he managed to obtain some compensation for
properties lost abroad by the war; he also argued for the readmission of German
missionaries in foreign lands. Portugal was the first country that allowed some to
enter its territories.
In 1924 he founded the Youth Organization of the Holy Spirit to provide a
vocational pool. Somehow it developed in 1927 into the first German Catholic
Development Aid Institute. With government and church support he built a special
school to train development workers. By 1934 he had already forty such workers in
the field in Angola, South and East Africa.
Then the Nazis insisted that these workers become also agents of their Party.
Instead of giving in, he closed the school and established new headquarters at
Himbu in Tanganyika's Uluguru mountains.
World War Two caused his second internment in Dar-es-Salaam. Transported
from there to South Africa, he managed to escape toward the end of the war and
fled to Mozambique. There the Archbishop helped him acquire Portuguese
citizenship.
In 1947 he travelled to Brazil-he had relatives there-and laid the groundwork
that enabled his German confreres to do missionary work in that country. It became
one of the starting points of the future Spiritan Province of Brazil.
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In 1952 he returned to Germany and tried to revive the development center he
had founded there in the 1920s. It did not work: people had other things to worry
about in that dismal post-war period.
Four years later, a fall down the stairs left him permanently crippled. Returning to
Knechtsteden, he died in a nearby hospital.
MOP 571
247

Fr. Leon CROMER 71 ALSACE TZA F
* February 7, 1887 Stotzheim

+ November 12, 1958 Saveme

He finished his classical studies at Gentinnes, Belgium, was professed on
October 6, 1907 in Chevilly, did his higher studies there and was also ordained in
the same place on October 17, 1911.
On September 11, 1912 he was one of the six Spiritans who embarked for East
Africa. Bp. Munsch, of the new Vicariate of Kilimanjaro, assigned him to Ufiomi for
his initiation period.
The upheavals of World War One drove him away to the coast, but he could
return to his vicariate when the fighting stopped and went to Kibosho. He became
its pastor. In the two decades he retained this position he had the happiness of
seeing the number of his Chagga parishioners grow from about 2,000 to nearly
6,000.
World War Two caught him on leave in Europe. He became superior of the
Langonnet community in Brittany. In 1946 he was appointed first assistant to the
provincial superior of France and moved to Paris. The following year he became
himself provincial superior. As such, he presided over the post-war reorganization
of that province.
When his term of office expired in 1953, he retired to Alsace but remained active
in all kinds of pastoral ministry. Death came to him unexpectedly while he was in
Saverne.
MOP 572; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Georges BIEHLER ALSACE TZA
* December 21, 1886 Schlestadt
He made his vows at Chevilly on October 6, 1907, studied theology there and
was ordained on September 10, 1912.
Together with five other Spiritans, he sailed on September 11, 1912 for East
Africa. Bp. Vogt placed him at the Vidunda station.
World War One does not appear to have affected him personally through
internment or mobilization. In the reshuffling of personnel that took place when
others were called up for military service or suffered internment, he was sent to
Mandera as the sole priest available for that post.
Although that station was not turned into a battlefield, his ministry was seriously
hampered by the fact that many Christians were pressed into service as porters.
Even his catechists did not escape that fate. And substitutes were hard to find.
Inevitably the mission went down hill. Most catechists became unreliable and
neglected their task. Then a new Islamic sect made inroads among the people in
the area and some of his Christians joined it. Prolonged drought ruined the
mission's plantations and 90% of its cattle was killed by a disease. He longed for a
successor.
In 1925 he went back to France and was then transferred to Haiti. As his name
disappears from the records, we may conclude that he left the Congregation soon
after his transfer.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Celestin MARIEDASSE 78 INDIA KEN MDG
*
1888 Pondicheny
+ December 11, 1965 Chevilly
His unusual name Mariedasse is a Tamil word meaning servant of Mary. He
joined the Congregation as a junior scholastic in Gentinnes, Belgium, on March 19,
1907 and was sent to Zanzibar in 1912 after his profession to do his theology there.
The reason most likely was that the European climate was judged to be too harsh
for him, as it had been for several other candidates from the tropics. Besides, his
Indian confrere, Fr. Luciano de Sa had gone to Zanzibar only a few years before
him to do the same.
It soon, however, became evident that studying theology on his own was not
satisfactory or that Mombasa, where he was placed, did not supply the necessary
guidance for that purpose. At any rate, by the end of the year we find him in Diego
Suarez, Madagascar.
He prefected there and studied in his spare time, or vice versa. This was not
altogether unheard of at that time, as one can see from the example of Fr. Leonard
Graf in Trinidad, who spent only a few months in a regular seminary before his
ordination while teaching for years as a prefect and reading theology in private.
On February 2, 1914, Fr. Mariedasse was ordained a priest at Diego-Suarez and
appointed to the mission in Majunga. He served there later in Ambato for many
years. Sometime during World War Two or soon after he was transferred to
Reunion, where various parishes benefitted from his ministry till the 1960s.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Antoine VOGEL 41 ALSACE D TZA KEN
* December 27, 1879 Behlenheim

* August 30, 1921 Nairobi

Desirous to become a missionary he finished his classical studies at Cellule in
1898 and could make his profession on October 1, 1899 at Orly. Sent to Rome for
higher studies, he earned a doctorate in theology and was ordained on July 10,
1905 at San Valentino (then a summer home for Spiritan students in Italy).
From 1906 to 1912 he taught theology at Knechtsteden. Then he received his
appointment to German East Africa. He arrived there in the fall of 1912 and was
assigned to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Its bishop made him educational secretary
for his vicariate.
The outbreak of World War One left him untouched until in 1917 the British
interned him in Dar-es-Salaam as an enemy alien. Being an Alsatian, however, he
was allowed to leave Tanganyika for Kenya.
There he became pastor of
Mombasa, a parish which at that time covered the area from Malindi to Lamu along
the coast and extended some 200 miles inland. He labored very hard there trying
to establish a network of schools over the area. While giving a retreat to Sisters in
Nairobi, he died suddenly, despite repeated assurances of the doctors that he was
not seriously ill.
B.G. 30, 360 ff.; MOP 220
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Br. Emery (Mathias) KURTZ 77 ALSACE F KEN
* December 13, 1862 Dauendorf

+ May 27, 1940 Langonnet

A gardener by trade, he made his vows on September 8, 1886 at Chevilly. He
worked there, at Seyssinet and at Cellule until in 1896 he spent a few months in
Knechtsteden to lay out the agricultural area of that newly opened community.
Then he spent several years at the new novitiate in Neuscheuern (Neufgrange).
On October 30, 1912 he could sail for the Vicariate of Zanzibar, where he was put
to work at Mangu, Kenya. World War One does not appear to have resulted in his
internment as a dangerous enemy alien. And after it, in February 1920, he went to
the mission of Lioki, where little progress had been made since its opening in
1913. Despite his age--he was 55 at that time-he was still full of vigor and set to
work helping to provide the mission with the material resources needed for its
apostolate.
Eleven years later, in 1931 he returned to Europe and as he was 69 by then, he
was sent to the Congregation's retirement community in Langonnet. He died there
nine years later.
MOP 351 (muddled); B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Paphnutius Victorien (Joseph) HEINTZ
* October 15, 1890 Schleithal

ALSACE D TZA F

A blacksmith by trade, he made his vows at Knechtsteden on June 21, 191 O and
continued his diversified technical training for a few more years.
On February 11, 1913, together with four other Spiritan Brothers, he sailed for the
Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. One month later, Bp. Munsch placed him at Kondoalrangi, in charge of all material works.
World War One mobilized him as a member of the German defense troops in East
Africa. Captured in 1916 or 1917, he was sent to an internment camp in Egypt until
at war's end he could be repatriated.
Opting for French nationality, he changed his religious name to Victorien while in
the Mother House, Paris.
As a French citizen, he could return to Kilimanjaro in 1920 and was stationed
again in Kondoa-lrangi and later at Umbugwe, in charge of construction work and
repair of war-damaged buildings.
In 1929 or 1930 he became a staff member of St. Patrick's Teacher Training
School in Uru, later transferred to Kibosho. (These teachers doubled also as
catechists.)
In mid-1931 he went on leave to France and was assigned to the junior seminary
of Saverne. Soon after this he appears to have left the Congregation.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Imbert (Alois) HERTER 69 ALSACE TZA
* July 1, 1890 Boersch

+ June 13, 1960 Moshi

He joined the Congregation at Knechtsteden in 1909 and made his vows there
on December 8, 1911. Spending two more years in the old abbey, he became
proficient in several trades.
On February 11, 1913 he sailed to the Kilimanjaro vicariate. Bp. Munsch
assigned him to Kilomeni to assist Br. Benno Caspar with the construction of a new
church in that mission. It was to measure 40 by 13 meters (133 by 43 feet) and to
be built of stones. His special task right then was to take charge of the nearby
quarry where the stones had to be cut and polished.
World War One stopped the work when both Brothers were mobilized to serve in
the local German troops. He was captured in 1916 and sent to the prisoners-of-war
camp in Ahmednagor, India. At the war's end he was deported to Europe.
As a French Alsatian, however, he could return again to Tanganyika in 1920. For
forty more years he served in various missions, mostly taking care of coffee
plantations and other forms of agriculture, in Tanga, Arusha, Moshi and Narumu.
MOP 585; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Modestus (Jean) ZIMMERMAN 78 ALSACE D TZA IT SW F
+ May 4, 1968 Langonnet
* January 31, 1890 Ernolsheim
Like his brother Dismas (Michael) before him, he joined the Congregation at
Knechtsteden in 1908 and made his profession on June 21, 1910. He was a cook
by trade, but, like some other cooks, must have learned other skills in the three
years he continued to be attached to that community.
On February 11, 1913 he sailed together with four other Spiritan Brothers to East
Africa. Bp. Vogt of the Bagamoyo vicariate placed him at llonga.
Then World War One broke out and he was mobilized by the local German army.
Captured in 1916 or 1917, he was sent to an internment camp in Egypt or India (the
information about the place is contradictory). Released in 1919, he went to France
and was stationed in Alsace.
In 1923 he became the chief cook of the Pontifical French Seminary in Rome.
Given the large number of students and the numerous important visitors from
abroad coming to that house, it was a very responsible position. He lasted some
ten years there.
Transferred to Switzerland, he fulfilled the same function on a much more modest
scale at the Congregation's international scholasticate of Fribourg and then at its
junior seminary of Le Bouveret. He was still there in the early 1960s when he
could celebrate the golden anniversary of his commitment to the Congregation.
Soon after that he entered the Congregation's retirement home in Langonnet.
MOP 648; B.G. and E.P. passim

227
255

I

Br. Claver FERNANDES 93 INDIA KEN TZA
* March 27, 1880 at Adyuna (d. of Goa)

+ March 4, 197 4 Nairobi

At the age of twenty-five he made his profession in the novitiate of Cintra,
Portugal, on September 6, 1905. His first appointment took him to the provincial
house of Lisbon. In 1909 we find him in the flourishing Holy Spirit College, of
Braga as sacristan. The 1910 revolution in Portugal confiscated the possessions of
the Congregation and exiled their personnel from the country. What happened to
him from his exile to the end of 1912 appears unrecorded, but in January 1913 we
find him in Mombasa, Kenya.
It was the start of a very long and fruitful life as a missionary Brother. Unlike most
of his Indian compatriots in the Congregation, he was destined for a long life, sixtytwo years of which he spent in East Africa. He busied himself with nursing the sickand there were many in those early days-the sacristy, and whatever he was asked
to do. And that included also helping to build the new church that the Brothers
Kilian and Gustave were constructing in Mombasa.
We find him also listed as stationed in Giriama, Nairobi's St. Augustine's, on the
island of Zanzibar, in Sura, Eastleigh (a suburb of Nairobi), Kiambu and Lioki.
Our records do not indicate where he was from 1939 to 1946 save to say that he
went on home leave in 1939.
We also lack the customary short biography published on the occasion of a
confrere's death.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Hildegrimm HAL TERMANN GERMANY TZA
* November 11, 1882 Heisinge, Rhineland
He made his first vows on June 21, 1912 at Knechtsteden.
On February 11, 1913 he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Sp. Vogt kept him
in the Bagamoyo community, which at that time counted five other Fathers and
Brothers.
Since all Brothers who were German nationals had to join the local defense
forces when World War One broke out, he must have done so also. He disappears
from the records after 1914; so we may conclude that he withdrew from the
Congregation at the expiration of his vows.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Thaddaus (Leo) KASCHEL 35 GERMANY D TZA
* June 12, 1879 Zeuemig, Salesia

+ April 8, 1915 Morogoro

Wandering around Germany as a carpenter, he paid a visit to Knechtsteden in
1899 and liked what he saw so much that he joined the Congregation. He made
his vows there on June 21, 1901. His first assignment kept him in Knechtsteden;
he became versatile in many things. Here is one example. Together with Br. Otto
Schiestel, he built two electric automobiles, which proved to be very useful for the
many trips from the isolated abbey to neighboring towns.
In 1913 we find him in Bagamoyo, teaching his trade to apprentices. When World
War One broke out, he was mobilized locally by the German army. He died of
"fevers" in its field hospital in Morogoro.
B.G. 27, 177, 358; MOP 142
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Fr. Philipp FRANK 81 GERMANY D TZA SA
* December 19, 1872 Sickingen, Odenwald

+ December 29, 1953
Knechtsteden

He would have liked to become a priest, but it seemed beyond the realm of
possibilities; so he half-heartedly learned to be a cartwright. Then a priest of the
Society of the Divine Word, of Steyl in Holland, taught him Latin and held out
hopes that he could realize his desired goal there. Unfortunately, German military
authorities refused him permission to leave the country for Steyl, just across the
border. The same priest then recommended him to Fr. Acker, who had just opened
the new Spiritan house of Knechtsteden. He did his studies there from 1895 on.
Professed on September 23, 1905 at Neuscheuern (Neufgrange), he was ordained
on May 12, 1908.
His first assignment kept him in Germany as procurator and bursar at
Knechtsteden. There he showed that he was exactly the right man for this
thankless but nonetheless absolutely necessary function. He was destined to
retain it wherever he went.
On May 27, 1913 he could sail for the Kilimanjaro vicariate as its procurator. His
assigned location was Tanga. World War One led to his internment as an enemy
alien in 1917 and he was sent to Ahmednagor, India, as a prisoner of war.
Repatriated to Germany in 1919, he resumed his old function at Knechtsteden
until in 1924 he could go to South Africa's new Spiritan mission of Kroonstad. As
procurator, of course.
In 1928 he accepted the invitation to return to Kilimanjaro as its procurator. He
functioned there for twenty years, managing the vicariate's finances faithfully and
prudently.
Suffering from diabetes, he went back to Germany in 1948 at the age of 75. He
died there five years later.
MOP 538
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Fr. Stanislaus TESSIER 59 FRANCE KEN TZA
* January 10, 1887 Montbert (d. of Nantes)

+ September 24, 1946 Gare

He made his vows on October 1, 1906 at Chevilly, did his theology and was also
ordained there on October 28, 1912.
On August 21, 1913 he sailed for the Vicariate of Zanzibar and was assigned to
the Sura station. He had just about become used to Africa when World War One
broke out and he was mobilized by the French army. His departure and that of four
other Fathers, as well as the internment of two other priests and two Brothers, left
the vicariate in dire straits. Four of its missions had to be left unattended, including
that of Sura.
At war's end he could return to Sura, but was soon shifted to Mombasa. By 1920
we find him in the Kilimanjaro vicariate, which was even harder pressed to recover
from the war. He was stationed at Kilema. The 1920s were the period of enormous
development of educational facilities in Tanganyika. He oversaw them in the
Kilema area, which had over 2,700 children in its schools, and built a central
school with a dozen large classrooms.
In 1930 we find him at Kondoa-lrangi where he became also the head of that
mission. He did so well that by 1933 he was called back to Kilema as its director.
He devoted all his considerable energy and zeal to the development of that
mission, which was still the headquarters of the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro.
During World War Two he was transferred to Gare. One day he went out alone
hunting for some food. When he did not return later in the day, searchers went out
to look for him. They found him dying, crushed by a falling tree. He left behind the
reputation of being a very saintly priest.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Joseph CONRAD 81 ALSACE TZA GLP
15, 1888 Hartsmanweiler

*August

+ July 16, 1970 Wolxheim

He did his classical studies at Zabem and Knechtsteden before being professed
at Neuscheuern on September 20, 1909. During his theological studies at
Knechtsteden, he was ordained there on October 1, 1912.
On September 11, 1913 he sailed to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. Bp. Munsch
assigned him to the former Trappist station of Gare, where retired Bp. Allgeyer was
also residing. World War One does not appear to have resulted in internment or
exile for him, and at the end of that war we find him in Kilomeni. That station had
just lost its two Spiritan occupants to the terrible flu epidemic of 1918. Lack of
personnel soon made it necessary to leave Kilomeni temporarily without a resident
priest, and he was transferred to Kilema.
After a leave in France, he received a new assignment and went to Guadeloupe.
He served there for twenty-seven years as hospital chaplain and in the very large
parish of Le Gosier.
In 1952 he entered the Alsatian retirement home of the Congregation in
Wolxheim. He continued to make himself useful in ministry as long as possible.
He could celebrate there the golden anniversary of his ordination in 1962 and
commemorate the diamond jubilee of his profession in 1969.
MOP 672; 8.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Jean-Baptiste LIBOLT 37 ALSACE D TZA
* March 30, 1878 Hartmannsweiler

+ November 27,

1915 Morogoro

He made his profession on October 1, 1899 at Orly and did his theology at
Chevilly, where he was ordained October 28, 1904.
He taught at Knechtsteden and from 1911 to 1913 he was the director of the
junior scholasticate at Saveme.
In the fall of 1913 his wish to go to Africa was granted and he could sail to
Tanganyika. After a brief stay in Bagamoyo, he went to Morogoro. He died there of
black water fever.
MOP 151
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Bp. John Gerard NEVILLE 84 IRELAND IRL TT KEN
* October 29, 1858 Dublin
+ February 27, 1943 Blackrock
After graduating from Blackrock in 1878, he prefected there for three years.
Going to Chevilly for his senior studies, where he was ordained on November 1,
1885. On August 29, 1886 he was one of the thirty-one novices who pronounced
their vows.
Until 1903 he worked at Blackrock as director of the juniorate and then as bursar.
In that year he went to Trinidad as principal of St. Mary's College in Port of Spain
and governed this school well and wisely.
In 1909 he was elected to serve in the Congregation's General Council and thus
went to reside in Paris, taking charge of the English language desk. On October
28, 1913 he was ordained a bishop to head the Vicariate of Zanzibar.
What remained of the vicariate after German East Africa had been separated from
it was at that time still more or less in its infancy with less than 5,000 Catholics. And
within a year, instead of being able to expand its activity, he suffered the loss of
seven priests and two Brothers who were mobilized or interned as enemy aliens
because of World War One. Thus he had no alternative but to close four of its
eleven stations.
Recovery began in 1920 when his staff slowly began to increase. By 1932 when
at the age of 72 he resigned and was succeeded by Bp. John Heffernan, the
vicariate had grown to over 21,000 Catholics and some 5,000 others under
instruction. Many Kikuyu were ready to accept the faith.
Retiring to Blackrock, Bp. Neville continued to exercise his episcopal functions to
administer the sacraments of confirmation and of holy orders. He also wrote many
articles about mission work in Africa.
IBN February 27; SWWW 498; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Michel GRONENWALD 85 ALSACE ANG PTG TAZ F SW
+ April 22, 1955 Fribourg SW
• December 26, 1869 Kruth
He was already a priest when he made his vows at Chevilly on August 15, 1893.
A few months later, he sailed for the Portuguese Congo enclave. He ministered
there in Cabinda and Kanamboa till 1899.
The following year he was assigned to Portugal. He taught there in Holy Spirit
College, Braga and other locations till 1910. In that year an anti-religious
revolution wrecked the Spiritan Province in Portugal and exiled him and all others.
The following year he was appointed the new Vicariate of Kilimanjaro and he
sailed on February 10, 1911. We find him there first at Tanga, then at Useri and
finally at Mashati.
In October, 1914 he and all other Spiritans were forcibly removed from his
mission by the German military command because it was alleged that signals had
been sent to the Allies from nearby mountains. A military escort conducted them to
Gare. In 1916 he could return to Mashati. Four years later we find him at the
Tanga station.
In 1923 when he was 54 years old, he went on leave in France and was retained
there to serve in the mission procurator's office in Paris. The following year he
went to its annex in Fribourg. The twenty two remaining years of his life he
continued to serve there faithfully, except for a few years when he was attached to
the Montana sanatorium. He never retired, but continued to serve till the very end.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Gustave WALTER 84 ALSACE KEN TZA
* February 8, 1883 Eckartswiller

+ November 2, 1967 Mombasa

He made his vows on March 19, 1901 at Chevilly, where he also became
proficient in the building trades.
On December 12, 1902 he sailed from Marseille to the Vicariate of North
Zanguebar. Bp. Allgeyer placed him at Mombasa. He was destined to make his
most important contribution to the vicariate there, for apart from two short
interruptions he would remain there for half a century.
Mombasa, with its harbor and railroad connection to Nairobi and beyond, was
growing in leaps and bounds; people flocked to it from all over the world and
among these there were numerous Catholics; in addition, the local population also
had to be taken care of. Thus its little church was in bad need of replacement by a
large structure. Br. Gustave drew up the necessary plan in 1914; the bishop found
it excellent and the people pledged the necessary funds.
Despite the outbreak of World War One, he and the Brothers Kilian Rettig and
Claver Fernandes laid the foundations in 1916 and began its construction. The
church was finished six years later. It had become an imposing edifice in
Romanesque style, adorned by two large towers that were visible from far out at
sea. Bp. Neville was happy to bless it in February 1923, and the parishioners saw
that their gifts had been well spent.
In 1910 he had spent a short time in Nairobi at St. Peter Claver's Church,
probably for construction work in that growing Kikuyu parish; in the mid-1930s also
he was away from Mombasa for a while at St. Austin's, Nairobi.
After World War Two, when he was in his sixties, he was assigned to the islands
of Zanzibar and Pemba, which at that time belonged to the Kenya colony and to the
Zanzibar vicariate. He spent his declining years there, first in Zanzibar and then in
Pemba, where there were then a few thousand expatriate African, European,
Indian and other nations amid a solidly Islamic native population.
He proved so vigorous that he lasted another 20 years there, yet he died in his
place of predelection, Mombasa. He had spent himself for 65 years in the service
of Africa.
B.G. and E. P. passim
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Fr. Paul BERNERT 83 ALSACE TZA MTQ F
* August 19, 1877 Angolsheim

+ March 28, 1961 Wolxheim

Together with over 100 others, he pronounced his vows at Chevilly on January 2,
1898. He did his senior studies there and was ordained on October 28, 1903 in the
community chapel.
On August 10, 1904 he sailed for the Vicariate of North
Zanguebar. We find him stationed there successively in German East Africa at
Morogoro, Mandera and llonga.
In 1911 he became the founder of the new mission at Kibakwe, a place situated
in the Usagara mountains at an altitude of about 3,600 feet. He was well received
by its chief Sadaka, who gave him a piece of land and promised to send his
children for religious instruction. While Br. Jakob Huthmacher put up temporary
shelters consisting of a few huts, he went on safaris for three months over
mountains and vales, visiting local chieftains. He was in a hurry to occupy the area
by establishing catechetical posts before Anglicans would take it. With the 80
Christians he had brought with him from llonga he managed to create 35 of these
posts and by 1913 he had some 2,000 children under instruction.
Then came World War One to upset the work. Though he was forced to leave the
area, he managed to return two months later, but would be all alone there. It
became impossible to keep up his regular visits to the catechists, but nonetheless
he was able to maintain 25 catechists. When the war ended, there still was no
hope of obtaining the aid and companionship of a confrere. Eight years later, the
situation had not changed, he was still all alone and still living in the mud hut built
in 1911. He remained, however, optimistic that his work would bear fruit later, for
the younger generation showed esteem for the mission: some day someone would
reap rejoicing what he was sowing in tears.
In 1928 when he had been alone for sixteen years he could report that a small
core of about 350 Christians and 500 catechumens had been established. In the
following year Fr. Aloyse Gaschy came to relieve him. The hope that the harvest
was near, however, was not realized. A few years later, Kibakwe was reduced to a
substation, served from llonga. We have related his story in some detail to show
an example of the heroic efforts some missionaries made despite all adversities,
never losing hope of success, even if they would not live to see it.
Going on leave in 1929, he was transferred to Martinique. He did parish ministry
there, notably at Macomba. At the end of World War Two we find him in retirement
there at La Tracee.
From 1949 on he lived in the retirement homes of the
Congregation at Langonnet and Wolxheim.
B.G. and E. P. passim
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SECTION TWO: THE PERIOD FROM 1914 TO 1959
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MAIN EVENTS OF POLITICAL IMPORTANCE
1914-18

World War One. German East Africa conquered by Allied troops.

1920

Tanganyika becomes a British mandate under the League of Nations.

1939-45

World War Two

1945

Tanganyika becomes a United Nations trust territory

1952 ff.

Mau Mau movement and terrorism in Kenya against the occupation of
the Kikuyu traditional homelands by white settlers. Some 80,000
Kikuyu are detained in prisoners camps.
SOME EVENTS IN CATHOLIC CHURCH

l .

1914-18

The war cuts off supplies and personnel from abroad; many Spiritan
Fathers and Brothers are mobilized by France or Germany; German
Spiritans end up in prisoners' camp in India or Egypt; some Allied
troops wreck missions. Only four new men arrive to help.

1919-23

German missionaries are not allowed back into Tanganyika. The
Congregation sends 26 new missionaries to East Africa.

1920s

With the aid of the British colonial government the missions greatly
expand their schools.

1927

First two African priests of Kenya are ordained.

1934

The vicariates of Kilimanjaro and of Bagamoyo are entrusted to the
American and Dutch provinces of the Congregation, while the
Province of Ireland mans the Vicariate of Zanzibar.

1935

The Prefecture of Dodoma, entrusted to the Passionists, is created
from the vicariates of Bagamoyo and Kilimanjaro and from the
territory of the Prefecture of lranga.

1936

The Legion of Mary begins its great apostolate in East Africa and
becomes a crucial factor in the expansion of the Church

1939

Fr. Alfonse Mtana, the first African priest of the Spiritan vicariates in
East Africa, is ordained on April 1.
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On the eve of World War Two the statistics for the three Spiritan
vicariates show the following:
Total
fathers Brothers Sisters Teachers Catholics* Population
Zanzibar
41
10
74
250
37,000
1 million
Kilimanjaro 42
11
87
241
650,000
46,000
Bagamoyo
44
21
36
390
200,000
50,000
*catechumens included
The total population figures included 500,000 Mohammedans in the Zanzibar
vicariate, but about one half of them lived on the Islamic island of Zanzibar; 75,000
Mohammedans in the Bagamoyo vicariate; no figure for Mohammedans was given
in Kilimanjaro, where Islam had relatively few adherents.
1940-46

World War Two cut off most of the inflow of missionaries from abroad,
but the British colonial government did not hinder those who were
there. However, in Kenya, after Mussolini sided with Hitler, Italian
nationals were interned because of a potential threat of invasion from
Italian forces in Ethiopia. The Spiritan vicariates helped staff the
"Italian" missions during the war.

1943

The Prefecture of Mbulu, created from territories belonging to the
vicariates of Kilimanjaro, Tabora and the prefecture of Dodoma, is
entrusted to the Pallotine Fathers.

1946 ff.

The inflow of missionaries from abroad resumes.

1950

The Prefecture of Tanga is divided off from the Vicariate of
Kilimanjaro.

1952-56

The detention camps of Kikuyu become centers in which Catholic
religious practices flourish and many detainees encounter the living
Catholic faith. A chaplain testified that 600 of the 1,000 executed men
died as Catholics with a prayer on their lips.

1953

The Holy See replaces the vicariates by regular dioceses: Zanzibar
becomes the Archdiocese of Nairobi; Bagamoyo, the Diocese of
Morogoro, and Kilimanjaro, the Diocese of Moshi.

1956

The Diocese of Mombasa is divided off from the Archdiocese of
Nairobi.

1959

The Diocese of Moshi reports a total of 29 African priests; two of these
later become bishops.
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Fr. Charles HARNIST 89 ALSACE TZA KEN F MTQ
* October 17, 1883 lllfurt
+ September 26, 1973 Langonnet
After his classical studies at Langonnet and Gentinnes, Belgium, he was
professed at Neuscheuern on March 19, 1909.
He studied theology at
Knechtsteden and was ordained there on March 15, 1913.
On April 26, 1914 he sailed for East Africa and was stationed in Bagamoyo. A
few months later World War One broke out and he was mobilized locally by the
German troops. Captured by Allied units in 1917, he was sent to the internment
camp at Maadhi in Egypt.
After his release in 1919, he opted for French nationality and could return to East
Africa in March 1920. He served at Nairobi for two years.
From 1923 on he taught in various schools in France until in 1938 he went to
Martinique for pastoral ministry.
After World War Two we find him again in France at Cellule and other places until
his retirement in Langonnet.
MOP 711

242
267

Bp. Henry A GOGARTY 47 IRELAND KEN TZA
September 9, 1884 Cavan
+ December 8, 1931 Montana, Switzerland
A student at Rockwell since 1897, he entered its junior seminary in 1900. After
prefecting for two years at Rockwell, he made his vows on October 3, 1909 at
Chevilly, did his senior studies there and was ordained a priest on October 28,
1913. As he desired, he was appointed to East Africa.
The outbreak of World War One, however, delayed his departure for the Zanzibar
vicariate till May 2, 1915. Bp Neville placed him in Nairobi, where five hospitals
were filled with ailing, wounded or dying soldiers and civilians.
The British government promptly gave him a captain's rank and made him a
military chaplain. As such, he could freely circulate in both Kenya and the
conquered parts of German East Africa. He came to admire the Kikuyu very much
for their martial bearing, their will to work and their uprightness, and he spent much
time with them. His devotion to the wounded soldiers became legendary among
them.
In 1918 he contracted smallpox. He was repatriated in March 1919 via South
Africa. Six months later, he could return to Kenya and took charge of the Mombasa
mission. Then, in 1922 he became the Apostolic Administrator of the Kilimanjaro
vicariate, whose Alsatian bishop had been expelled from the country at the end of
the war.
Times had changed. The new administrator rode all the way from Mombasa to
Kilema on a motor cycle instead of coming by caravan. Trucks were rapidly
replacing porters throughout the country and automobiles were increasingly
becoming more common. Now a safari that used to take a week on foot could be
made in a few hours. That motor cycle was a sign that the missions, too, should
acquire motorized transportation. And they did.
He set to work with a will and made the others also work "at top speed" to rebuild
whatever had not yet been repaired and to expand operations. He was in a hurry,
for he knew that he had tuberculosis.
In 1924 the Holy See named him Vicar Apostolic of Kilimanjaro, and he went
home to Irel and to be ordained a bishop at Cobh on June 8 of that year. Then he
went on a fund-raising tour in Ireland and England to replenish the depleted purse
of the vicariate. Crossing over to Holland, he secured the return of the Precious
Blood Sisters to East Africa. These valiant nuns had been expelled as enemy
aliens during the war, but they were greatly admired as "the best Sisters I have
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ever met in the missions," to use the words of Fr. Jules Remy, who as official visitor
had travelled all over the Spiritan world.
Going on to Switzerland, he spent a few months in the Montana sanatorium of the
Congregation to take care of his tuberculosis and then went to the U.S.A. for more
fund-raising. Six more months at Montana followed, but in 1926 he could return to
Kilimanjaro.
Meanwhile the St. James intervicarial seminary and the St. Patrick's Teacher
Training School he had ordered had been built below Kilema and at Singa Chini,
respectively. He became the driving force in the great expansion of the school
system in his territory.
By 1930 there were about 340 teachers serving in the vicariate's school, who
also doubled as catechists. By then there were 30,000 Catholics in his domain and
the stage was set for the great influx of many more in the near future. It pained him
to be so short of priests and unable to get more. They were to come soon, for
American and Dutch Spiritans were poised to come, but he did not live to see their
arrival in large numbers.
In October 1931 his exceedingly frail health forced him to return to Montana. He
died there a few weeks after his arrival, leaving the memory of a saintly life wholly
dedicated to the service of his beloved Africans.
B.G. 35, 638 ff.; IBN December 8
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Fr. Laurentius UMANS 81 NETHERLANDS TZA F NL
* January 10, 1890 The Hague
+ June 9, 1971 The Hague
He entered the Congregation's junior seminary of Weert in 1905, the year after its
founding, made his vows at Chevilly on October 20, 1912, and began his senior
studies there. Because of war-time conditions, he finished them in the safety of
Langonnet, where he was ordained on October 28, 1915.
Appointed to the Vicariate of Zanzibar, he sailed, together with Fr. John Foley of
Ireland, on December 23, 1917 to his destination. Bp. Neville placed him in Sura,
where at that time there were about 1,000 parishioners and some 120 children in
the mission's schools.
Shortage of personnel in the post-war years left him there alone as a priest too
long, but he worked zealously, so that by 1930 there were some 2,300 Christians
and catechumens.
Going on leave after 13 years, he spent one year in the novitiate at Gennep and
then three years in the Mother House at Paris, working in its mission procure. From
1934 on he continued to be associated with the Congregation and render service
in the senior seminary of Gernert, the Brothers professional training school of
Baarle Nassau and the provincialate of Rhenen.
He was a congenial priest, who retained a lively interest in the affairs of his one
and only mission station of Sura till the end of his life. Life did not treat him kindly,
and the changes in society, the Church, and the Congregation that began in the
1960s added to his woes. Yet, he never lost his sense of humor nor his will to
serve with meticulous accuracy. His scrupulous faithfulness in little things
constituted the pattern of his life.
He died in his sleep at the home of his 87 year old sister and was buried with full
honors in the monumental vault of Kerkhof, where since 1830 leading clergymen of
The Hague had been laid to rest.
Spinet 102
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Fr. John S. FOLEY 49 IRELAND IRL GB KEN
* September 8, 1878 Dunkerrn, Co Offaly

+ September 25, 1927 Dublin

The son of a government official, he entered the Congregation's junior seminary
at Blackrock, prefected there and at Rathmines after graduation for six years and
made his vows at Prior Park, England on September 30, 1906. For his senior
studies he went to Chevilly, where he was also ordained on October 28, 1910.
During his formative years he had proved that he was intelligent, endowed with a
good sense of humor and a conciliatory spirit; he also had a very religious outlook
on life. On the negative side he had a bad temper which, however, he gradually
managed to keep in check.
Sent to England to teach at the junior seminary of Castlehead, Lanes, he
remained there for six years. Then in 1917 he volunteered to go to the aid of the
Spiritan missions in East Africa, which were suffering from a dire lack of personnel
because of the war.
On December 23, 1917 he could sail for Mombasa. Sp. Neville placed him at
Holy Family Church in Nairobi. A few years later, he became its pastor.
With all his energy he devoted himself to the people of that parish for six years,
"never stopped by any difficulty or put out by the sacrifice involved" when his
ministry or charity demanded a service.
His health broken, he had to return to Ireland in 1924. Placed in the Blackrock
community, he continued to render what little service he could still perform without
ever complaining.
He died three years later of diabetes at St. Vincent Hospital.
8.G. 33,454; IBN September 25
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Fr. Franz J. HUBSCH 85 ALSACE F TZA
* April 11, 1885 Riedselz

+ August 21, 1971 Moshi

He finished his classical studies at Knechtsteden in 1908, was professed on
September 23, 1909 in Neuscheuem and ordained in Knechtsteden on September
28, 1913. His first assignment kept him in Germany as a teacher in the
Congregation's junior seminary in Alsace.
In late 1919 he was appointed to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro, but it may have
been 1920 before he arrived there. Placed at Gare, he served there as an
assistant, but soon became director and pastor of that station. Except for a brief
stay at Uru in the same function around 1935, he remained there till 1947.
However, during World War Two he had gone to the Peramiho area to replace
German Benedictines who had been banned from that area. There were about 600
Christians in Gare when he got there, but when he left it 27 years later there were
over 2,000 parishioners.
After a leave of absence we find him, at the age of 67, at St. James Seminary in
Moshi. His waning years were spent as chaplain to the Precious Blood Sisters'
Girls Middle School at Kiraeni, near Mashati.
Having spent half a century in East Africa, he had seen the Vicariate of
Kilimanjaro develop into the Diocese of Moshi in 1953; it had given birth to seven
other dioceses, yet the apostolic work had been so blessed that it still retained
some 230,000 Catholics.
MOP 682; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Joseph ZUBER 85 ALSACE D TZA F
* January 17, 1889 Peterholz
+ November 18, 1974 Wolxheim, Alsace
After finishing his classical studies at Knechtsteden in 1911, he made his vows on
September 19, 1912 at Neuscheuern, did his theology at Knechtsteden and was
also ordained there on July 9, 1916. Until World War One came to a halt, he did
ministry in the Rhineland. In 1919 he opted for France and could obtain a French
passport.
In late 1919 or early 1920 he sailed for Tanganyika to render assistance to the
beleaguered confreres in what used to be German East Africa. On arriving in
British Zanzibar, he learned to his dismay that he lacked the special permit needed
to enter Tanganyika, then in the process of becoming a League of Nations'
mandate. It took eight months before that permit was given. Meanwhile he stayed
as a guest of the Spiritan community on the island of Zanzibar.
Bp. Wilson kept him in Bagamoyo for some time, but by 1926 we find him alone
stationed at Maskati. He brought this mission to a very flourishing condition. When
he left it just before World War Two, he had nearly 3,000 parishioners and, of
course, also a few assistants.
After that war we find him in Alsace, still engaged for many years in pastoral
ministry until he entered the retirement home at Wolxheim.
MOP 720; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Charles BAL THASAR 57 ALSACE D TZA F
* March 18, 1885 Thannweiler

+ June 6, 1942 Uru

He made his vows on September 22, 1909 at Neuscheuern, did his senior
studies at Knechtsteden and was ordained there by Bp. Allgeyer on September 29,
1913. World War One retained him in Germany till 1919.
Together with Bp. Munsch, he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro late in 1919
or early 1920. Originally stationed at Kilomeni, he became director of Mlingano
when the shortage of personnel reduced Kilomeni to a substation of Kilema. In
1926 we find him directing the station of Ufiomi. Six years later he went back to
Europe on leave and was retained for four years in France. After his return to
Tanganyika late in 1936, Bp. Byrne placed him in charge of the Uru mission. He
died there six years later.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Patrick O'CONNOR 73 IRELAND KEN TT NGA IRL
+ December 8, 1966 Kimmage
* April 19, 1890 Dublin
He graduated from Blackrock in 1908 and did a few years of prefecting before
making his vows at Kimmage on September 21, 1913. Sent to France for his
senior studies, he began them at Langonnet but, because of World War One,
continued them at Kimmage and Rathmines, where he· was ordained on June 15,
1919.
Early in 1920 he sailed for the Vicariate of Zanzibar and served there first at
Mombasa and then took over the station at Giriama. He worked zealously and took
up the defense of the African people against unjust criticism, while also improving
the dilapidated condition of its school and residence.
In 1927 he returned to Ireland for the then customary month of recollection after
about ten years of the priesthood. After it, he taught for one year at St. Mary's
College, Trinidad and then went to Nigeria. There he worked at Ogoja and Eke
until illness drove him back to Ireland in 1935.
The remaining three decades of his life were spent in continuous ill health and
retirement at Blackrock and Kimmage. His mind, however, remained active and
alert. He loved to discuss theological issues and to argue about fine points of Irish
history.
Blackrock College Annual, 1967, 30 f.; IBN, December 8; SWWW 777
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Fr. Henri BURGER 55 ALSACE TZA
• September 4, 1891 Sufflenheim

+ January 1, 1946 Morogoro

A brother of Br. Leo (Joseph) Burger, who was killed as a soldier in 1915, he
finished his classical studies at Knechtsteden in 1912, made his vows on
September 19, 1913 at Neuscheuem, did his theology at Knechtsteden and was
ordained there on July 8, 1917.
When World War One ended, he became a French national and could be
assigned to Tanganyika. He sailed on March 13, 1920 but, lacking the required
special entry permit for that former German colony, he spent several months
waiting in Zanzibar for it.
When the permit was issued, Sp. Wilson of the Bagamoyo vicariate placed him at
Lugoba under the direction of Bp. Munsch. Thereafter we find him successively at
llonga, Matombo and Mgeta, where he served as its director. In 1932 he was
stationed at llonga and two years later at Farkwa.
In 1935 Bp. Hilhorst sent him to open a new mission at Mvomero, and the eve of
World War Two we find him listed as in Maskati.
Having spent over 25 years of devoted service in Tanganyika, he died at the
relatively young age of 55.
MOP 472; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Otto OSTERTAG 84 ALSACE D TZA MTQ F
+ September 14, 1973 Wolxheim, Alsace
• October 18, 1888 Epfig
After finishing his classical studies at Knechtsteden, he made his vows on
September 23, 1911 at Neuscheuem, did his theology at Knechtsteden and was
ordained there on June 29, 1915. He then taught at the Congregation's junior
seminary in Alsace till World War One ended. Now that Alsace was French again,
he could assume French nationality and serve in the former German colonies.
On March 13, 1920 he sailed for Tanganyika via Zanzibar. Like half a dozen
other Spiritans, he remained stuck there for several months. He did not have a
permit to enter Tanganyika, which was just then in the process of becoming a
League of Nations mandate entrusted to the British. He was, of course, a welcome
if unwilling guest of the local Spiritan Community.
When the bureaucratic wheels had turned at last, Sp. Wilson kept him in
Bagamoyo until in 1922 he was placed in Morogoro. He was charged with the
supervision of the schools. A few years later we find him there as director of that
mission. In 1928 he filled the same function at Mgeta during the absence of Fr.
Gemberle.
In 1929 he went on leave to France, where he was retained for nine years in
Alsace, serving inter alia as assistant to the novice master in Neufgrange.
Transferred to Martinique in 1938, he did pastoral ministry for over two decades
in the parishes of that diocese. In his declining years in the early 1960s he still
served as chaplain to a large old people's home in Fort-de-France.
By the mid-1960s he entered the Congregation's retirement home at Wolxheim in
his native Alsace.
MOP 710, B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Viktor HORTH 52 ALSACE D TZA
* January 23, 1888 Osenbach

+ April 3, 1940 Beziers, France

He began his classical studies at Zabern (Saverne) in 1903 and finished them at
Knechtsteden in 1910. After his profession at Neuscheuern (Neufgrange) on
September 23, 1911, he did his higher studies at Knechtsteden. He was also
ordained there on June 29, 1915 by Bp. Allgeyer. His first assignment kept him in
Germany to teach at the junior seminary of Broich near Aix-la-Chapelle. In 1920 he
elected to join the French Province of the Congregation.
On May 12 of the same year he embarked for the Zanzibar vicariate. As so many
German missionaries had been barred from serving in Tanganyika, Sp. Neville
generously ceded him to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He was stationed there at
Mgeta until in 1928 we find him in Vidunda. From 1932 on he served as pastor of
the busy Mgeta mission, which at that time had already 7,000 Christians.
World War Two surprised him on leave in Alsace. While conducting evacuated
fellow Alsatians toward less exposed areas of France one month before that war
began in earnest on the western front, he died in a railroad accident.
MOP 350; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. F. Xavier ROBERT 85 ALSACE TZA GLP
* November 17, 1886 Weyenheim

February 28, 1972 Paris

He finished his classical studies at Knechtsteden in 1907 and made his vows on
September 20, 1908 at Neuscheuem. Sent to Portugal in 1909 as a prefect at St.
Mary's College in Porto, he was expelled in 1910 when the Congregation was
banned from the country by the revolutionary government. Ordained on August 16,
1913 at Knechtsteden, he served as a chaplain in a military hospital during War
One.
In 1920 he opted for French citizenship and on May 12 of the same year he could
sail for East Africa. Like other Alsatians, he spent several months in Zanzibar
waiting for the special permit needed to enter Tanganyika.
Bp. Wilson at last could assign him to Mhonda. Desiring to reopen the Tununguo
station in the mid-1920s, the bishop then put him in charge of it. Changing his
mind a year or two later, he reduced Tununguo to a substation of Matombo and
transferred Fr. Robert to this flourishing mission.
He devoted himself
wholeheartedly there for a dozen years. By the time he was transferred elsewhere,
Matombo counted over 10,000 faithful and catechumens. On the eve of World War
Two we find him at the recently opened mission of Kasanga as its director.
After 25 years of service in Africa in 1945 he went on leave in France and was
assigned to Guadeloupe. He was destined to spend another 25 years there in
pastoral ministry, notably in the leper colony of Desirade.
When his strength began to fail, he retired to a parish in Pointe-a-Pitre. Only a
short time before his death he returned to France.
MOP 686; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. James FLYNN 72 IRELAND IRL KEN TZA USA CAN
+ March 31, 1964 Kilshane, IRL
* April 13, 1891 Kilmeady, Co. Limerick
He did his classical studies at Blackrock till 1910 and prefected there for four
years. Professed at Kimmage on August 29, 1915, he earned a B.A. degree at the
University College of Dublin and did his theological studies at Kimmage. He was
ordained at Rathmines on February 29, 1920.
On October 21, 1921 he could sail for the Vicariate of Zanzibar. With steadfast
devotion and energy he ministered there successively in various places. We find
him at St. Austin's, Simonisdale, Nairobi (1923), Mangu (1926), the island of
Zanzibar (1930) and Holy Family, Nairobi (1936), where he became pastor.
During World War Two he took care of Nyeri, in the Kenya province, a mission
which belonged to the Consolata Fathers, who had been interned as enemy aliens.
In 1949 he was stationed in Makupa.
Having made a solid contribution to the evangelization of Kenya for three
decades, he sailed in 1952 to the U.S.A. After serving for six years as an assistant
in St. Peter Claver parish, Philadelphia, he went to join his Irish confreres in
Canada who were laying the foundation of a new Spiritan province there. He
ministered there in Holy Rosary parish at Guelph, Ontario.
His retirement years were spent in the novitiate of Kilshane.
IBN March 31; SWWW733
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Fr. Francis HAYWARD
* 1889 D. of Liverpool

GREAT BRITAIN TZA GB

He made his vows at Langonnet on October 18, 1914 and studied there while
World War One was raging. In 1918 he could go to Fribourg, Switzerland, for
theology. He was ordained there on February 25, 1920 at Saint-Maurice.
On November 21, 1921 he sailed to help staff the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. Bp.
Gogarty placed him first at Kilema and then in April 1923 sent him on to Uru. War
time conditions had spiritually wrecked this mission, but the restoration had been
started before he arrived and he continued it zealously.
In 1925 he was recalled to England to take charge of the junior seminary at
Castlehead, Lanes. He appears to have left the Congregation two years later.
B. G. and E. P. passim
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Sp. Bartholomew WILSON 54 IRELAND GB IRL TZA SL
+ October 28, 1938 Blackrock
* May 27, 1884 Cobh, Co. Cork
He entered Rockwell to join the Congregation in 1898 and left it two years later to
become a jeweller; then returned in 1904. He made his vows at Chevilly on
October 6, 1908, studied theology there and was ordained on October 28, 1913 at
the same location.
Assigned to a parish at Peasley Cross, Saint Helen's, in England, he served
there till 1915 to become a military chaplain. As such, he served on the battle fields
of Flanders and France, earning a military cross for distinguished service. He also
contracted a fever that resisted all efforts in the hospital for months. Discharged in
1917, he went to Rockwell, but had to resign after a few months because his health
did not permit him to teach. Thus he was sent to Blackrock in 1918 with the light
duty of supervising the prefects in that school.
Apparently his health improved there, for on November 25, 1921 he could sail for
the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Tanganyika was then governed for the League of
Nations by the British and, as a British subject he was more acceptable to them
than the Alsatian Sp. Vogt. This bishop resigned his function there and was
transferred to Cameroon in 1923. Meanwhile Fr. Wilson had already been named
Religious Superior of the Spiritans in that vicariate in August 1922; in October 1923
he became the official Administrator of the vicariate; and on January 11, 1924, the
Holy See made him its new Vicar Apostolic. He was ordained a bishop on June 9,
1924 in his hometown and four months later he sailed with a party of six other
Spiritans back to East Africa.
Hampered by the war-caused lack of personnel and funds, he did the best he
could under the circumstances. He was tactful in his dealings with the multinational Fathers and Brothers, tired from the extra burdens they had to carry during
the long years of war, and managed to draw the best out of them.
When Dutch personnel began to come in larger numbers in the 1930s and the
care of the vicariate would be handled over to their province, he resigned his
position in Tanganyika and was transferred to the Vicariate of Sierra Leone. His
health, however, had been precarious ever since he had suffered a case of food
poisoning in East Africa and the hard climate of Sierra Leone did nothing to
improve it. In 1936 the doctors ordered him home.
He still served as chaplain to a convent for two years and then died on the silver
anniversary of his ordination as a priest.
IBN October 28; 8.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Gerlacus (Alfons) OOMS 38 BELGIUM ZRE B TZA
* January 25, 1888 Beverloo
+ August 6, 1926 Bagamoyo
A farmer's son, he was attracted to the Congregation by a young Brother and
made his vows at Donck, Belgium, on November 1, 1910 and sailed for the
Prefecture of North Katanga in what was then the Belgian Congo in January 1912.
There he learned construction work at Kulu. Six years later, he had to go home on
sick leave "to the great regret of his superiors." After recovering his health, he
worked at Gentinnes, Belgium for a few years and then at his own request was
reassigned to Africa.
In late 1921 we find him stationed in the Vicariate of Bagamoyo at Lugoba and
engaged in building a dwelling for the Spiritans and a small convent for the Sisters.
Transferred to Sandawi (Kurio) a few years later, he continued to labor
industriously till mid-1926. Then he became ill again.
On the verge of returning to Europe, this simple but upright Brother had a violent
attack of malaria which led to his death.
B.G. 32, 881 ff.
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Fr. Adolphe GEYMANN 85 ALSACE TZA F
*
1892 d. of Strasbourg

+ September 9,

1977 France

He made his vows at Knechtsteden on November 6, 1915, and continued his
studies there. When after World War One Alsace became French again, he
continued them at Langonnet and Chevilly, where he was ordained October 28,
1920.
On December 15, 1921 he sailed for the Kilimanjaro vicariate, still in dire need of
personnel. We find him there successively at Kibosho (1923), at Ufiomi as director
of that station (1928) and at Ndareda, which was then a recently opened mission
(1930).
The following year he went to France for a one month recollection period, as was
then the custom. He was retained there. For the remainder of his life he did
ministry, mostly in Alsace, at first from the Blotzheim community and later as
resident chaplain in a hospital.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Jan van DONGEN 62 NETHERLANDS B TZA
* March 30, 1892 Haarlemmermeer, N.H.
+ September 26, 1955 Nairobi
He entered the junior seminary of Weert in 1906 and proved there to be a
typically phlegmatic Dutchman, averse to emotionalism of any kind. But seldom
enthusiastic, he made up for that by his unremitting efforts to live up to the ideals to
which he committed himself. He did not shine in abstract types of learning but
became highly knowledgeable in practical matters. He began his novitiate at
Louvain in 1913, but the outbreak of World War One and the seizure of that town by
the German Army forced him to flee to Holland. He did his philosophy at Gernert
and pronounced his vows on September 23, 1915. The following year he began
his theology at an improvised facility in Weert, but he could finish it in Louvain. He
was ordained there on December 8, 1919.
After teaching for two years at Gentinnes, Belgium, he could sail on January 26,
1922 for Mombasa, en route to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. There he was
assigned to Rambo and after a few years became the local head of that mission.
After sun-down at 6:00 P.M. when activities came to a halt there, he would light
his pipe and use his time to study moral theology and canon law. He became so
well versed in it that from all over the vicariate difficult cases began to be submitted
to him for solutions.
It should not surprise anyone that when a senior seminary serving several
vicariates was to be opened, he was asked to become its director. Thus we find
him from 1935 on at the junior and senior seminaries at Kilema and later moved
with them to Kibosho.
For two decades he continued to be the head and the heart of them and he did it
in such a way that the Congregation's Superior General, familiar with such
institutions all over Africa, declared that his seminary was the best one he had ever
seen.
He functioned also as the spiritual father of numerous European and African
Sisters, sometimes also as Vicar General of the diocese or Religious Superior of
the Kilimanjaro District. And he was highly venerated by the Africans whom he had
accompanied on their way to the priesthood.
In 1954 he became seriously ill and went on leave. A search was made for a
successor, but none could be found to measure up to him. "It is easier," wrote Bp.
Byrne, "to find suitable candidates for being raised to the rank of bishop than
another Fr. van Dongen." Thus both the bishop and the superior general asked
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him to return, despite his weak health. With religious obedience he did so, but it
was in vain. He died of pancreatic cancer a few months later in the hospital of
Nairobi.
His mortal remains lie buried in a place of honor in the seminary grounds of
Kibosho.
Arch. CSSp., Gernert
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Fr. Alfons LOOGMAN 67 NETHERLANDS NL KEN TZA USA
* January 15, 1897 Amsterdam
+ September 19, 1964 Baarte Nassau, NL
His parents were deeply religious converts, who had the happiness of seeing four
of their children including Alfons, opt for the religious life. He graduated from the
St. Ignatius Gymnasium in his home town and spent one year in Weert before
making his novitiate in the castle of Gernert. It had been the home of Jesuits
expelled from France in the 1880s, but was placed at the Congregation's disposal
in 1916 when they had been we1»-called back to defend with their lives a country
that did not allow them to live within its borders. He made his vows there on
September 23, 1917 and then went to Louvain to follow the courses at the
Collegium Magnum of the Jesuits. On August 28, 1921 he was ordained there.
Despite the pleas of Provincial Albert Sebire to be allowed to retain the
intellectually and artistically gifted young priest for the Province, he was assigned
to the Vicariate of Zanzibar and in August 1922 he sailed together with Fr. Michael
Witte to Mombasa.

,.,.

From 1922 to 1934 he served in Mombasa mission, which by the time he left it
had over 4,000 faithful and catechumens. Three years after his arrival he founded
the Swahili weekly Rafikj Yetu (Our Friend), a deed that forced him to first train
Africans to operate the hand press that he had purchased. Buying it itself had been
quite an experience. As he later related, he did not have the money and wrote to a
friend who was negoti.ating its acquisition that he. had to give up buying it because
he had no one who would be his guarantee for the purchase price. Whereupon
that friend cabled him" "Press shipped. I am your guarantee." He had a hard time
explaining matters to the bishop, but the end results were very good. The only
Catholic newspaper in East Africa, its circulation aimed at 10,000 subscribers at a
time when the Swahili newspaper reading public was still rather small.
As editor of a newspaper, he was of course obliged to become an expert in
Swahili and he did it so impressively that he could serve as a member of the
Government lnterterritorial Committee for that language. He correctly foresaw that,
despite the diversity of languages in East Africa, Swahili would become the ljngua
franca known by all. As time went on, he published many works in Swahili,
including two series of readers for the use of Catholic and government schools that
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were widely used in East Africa and sold an estimated two million copies. His
elegant Swahili translation of the New Testament also sold some 150,000 copies.
In 1933 he went to visit Bp. Wilson in Bagamoyo, who was on the verge of being
transferred to Sierra Leone and desired to see Fr. Loogman as his successor in the
Bagamoyo vicariate. The Apostolic Delegate in East Africa, Abp, Arthur Hinsley
(himself about to become the Cardinal Abp. of Westminster) had called Loogman
an "ideal missionary", he would undoubtedly have been chosen for that position if
unfortunately the news had not leaked out prematurely.
Instead, in 1934 he
became the principal of the Teachers Training School at Kabaa.
At the repeated requests that his many talents be used for the formation of African
priests, the Superior General transferred him in 1937 to the Bagamoyo vicariate.
We find him there as director of the junior and senior seminaries at llonga; when
they were moved to Bagamoyo and finally to Morogoro, he moved with them. The
twenty-five young priests formed by him personally were a living proof that he was
both spiritually and psychologically the right man for that responsible task.
Twenty years later, in 1957, he went to Maua as novice master for the African
congregation of Brothers, but still in the same year his Swahili expertise was again
appealed to, this time for the ambitious translation of the entire Bible. It led him to
Tabora as chairman of a committee charged with the task of bringing out a Catholic
edition of the Bible in Swahili. This project, whose chief work horse he was,
however, came to a halt when the decision was made to publish an ecumenical
edition of the Bible for all Christian churches. His view of the missionary task was
far ahead of what was then commonly accepted and he is justly considered a
forerunner of what in our times has become known as inculturation of the Church.
Meanwhile Duquesne University had appealed to the Generalate to obtain his
services as Professor of Bantu Languages at its Institute of African Affairs. He
arrived there in 1959 and began teaching Swahili. At the same time, he got a
chance to prepare a new grammar and syntax for that language, one which would
not be based on classical or European ways of thinking, but wholly follow Bantu
categories. A book of selected Swahili readings was to follow that work. Both were
published by the Duquesne Press in 1965 and 1967, but he did not live to see
them in print.
Early in 1964 he suffered as stroke. Realizing that the end was near, he returned
to Holland and retired to Baarle Nassau. He died there in his sleep a few months
after his arrival.
De Tijd-Maasbode, Sept. 26, 1964; SWWW 734; Arch. CSSp Gernert and Arch.
CSSp USA
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Fr. Michael WITTE 66 NETHERLANDS KEN TZA
+ March 24, 1961 Halfweg, NL
* January 31, 1895 Burg, Texel
He was born on a little off-shore island where life was hard and the people poor·
but industrious. As a boy he got up at 4:00 A.M. to go to farms and collect eggs
which he would sell once a week on the mainland to buy bread, to be sold on the
island door to door. After he entered the junior seminary of Weert in 1910, he
continued to spend his vacations earning money to pay for his board. Being happy
with hard work himself, the idea of rest or relaxation remained unknown to him.
Moreover, his health was so good that he would never experience any illness in his
life until a few months before his death, so that feeling unwell or weak was also an
unknown aspect of life for him. Thus one could have predicted that life would not
be going to be easy for those living with him as his collaborators.
He was also endowed with a keen intellect. It allowed him to skip the final two
grades in primary school. And in his first year at Weert he gained the coveted prize
for general excellence plus twelve first prizes. Moreover, he had a great sense of
humor and could see the comical aspect in adversities where others would bewail
their misfortunes.
On September 23, 1917, he made his vows in Gernert and then went to Louvain
for his senior studies at the Collegium Maximum of the Jesuits. He was ordained
there on October 28, 1921. The Provincial's pleas to be allowed to retain him in the
province failed to convince the Superior General, and in August 1922 he sailed
together with Fr. Loogman for Mombasa to help relieve the shortage of personnel
in the Vicariate of Zanzibar.
Bp. Neville assigned him to the St. Peter Claver mission in Nairobi. He took
charge there of the school for catechists, while also regularly visiting the 42 bush
schools attached to that mission. The bishop was so impressed with his work that
in 1925 he decided to open a central school for catechists and put Fr. Witte in
charge of it. He also decided that this new venture would be established at Kabaa,
("Bare Head,") a station that had been closed as offering no reasonable prospects
in 1919.
Thus the two names Witte and Kabaa became entwined as a kind of miracle. He
spent nine years there as its director, until in 1934 his lifelong friend Fr. Loogman
took it over. Two years after Witte's arrival in Kabaa Bp. Neville could write that the
KabaaTeachersTraining School was very successful, thanks to Witte. The spirit of
the school was excellent from every point of view and some 30 young teachers
would sit for their first examination that year. He had a team of Brothers there who
put up new buildings for the high school, the technical school and the primary
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school that he added to the teachers training school.
vicariate's center for the education of African students.

Thus Kabaa became the

Not just the vicariate but also the government and private enterprises were eager
to take its graduates. It enjoyed the reputation of being the best school or complex
of schools in Kenya. He even opened early in the 1930s the first Kenya seminary
of the vicariate, and dreamt of a future Catholic university there, a dream that was
taken up again by the Apostolic Delegate Abp. David Mathew after World War Two
and found an initial realization in 1950 in the Senior Secondary College, staffed by
the Spiritans, in Pugu, Tanzania.
The roster of its distinguished alumni includes many high government officials,
members of the parliament, directors of business enterprises, priests, a few bishops
and one cardinal. His numerous former students, whether cardinal or simple
teacher of a bush school, never tired of venerating him and continued to speak
about him with great admiration in terms one normally reserves for saints. They
realized that he did nothing for his own glory--even though the government
decorated him with the Order of the British Empire- but for their benefit, making it
possible for them to reach their full potential.
He was an educationalist who introduced a system of teaching and formation that
took their cultural world and their needs in the modem age into consideration and
did not slavishly stick to European models. In the religious realm also he managed
to pass on to them his outlook in such a way that many of them became zealous
Christians. His skin was white, one could say, but his heart was African.
An impressive speaker, well versed in half a dozen languages, he could impart
his own enthusiasm to his audience, be they Europeans or Africans. Sixty years
after hearing him speaking about Kabaa, I still recall many details of his talk.
To get the necessary funds for Kabaa with its hundreds of non-paying boarders,
he would spend long hours at night writing letters to what he called his "Dear
Aunties" and other benefactors in Europe and America. He had, of course, his
detractors, but that is par for the course. It happened to Christ himself, but if one is
to judge him by the success of his works and the profound veneration of his former
students, he would be declared a saint by acclamation.
In 1934 Witte was transferred to Giriama, but eight months later he was asked to
take over a school in Waa, where a government school was in dire straits. He
promptly changed its name to St. George School. (It was later moved to Giriama).
After a leave in Holland, we find him in 1937 in Bagamoyo as its local director, and
then late 1939 at Morogoro, the educational center of that vicariate. There was not
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much he could accomplish there. This well-established center had its own way of
doing things and it had a high reputation. Its staff did not take kindly to his ideas
and ways; he came across as a dictatorial figure who wanted to be the law all by
himself, listening to no one, be they government or church authorities.
In mid-1941 he went back to Kenya, where he was still welcome. He worked
there, opening new schools at Kilungu, Kevote and Taveta.
In 1956 we find him in the Kilimanjaro region in the Diocese of Moshi. He went
to reside at Usa River, hitherto an unmanned substation, established there a
technical training school, which he called St. Michael, after his patron saint. By
1960 it had one hundred boys learning various trades. This school did not long
survive the departure of its founder. The American Province, to which the staffing of
the diocese was entrusted, had very few Brothers and could not continue it. Usa
River, however, got a new destination: it became in 1971 the birthplace of the East
Africa Province of the Congregation.
As to Fr. Witte, he began ailing in late 1960 and returned to Holland. He lingered
on for several months, filled with great pain, but he never complained--a sign that
he was not a self-centered man.
While his many papers dating from his Kenya period have been carefully
preserved, almost as relics: those in Tanzania were burnt;useless trash.
{ I(

Kabaa, like virtually all mission schools in Africa, became a government school
after independence, but some Spiritans continued to be on its staff for many years.
There is a Father Witte Memorial Library on its campus, with a museum room
honoring him, largely financed by contributions by his former students.
Spinet, 176 (article by Dr. Albert de Jong); Arch. C.S.Sp. Gernert, article by Albert
Blommaert
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Fr. Martin van KIMMENADE 79 NETHERLANDS B TZA KEN
* October 18, 1892 Vlierden, N.B.
+ August 8, 1972 Helmond, NL
He entered the Congregation's junior seminary in 1906, the year after its
founding, made his vows at Gernert on September 23, 1915, studied philosophy
there and then went to Louvain for his theology. He was also ordained there on
July 12, 1919.
After a year of teaching at Gentinnes, Belgium, he could sail for the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo on November 14, 1922. He was assigned to Sandawi, (later renamed
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Kurio), as an assistant to Fr.Joseph Lemble, whom he succeeded a few years later
as that station's director. He remained there for a dozen years, during which he
proved to be not only a very good missionary but also acquired fame among
linguists for his knowledge of the local language. It was one of the few click
languages in the world and the Wasandawe spoke it. "Spoke" may not be the
correct term: the language consisted of articulations by the tongue's variations of
clicking and clacking. I personally heard him recite the Hail Mary in it in the early
1930s. He became such an expert in that difficult language that he was able to
compose a dictionary of it for interested scholars at the University of Leiden.
When in 1935 the Kurio station was ceded to the Passionists as part of the new
Prefecture of Dodoma, he could hand over to them a parish counting over 4,000
parishioners and more than 1,400 children in its schools.
At that time Bp. Bernard Hilhorst was thinking about founding a congregation of
African sisters. Fr. Martini, as he was known in Tanganyika, played a providential
role in its founding. When he left Kurio, he took along three young Wasandawe
women whom he considered suitable candidates. These "clicking" women (they
also spoke Swahili) became the nucleus of the new Congregation of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. It prospered and now has some 300 members serving
throughout the Morogoro diocese (1992).
From 1935 on we find him as director of the new Tegetero mission and then just
before World War Two in the same position at Maskati. During those war years he
served outside the Bagamoyo vicariate in Kenya. When the fighting stopped, he
returned to Tanganyika and became pastor of Tununguo and master of novices for
the African Brother's congregation known as Servi Dei.
In 1950 he was made
pastor at Kimamba, a function he retained for many years.
When he was in his late ?Os, he still remained active as chaplain to the hospital
staffed by his beloved African Sisters in Turiani, as well as to the Sisters
themselves at Mgolele.
After half a century of very competent and devoted service in East Africa, he went
back to Holland in July 1972. He died there three weeks later of a heart attack.
Spinet 116

263
287

Br. Anscharius or Gerard (Willem) BARENDSE 76 NETHERLANDS KEN TZA KEN
+ December 10, 1965 llonga
* October 8, 1889 Naaldwijk NH
A gardener by trade, he made his vows on September 8, 1909 at Danek, Belgium,
and sailed from Amsterdam in 191 O to the new Prefecture of North Katanga in what
was then called the Independent Congo (Zaire). The Congregation had just
accepted this new mission. He worked there successively at Kindu, Kulu and
Labunda for a dozen years, taking care of its gardens and teaching his trade to the
boys entrusted to his care.
After a home leave in 1922, he received a new assignment and embarked on
January 18, 1923 for Mombasa en route to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. There he
changed his name to Gerard because the people pronounced Anscharius as
Askari, which means "soldier", and he did not like to be known as such.
Placed at Bagamoyo itself, he and Brother Wenceslaus had their hands full with
the coconut and cotton plantations, the processing of copra and the cotton gins, the
copious livestock of all kinds, in addition to the carpentry shop and the iron works.
Aside from a brief stay at Maskati, he remained stationed there for a decade before
being transferred to Morogoro. By then he had become a practical expert in
building. From the mid-1930s on we find him building at Mgeta and Bagamoyo.
During World War Two, he was the one Brother who accompanied five Dutch
Spiritans of the Bagamoyo vicariate, sent to Kenya to man the Prefecture of Meru.
Its Italian Consolata Fathers had been interned as enemy aliens. He went along
with them to take care of whatever building activities where to be undertaken.
In 1946 he was back in the Morogoro vicariate. He served there successively in
Bagamoyo, Lugoba and llonga, taking care of plantations and doing whatever
construction work was needed. He felt little need for relaxation, but loved to smoke
a cigar and enjoyed a drink in community celebrations.
In 1960 Queen Elizabeth II honored him with a distinction for "extraordinary
services to the land and the people of Tanganyika."
Having celebrated the golden jubilee of his profession as a religious Brother and
55 years in Africa, this quiet and industrious Brother died. His death was marked by
the simplicity of his life; he passed away while working in the garden.
Ons Orgaan, April 1966
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Fr. Gerard BROUWER 75 NETHERLANDS B ZRE TZA NL KEN BRZ
* January 9, 1894 Haarlemmerrneer N.H.
+ September 7, 1969, Muiden, NL
He entered the Congregation at Weert, the year after the founding in 1904 of that
new junior seminary, made his vows at Louvain, Belgium, on October 3, 1913 and
began his senior studies there. Sent to Rome to attend the Gregorian University,
he earned a doctorate in theology and was ordained there on August 10, 1917.
After a war time appointment of teaching at Weert, he received his assignment to
the Prefecture of North Katanga in what was then the Belgian Congo (Zaire). He
sailed to his destination in February 1920, and was stationed in Sangu Mongu.
In April 1923 he was transferred to the Bagamoyo vicariate, where he took charge
of the school. Less than a year later, he had to go to the hospital in Zanzibar to be
treated for illness. After leaving the hospital, he became director of the Matombo
station, until in 1926 he went to Ireland for the then customary month of recollection
after ten years of service as a priest. He made his perpetual vows there at
Kimmage.
Transferred to the Vicariate of Zanzibar in October 1927, he served on the island
itself, at Mangu and at Kalimoni in Kenya.
In 1933 he was retained in Holland for two years, which he spent in promotional
work. On his return to the Bagamoyo vicariate in 1935, he became mission
procurator at Morogoro and also pastor of the town parish.
After World War Two he served for six years as a military chaplain, stationed in
Indonesia, Korea, Japan and Holland (1948-1954).
When the Dutch Province began to establish itself in the central part of Brazil, he
was assigned to this new venture and became pastor of a parish in Araujos, in the
state of Minas Geras.
In 1963 at the age of 69 he returned to Holland and spent his declining years as
chaplain in a retirement home for the aged at Muiden.
A man of great energy, endowed with an ebullient sense of humor and a keen
business sense, he dedicated his talents to the service of the people entrusted to
him, wherever he went.
Arch. CSSp, Gernert
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Fr. Jan De ROOY 96 NETHERLANDS TZA NL F IT
• October 2, 1891 Alkmaar N. H.

+ August

1, 1988 Gennep

He entered the junior seminary of Weert in 1905 and the novitiate in 1912. Then
an ear infection ended in deafness and he had to leave. Back home, he teamed
shoemaking and studied bookkeeping. But after a pilgrimage to Lourdes, his
deafnes diminished to such an extent that he was readmitted and could pronounce
his vows on July 16, 1918 at Gernert. During his senior studies in Louvain, he was
ordained on August 27, 1922.
On September 27, 1923 he could sail for Tanganyika, where he began to work in
Bagamoyo, in the vicariate of the same name. Later we find him at Vidunda as
director of that post, and then at Morogoro and Kurio (Sandawi). A methodical and
keen observer of Africa's people and their world, he became a man whose words
carried weight.
In 1931 illness led to his return to Europe and the doctor's verdict was that he
could no longer stay alive in the tropics. He then taught in Weert and in 1934
became provincial treasurer.
During World War Two he taught missiology, ethnology and Swahili at the
University of Nijmegen when hundreds of young would-be missionaries could not
leave the country until the fighting stopped.
In 1947 he joined the staff of the Mother House in Paris and received a special
assignment:
go and introduce a uniform system of bookkeeping in the
Congregation's provinces. This task took him all over Europe. When the
Generalate moved to Rome in 1966, he also went to reside there.
At the age of 79 he retired to Gennep and stayed in relatively good health for
another fifteen years. Only in the last three years of his long life did his body and
mind slowly deteriorate.
Throughout his life he never tired of talking about his years in Tanganyika.
Methodical in everything he did, he left behind many neatly-written manuscripts of
everything he had taught. He had a gift of imparting his theoretical knowledge and
practical skills to others,whether they be students or provincial treasurers without
much knowledge of bookkeeping. A congenial confrere, he lived in peace with
God, himself and his fellow human beings.
Arch. CSSp Gernert

266
290

Fr. Joseph ULMER 52 ALSACE TZA MTQ
* January 21, 1893 Brunstatt

+ September 23, 1945 Martinique

He made his vows at Langonnet on October 5, 1919 and studied theology at
Chevilly, where he was ordained on October 28, 1922.
On September 27, 1923 he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro to help bring
some relief to that sorely tried mission. By Christmas he reached Ufiomi after a
long and arduous inland journey. That station had been ruined during and after
World War One, both materially and spiritually. He was to assist there Fr. Auguste
Simon in the restoration. While two Brothers began to repair or rebuild it, he, as
usual for a newcomer, was put in charge of the schools.
In 1928 we find him charge of re-establishing the Umbugwe station; then at
Kilema and Kilomeni.
His health, however, was weak and, after a leave in 1934, he was transferred to
Martinique. He did light duties there at an orphanage in Fort-de-France.
He died there as World War Two came to and end.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Thomas M. HARRIS USA TZA USA
* August 3, 1898 Philadelphia
He entered Cornwells in 1913 and made his vows at Ferndale on August 17,
1918. He also did his senior studies there and was ordained a priest on August 26,
1922.
On October 25, 1923 he sailed for East Africa. He worked there at Morogoro and
Sandawi (Kurio), assisting the other Fathers in the ministry.
In 1929 he returned to the U.S.A. After serving some time at Holy Spirit parish,
Opelousas, he left the Congregation. Later we find him working as a priest of the
Diocese of San Diego, CA.
SWWW404
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Fr. Aloyse HEIDMANN 60 ALSACE
* JANUARY 28, 1888 Marsch

D F TZA

+ January 23, 1949 Paris

He finished his classical studies at Knechtsteden in 1909, made his vows at
Neuscheuern, did his theology at Knechtsteden and was also ordained there on
September 27, 1914. He then taught at the Congregation's junior seminaries in
Alsace till 1923.
On October 25, 1923 he sailed with five companions to East Africa. Bp. Gogarty
of the Kilimanjaro vicariate stationed him provisionally in Tanga before placing him
as an assistant to Fr. Hubsch in Gare.
In 1928 we find him in charge of the promising Mashati mission with its numerous
catechists. Then, going on leave in 1935 to France, he served for three years as
novice master to the Brothers in Neufgrange. On his return to Kilimanjaro he took
charge again of the Mashati parish with its substations at Useri and Rongai.
Despite World War Two, the mission progressed so much that, when in 1947 Useri
became a separate parish with over 4,000 faithful, Mashati itself still retained more
than 3,500. Ailing after 22 years of devoted service in Africa, he returned to France
in 1948.
MOP 500; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. John J. TODOROWSKI 51 USA TZA USA
* September 16, 1896 Mt. Carmel, PA

+ March 23, 1948 Mt. Carmel

He did his junior studies at Cornwells from 1912 on and made his vows on
August 17, 1918 at Ferndale. He also did his philosophy and theology there and
was ordained on August 26, 1922.
On October 25, 1923 he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. We find him there
stationed at Kilema on the staff of St. James Seminary and later as director o f the
Uru mission.
In 1933 he returned to the States and became pastor of St. Catherine's, Little
Compton, R.I. For a dozen years he served this parish of Portuguese immigrants
and learned, of course, to speak their language.
Transferred in 1945 to St.
Joseph's in his hometown, he died there suddenly and was buried on Good Friday
in the local cemetery.
Wherever he went he "tried to be all things to all people in order to gain all for
Christ."
O.P. June 1948; SWWW 566
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Fr. Patrick J. McCARTHY 45 USA TZA USA
* November 13, 1897 Philadelphia

October 29, 1943 Philadelphia

Together with his cousin Thomas McCarthy he entered Cornwells in 1902;
together they made their vows at Ferndale on August 17, 1918; together they did
their senior studies there; together also they were ordained on August 26, 1922.
On October 25, 1923 he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. There we find him
first at Bagamoyo itself and then as director of the Lugoba station. Finally he was
placed in charge of the Morogoro mission, which at that time had a Spiritan staff of
six, not counting Bp. Wilson himself, who also resided there. There was a large
teachers training school, a small trade school; over 2,600 Christians belonged to
the parish and some 40 bush schools took care of the surrounding area.
In 1931, after eight years in Tanganyika, he returned to the U.S.A. and was
retained there. He ministered to African Americans at St. Mark's Church in New
York's Harlem sector until in 1939 he was transferred to Philadelphia's Our Lady of
the Blessed Sacrament parish. In 1942 he went to Fort Smith, AR, for similar work.
In April 1943 he stood at the graveside of his beloved cousin Tom, who had died
of cancer. He himself look gaunt and had been ailing for some time, and he knew
that his own demise was near.
He died of cancer a few months later, leaving the memory of a zealous
missionary, a caring priest and a congenial confrere.
O.P. April 1944; SWWW 508
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Fr. Cornelius McNAMARA 86 IRELAND TT NGA USA KEN
+ September 19, 1973 Dublin
* April 10, 1887 Kilmurry McMahon, Co. Clare
A graduate of Blackrock, he made his vows at Chevilly on October 15, 1909 and
was sent prefecting for a few years in Trinidad in 1910. Tuberculosis and another
year of prefecting delayed the resumption of his studies, so that he reached the
priesthood only on February 23, 1918 at Langonnet at the age of 31.
The following year he sailed for Nigeria where he served at Aguleri and Obuzulu.
Then ill health forced him to leave three years later. He spent some time in
Montana again for tuberculosis and then in the U.S.A. as a member of the Irish
Mission Band till 1923.
On December 6 of that year he could sail to the Zanzibar vicariate, where he was
placed at St. Peter Claver's Church in Nairobi first as an assistant and then as its
director and pastor. He worked in this position among the Kikuyu with great zeal
and success, building a church capable of holding 2,000 people.
After a leave in the mid-1930s for treatment- of his tuberculosis, he resumed the
same kind of apostolate at Holy Family Church for three more decades.
Having witnessed the transformation of the old vicariate of Zanzibar into the
Archdiocese of Nairobi and the Diocese of Mombasa in 1953 and 1956, he
remained active as chaplain to the African sisters of the Assumption at Thika.
By the time he was eighty we find him retired in Ireland. Despite his late
ordination at the age of 31, he could celebrate his golden jubilee of the priesthood
there and died a few years later. Although plagued by tuberculosis for most of his
life, he had outlived all his contemporaries.
IBN September 19; SWWW 953; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Eugene HOLTZHAUER 74 ALSACE TZA F MTQ
+ January 5, 1969 Lorrain, MTQ
* January 9, 1894 Reichhofen
He made his vows on September 27, 1920 at Neufgrange, studied theology at
Chevilly and was ordained there on October 28, 1923.
On October 2, 1924 he was one of a party of six priests who sailed together for
various places in East Africa and islands in the Indian Ocean. His destination was
the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro.
Bp. Gogarty placed him under Fr. Andre Krieger at Kondoa lrangi. By then this
mission, which had been wrecked during World War One, had been almost
completely rebuilt when he arrived. Its spiritual condition, too, was progressing
rapidly in spite of Islamic inroads, thanks to the mission's network of 27 schools.
From 1928 on we find him at Gare till 1933 when the new Bp. Joseph Byrne sent
him to Kibosho. A few years later, he became its pastor and director. Just before
World War Two began, its parish counted over 7,000 Christians. After that war we
find him in charge of the Uru mission.
Going home on leave after 22 years in Africa, he was retained for a few years and
attached to the Neufgrange community in his native Alsace.
In the mid-1950s we find him in Martinique, serving as pastor at Lorrain until he
began to lose his vigor and became an assistant in the same parish. He died there
nearly 50 years after making his first vows in the Congregation.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Leon FUHRMANN 84 ALSACE TZA
* May 17, 1894 lngersheim

+ December 12, 1987 Wolxheim

Professed on September 27, 1920 at Neufgrange, he did his higher studies at
Chevilly, where he was ordained on October 28, 1923.
On October 2, 1924 he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. Bp. Gogarty placed
him first at Kilema and then in 1926 at Kibosho, a mission that was under the
direction of Fr. Leon Cromer. His special job would be to take care of education,
and that would also mean regularly visiting the many bush schools attached to the
station.
The area was then in the midst of many changes. It had become a center of large
coffee plantations, operated by men who had come "from the four corners of the
world," and most of them not exactly models of virtue. Moreover, a self-appointed
prophet, claiming he had been sent by Mohammed himself, was preaching the
impending final judgment of the earth and pronouncing the eternal doom of anyone
who did not join Islam forthwith. Economically also the area was in evolution and
the ideal of young men was to become chauffeurs of the motor-driven cars or trucks
now penetrating the land or to get a job in some office. Thus, if the mission was to
retain its hold on the young, its educational ·efforts would have to switch from
teaching agriculture to the more-desired types of learning. That was the special
task Fr. Fuhrmann had to take care of. He must have done it very well, for he
remained in that mission for many years. Just before World War Two he could
report over 7,000 parishioners and 400 catechumens, while some 50 catechists
taught in its bush schools. During the war he served in the Benedictine mission of
Paramiho.
After that war we find him in 1946 at Maua, which received in him and two others
its first residential Spiritan personnel. He was pastor to the 2,500 Catholics. The
novitiate of the new African congregation of Brothers was also established there,
and Father served as its chaplain. After a leave of absence in 1962, he could
return in 1967 and hold the same position for the Sisters of Our Lady of Kilimanjaro
at Huruma. In 1972 he still served as an assistant at Rambo.
After half a century of devoted service to Africa, he went into retirement at
Wolxheim in 1975.
Province et Mission, January 1988; B.G. passim
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Fr. Anton DOCKWILLER 35 ALSACE
• January 28, 1895 Illfurth

TZA

+ February 2, 1930 Bagamoyo

He did his classical studies at Zabern and Knechtsteden before he was mobilized
in 1914 by the German Army for World War One. Captured in France, toward the
end of the war, he was interned but in 1919 could return to Alsace and begin his
novitiate. His profession was delayed till on February 2, 1921 he could pronounce
his vows at Chevilly. He did his senior studies there and was ordained on October
21, 1923.
On October 2, 1924 he was one of six priests who sailed together to various
destinations in East Africa and the Indian Ocean. At Zanzibar he transferred to a
dhow for the passage to Bagamoyo. This little bark suffered shipwreck, filled with
water, but did not sink. Fortunately, a few fishermen in a pirogue spotted the
wreckage and saved him and the crew, more dead than alive. When he was set
ashore at Bagamoyo, he was poorer than any other missionary who ever arrived
there, for he had nothing left but the dripping clothing he had on.
After resting from his ordeal, he was assigned to the Matombo station. His health
was weak, but he displayed great zeal and eagerness to be of service. Even when
he could barely stand on his legs, he would walk some hours to visit the sick. On
one occasion after such a march to anoint a sick man, he had to be carried back by
people who went with him and arrived home sicker than the man whom he had
anointed.
Transferred to a cooler climate in Mgeta he worked harder than ever and became
even sicker. Sent to convalesce at Lugoba, he recovered and was assigned to the
healthy climate of Vidunda.
In 1928 he went back to Mgeta to replace an absent priest. When this confrere
returned, Father Dockwiller had be carried to Dar-es-Salaam's hospital. From
there he went to convalesce at Bagamoyo.
Three months after his arrival there, he died of malaria.
B.G. 34, 759 ff.

273
299

Fr. Michael C. O'CONNOR 86 IRELAND TZA KEN
* August 12, 1892 Gortroe, Knocknagoshel
+ December 20, 1978 Kenya
Co. Kerry
A graduate of Rockwell, he made his vows at Kimmage in 1917. (The exact date
appears to have gone unrecorded; it was the time of the Easter Rebellion against
British rule.) He studied at Rathmines while also attending the University College
of Dublin for his B.A. till 1920. He was ordained at Rathmines on July 29, 1923.
On October 16, 1924, he sailed together with Bp. Bartholomew Wilson and
several other Spiritans to East Africa, where he was to serve in the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. We find him there listed as stationed in Mhonda. By 1934 there were
over 3,000 parishioners in his mission.
As the Bagamoyo vicariate was then taken over by the Dutch Spiritans, he
transferred to the Vicariate of Zanzibar and was assigned to Giriama as the director
of that mission. Here, too, he served for many years; he was still there in 1947, but
progress in this old station had never been very good. Nevertheless, the future
looked promising: There were over 400 parishioners and 750 people under
instruction. He helped Edel Quinn introduce the Legion of Mary in Kenya.
After a leave in the home country, we find him in 1949 on the island of Pemba. In
1956 a new parish, Our Lady of the Visitation, was opened in Nairobi which a few
years later counted over 10,000 parishioners and catechumens. He was its pastor,
assisted by three other priests, one of them an African. It had some 2,000 children
in its schools taught by 55 teachers.
In 1968, when he was 76 years old, he was on leave to Ireland, but returned to
Kenya for the remainder of his life. He was then attached to St. Peter Claver,
Nairobi.
During his 54 years of service to East Africa, he lived through all the changes
affecting the African continent and Kenya in particular. His contemporaries
described him as a gentleman in the original sense of the term, a man who held no
resentment and remained serene, no matter what happened.
In was only in the last few years of his long life that the began to suffer from a
sense of depression.
IBN December 20; B.G. and E.P. passim. There were up to six Spiritans named
O'Connor working at the same time in Kenya, which can cause considerable
confusion. Our Michael is sometimes referred to as Michael junior, but not only he,
and later also as Joseph.
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Fr. James J. GILMORE 79 IRELAND TZA IRL
* January 9, 1891 Ballyhaunis, C. Mayo
A former school
making his vows in
earned a B.A. at
theological studies.

+ March 30, 1970 Dublin

teacher, he entered Blackrock in 1915 to matriculate before
Kimmage on October 28, 1917. Going on to Rathmines, he
the University College of Dublin while also pursuing his
He was ordained a priest on July 29, 1923 at Rathmines.

On October 16, 1924 he accompanied Bp. Bartholomew Wilson and several other
priests to East Africa. He was destined for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro.
Bp. Gogarty placed him at the growing mission of Uru, where he became director
and teacher of the diocesan school of catechists. By 1930 he had some 150 young
men in that school and, when it was transferred to Kibosho to become St. Patrick's
Teachers Training School, he went with it as its director. By then the school had
225 students.
Returning to Ireland on leave in 1932, he was retained there for the Rathmines
College. He earned a Higher Diploma of Education and founded its junior division.
He proved to be a very dynamic educator and when in 1951 the president of the
college died, he became his successor.
Unfortunately, he suffered a stroke five years later which left his memory impaired
and forced him to resign.
For a dozen years he continued to reside at Rathmines, bearing his misfortune
patiently, with a smile and a chuckle about all the embarrassing and humorous
incidents that befall people afflicted with such a condition.
IBN March 30
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Br. Valentinus STUL TJENS 70 NETHERLANDS TZA
* 1887 D. of Roermond
+ February 5, 1958 Gernert
A gardener by trade, he was professed at Baarle Nassau on February 27, 1920.
On October 16, 1924 he embarked for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He worked
there for two years, notably at Vidunda, where he made his perpetual vows in
August 1926.
A few months later, he returned to his home country, where he continued to
render more than three decades of faithful service at the junior seminary of Weert.
B.G. and E. P. passim
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Br. Michael (Josef) PLATT 71 GERMANY TZA BRZ D
* August 28, 1902 Duisburg, Westphalia
+ March 12, 1973 lngenheim
He had had some secondary schooling before he made his vows at Knechtsteden
on December 8, 1921. He stayed there for a few years to learn horticulture.
On October 16, 1924, the records say, he sailed for the Bagamoyo vicariate and
served there in Morogoro and Mandera. If these records are not mistaken, one
wonders how he managed to get an entry permit for Tanganyika, since this territory
was still closed to German male nationals.
Three years later he sailed for Brazil to work there in the Spiritan prefecture of
Tefe, deep in the jungles of Amazonia. He easily acquired there a teacher's
certificate for secondary schools and joined the staff of Tefe's Junior Seminary.
Around 1936 he went home on leave, but political events prevented his return to
Brazil: the Nazis had control of the government and confiscated the passports of all
male Germans of military age. Mobilized on 1940, he served in an anti-aircraft unit
until in April 1945 he was captured by American troops and interned.
Released a few months later, he served for 15 years in the Speyer community.
Then a kidney disease rendered further work impossible for him.
When not in the hospital, he lived in Knechtsteden, edifying all by his religious
acceptance of his intense suffering.
MOP 703; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Patrick J. WALLIS
IRELAND TZA KEN
* August 19, 1895 Charleville, Co. Cork
He finished his junior studies at Blackrock and made his vows on September 1,
1914 at Kimmage. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and earned a B.A. In the
final year of his theology, he was ordained on June 29, 1923 at Rathmines.
On October 16, 1924 he accompanied Bp. Wilson and several others to East
Africa. Assigned to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, he was a welcome addition to its
shrunken staff, many of whom had been working without respite since before World
War One.
As soon as he could make himself understood in Swahili, he began to replace
ailing or absent priests at Matombo, llonga, as director of that station, and
Morogoro.
In 1935 he became the local head of the Morogoro mission and, at the same time,
director of its teachers training school, its middle school and its vocational training
school.
In 1940 he went to the Vicariate of Zanzibar to serve as its administrator till 1946
and then took charge of the Kiambu station. This mission was developing very well
and by 1952 it could report some 3,000 parishioners, while nearly 1,200 children
were attending its schools. The Church was making giant strides in Kenya and the
following year the Vicariate of Zanzibar became the Archdiocese of Nairobi.
Transferred to Lioki, he ministered there with the same zeal. By 1968 there were
over 6,000 Christians and catechumens in its parish, while 65 teachers taught
1,450 children in its five schools, and the secondary school for girls, taught by
Precious Blood Sisters, enrolled 120 students.
After 55 years in East Africa, he returned at the age of 79 to Ireland. At the
Kimmage Mission House for the retired, he could celebrate at the age of 98 the
70th anniversary of his ordination in July 1993.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Nicolaus WAL TA 48 NETHERLANDS NL ZRE TZA
+ October 16, 1937 Gare
* January 20, 1889 Amsterdam
He was the youngest of six children born to a Frisian family, and his father had
served the Pope as a zouave when Rome was under siege in 1870. He had
already began working in an office, but desired to become a missionary and won
the plea.
In 1904 he entered the junior seminary that the Congregation had just opened in
rented quarters . . . above a tavern in Weert. Thus he was one of the charter
members of the budding new Dutch province. He made his vows at Chevilly on
October 28, 1911, did his senior studies there and, because of World War One,
finished them in Langonnet. He was ordained there on October 28, 1915.
The following year he became director of the seminary in Weert, now located in
its own building. Four years later, his desire to go to Africa could be fulfilled and he
was assigned to Katanga, Zaire. He stayed there in various places till 1924. All too
often ailing and unable to go on safari, he had to restrict his ministry to giving
religious instruction and administering the sacraments in the main station. But,
having followed a course in tropical medicine for non-doctors, he was also able to
help many of the sick who came to him.
In late 1924, at his own request, he was transferred to the healthier climate of
Kilimanjaro. Bp. Gogarty placed him first at Kibosho and then at Kilomeni as its
director. This station had remained without a resident priest for some years. With
patience and perseverance he gained back many lost sheep, while also making
some converts, despite the competition of five Protestant missions and Islamic
propaganda.
When on leave in 1931 he heard the doctors tell him that he would be dead in
one year if he went back to Africa. His answer was that he preferred to die with his
boots on there rather than stay at home. Placed successively at Mashati, Kilema
and Gare, he labored there unobtrusively till his death, not of a dreaded tropical
disease, but of pneumonia.
He suffered from his inability to move mountains, but learned to limit his zeal to
what concretely was possible for him, and left us the example of a missionary who
practiced the simplicity and poverty that Fr. Libermann had so often recommended
to his followers.
B. G. 38, 439 ff.
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Fr. J. Henri STRICK 89 BELGIUM NL TZA SW
* July 27, 1883 Hamont

+ August 4, 1982 Gennep

An older brother of Fr. Jacques Strick, he did his classical studies while in Weert
from 1907 on, learned to philosophize in Gernert, and made his vows there on
September 23, 1917. After beginning his theological studies in a war-emergency
facility in Weert, he could finish them in Louvain and was ordained there on
September 8, 1920.
He taught for three years at the junior seminary temporarily functioning in Gernert;
then he was found to have tuberculosis and had to spend some time at the
sanatorium in Montana, Switzerland.
On November 27, 1924 he could realize his dream and sail for East Africa as one
of a party of Spiritans destined for the Indian Ocean and Tanganyika. His
assignment carried him to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
Bp. Wilson sent him to Mandera, where the former vicar apostolic Bp. Munsch
was also residing and working as a simple missionary. A few years later, he
became the director of that mission. He worked there with great zeal for an
"unforgettable" eleven years in this already venerable (founded in 1877) mission,
where progress was slow but nonetheless steady.
In 1935 he was recalled to his home province to become master of novices. He
served as such for another eleven years, right through World War Two, giving a
solid religious formation to some two hundred novices.
From 1946 till 1955 he was Provincial Superior. As such, he reorganized the
Province after the troubles of being occupied for five years by enemy troops and
under a Nazi-imposed regime. He saw to it that property qualified teachers staffed
its houses of formation and education and, of course, stressed the religious life. He
was universally respected as a loving father and friend, who practiced what he
preached.
In 1955 he went to Switzerland as spiritual director of the communities in
Montana and Fribourg.
On his return to Holland, he became chaplain to a retirement facility in Gennep,
remaining active as such until a few years before his death.
In 1955, on the occasion of the golden jubilee of the Congregation's arrival in
Holland, the government had made him an officer in the Order of Orange Nassau.
Spinet, October 1982
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Fr. Albert FUCHS 64 ALSACE TZA F GNA
* May 29, 1897 Ranspach-le-Bas

+ October 10, 1961 Cayenne

Professed on October 3, 1921 at Orly, he did his senior studies at Chevilly, where
he was ordained on October 28, 1924.
On September 3 of the following year, he embarked for the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. Bp. Wilson stationed him at Mhonda to get acquainted with Africa.
Thereafter we find him at llonga and in 1932 at Vidunda.
Four years later he was in charge of the Mhonda mission, where Bp. Munsch also
resided. By then this mission counted some 2,500 parishioners among over 6,000
Mohammedans and some 8,000 followers of traditional local religions.
While on leave in 1938, he was retained in France to serve in his native Alsace.
He functioned there as novice master for the Brothers at Neufgrange and then
during the years of World War Two as superior of the Blotzheim and Neufgrange
communities.
From 1952 on he did ministry in Guiana in the small parishes of Montjoly and
Remire.
A sudden heart attack ended his life at the hospital of Cayenne.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Joseph STRAESSLE 76 SWITZERLAND HTI KEN ALG
* August 7, 1885 Butschwill
+ July 24, 1962 Oran, Algeria
He made his vows on October 6, 1908 at Chevilly, did his theology there and on
October 28, 1911 was also ordained in the same location.
His first assignment sent him to Haiti in 1914. He ministered there as a pastor in
Furey and Petionville for ten years. Exhausted by his strenuous work at a time
when World War One made relief impossible, he went to Europe in 1924 for
recuperation.
Transferred to the Vicariate of Zanzibar, he sailed for Mombasa on September
17, 1925. Sp. Neville appointed him to St. Austin's in Nairobi. In 1928 we find him
in charge of the Mbitini station, which had been started only a few years before. It
was uphill work, but he carried on for about six years without much success.
Thereafter, he assisted Fr. Michael Witte in Kabaa with its famous teachers training
school. His final post was in the Giriama mission.
In July 1938, after a leave at home, he returned to Haiti and worked there again in
the Petionville parish, entrusted to the Congregation.
After World War Two we find him at Miserghin. He remained there till the end of
his life, serving as pastor in one of the parishes attached to this home for the retired
and semi-invalids. An accident near Oran put an end to his life.
B.G. and E.P. passim.
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Br. Egidius SCHIPHORST NETHERLANDS B
* March 2, 1903 Dordrecht, N.H.

F KEN

After his profession on October 22, 1922 at Baarle Nassau, he worked for a few
years in Lier, Belgium, and in the Mother House in Paris.
On October 29, 1925 he sailed for East Africa. He worked there in Kenya at
Kabaa under Fr. Michael Witte, "rendering great services" and on the way to being
"a very precious assistant." Four years later, we find him at Limuru.
Returning to Europe in 1934, he went to the Congregation's sanatorium for
tubercular patients. He appears to have withdrawn from the Congregation shortly
thereafter.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Augustine ASSMANN GERMANY TZA USA
* May 24, 1893 Wurdingshausen, Westphalia
He did his classical studies in Gennany and then went to the U.S.A. before World
War One began. He worked in Detroit for a manufacturing company and also
attended classes at the Commerce and Finance School of the local Jesuit
university. In 1919 he joined the Congregation and made his vows at Ferndale on
July 3, 1920. He did his senior studies there and was ordained a priest on August
28, 1924. Unofficially he modified his name to Ausmann.
In 1925 he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He served there successively at
Kilema, Mbugwe, Kondoa lrangi, which was soon to be handed over to the
Passionists' new Prefecture of Dodoma. Finally he worked at the Arusha station
that had been opened in 1925. He was all alone there while the obstacles were
many and success was meager.
After eleven years in the vicariate he returned in 1935 to the U.S.A. He was
assigned there to Holy Spirit parish, Chippewa Falls, WI, and from 1939 on at St.
Anthony's, Millvale, PA.
Family circumstances made him join the diocesan clergy of the La Crosse
diocese in 1941. Death came to him in 1950.
Arch. CSSp., U.S.A.
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Bp. John W. HEFFERNAN 82 IRELAND IRL MTQ TT KEN
+ March 20, 1966 Kimmage
* September 11, 1883 Kilmanihan, Brosna, C. Kerry
He entered Rockwell in 1895 and proved to be an excellent student and a keen
athlete. Sent to France, he made his vows at Chevilly on August 28, 1904 and then
returned to Ireland for four years of prefecting at Blackrock, while also pursuing a
B.A. degree. While finishing his theology studies at Chevilly, he was ordained
there on October 28, 1912.
He then spent three years in the sanatorium for tubercular patients in Montana,
Switzerland, after which he was appointed for Martinique in 1916. Soon, however,
he transferred to Trinidad and taught there while also being dean of discipline till
1923. In that year, he had to return to Europe to take care of his weak lungs.
In 1925 he could sail for the mild climate of Kenya's high lands. Bp. Neville
placed him there in Nairobi as an assistant at St. Austin's parish. He was still
serving there in that capacity when in 1932 the Holy See named him Vicar
Apostolic of the vicariate. He was ordained a bishop on June 19, 1932 at
Kimmage, just before the opening of the International Eucharistic Congress in
Dublin.
For thirteen years he governed the vicariate that was to become the Archdiocese
of Nairobi and put great emphasis on education. He placed Fr. Michael Witte in
charge of opening the Teachers Training College at Kabaa, whose fame would
spread all over Kenya; he opened a junior seminary and a second high school.
For the children of the many Europeans who had settled in Kenya he founded St.
Mary's College. (Later it would enroll also Africans.)
At the outbreak of World War Two he released twelve of his priests to take care of
the missions that had been served by the Consolata Fathers, who were interned as
enemy aliens.
He introduced the Legion of Mary to East Africa and secured Carmelite sisters for
his vicariate; he also invited Bp. Joseph Shanahan of Nigeria to come and spend
his retirement years in Kenya.
Ailing again, he resigned in 1945 and spent his remaining years at Blackrock and
Kimmage. Two decades later, he died at a much older age than his weak health
would have allowed anyone to predict in his younger years.
IBN March 20; Rockwell College Annual; SWWW 761
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Abp. John J. McCARTHY 86 IRELAND TZA KEN
* April 28, 1896 Milton Marbay, Co. Clare

+ January 13, 1983 Dublin

He studied and played rugby at Rockwell before entering the novitiate at
Kimmage in 1915; there he also made his profession one year later. Among his
fellow novices we find two other future archbishops, John C. McQuaid of Dublin
and Charles Heerey of Onitsha, Nigeria. After earning his B.A. at the University
College of Dublin, he prefected at Rockwell and Blackrock. He became a priest on
June 21, 1925.
His first appointment took him to East Africa for the Morogoro m1ss1on in
Tanganyika. He quickly learned Swahili and became Educational Secretary of the
Bagamoyo vicariate. As such, he started the Teacher Training College in
Morogoro.
In 1933 he was recalled to Ireland and became master of novices in Kilshane, a
new foundation. Three years later, however, the Apostolic Delegate had him
recalled to East Africa to become Secretary General of Education for all of
Tanganyika's mission schools.
When World War Two broke out and all Italian and other enemy aliens had to
leave, including the Apostolic Delegate, Abp. Riberi, the Holy See made him
Regent of its Delegation in Nairobi. In this position, Fr. McCarthy served as the link
between the Holy See and some 70 dioceses in East and West Africa. Moreover,
communications with Rome were difficult then, so that he personally had to resolve
many delicate problems, including the call for the resignation of ailing Bp. John
Heffernan, CSSp, who was no longer able to administer his vast territory of the
Zanzibar vicariate (it covered a large part of Kenya plus the islands of Zanzibar and
Pemba).
After Bp. Heffernan's resignation in 1945, Fr. McCarthy himself was the Holy
See's choice as his successor. He was ordained a bishop October 27, 1946 at
Nairobi. As such, he presided over the development of the vicariate into what at
the end of his term of office was to become six dioceses. He officiated at the
blessing of one hundred new churches, encouraged seventeen congregations of
Sisters to work in the diocese and founded one himself: the African Congregation
of the Sisters of the Assumption.
He fostered the growth of the native church in his territory and realized that
colonial empires were going to disappear.' He sympathized with the African's right
to independence, while rejecting violent expressions of that desire. He managed
to gain the esteem of Jomo Kenyatta, the leader of the Mau Mau emergency. It was
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an unwritten rule that Mau Mau adherents were not to interfere with missionary
work. In 1953 he was raised to the rank of Archbishop.
After Independence had been given to Kenya, Abp. McCarthy offered to resign in
favor of an African priest, but was told that Kenyatta wanted him to stay on for some
time yet. After the silver jubilee of his episcopal ordination in 1971, he was finally
allowed to resign; he was then 75 years old.
He was praised for always being approachable, prepared to listen and to allow
initiatives, as well as exceptionally kind to people in distress. Others thought that
he had become too set in his ideas, which is, of course, the reason why 75 is the
age when bishops must offer their resignation.
Retiring to Ireland in 1972, he lived for some time with his brother in Kildare, until
his infirmities necessitated his transfer to Kimmage. There he died in 1983.
IBN Jan. 13
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Br. Amandus (Alois) HUGI 89 ALSACE
* September 14, 1884 Rheinau

D CAN TZA
+ April 24, 1974 Wolxheim

He was an apprentice tailor with musical talents when he joined the
Congregation at Knechtsteden in 1900. He perfected himself in both of these arts
during his formative years. Professed on December 8, 1902 at Knechtsteden, he
tailored and played the organ there till 1909 and then taught music at Broich's
Junior Seminary for twelve years.
In 1921 he was appointed to Canada, where he performed the same task for five
years at St. Alexander College.
In 1926 he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. For 35 years he taught music at
the seminary in Kilema, St. Patrick's Teachers Training School in Singa Chini and
at the Brothers' novitiate in Maua. Some of his musical compositions were
published in Alsace.
For many years also he was the director and novice master of the African
Brothers at Maua. Versatile as he was, he also laid out beautiful gardens in
several places.
Being 79 years old in 1963, he retired to Alsace. He lived long enough to
celebrate the 70th anniversary of his religious profession and died two years later,
leaving the memory of a deeply committed and devoted missionary.
MOP 716; SWWW 964
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Fr. Francis GRIFFIN 89 IRELAND IRL TZA F
* September 16, 1893 Kilmurry, lbriken,
Co. Clare

+ September 6, 1983 Rockwell

He entered Rockwell in 1907 for his classical studies and made his vows on
September 8, 1912 at Kimmage. After three years of prefecting at Blackrock and
attending the University College of Dublin, he was sent to Fribourg. He earned a
licentiate in theology summa cum laude and was ordained there on December 18,
1920.
After teaching at Kimmage and being dean of discipline at Rockwell, he received
his appointment to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro.
On May 13, 1926 he accompanied its bishop Henry Gogarty to East Africa. He
served there successively at Tanga, Arusha and Kilema. In 1931 he became the
local head of this mission.
When the bishop died in that same year, he served as the apostolic administrator
of the vicariate. In 1933 the Holy See named Fr. Joseph Byrne as Bp. Gogarty's
successor. This was contrary to expectations but necessary because the vicariate
had been entrusted to the U.S.A. Province of the Congregation and Fr. Byrne
happened still to be an American citizen from his days in the U.S.A.
Thus Fr. Griffin went to the Mother House in Paris to take over the position Fr.
Byrne had held there for a number of years as a member of the Congregation's
general council.
He remained there for 29 years, being elected himself Superior General in 1950,
the first non-Frenchman in nearly 250 years to hold that position.
He was a strict upholder of the rules then in vogue, and had a tendency to be
gruff in rendering his decisions, as well as not as easily accessible as his
predecessors, two features that were quite different from his way of acting before
he was elected. They seemed to have flown from his feeling that he was not the
right man for the job and an attempt to do justice to what he saw as his duties.
When after twelve years he rejoined the ranks, he became again the charming
confrere he used to be before 1950. During his term of office the Congregation's
membership grew to over 5,000.
Returning to Rockwell at the age of 69, he remained vigorous for twenty more
years and continued to teach almost till his death from a heart attack.
IBN September 6; Spiritan News Aug.-Oct. 1983
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Fr. Michael FINNEGAN 78 IRELAND KEN TZA IRL TT
+ August 23, 1975 Port of Spain, TT
* September 18, 1896 Danmore,
Co. Galway
A brother of Fr. Patrick Finnegan, he entered Rockwell in 1912, made his vows at
Kimmage on September 8, 1916, prefected while also studying for a B.A. at the
University College of Dublin, and did his theological studies at Kimmage, Blackrock
and Rathmines. He was ordained on June 19, 1925 in Dublin.
On October 20, 1926 he sailed for the Zanzibar vicariate. He served there
successively at St. Peter Claver, Nairobi, in Sura as director of that mission, and as
pastor of Holy Spirit Church, Mombasa.
During World War Two he went to the Nyeri vicariate to help staff the missions
whose Italian Consolata Fathers had been interned as enemy aliens. After that war
we find him stationed at Kalimoni.
He was also ttie right hand man of Bp. Heffernan from 1932 to the bishop's
resignation in 1945, and he served as Spiritan District Superior from 1937 to 1947.
In 1947 he was appointed Provincial Superior in Ireland, but resigned within a
few weeks and went to Trinidad. There he taught mainly at St. Mary's College for
about 25 years.
Two years before his death, he had to have both legs amputated, but he
continued to work in the accounting office till shortly before his golden jubilee as a
priest in June 1975.
Then his health deteriorated rapidly and he died a few months later.
IBN August 23; SWWW 995
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Fr. Piet BUKKEMS 68 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
+ January 15, 1969 Geldrop N. B.
* June 28, 1900 Someren, N.B.
He began his classical studies in 1912 at Weert, made his vows on October 5,
1920 at Neufgrange, went to Chevilly for his higher studies and was ordained on
October 28, 1925 in Paris.
On November 6, 1926 he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. After one year at
Vidunda, he was placed at Mhonda and three years later at llonga. In 1931 he
became a teacher and soon after director of the trade school in Morogoro. Two
years later he returned to llonga as its director. He would remain there till 1937. By
then this station had about 3,000 parishioners.
After a leave in Holland, which he spent doing promotional work, he was
assigned to Tegetero in 1938. There he really came into his own. He acquired
great influence among the Walaguru of the area. For many years he was the only
white man in the area. He knew everybody and became not only their priestjl" but
also their counselor in worldly affairs, their judge, doctor, veterinarian, technician
and above all their farmer. The Walaguru gave him the ceremonial rank of
headman or elder of their clan. Despite the criticism of some of his confreres, who
looked upon it as "paganism," he assumed the garb of his rank: a blue turban on
his head, a stiff red-checkered sash over his right shoulder, a bangle on his left
wrist and a carved axe over his left shoulder. He countered his critics by pointing
out that one cannot Christianize "heathen" customs without first acquiring a
thorough understanding of them.
In 1952, after 28 years in the service of Africa, he returned to Holland. He carried
with him a large collection of African artifacts, which he exhibited in the Berg en Dal
residence of the Spiritans. They formed the nucleus from which later the African
Museum would develop, drawing some 100,000 visitors a year.
After a few years as chaplain in a retirement home, he himself entered the
Congregation's own home for the aged in Gennep.
He died suddenly in a hospital.
Arch. CSSp Gernert; Peter Pels, Critical
about his role as headman.

Matters.

Amsterdam, 1993 (diss.), pp. 1-6
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Fr. Patrick J. HEWITT 81 IRELAND TT TZA IRL
+ February 12, 1979 Rathcoole, IRL
• March 14, 1897 Carrick-on-Suir,
Co. Tipperary
Like his brother Jim, who became Brother Patrick, he joined the Congregation.
He did his classical studies at Rockwell and made his vows on April 25, 1917 at
Kimmage. His senior studies were interrupted by four years of prefecting at St.
Mary's College, Trinidad, in 1919. He did his theology at Rathmines and
Blackrock, where he was ordained on June 26, 1926.
On September 15 of the following year he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
He worked there for about two years before being assigned to the teaching staff of
the interviciarial St. James Seminary, then located at Kilema in the Vicariate of
Kilimanjaro.
He retained this position till 1946, except for the years 1934-1937, when he
functioned as novice master for the Brothers in Ireland.
From 1946 to 1961 he was again in Ireland at the Brothers' novitiate. Once more,
however, Africa called him back and he worked for another five years in the
Diocese of Moshi.
Retiring in 1961 to Kimmage, he could celebrate the golden jubilee of his
ordination there in 1976, three years before his death.
IBN February 12; SWWW 1062
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Fr. William DANAHER 76 IRELAND TZA IRL KEN
* August 9, 1898 Shanagolden, Co. Limerick

+ July 25, 1975 Nairobi

He did his classical studies at Blackrock till 1917, made his vows on September
15, 1918 at Kimmage and did his philosophy at Rathmines while also earning a
B.A. at the University College in 1921. After prefecting for three years at Rockwell,
he completed his theology at Blackrock, where he was also ordained on June 23,
1926.
On September 15, 1927 he embarked for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. Bp.
Gogarty sent him to the mountain mission of Kilomeni, but soon after his
educational qualities were put to work by teaching assignments: first at St.
Patrick's Training School for teachers-catechists in Uru (later transferred to
Kibosho and then to Singa Chini). He became its director in 1932.
After a leave in Ireland in 1936, where he functioned as chaplain to the Holy
Rosary sisters, he worked briefly at Mashati, but soon returned to teaching at
Kilema's Junior Seminary and St. Patrick'sTraining School for teachers.
In 1968 we find him back in Ireland and attached to Kimmage, but he appears to
have returned soon to East Africa to spend his remaining years--he was in his
seventies then--in Kenya. He made himself useful in his old age in and around
Nairobi.
He died suddenly in his residence after nearly half a century in East Africa.
IBN July 25

290
318

Fr. Francis J. FITZGERALD 78 USA TZA USA
+ November 2, 1975 Norwalk, CT
* April 30, 1897 Boston
He had done his high school and junior college studies at North East, PA, with
the Redemptorists and had spent some time in their novitiate when, highly
recommended, he applied to our Congregation. Professed at Ridgefield on
September 26, 1922, he continued his studies at Ferndale, where he was also
ordained on August 28, 1926.
On November 10, 1927 he sailed from Marseille for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
He served there consecutively at Mhonda and Bagamoyo before becoming
director of the Mandera mission.
After a home leave around 1937, he returned to East Africa, but was recalled one
year later to be bursar of the Ferndale senior seminary and community. Six years
later he became pastor of the busy African-American St. Mark's parish in New
York's Harlem sector. He ministered there for a decade.
In 1955 he was appointed superior of the Cornwells Junior Seminary. In 1959 he
became a pastor again for eleven years in North Tiverton, RI.
He had been ailing off and on for many years but carried on valiantly. In 1970 he
retired, spending his remaining years mostly in Ferndale and then at a nearby
convalescent home till his death.
He was a priest who had earned the gratitude of his parishioners for his zealous
service, the confidence of his superiors for his competence, and the appreciation of
his confreres for his fraternal presence.
SWWW 998; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Jan van den DUNGEN 73 NETHERLANDS
* March 7, 1898 Utrecht

NL KEN PTG BRZ
+ February 29, 1972 Foz de Jutai
Amazonas, Brazil

He did his classical studies at Weert from 1910 on, made his vows on September
23, 1920 in Gernert and did his senior studies at Louvain, where he was ordained
on October 28, 1923.
After a few years of teaching in the junior seminaries of Gernert and Weert, he
received his appointment to Africa.
On November 10, 1927 he was one of a party of seven Spiritans and one lay
associate who sailed for East Africa and various islands in the Indian Ocean. His
own destination was the Vicariate of Zanzibar. Bp. Neville placed him in the busy
harbor town of Mombasa at Holy Spirit Church, which by then had developed into a
parish of some 3,000 Christians and over 500 catechumens. Later we find him in
Nairobi at St. Austin's and at Limuru.
In June 1934 he returned to Europe, spent some time in the Mother House in
Paris and was then sent to Portugal. There he taught for eleven years at the junior
seminary in Braga.
When in 1946 the Dutch Province of the Congregation took over the Prefecture of
Tefe in the Amazonas area of Brazil, he became interested in working there and in
1947 he was transferred to it. He was to work there for the remaining 25 years of
his life, first at Fonte Boa and then from 1950 on at Faz de Jutai, a newly staffed
parish in the upper reaches of the Solimoes and Jutai rivers. The town itself had a
population of some 2,000, while another 2,000 lived and worked in small
settlements along the rivers.
He was there, in what has been called "the Green Hell," a newspaper wrote, not
just the priest, but also "the teacher, judge, doctor and friend of all," showing by
word and example what it means to be a true Christian by his sacrifice, dedication
and willingness to listen and work for the improvement of the people's conditions.
Three or four months a year he would travel over the rivers to the people living
along the banks in small settlements.
He died suddenly of a heart attack.
Queen Juliana of Holland had decorated him for his devotion to those neglected
people by giving him the Order of Orange Nassau.
Spinet 111 and Arch. CSSp, Gernert
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Fr. John F. KELLY 69 GREAT BRITAIN TZA USA
* February 11, 1898 Redcar, Yorkshire

+ July 16, 1967 Tiverton, RI

An Irish immigrant to the U.S.A., he had attended a primary school in Ireland
before entering Cornwells in 1916. He was professed on August 15, 1922 at
Ridgefield, CT, and did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was also ordained
on August 28, 1926.
In the fall of the following year he travelled to Europe to embark, together with Fr.
Francis Fitzgerald, on November 10, 1927 at Marseille for East Africa's Kilimanjaro
vicariate. Sp. Gogarty assigned him to Ufiomi. From there he went to Umbugwe as
director of that station. Since this station was close to Ufiomi, he was also in
charge of this place.
In 1936 he went back to the U.S.A. on leave, but returned to Kilimanjaro just
before World War Two. He was then stationed at Korogwe but in charge of the
Mazinde area.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1948, he served for eleven years successively in
African-American parishes in Louisiana, Detroit and Philadelphia. Then his health
began to fail and he was assigned lighter duties as chaplain to a convent school in
Parkersburg, WV.
One year later, however, he could return to full duty in an African-American parish
in Opelousas, LA. The final five years of his life were spent as pastor in Tiverton,
RI. He died there of a heart attack.
During his many years of ministering in slum areas among poverty-stricken
people he had absorbed some of their ways of acting and speaking. This made
some outsiders view him as uncouth. But even his critics could not deny that he
was a humble, self-effacing priest who worked zealously, no matter where he was
sent.
O.P. October 1967; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Thomas P. McVICAR 65 IRELAND TT TZA KEN
+ March 13, 1967 Mombasa
* November 17, 1901, Newbridge, Co. Kildare
He entered Blackrock in 1914 and began his senior studies there in 1919 when
he was found to be afflicted with tuberculosis. At that time a hot climate was still
recommended for weak lungs; so he was sent to Trinidad to prefect for five years at
St. Mary's College.
He had a reputation as a formidable athlete in Ireland and in Trinidad he also
played soccer for the school. He is still remembered for a spectacular penalty kick
which broke both wrists of the goalie who tried to stop the ball. And that young man
was the champion athlete of the island. Of course, the story may have grown in the
retelling as the feat was circling the globe. I personally heard it in Europe from
someone who had heard the tale in Africa.
His lungs, however, remained weak, despite his athletic feats and the hot West
Indian climate. He could make his vows at Orly on October 26, 1927, but returning
to rain-soaked Ireland was not recommended. Then Bp. Wilson invited him to
come to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo to finish his studies there.
On January 19, 1928 he sailed for his destination; five years later, on October 8,
1933, he was ordained by Bp. Munsch. He worked at Mandera, Mhonda and
Morogoro till 1938 when he was transferred to the Vicariate of Zanzibar and went to
reside first in Nairobi and then for about twenty-five years in Mombasa.
His precarious health limited his missionary work to those who could come to
him. However, he became an expert in Swahili and thus could reach a much
larger public when he succeeded Fr. Loogman as editor of the .fuui.hl Y.fil.Y. paper.
He wrote or translated many articles for it. And at home he became a counselor
whose advice was sought out by both Africans and Europeans, including the
bishop.
IBN March 13; SWWW 785
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Br. Savinus (William) van GROOTEL NETHERLANDS KEN TZA BRZ
* September 28, 1902 Buggenum, L
He made his vows on October 29, 1927 at Baarle Nassau and on January 19,
1928 sailed for East Africa's Vicariate of Zanzibar. Bp. Neville placed him there at
Kabaa under Fr. Witte, who had a team of Brothers working at the construction of
his schools. Later we find him in Sura (1934), Nairobi's St. Austin's mission (1936)
and then Sura again (1939).
After World Two he worked at Mangu (1947) and again at St. Austin's. In 1950 he
was transferred to Brazil to help staff the Prelature of Tefe in the Amazonian
jungles. We find him there at the Manaus procure.
He returned to Tanganyika in 1959 in the service of the Diocese of Moshi, at Fr.
Michael Witte's training school for African boys, and in 1968 at St. James Junior
Seminary.
Opting at a late age for the priesthood, he joined the Opus Spiritus Sancti and
was ordained on March 6, 1971 at the age of 69.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Br. M. Michael BROSENS 64 BELGIUM NL B TZA
* July 28, 1889 Wortel

+ August 14,

1953 Lier, B.

A gardener by trade, he made his vows at Baarle Nassau on June 9, 1919 and
served in the Congregation's formation houses in Belgium and Holland for about
eight years.
His departure for East Africa appears to have gone unrecorded, but early in 1928
he was stationed at Bagamoyo. Thereafter he worked at Mandera, under Fr. Henri
Strick, and at Maskati.
He was happy to be in Africa, but late in 1933 he became ill and had to go back to
Europe for an operation. While waiting for it, he spent his time making himself
useful in the Louvain community. To his disappointment the operation does not
appear to have allowed him to go back to the tropics.
He spent the two remaining decades of his life in the formation houses of
Belgium, edifying all by his industriousness and religious spirit.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. James J. WHITE 90 IRELAND TZA KEN IRL
* December 10, 1895 Kilmoyler, Cahir
Co. Tipperary

+ May 22, 1986 Kimmage

A brother of the Fathers Edward and Paul, he studied at Rockwell from 1914 to
1917, prefected for three years there, and made his vows on September 14, 1921.
During his theological studies he was ordained on June 19, 1927 in Dublin.
On September 27, 1928 he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He was
stationed at Morogoro, where there was a large Teachers Training School. Illness
drove him back to Ireland in 1932.
There he became the dean of discipline at Rockwell till 1937. Though totally
dedicated, he had his own unconventional ways of speaking and acting which
gave rise to a large collection of anecdotes about him. After being superior of the
Kilshane novitiate for three years, he ran a farm during the years of World War Two,
thereby securing a much-needed supply of food for the bulging seminary in
Kimmage. (He had acquired some agricultural experience before he joined the
Congregation.)
In 1947 at last he could return to East Africa, this time to the Vicariate of Zanzibar.
We find him there first at the new station of Muthale, then in the early 1960s in
Mbooni, a busy annex of Machakos, and from 1968 in the equally busy annex of
Kilimambogo, called Matuu.
Failing eyesight and deafness caused him to retire in the 1970s to the Mission
House of Kimmage for the remainder of his long life.
He was known as a hard worker who did not spare himself and took for granted
that others would always work as hard and as vigorously as himself. He loved to
argue and debate but was not known for willingness to admit defeat. When his
brother Paul retired to the same community, the two could be seen walking around
in the garden exchanging, as usual, colorful and even heated language. Then they
woul_d continue their walk together, reciting the rosary.
IBN May22
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Fr. Michael Laurence MURREN 69 IRELAND KEN IRL
* July 20, 1898 Castlegar, Headford
+ December 29, 1967 Blackrock
Co. Galway
Larry, as he was called, finished his classical studies
prefected for one year at Rockwell and then was professed
Kimmage. After doing some more prefecting and studies,
1922 from the University College of Dublin. During his
Blackrock, he was ordained in 1927.

at Blackrock in 1916,
on August 17, 1918 at
he earned his B.A. in
theological studies at

On September 27, 1928 he embarked for the Vicariate of Zanzibar. He taught
there for several years at the famous Teachers Training College of Kabaa, founded
by Fr. Michael Witte, and then was sent to Nairobi's St. Austin's Church, where Bp.
Heffernan resided. He became its pastor and was also a member of the bishop's
council and an assistant to him.
As such, he took an important initiative in 1939 when a group of laymen
requested that a Catholic high school be opened in Nairobi. Together with two
other Fathers, he accepted the proposal, while the bishop was still absent-he had
gone to Europe to attend the General Chapter of the Congregation. In this way the
school could open in time for the academic year. He became its first and
provisional director until the bishop returned and named Fr. Kevin Devinish to that
position. Saint Mary's School, as it was called, was destined to become the
leading school in Kenya. At first its enrollment was limited to white students, but
this racial discrimination was dropped later.
Ill health caused him to return to Ireland in 1946 and he joined the staff of
Blackrock as dean of the day students. He retained this position for five years and
was known as the "most gentle of masters."
As his health continued to deteriorate, it progressively affected his speech and
movements until he was helpless. He bore it all valiantly, ever grateful and
appreciative to the nurse who tended him.
IBN December 29
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Fr. John R. MARX
USA KEN PR USA
* April 8, 1900 Port Huron, Ml
He studied at Campion High School and College and the University of Detroit,
1914-1922, before he entered the Congregation and made his vows at Ridgefield
on August 23, 1923. During his theology studies in Ferndale, he was ordained
there on August 27, 1927.
On October 11, 1928 he sailed with several others to East Africa, having received
an appointment to the Vicariate of Zanzibar. He worked there for eight years at
Sura.
After a home leave in 1936, he ministered consecutively at Giriama for one year,
and three years at Riruta before being appointed to Teto. Each change meant
learning new languages; he learned to speak five of them. He also taught at
Kabaa under Fr. Witte. His work there earned high praise from the bishop and his
confreres. During the years of World War Two he also worked in the Nyeri
vicariate.
Returning to the States in 1945, he served for one year in Barceloneta, Puerto
Rico, before being appointed to a parish in Detroit for five years and then to
Okmulgee, OK, for four years.
From 1957 on he served in the African American parishes in Philadelphia and at
St. Joseph House in the same city.
In 1973 he went into retirement, first in Washington, then in Sarasota, FL, and
finally in Bethel Park, PA. He celebrated the 70th anniversary of his profession
there in 1993.
Arch. CSSp, USA
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Fr. Thomas Charles DOOLEY 59 USA TZA USA
* May 19, 1903 Waterbury, CT

+ March 9, 1963 New York

A brother of Fr. Edward Dooley, Charles, as he wanted to be called, entered
Cornwells in 1918, was professed at Ridgefield on August 15, 1923, did his senior
studies at Ferndale and was ordained there on August 27, 1927.
From Marseille he sailed on October 11, 1928, together with seven other
Spiritans, to various destinations in East Africa and the Indian Ocean. His own
assignment was for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He served there successively at
Bagamoyo, Mgeta and Mhonda.
Transferred to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro after this mission was taken over by the
American Province in 1934, he taught at St. James Junior Seminary for a few
years.
Going home on leave in 1939, he was taken by surprise by the outbreak of World
War Two and arrived in October after a "nerve-wracking voyage" across the
Atlantic. Fearing to be "stuck" there for the duration, he went back in December of
the same year.
The war, however, caught up with him in Africa: he became
chaplain to African troops in 1941 and as such saw service in Somalia, East Africa,
Sri Lanka and India.
Frequent illnesses led to his discharge in 1945 and he was sent back to the
U.S.A. He served there in African-American parishes in Louisiana and Oklahoma
till 1955 and then for ten years at St. Emma Academy in Virginia. His final
appointment was to St. Mark's in Harlem, New York in 1961.
He died two years later in St. Clare's Hospital.
He felt that he was often misunderstood and it hurt, but he rarely complained
about it. In later years he gave up hope of ever being understood and said," I have
concluded now that it is no longer pertinent" and what really matters is "that we
understand what God wants of us and try to measure up to it." He tried, but did not
always succeed.
O.P. March 1963; 19 ff.; SWWW 724; Arch. CSSp, USA
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Fr. James Andrew MARRON 85 USA TZA USA
* January 29, 1902 Greenwich, CT
+ November 15, 1987 Bethel Park, PA
He entered Cornwells Junior Seminary in 1915 and made his profession in
Ferndale August 15, 1921. His senior studies there were interrupted by two years
of study and prefecting at Duquesne University Prep., 1923-25. Returning to
Ferndale, he attended the theology classes and was ordained a priest there August
27, 1927.
His first assignment took him on October 11, 1928 to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro.
He was destined to stay there for nearly forty years.
During that time he had the happiness of witnessing how the seed of
evangelization, planted and watered by other Spiritans since the 1860's began to
bloom and develop into a mighty tree-a fully established African church under its
own bishops in a independent nation.
In 1939 he became the Spiritan District's Superior of Kilimanjaro, a position he
held for twelve years. He was also Vicar General of the Bishop, with whom he
worked hand in hand, all over that territory. We find him there in education at St.
Patrick's College in Singa Chini, in formation at the Brothers' novitiate, and in
pastoral work in Rombo and Kilema.
Back in the U.S.A. at the age of 65, he served as hospital chaplain in Bay City, Ml.
Two years later we find him in Ferndale, where he remained very active. In 1979
he returned to Bay City, still rendering limited service.
Total retirement followed in 1986 in Bethel Park. After celebrating his diamond
jubilee in 1987, he died there in his sleep.
USA-East Newsletter, Dec. 1987; Arch. CSSp, USA
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Fr. Patrick McGILL 67 IRELAND KEN
* March 17, 1902 Glenmakeenan, Ballycastle,
Co. Antrim

+ January 17, 1970 Gatundu

He began his novitiate at Kimmage in 1923 and made his vows on September 9,
1924. Four years later he was ordained a priest.
On January 17, 1929 he sailed for the Vicariate of Zanzibar, where he was to
work for 40 years. By 1934 we find him in charge of the Mangu station.
After World War Two he was listed as pastor of Kiamgunu. During the Mau Mau
troubles of the 1950s he took over the running of twenty Kikuyu Independent
Schools when the colonial government had closed them. Although some
newspapers claimed that he had denounced the Mau Mau Movement as "utterly
anti-Christian and malevolent," and that therefore his life was in danger, not a hair
on his head perished. The Kikuyu realized that he stood firmly against the
excesses of those who violated human rights, no matter whether these violations
were committed by one or the other of the parties in conflict. For he was equally
vocal in his denunciations of injustice committed by whites. The Kikuyu honored
him by making him a Kikuyu Elder as "a man of God" and not a partisan of one
side.
In 1960 just before Kenya gained its independence, he served as the founding
pastor of a new parish at Karinga, which started out with some 6,000 Catholics and
an equal number of catechumens. Five years later he found himself in a similar
position at Gatundo, starting with some 10,000 Catholics and catechumens.
He died suddenly in his chair. The Kikuyu insisted that he be buried among them
in a place of honor as their Elder. And this was done.
He had "spent himself without ever counting the cost, . . . plowing a straight furrow
and died with his hand on the plough."
ISN January 17
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Sp. Eugene BUTLER 80 IRELAND IRL TZA KEN
* October 23, 1900 Belfast

+ May 3, 1981 Dublin

He had done office work before he entered the Congregation in 1920 and was
professed on September 3, 1921 at Kimmage. After doing philosophical studies at
Rathmines, he prefected for two years at Blackrock, attended theology classes
there and was ordained on June 17, 1928.
In October 1929 he embarked at Belfast for East Africa. Sp. Wilson assigned him
to Morogoro in the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He taught there at the Teachers
Training School and a few years later became its director. In 1936 he assumed the
duties of pastor in Mhonda.
During World War Two he served as secretary of the Apostolic Delegate in
Mombasa. After the war we find him as pastor of St. Francis Xavier Church in
Parkland, Nairobi, for ten years. At the same time, from 1953 on, he was also vicar
general of the Archbishop of Nairobi.
In 1957 the Holy See appointed him bishop of the new Diocese of Mombasa. He
was ordained a bishop on May 11, 1957 at Belfast in the same church where he
had been baptized.
He governed the diocese for two decades and during his administration a score
of new parishes and a seminary were founded. When he celebrated the golden
jubilee of his priesthood in 1978, the Holy See accepted his resignation.
Retiring to Ireland, he lived in the home of the Little Sisters of the Poor. He died
peacefully a few years later.
IBN May3

302
331

Fr. Thomas J. MAGUIRE 73 IRELAND KEN TZA USA
* August 24, 1896, Altachullion, Co. Cavin
+ January 6, 1970 Conway, AR, USA
He was a brother of Fr. James Maguire, CSSp., and a cousin of Fr. Thomas
Maguire, CSSp. After attending Blackrock, 1914-17, he entered the Kimmage
novitiate. Those were troublesome days in Ireland, then fighting to gain
independence and, because of fear of being conscripted, the novices were allowed
to go home for a short time. Tom did not return, saying he had not yet made up his
mind about joining a religious congregation. Instead, he migrated to the U.S.A.
In 1923 he applied for readmission in the U.S.A. and could begin his novitiate at
Ridgefield, CT, where he made a good impression. He pronounced his vows there
April 20, 1924. After his studies in Ferndale, CT, he was ordained there August 25,
1929 at the age of 32.
His first assignment took him on October 24, 1929 to East Africa, where we find
him stationed at Zanzibar and Tanga in present-day Tanzania, then at Bura and
Kabaa in Kenya, and during World War Two in Tanzania at Mango in the Peramiho
area, to replace German Benedictines who had been banned from the area.
After nearly twenty years in Africa, he returned to the U.S.A., serving first at St.
Benedict the Moor's parish in Pittsburgh and then in California at Riverside and in
Hemet till 1953. Next, he ministered at Notre Dame, Chippewa Falls, WI, and in Bay
City, Ml.
In 1960 he began to work in the African-American parishes of Holy Spirit,
Opelousas, LA, and Uganda Martyrs, Okmulgee, OK, until in 1967 he had a bad fall
and had to enter a hospital in New Mexico.
His years in Africa had taken their toll on his health: frequent bouts of malaria and
twice pneumonia. So, he was assigned in retirement to St. Joseph's, Conway,
AR, to do whatever he could still do. He died at the Conway Convalescent Home
and was buried in the St. Joseph's parish cemetery there.
He was a priest who loved people, the old and the young and the in-between, and
he had always plenty of time for them. In his charity he could see good in everyone.
O.P. May, 1970, 8; SWWW, 859; IBN January 6
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Fr. Joseph A. GRIFFIN 77 USA TZA USA
* May 7, 1902 Philadelphia

+ July 12, 1979 Pittsburgh

He entered Cornwells in 1918, was professed at Ridgefield on August 15, 1924
and did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was ordained on August 25, 1928.
On October 24, 1929 he embarked in Europe en route to the Vicariate of
Kilimanjaro. He worked there for twelve years. We find him stationed at Kondoa
lrangi, Ufiomi and Rombo.
During World War Two he served as a military chaplain in the United States.
After his release in 1947, he ministered mainly at St. Ann's, Millvale, PA for twelve
years, becoming its pastor in 1949. He then saw four years of service as a
chaplain in a Veterans hospital until in 1963 he became director of the AfricanAmerican St. Emma Academy in Virginia.
In 1966 illness made him retire to the Spiritan community on Duquesne
University campus. One year after celebrating his golden jubilee in 1978, he
entered a nursing home and died a few months later in Mercy Hospital.
SWWW 1069; Arch, CSSp, USA
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Fr. James T. KILBRIDE 71 USA TZA USA
* June 15, 1903 Waterbury, CT

+ July 2, 1974 West Hartford, CT

A graduate of La Salette College, he made his vows on April 20, 1924 at
Ridgefield, attended Ferndale for five years and was ordained there on August 25,
1928.
On October 24, 1929 he sailed from Europe to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He
taught there at the St. James Seminary for three years.
Doctors ordered him home in late 1932 because of high blood pressure. For
seven years he taught at Cornwells before doing pastoral ministry in Philadelphia
and Portsmouth.
During World War Two he was an army chaplain and saw extensive duty
overseas, including West Africa. After his release in 1947, he served AfricanAmericans at St. John Baptist parish in Dayton, OH, and at St. Emma Academy in
Virginia till 1972.
As his infirmities increased, he was transferred to a nursing home near his home
town. He died there two years later.
SWWW 969; Arch. CSSp, USA
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Fr. J. W. Gerard SCHEERDER 80 NETHERLANDS TZA
• January 24, 1904 Haarlem
+ January 8, 1985 Gennep
A brother of Fr. Harry Scheerder, he followed the classical program at Weert from
1917 on, was professed at Orly on September 8, 1924, and went to Louvain for his
higher studies. He was ordained there on July 7, 1929.
On September 5, 1930 he embarked for East Africa, for he had been assigned to
the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. After a few years at Mgeta Bp. Hilhorst sent him to
Singiza in the Uluguru mountains.
This station had been founded in 1931, but he became in 1936 the first one to
reside there. It was an isolated station, some two days of trekking away from the
nearest manned mission. He got the task of developing it and gave himself
wholeheartedly to it. He was a keen observer of the people, their mentality and
their customs, and they learned to respect him. When he left Singiza in the 1950s,
he could hand over to his successors a flourishing local church with over 5,000
parishioners, some 40 teachers and catechists and 1,800 children in its schools.
He also served for some time in various other localities, such as Matombo,
Mhonda, Mgolele, Mtombozi and Morogoro. At one time he was also vicar general
of his bishop.
His health was never very good, despite all the precautions the doctors imposed
on him. Frequently he needed hospitalization and in 1965 he had to return home
for retirement at the relatively young age of 61. But he did not spend his years at
the Gennep facility in idleness. His well-known punctuality in everything made him
the right-hand man of the bursar as his bookkeeper; moreover, he found all kinds of
ways of making himself useful as much as he could.
Seriously ailing from several diseases, he declined rapidly in the fall in 1984. His
death left the memory of a dedicated priest and an obliging confrere.
Spinet 85/2
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Fr. James C. NEVILLE 83 IRELAND IRL TZA
+ October 24, 1982 Mbokumu, TZA
* December 18, 1898 Abbeylands,
Rathkeale, Co. Limerick
He attended Blackrock, 1912-19, prefected for three years at Rockwell, made his
vows in 1923 at Kimmage, and did his senior studies at Rathmines and Blackrock.
He was ordained on June 16, 1929 in Dublin.
On September 15, 1930 he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro, where he was
destined to remain for half a century. After getting his introduction to Africa in
Kilema, we find him in 1934 at St. Patrick's Teachers Training School in Singa
Chini.
Just before World War Two, he went on leave; thereafter all his efforts would be
devoted to pastoral duties. We can name Korogwe and Moshi as places where he
functioned as pastor.
In 1960 he went to open a new station at Mbokomu, near Moshi. Frail-looking
though he was, he remained vigorous enough to cycle tirelessly wherever his
duties called him. He retained his position as pastor almost to the very end.
Inclined to be very conservative, he did not take kindly to all the changes that
came about after Vatican Council Two. Yet he possessed a good sense of humor
that helped him endure it all, while trusting that in his own time the Good Lord
would straighten out everything. He himself had written a significant page in the
history of the local church.
IBN October 24
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Fr. Desmond CONNAUGHTON 57 IRELAND KEN
* August 6, 1905 Harold's Cross, Terenure
Co. Dublin

+ November 21, 1962 Dublin

He attended Blackrock for three years till 1923, made his vows on August 26,
1924 at Kimmage, did his senior studies at Blackrock, and was ordained on June
16, 1929 in Dublin.
On September 16, 1930 he embarked for East Africa to serve in the Vicariate of
Zanzibar. He worked there for two years in Mombasa and then at Kalomeni. In
1934 he was placed in charge of the Holy Spirit Church and its works in Mombasa.
While on leave in 1938, he was retained for two years to direct the Willow Park
School; at the same time he studied modem printing for future use in Africa.
After serving briefly at Mbitini and Nairobi's St. Peter Claver Church, he
volunteered for chaplain duties during World War Two. As such, he was attached
to the Kenya, Middle East and India Command. In 1948 he assumed the
directorship of Kabaa Teachers Training School.
Three years later, seeing the shortage of chaplains capable of serving African
troops, he volunteered again for that duty. He was sent to the troops in Suez and
then from 1953 on to those in Kenya.
In 1959 a fall injured one of his legs and caused an embolism. When he seemed
cured after two hospitalizations, he undertook in 1961 a 1,500 mile long trip,
visiting the troops along the northern frontier. He took ill again, far away from
proper medical care. The military then discharged him from his duties.
Returning to Ireland, he spent the last year of his life in a Dublin hospital. He left
the memory of an "edifying thoroughness of devotion to his African flock, whether in
or out of the army, and of an unvarying charity."
IBN November 21
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Fr. John HEELAN 71 IRELAND GB KEN USA
* July 12, 1879 at Ballinvrina,
+ January 5, 1951 Opelousas, LA USA
Emly, Co. Tip.
An uncle of Fr. David Heelan, CSSp, John did his classical studies at Rockwell
and Blackrock, 1895-99, and then prefected at Rockwell till 1904. He could
pronounce his vows at Prior Park, England, on October 10, 1905, did his senior
studies at Chevilly and was ordained there October 28, 1909.
Assigned to Great Britain, he became director of the new junior seminary at
Castlehead, Lanes., and served there till 1921. Next, we find him at Blackrock as
teacher and dean of discipline for eight years. He was animated by high
principles, but many students found his way of enforcing discipline rather erratic.
The reason may have been his precarious health.
Ill health obliged him to go to Switzerland for an extended period o f
recuperation. Three years later, in 1931, he sailed for East Africa, where he
served at Mangu, Kenya. In 1936 his weak constitution forced him to take another
two years of recuperation in Europe.
In 1939 he went to the U.S.A. to serve in the Louisiana parishes for AfricanAmericans. After a brief stay at St. Paul's, Lafayette, he was appointed to Holy
Spirit, Opelousas, reportedly the largest African-American parish in the U.S.A. It
was to be the most fruitful appointment of his life. He had arrived there as a sick
and semi-retired priest, but soon was busier than ever. His devotion to the sick
and the poor became almost legendary. He learned to speak their Creole-French,
and the poverty-stricken congregation looked upon him as "their priest"-the only
one whom everyone wanted to consult about his or her woes. He was also much
sought-after by other priests as their confessor and guide.
When, fearing for his health, his superiors relieved him of responsibility for the
various missions attached to the parish, he increased his activities in the town
itself.
After twelve years of ministry in Louisiana, he died in the rectory of a flu attack
the doctor had diagnosed as mild. The funeral service was attended by so many
people that the overflow completely blocked the street to all traffic. Interment took
place at the Carencro, LA, community cemetery.
O.P. April 1951, 51ff.; SWWW, 589; IBN, Jan. 5.
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Fr. Thomas STANTON 39 GREAT BRITAIN TZA
+ February 13, 1943 Montana SW
* April 15, 1903 Dundee, Scotland
He was one of the thirty four novices who made their vows on September 8, 1925
at Orly and he did his senior studies at Chevilly, where he was ordained on
October 28, 1930.
On May 21, 1931 he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. After his introduction
to Africa in Mashati, he was assigned to teach in St. James Seminary at Kilema.
Ill with tuberculosis, he returned to Europe in 1938 or 1939. He went to the
Congregation's sanatorium in Montana hoping for a cure, but died there a few
years later.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Bernard SLEVIN 77 GREAT BRITAIN TZA GB
+ February 25, 1982 England ?
* February 28, 1904 Manchester
He made his vows on September 18, 1926 at Orly, studied at Chevilly, and was
ordained there on October 12, 1930.
On October 16 of the following year he embarked for East Africa's Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. Bp. Wilson assigned him to the Mgeta mission, which by then had
developed into a parish of 6,000 Catholics and was still growing at a fast rate.
Needing someone familiar with the British educational system, Bp. Hilhorst
transferred him around 1935 to Morogoro, his place of residence, as director of the
Teachers Training College.
World War Two surprised him while on leave in England and he became a
military chaplain to the British forces operating in Europe. As such, he paid a visit
to the senior seminary of the Dutch province in Gernert after the Nazi troops had
been dislodged and to his surprise found it fully operating and bulging with over a
hundred young priests waiting for transportation to their overseas assignments.
After the war he served successively in England as local bursar in Castlehead,
provincial treasurer, director of the late vocations work and editor o f
Calling.
His final years were spent acting as chaplain to the Royal Air Force, stationed at
Reading, Berks.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Thomas J. MAHER 89 IRELAND IRL KEN
* July 1, 1903 Lagganstown, New Inn,
Co. Tipperary

+ July 4, 1992 Dublin

After graduating from Rockwell, he prefected for three years at Blackrock, before
going to Kimmage for the novitiate. He made his vows there on August 24, 1925.
Toward the last year of his senior studies, he was ordained in Dublin on June 22,
1930.
On October 16, 1931 he sailed for East Africa's Vicariate of Zanzibar. He began
his mission there to the Kikuyu at Nairobi's St. Peter Claver Church and became its
pastor around 1938. By then it had developed into a flourishing parish of 4,000
Catholics and about 2,000 catechumens.
After World War Two we find him as military chaplain to the African troops in
Kenya. He would retain this function till 1962. Thereafter, he returned to St. Peter
Claver as its pastor. He remained active as such till the 1980s.
He was regarded as one of the most experienced missionaries in Kenya and
became a much-consulted man on all kinds of issues.
After half a century in Africa, he retired to Rockwell and, when he began to need
special care, to Kimmage. He could celebrate the diamond jubilee of his ordination
there in 1990 and died two years later.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Martin REIDY 82 IRELAND IRL KEN
* January 9, 1902 Newgrove, Tulla, Co. Clare

+ July 29, 1984 Nairobi

A brother of Fr. John Reidy, he attended Blackrock, 1917-21, made his vows on
August 26, 1922 at Kimmage and prefected for three years at Rockwell. He then
completed his studies at Blackrock and was ordained on June 22, 1930 in Dublin.
On October 16, 1931 he could sail for East Africa's Vicariate of Zanzibar. He was
destined to work there for the remainder of his long life. After teaching for a few
years at Kabaa's Teachers Training School, he became the director of the Kiambu
mission. Until 1980 we find him either there or in Limuru. These two missions
became the theatre of his zeal, and he had the happiness of seeing both develop
into large parishes.
During his last few years in Kiambu, he was no longer its pastor but did the work
of an assistant. His final two years were spent in retirement at St. Mary's School in
Nairobi.
Revered by the people and held in high esteem by his fellow-priests, he died after
53 years in Africa.
IBN July 29
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Fr. Richard GILLETT 49 GREAT BRITAIN GB TZA
* February 15, 1892 Wesham, Lanes.
+ September?, 1941 Peramiho
He made his vows on May 10, 1916 at Langonnet, did his philosophy there and
then was sent to Fribourg, SW for theology. He was ordained on February 25,
1920 at St. Maurice.
For the next ten years he taught and directed the junior seminary of the
Congregation in Castlehead, Lanes.
On November 2, 1931 he could sail for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He served
there for about six years at the Uru mission and then was appointed to teach at the
seminary in Kilema.
Due to wartime conditions details about his premature death are lacking.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. August WINGENDORF 85 GERMANY CAM GBN HTI TZA USA D
+ January 31, 1968 Cologne
* April 20, 1883 Mohrsbach, Rhineland
He was working as a commercial employee when his uncle Fr. Anton Zielenbach
took him along to the U.S.A. After attending Duquesne Prep. till 1907 , he took his
vows on August 8, 1908 at Ferndale and then went to Chevilly for his senior
studies. He was ordained there on October 28, 1911.
In 1912 he was sent to the Vicariate of Gabon, which at that time comprised also
part of Cameroon. He served there at Butika. When during World War One the
Allies captured Cameroon, he transferred to Libreville, Gabon. He taught there at
the junior seminary and did other ministry till 1928, except for a leave in the U.S.A.
in 1922.
Transferred to Haiti, he did pastoral duties at Petionville, but illness sent him in
1930 on an extended leave, which he spent in Germany.
Invited by the future Bp. Joseph Byrne to go to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro, he
sailed on July 19, 1932. He served there in the Pare region, at Arusha, where he
built a church, and at Umbwe.
After 15 years in Tanganyika, he returned to the U.S.A. in 1947. By then he was
64 years old and had lost much of his energy. He did light duties mostly in
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh.
In 1955 he went back to Germany, still working as a hospital chaplain till his
infirmities imposed total retirement at the provincial residence in Cologne.
O.P. July 1968; MOP 281; SWWW 802

312
344

Fr. Henri A. van LIER 85 NETHERLANDS NL TZA D
* April 1, 1891 Millingen aid Rijn, Ge
+ August 27, 1977 Egmond aan Zee
After attending the junior seminary at Weert, 1906-13, he made his vows on
September 23, 1915 at Gernert. He began his senior studies at Gernert, but was
soon sent to Rome. He earned his doctorate and was ordained there on July 13,
1919.
He then taught for ten years at Weert, Gennep and Gernert in the junior and
senior seminaries of the Congregation and proved to be a born teacher of
considerable talent and patience. He needed that patience also with himself, for
his desire to go to Africa remained unfulfilled.
However, on September 14, 1932 he could embark together with a large group of
fellow Spiritans, destined for East Africa and islands in the Indian Ocean. His own
assignment was for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He was no longer a young man
then but in his early forties. Because of his age and his talents, he soon became
the local director of whatever stations he was sent to. These were not exactly the
easiest ones, for we find him at Tununguo and Msongozi before World War Two
and, after that war, at Lumbiji and again at Msongozi, until around 1960 he went to
the Diocese of Tanga "on loan" as chaplain in Kifungilo.
Living a life of extreme frugality himself, he expected those who worked under
him to do the same, with the result that few younger and hungrier confreres could
stand the strain and promptly asked for a transfer to other places. Both the bishop
and the district superior agreed with them, for they feared that his excessive
demands endangered their health.
As he was too old and set in his ways, they finally resolved the issue by making
him pastor and teacher at the seminary in Morogoro, where the meals were
prepared by the seminary cook and not controlled by him. He was in his element
there: he could use his teaching talents and devote his zeal to the Africans he
loved in the parish.
In 1966, after 34 years in Africa and 75 years old, he went back to Europe. He
remained active, serving some time in the Diocese of Kranenburg in Germany and
as chaplain to a home for the aged in Holland.
Remaining vigorous despite his old age, he enjoyed the last few years of his life,
finally relaxing from his hard work and extreme frugality while being cared for by
others. He loved to go for a dive in the sea, near the retirement home. And one
such swim led to his death.
Spinet 178
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Fr. James GRENNAN 70 IRELAND TZA ETH KEN IRL
+ November 8, 1972 Nairobi
* February 7, 1902 Marragh, Rahan,
Tullamore, Co. Offaly
He did two years of additional schooling in Blackrock before going to the
novitiate, and made his vows in 1923 at Kimmage. After one year of prefecting at
Blackrock, he did his senior studies there and was ordained on June 21, 1931 in
Dublin.
On
Africa
about
island

September 14, 1932 he was one of the many Spiritans who sailed to East
and beyond, but his own assignment was to the Vicariate of Zanzibar. For
one decade his principal task was to teach and do pastoral ministry on the
of Zanzibar.

World War Two surprised him on leave in Ireland, but he managed to return
during the war. As Italian missionaries had been interned, he volunteered with a
few others to substitute for them in Ethiopia. He taught there at the seminary of
Harrar till 1946.
Thereafter, he remained in Kenya, doing missionary work in Duruma territory at
Ndavaya and in Taita land at Bura, Lushangoni and Voi.
From around 1970 on he was attached to the cathedral in Mombasa.
A devoted missionary, he was strict but nonetheless well-liked by the people. For
his confreres he was a cheerful companion wherever he went.
After 40 years in Africa, he died at the Mater Hospital in the capital.
IBN November 8
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Br. Arsenius (Wessel) van ZANTEN 86 NETHERLANDS F SW TZA NL
* May 25, 1895 Veenendaal, U.
+ March 29, 1982 Gennep
A Protestant by upbringing, he left home at seventeen, possessed by an urge to
wander. A trade he had not learned, but he was a virtuoso on the mandolin and
confident that he could live by playing it. He roamed around Holland, Germany
and France. There he befriended a Catholic priest, asked intelligent questions
about religion, to which he received satisfactory answers, and ended up by
converting to the Catholic Church. Thereafter he would celebrate its date as others
celebrate their birthday.
One year later, he entered the Brothers' novitiate at Baarle Nassau. He made his
vows there on October 7, 1930 and was then posted to the Mother House in Paris
and the community in Fribourg, SW.
On September 14, 1932 he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He worked
there for five years at Mgazi, Matombo and Tetegero, doing whatever work he was
asked to perform.
Returning to Europe, he did farm and garden work for ten years at Chevilly,
Mortain and other houses of the Congregation. These were followed by another 18
years of similar duties in Gernert.
In 1965, when he was 70, he retired to Gennep, but continued to be active
indoors and outdoors. He enjoyed remaining in contact with nature and travelling
by bus to nearby places of interest.
Half a century after his profession, in 1980 he began ailing seriously. He died
peacefully two years later.
A man of profound faith, he had few personal needs, but was always ready to
serve and help others.
Spinet 82
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Fr. Leo PEETERS 65 NETHERLANDS TZA KEN
* November 15, 1903 Herkenbosch, L.
+ March 31, 1969 Sagella, KEN
He made his vows at Orly on September 8, 1925 and did his senior studies at
Chevilly, where he was ordained on October 4, 1931.
On September 14, 1932 he belonged to a large group of Spiritans who sailed for
East Africa or the Indian Ocean. His assignment was for the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. We find him stationed there at Vidunda before he went to open a new
post at Kidodi in 1937.
During World War Two he worked outside the vicariate assigned to him, in Kenya,
where the Italian Consolata Fathers had been interned and their missions manned
by personnel made available by Bagamoyo and other vicariates in East Africa. He
served there as apostolic administrator of the Prefecture of Meru.
After the war he served for two years as a military chaplain to the Dutch forces at
a time when the Dutch government was trying to tum the clock back in Indonesia.
By 1950 he was back in East Africa, but this time in Kenya's Vicariate of
Zanzibar, soon to be renamed Archdiocese of Nairobi. He ministered there at
Mombasa, which itself became a diocese in 1955. Later we find him at Voi and
then at its annex Sagella, that had been opened in 1965.
It is there that he died after about 35 years of service in Africa.
B.G. and E.P. passim, Arch CSSp, Gernert
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Fr. Robert P. FARRELLY 80 IRELAND IRL KEN
* February 22, 1902 Pimlico, Dublin

+ May 4, 1982 Mombasa

Educated by the Christian Brothers, he made his vows at Kimmage on October
10, 1922. His senior studies were interrupted by one year of prefecting at
Rockwell. He was ordained on June 21, 1931 at Dublin. His study record was not
judged to be very brilliant, but the popular prognosis for his religious ministry was
very good. And he would live up to it.
On September 14, 1932 he sailed for East Africa, having been assigned to the
Vicariate of Zanzibar. There he was first stationed at the Kabaa center of education
under the guidance of Fr. Michael Witte. Two years later we find him in charge of
the Kilomeni station and by 1939 he had taken Fr. Witte's place as director of
Kabaa's training schools.
After a leave of absence in 1945, he became, like Fr. Witte, director of the St.
George's School in Waa for a few years, and then pastor of the busy Holy Spirit
Church in Mombasa. When in 1953 the Vicariate of Zanzibar became the
Archdiocese of Nairobi, the southern part of it became the Diocese of Mombasa.
His church served as the new cathedral, and the new bishop made him also his
vicar general.
By 1968 we find him still in Mombasa, but as pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual
Succor. At the age of 78 he still served as assistant in the Mwatate mission.
After half a century of service to East Africa, he died of a stroke.
Wherever he went, he devoted all his time and energy to the people entrusted to
his care. He ministered without fanfare efficiently and quietly, and he was not
known to absent himself for very long from Mombasa during the 30 years he
labored there.
IBN May4
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Fr. Aldert A. STAM 72 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* September 25, 1895 Oude-Niedorp, N.H.

+ December 13, 1967 Gennep

Until he was 21 he worked in horticulture; then as a "late vocation," he went to the
Divine Word Society in 1916. During the novitiate year with them, however, he had
to withdraw for reasons of health. In 1925 he entered the Spiritan novitiate in Orly,
where he made his vows on November 18, 1926. His senior studies were done at
Gennep, Louvain and Gernert. On July 19, 1931, he was ordained a priest in
Heer.
On September 14 of the following year he belonged to the large group of Fathers
and Brothers who sailed to East Africa and beyond. His own assignment was to
the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He labored there long and hard for many years. We
find him at Kurio among the Sandawi and at llonga before being placed in charge
of the Lumbiji mission.
During World War Two he was the Principal Superior of the Spiritans stationed in
the vicariate. Combining seriousness with genuine interest in others and a spirit of
encouragement, he was the right man for the job in those difficult years. Thereafter,
he took charge of the Tangeni and Mtombozi missions till 1954.
After more than a score of years in Africa and in weak health, he returned to
Holland. He still served there as assistant chaplain in Steijl for six years and two
years as pastor in a small parish.
Ailing, he went to Baarle Nassau in 1962 and from there to the retirement
community in Gennep. It was hard on him to be totally dependent on others during
the long years of his illness, but he bore it patiently.
Spinet 32
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Br. Amatus (Johan) MALLENS 36 NETHERLANDS NL TZA
+ November 29, 1944 Lugoba?
* December 23, 1907 Goirle, N.B.
He made his vows on March 15, 1927 at Baarle Nassau and worked for a few
years at Weert and Gennep.
On September 14, 1932 he embarked, together with seven Fathers and the Bros.
Olaf and Arsenius, for East Africa. Assigned to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, he
served there in the busy mission of Lugoba.
Twelve years later, during World War Two, he died of undisclosed causes.
Arch. CSSp, Gernert
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Fr. John J. REIDY 70 IRELAND IRL TT KEN TZA
* June 24, 1899 Newgrove, Tulia, Co. Clare

+ May 23, 1970 Nairobi

A brother of Fr. Martin Reidy, he entered Blackrock in 1916 and prefected there
for one year before going to the novitiate in Kimmage, where he made his vows on
August 26, 1922. He then did four more years of prefecting in Trinidad, continued
his studies at Blackrock and was ordained a priest on June 21, 1931 at the age of
32 in Dublin.
On September 14, 1932 he sailed for East Africa to serve in the Vicariate of
Zanzibar. Assigned to the Islamic island of Zanzibar, he ministered there to the
immigrant parish of over 2,000 Catholics of African, Indian and European descent.
On the eve of World War Two he went to Mombasa's Holy Spirit parish. After that
war we find him again in Zanzibar, this time in charge of the parish, and two years
later on the neighboring island of Pemba with its leper colony.
In 1951 he became educational secretary of the vicariate, while stationed at St.
Austin's, Nairobi. In 1952 the vicariate became the Archdiocese of Nairobi. As
there was need for a new cathedral, he was asked to supervise its construction in
1961, while also serving as pastor of the old Holy Name Church. He did it so well
that in three years the construction was finished while its debt also had been wiped
out.
His final assignment took him to Riruta as an assistant. He died suddenly after 38
years in East Africa.
He was a priest whom many admired for his energy, dedication and wisdom. His
advice was widely sought on all kinds of pastoral and educational matters. He also
did much for promoting the Legion of Mary in Kenya.
IBN May23
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Fr. Comelis J. VERMUNT 83 NETHERLANDS NL TZA
+ January 11, 1983 Morogoro
* August 15, 1900 The Hague
He attended the junior seminary at Weert, 1912-19, made his vows on
September 23, 1920 at Gernert, and did his senior studies at Louvain, where he
was ordained on June 11, 1926.
He then taught for six years at Gernert, ending up as director of the scholastics. It
was a task he was not suited for and he was happy when he received his mission
appointment.
On September 141 1932 he sailed for East Africa, being assigned to the Vicariate
of Bagamoyo. After an initiation period at llonga, he worked for three years at
Mgeta in the Uluguru mountains. In 1936 Bp. Hilhorst appointed him to become
the founder of a new mission at Kikeo, hitherto a substation of Mgeta.
He gave himself wholeheartedly to this assignment that was to become his main
work. Whatever he received for his personal needs, he simply used for that
mission. He set out with nothing but a tent and when it was worn out, moved into a
simple hut like the ones used by the people there, until the bishop sent Br.
Delphinus Goldenberg to put up a stone house. Later, a solid church also went up.
For visiting his outposts he did not even have a bicycle but went, poorly clad, as
usual, and on foot, no matter how far he had to go. The only exception to his
practice of poverty was the pipe he smoked like most Dutchmen, but his was filled
with the cheapest and most malodorous tobacco he could get.
After 25 years in Kikeo he could report that his mission had some 6,000
parishioners, which was almost two thirds of the population of his territory, and over
1,000 children attended its schools.
He was then sent to Vidunda, but had trouble feeling at home there and kept
longing for his Waluguru people. Bp. Herman van Elswiljk then sent him back
among them, but at the new station of Bumu (1961). He ministered there for
another eight years as pastor to a virtually total Catholic population.
His final years were spent in Tangeni as officially retired, but he continued to be
very active in visiting the sick and the dying and the dispensation of the sacraments
until his death. He had spent over 50 years in Africa.
Spinet 83
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Br. Olaf (Lambert) den BIEMAN 70 NETHERLANDS
* September 14, 1901 Schalkwijk, U.

F TZA NL
+ February 2, 1972 Gennep

His father had hoped that he would succeed him in his trade as a maker of
wooden shoes but, when Lambert was 26 years old, he quietly departed from the
family home to enter the Brothers' novitiate in Baarle Nassau. He made his vows
there on April 17, 1929. After spending three years in the Mother House at Paris,
he became one of the twelve Spiritans who on September 14, 1932 embarked for
various destinations in East Africa and the Indian Ocean. His own assignment sent
him to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro.
He served there successively in Mashati, Kibosho, Dareda, Moshi, Narumu and
then again in Moshi. As Brothers had become scarce in those years, it usually fell
to him to take care of whatever material work needed to be done. He was not very
good at it because he had not had any special training. Then at last his special
talent was discovered.
He became the man charged with buying in the
procurator's office and proved to be exactly what was needed in that function. He
would go out to producers or sellers and execute the orders he received to the
letter at reasonable prices.
After some three decades in the tropics, he became seriously ill and had to go
back to Holland. When he had recovered somewhat, he began making himself
useful again in the gardens, the weather permitting, or otherwise quietly indoors.
In 1967 he entered the Congregation's retirement home in Gennep.
A simple and very religious man, he always worked diligently and with painful
accuracy at whatever task he had to perform. The motto "Pray and Work" sums up
his life.
Spinet 110
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Fr. John L. GORMAN USA TZA
* August 3, 1907 Waterbury, CT
He graduated from Cornwells in 1925, made his vows on August 15, 1926 at
Ferndale, continued his studies there and became a priest on September 9, 1931
at the same location.
On October 10, 1932 he and two other Fathers sailed from New York to Europe
en route to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He served there at Gare, becoming its
director by 1936, and then occupied the same position at Ngumi.
In 1939 serious illness sent him back to the States. Subsequent medical advice
went against any return to Africa. He resided for some time at Holy Childhood
headquarters in Pittsburgh, but his illness persisted. He then withdrew from the
Congregation and joined the diocesan clergy of Burlington, VT, in 1942.
SWWW 485; Arch. CSSp, USA
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Fr. Vincent de P. DEER 54 USA TZA USA
* September 21, 1905 Pittsburgh

+ January 7, 1960 Pittsburgh

He graduated from Duquesne Prep. in 1924, attended Comwells for one year,
made his vows on August 24, 1926 at Ridgefield and did his senior studies at
Ferndale, where he was ordained on September 19, 1931.
On October 20, 1932 he and two other Fathers embarked at New York to travel
via Europe to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He worked there for fourteen years, first
teaching at St. Patrick's Teachers Training School in Singa Chini, and then as
educational secretary of the vicariate.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1946, he taught freshmen logic at the College of
Duquesne. An expert photographer, who developed his own technique for color
printing, he was also in charge of the school's photo and microfilming laboratories.
He died peacefully in his sleep.
An outspoken man of strong convictions, he lived for his work in the
Congregation. His spare time went into tutoring orphans and wards of the juvenile
court. He gave them attention, courage, affection and even found homes for some
of them.
O.P. March 1960, 7f.; SWWW 693
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Fr. Denis J. MORLEY 54 USA TZA
* February 19, 1903 Waterbury, CT

+ June 22, 1959 Moshi

He attended Cornwells, 1920-25, was professed at Ridgefield on August 15,
1926, studied philosophy and theology at Ferndale, and was ordained there on
September 19, 1931.
On October 20, 1932 he sailed with two others via Paris to East Africa, where he
had been assigned to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He labored there successively
at Kilomeni, Tanga, Kishimundi, Moshi, but most of all at Uru.
He did a magnificent job of building churches, convents and many schools.
He died of a heart attack in the Moshi hospital, but his burial took place at Uru,
where he had been pastor for a decade. Over 5,000 people attended the funeral of
their beloved shepherd there.
The Paraclete, September 1959; SWWW 686
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Fr. Colman McMAHON 78 IRELAND KEN IRL
* July 2, 1903 Dunmoylan, Shanagolden
Co. Limerick

+ December 27, 1981
Newcastlewest

He attended Rockwell, 1918-22, and made his vows at Kimmage in 1923. After
prefecting for three years at Rockwell, he did his senior studies at Blackrock and, on
June 20, 1931, he was ordained in Dublin.
On November 17, 1932 he sailed from London to the Vicariate of Zanzibar. After
some time in Nairobi, he served at Mombasa's Holy Spirit Church and then at St.
Peter Claver in Nairobi until 1938.
Returning to Ireland, he taught a Blackrock for two years and then engaged in
promotional work for the Holy Childhood and for the Congregation. From 1948 on
he was in charge of the Enfield farm for 14 years. Then he became a convent
chaplain until his failing health sent him to a nursing home. He died there a few
years later.
IBN December 27

323
358

Fr. Herbert FARRELL 81 IRELAND KEN TZA USA
* March 6, 1891 Booterstown Strand, Herbert
Cottage, Co. Dublin

+ January 11, 1973 Dublin

A graduate of St. Mary's, Rathmines, 1902-08, he joined the Congregation and
made his first vows October 2, 1910 at Chevilly. After prefecting for three years at
Blackrock, he did his theology at Langonnet during the war years and was
ordained there August 20, 1917.
His first assignment was to teach at the newly opened senior scholasticate of
Kimmage. It was the time of guerilla warfare leading up to the liberation of Ireland
and the Irish Free State while de Valera was in prison. Father sided with the
Republicans and kept de Valera's papers hidden until the Irish leader was
released from prison.
Around 1921 he went to Blackrock, where he became one of the most successful
directors of the juniorate. His stay there came to an end in 1931 when Fr. John
McQuaid, the future Archbishop of Dublin, assumed the position of President and
did not take kindly to the unusual independence the director had acquired.
After two years at Rockwell, Father was transferred to East Africa, where he
served for five years in the Kilimanjaro Vicariate at Kilomeni and at the junior
seminary. Returning to Ireland, he preached retreats very successfully, as well as
doing promotional work for ten years; it considerably increased the number of
applicants for admission to the Congregation.
In 1948 he returned for six years to East Africa, this time as educational secretary
to the Vicariate of Zanzibar (Nairobi).
Coming to the U.S.A., he served as an instructor for three years at Duquesne, and
then for two years as retreat master at the New Canaan Center in Connecticut.
Increasing deafness led to his retirement to Ireland at Kimmage. He died there
thirteen years later.
IBN January 11, SWWW 931.
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Br. Mamertus LUDWITZKI 66 POLAND
* May 11 , 1908 Broce, Poland

KEN

+ September 19, 1974 Nairobi

Living in Germany as a citizen of the new free Poland, he entered Knechtsteden
in 1920 and made his vows there on June 21, 1926. He stayed for a few more
years to perfect himself in his trade as a printer and typographer.
On September 14, 1933 he embarked at Rotterdam for the vicariate of Zanzibar,
taking along all the necessary equipment for establishing a printshop. It was just
what was needed at Mombasa for the Rafikj Yetu newspaper. As printing was not
enough to keep him fully occupied, he learned there various other skills and crafts.
He also opened a Catholic bookstore.
After World War Two we find him in Nairobi at St. Austin and by 1952 in Kinangop
for many years. By 1968 he was stationed at St. Mary's School.
On the day of his death he had climbed the tower of the church to repair the clock.
On descending he suffered a heart attack and died a few hours later.
Very intelligent and skillful, this faithful Brother was held in high esteem by all
who knew him.
MOP 719
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Fr. Charles L. DIAMOND 55 USA TZA USA
* July 12, 1900 Philadelphia

+ May 23, 1956 Oakland, CA

A brother of Fr. James P. Diamond, he had worked as a pipe fitter and a copy boy
before he entered Cornwells in 1923. On August 15, 1927 he made his vows at
Ridgefield; then, during the last year of his studies at Ferndale he was ordained
there on September 27, 1932.
On September 30, 1933, together with the Frs. Noppinger and Raymond Wilhelm,
he sailed via the southern route from Brooklyn to East Africa. All three had been
assigned there to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He worked there in Rombo and
Kilema until 1937.
Returning to the U.S.A., he served as pastor till 1942 and then joined the Army as
a chaplain. As such, he saw service in the U.S.A., Europe and the Caribbean. He
remained a chaplain till his death of a heart infarction in an Army hospital.
He never acted as if he was a product of an assembly line, but in his own
individualistic way was tough, hearty and zealous.
O.P. September-October 1956, 103; SWWW 653
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Fr. Raymond A WILHELM 41 USA TZA USA
* December 31, 1903 Sharon, PA

+ June 12, 1945 Beira, MZQ

He attended Duquesne Prep. School till 1922 and then went to St. Bonaventure
College with the intention of joining the diocesan clergy. In 1927, however, he
applied to the Congregation and he could make his vows at Ridgefield on
December 25, 1928. After two years of prefecting at Duquesne Prep., he continued
his studies at Ferndale, where he was ordained on September 17, 1932.
Appointed to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro, he and two others could, on September
30, 1933, sail directly from Brooklyn to East Africa. He taught there at the seminary
in Kilema for a few years and then became chaplain to the convent at Huruma,
where the African Sisters of Our Lady of Kilimanjaro had their novitiate.
His health was frail and in 1940 he reluctantly went back to the U.S.A. for a muchneeded rest. The outbreak of World War Two and the entrance of the United States
into the conflict delayed his return to Africa till 1945.
Together with Fr. Joseph Noppinger he could sail in April of that year. After a
tedious voyage of some 48 days the ship stopped over at Beira. There he fell
seriously ill with dysentery and fever. As there was no doctor on board, he was
sent to the local hospital. At first, there appeared to be no need for alarm and his
companion continued the voyage, assuming that Fr. Wilhelm would soon follow
him. But he took a tum for the worse and died a few days later of peritonitis.
Burial took place in the local European cemetery.
"Never demonstrative in his ministry, he carried on quietly and effectively," with
deep interest and a questioning mind. The book Modern Africa, which he had
written during his forced stay in the States and which was published in 1944, was
judged to be the best "record of missionary activity in any part of the world."
O.P. August 1945, 90f.; SWWW 535
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Fr. Joseph Gerard NOPPINGER 84 USA TZA USA
+ Feb. 13, 1990, Bethel Park, PA
* Feb. 18, 1905, Baltimore, MD
In 1925 he entered the Redemptorists' novitiate, hut his health was judged too
weak for the strenuous life awaiting him in that order and he had to leave. The
Redemptorists' loss was the Spiritans' gain, for he was accepted into the
Congregation in 1927. Meanwhile he had spent half a year attending Loyola
College in his hometown.
He pronounced his first vows at Ridgefield August 15, 1928 and pursued his
philosophical and theological studies at Ferndale, where he was ordained
September 7, 1932.
On September 30 of the following year he sailed from Brooklyn via the southern
route for the Kilimanjaro mission in Tanganyika. The Redemptorists would have
been surprised if they had been foretold that their "weakling" was destined to
spend about half a century enduring strenuous work in a tropical climate without
any serious illness, but that is what happened.
His first eight year tour of duty was spent teaching in St. James Junior Seminary,
and evangelizing in Gare and Tanga. While he was home on leave in 1941, the
war prevented his return and he served for four years at St. Anthony's, Millvale, PA,
and in Washington's provincialate.
In 1945 he could sail back on a two month voyage to his beloved Africa and
resume his work in Kibosho and Singa Chini. Six year later, he became
educational secretary for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro.
In this capacity he was in charge of the school system of the Spiritan missions
there. In those years, the number of schools rose dramatically from less than 20 to
over 75, attended by 25,000 pupils.
The year 1957 found him in charge of the Kilema parish with over 11,000
Catholics. He soon also became vicar general of the Moshi diocese as well as
principal religious superior of the Spiritan district of Kilimanjaro.
Later we find him residing in Umbwe, Korongori, Samanga and Mbahi-Arisi.
"Residing" is only a technical term, for wherever he was, he worked indefatigably,
instructing and forming converts, building no less than six large churches,
educating laity and clergy, fostering vocations for the budding East Africa province
of the Congregation, and acting in all things as the bishop's right hand in the
marvelous development of the old Spiritan mission into vibrant new dioceses of a
native church.
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All the development that he guided required large sums of money, and much of it
came from the one-man mission bureau set up by his younger brother Anthony. A
printer by trade, Tony circulated about 1,200 copies of Father Joe's Kilimanjaro
News, a quarterly newsletter for his relatives and many friends, to raise funds for
his works. In 1982 Tony could travel to Tanzania to attend Joe's golden jubilee as
a priest.
By then the end of the untiring missionary's career in Africa was at hand. He was
ailing, and together with Tony he returned to the States to seek a cure. It soon
became apparent that he lacked the strength to go back to Africa. Although very
disappointed by that inexorable fact, he accepted the decision with the obedience
that had characterized all his life.
Entering the Bethel Park retirement facility, he lingered on for seven more years
while Alzheimer's disease ravaged his body and mind. He died there in his sleep,
a few days short of thi 85th birthday.
He left behind the memory of one who had realized the ideal of what a priest,
missionary and religious should be.
CSSp. Newsletter USA-East, March 1990; Arch CSSp USA
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Fr. Daniel HAGENAARS 71 NETHERLANDS TZA USA NL IT B
+ June 27, 1977 Boxtel, NL
* September 3, 1905 Amsterdam
He attended the junior seminary of Weert, 1917-24, and made his vows on
September 8, 1925 at Orly. His senior studies at Louvain were interrupted by two
years of prefecting at Weert in 1929, and he finished them in Gernert. He was
ordained on July 15, 1932 at Neerbosch.
On October 20 of the following year he sailed for East Africa to serve in the
Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He received his introduction to the rugged life of a bush
missionary in Bahi, near Dodoma, but the new Bishop Bernard Hilhorst realized
that his talents needed a different direction and transferred him to Morogoro's
Teachers Training School.
He taught there for many years and in due time became its director. As such, he
was highly regarded by the British colonial authorities. He also became
educational secretary of the diocese.
From 1947 to 1956 he functioned also as district superior for the Spiritans serving
in the vicariate or diocese. His genuine interest in his confreres and his kindness
were such that they spontaneously began to refer to him as "Daddy." Early in the
1960s he took charge of Bagamoyo and its mission procure.
Having given 30 years of his life to Africa, he went to the U.S.A. to teach Swahili
at Duquesne's Institute for African Affairs, but returned two years later to Holland.
After serving a few years as provincial secretary, he went to Rome to help prepare
the momentous General Chapter of 1968-69. Thereafter, he still gave ten years of
his life to assist the Belgian province as its secretary.
He died of a cerebral hemorrhage while on vacation in Holland.
Spinet 176; SWWW 1030
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Fr. Piet van der BOL 27 NETHERLANDS TZA
• October 24, 1906 Scheveningen, N.H.

+ July 28, 1934 Maskati

He attended the junior seminary in Weert 1920-26, made his vows at Gennep on
September 15, 1929, and did his senior studies there and in Gernert. On
December 2, 1932 he was ordained in Gernert by Bp. John Neville, the former
Vicar Apostolic of Zanzibar.
On October 20, 1933 he sailed, together with three others, from Rotterdam to
East Africa. All of them were destined for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo that had been
entrusted to the Dutch Province of the Congregation.
He was placed there at Maskati under the guidance of an experienced veteran.
Zealously, he studied the local language and customs to make it possible for him to
do his share of apostolic work. In June 1934 he was allowed to make his first long
safari, visiting bush schools and catechists.
It was also his last. He was barely back in Maskati when malaria demanded the
sacrifice of his life for his failure to take the usual medical precautions.
Arch. CSSp, Gernert
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Br. Henricus (Johannes) MARTENS 61 NETHERLANDS NL TZA
* November 16, 1906 Bakel, N.B.
+ April 11, 1969 Mandera
A farmer's son, he entered the Baarle Nassau novitiate in 1926, made his vows
on March 19, 1928 and continued to serve there for five years.
On October 20, 1933 he embarked at Rotterdam for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
We find him listed as having served consecutively at Tununguo and llonga before
World War Two and, after it, at Bagamoyo and Mandera.
He spent three decades of his life taking care of the mission's material needs
mostly by looking after its plantations and, while in Bagamoyo, also its salt refinery.
A very hard worker, he was also very pious religious man, whose life was an
illustration of the saying "Pray and Work."
Worn out before his time, he lived during the final period of his life in retirement at
Mandera.
Spinet 83
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Br. Wilhelm us (Johan) EICKHOL T 89 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
+ August 14, 1979 Gennep
* July 8, 1890 Nieuwer Amstel N.H.
He was 41 years old and a blacksmith by trade when he became a postulant
Brother at Baarle Nassau. Willem, as he was commonly known, made his vows
there on June 29, 1933.
Being fully trained, he could sail on October 20, 1933 to the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. He labored there for 13 years in Bagamoyo and Morogoro, looking
after the material needs of the missions.
In 1946 he returned to Holland. He continued working there for another 22 years,
mostly in Gernert, where he is remembered especially for his expertise in keeping
the bicycles of the community in excellent shape. At the age of 78 he entered the
retirement community of Gennep. He spent much of his time in prayer and spiritual
reading. Sensitive to the needs of the world at large, he used most of his pocket
money to alleviate people struck by famine, war and man's ability to inflict
sufferings on other people.
Spinet September 1979
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Fr. Peter Paul WHITE 81 IRELAND KEN
* June 29, 1906, Kilmoyler, Cahir, Co. Tip.

+ January 6, 1988, Dublin

After graduating from Rockwell, Paul, as he preferred to be called, followed in
the footsteps of his three brothers Edward, James and David and entered the
Congregation as a novice. He made his profession August 24, 1925 at Kimmage,
and then went on to Blackrock to prefect and do his senior studies there at the
"Castle." He was ordained June 5, 1932 in Dublin.
His first assignment took him in 1933 to Kenya's Vicariate of Zanzibar. He was
destined to serve there for 46 years with total dedication. Most of his time was
spent among the Wakamba people, whose language he learned to master, in
addition to Swahili. He taught for eleven years at Kabaa; then Bp. John Heffernan
asked him to found a new mission at Kitui. Father built there the church, school
and rectory, and from this center roamed around over its oustations, thereby laying
the foundation for the present Diocese of Kitui. In the early 1960s we find him also
stationed in Kilingu.
In the mid 1960s, however, he was transferred again-this time to open a new
mission in the Diocese of Machakos at Matua. His older brother James came to
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help him there. There the two resumed the sibling rivalries they must have
indulged in as children. This time the topic was more serious; it concerned mission
theology and mission methods. James would expound principles that made Paul
exclaim: "You are trying to make Irish Catholics out of Africans," whereupon James
rebutted his junior brother by saying: "You are still green behind the ears. Listen to
your elders." The debate could get hot sometimes, and on one occasion James
was over-heard to exclaim in non-parliamentarian language: "Paul, if I did not
reverence our mother so much, I would call you an S.O.8!" Then the two valiant old
missionaries would become sociable again.
Paul served with so much dedication that when his health began to fail, the
people begged his bishop to allow him to stay; they would take good care of him. It
could not be done, however, for the kind of care he needed could not be provided
by them. And so he returned to Ireland in the late 1970s, taking up residence in
Kimmage. There he and his brother, James could be seen together again, walking
around saying together their rosary for their beloved Africans and, we may
presume having occasionally another friendly argument.
IBN, Jan. 6.
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Fr. Edward LAWLESS
* September 2, 1900 Dublin

IRELAND KEN TZA IRL

He had worked for six years in the insurance business when he went to attend
Blackrock for one year and then made his vows at Kimmage on September 9,
1926.
He prefected for one year at Rockwell after doing his philosophy at
Blackrock. In the final year of his theology he was ordained on June 5, 1932 at
Kimmage, at the age of 32.
On November 1, 1933 he sailed for the Zanzibar vicariate. After being initiated to
Africa at St. Peter Claver, Nairobi and at Kabaa, he became an assistant at Sura in
1934. Three years later he was placed in charge of Makupa, Mombasa. He
worked there till 1950, except for a two year period, 1947-48, spent in Ireland.
In the 1950s he was educational secretary in Mombasa and also for some time
pastor on Zanzibar Island. In 1956 he became the first official prison chaplain in
Nairobi, while taking up residence at St. Peter Claver's. He held this position for
about ten years. Thereafter he served briefly at Kilimanbogo and other places until
his duties in Kenya came to an end at St. Peter Claver's in Nairobi in 1988.
Retiring to Kimmage, he could celebrate the diamond jubilee of his ordination
there in 1992 at the age of 92.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Bp. Joseph BYRNE 81 IRELAND SL USA IRL
* April 27, 1886 Clonmel, Co. Tipperary

r:TZA
'j

+ October 20, 1961 Rockwell

A younger brother of Fr. John Byrne, he entered Rockwell in 1892 and
matriculated at the Royal University of Ireland in 1898. He made his vows on
October 1, 1899 at Orly and then earned doctorates in philosophy and in theology
in Rome, where he was ordained on December 19, 1903.
Two years later he sailed for Sierra Leone, where he worked mainly at Freetown
as procurator for the mission. In 1910 he went to the U.S.A. to serve, first, as novice
master, and then as director and superior of the Ferndale senior seminary.
In 1922 he became provincial superior in Ireland. He is remembered especially
for the tight control over the scarce financial resources of that province and for his
effort to bring about the cessation of hostilities in the civil war that afflicted the
country in those years.
In 1926 the General Chapter of the Congregation elected him to membership of
the General Council. As such, he went to reside at the Mother House in Paris and
manned the desk that looked after the affairs of English language provinces and
districts. Six years later, the Holy See named him Vicar apostolic of Kilimanjaro.
He was ordained a bishop on March 19, 1932 at Rockwell.
On November 22, 1933 he sailed for East Africa and by Christmas he arrived in
his vicariate. It had been entrusted to the American Province of the Congregation,
but there were also Spiritans of various other nationalities working in it. Because it
had been entrusted to the American Province, its vicar apostolic, by orders of the
Holy See, should be an American. Bp. Byrne qualified as such as he had assumed
U.S.A. citizenship during his years in the States.
For 20 years he presided over the vicariate and saw it develop into one of the
most flourishing young churches of East Africa. The tight control he kept over its
finances did not endear him to some of his collaborators but, canonically speaking,
he was right in doing so. In 1953 the Holy See raised all vicariates to regular
dioceses and he became the first Bishop of Moshi.
His territory had ceded parts to form four new vicariates, but when he resigned in
1959, he could hand over to his African successor, Bp. Joseph Kilasara, a diocese
with over 150,000 Catholics, 28 African priests, 164 African Sisters of Our Lady of
Kilimanjaro--a congregation which he had founded--and 25 African Brothers.
Eighty years old, he retired to Rockwell and died there soon after.
IBN October 20; O.P. November 1961; SWWW 711
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Br. Maria Dominikus (Heinrich) KELLER 56 GERMANY D TZA
+ February 16, 1967 Arusha
• November 5, 1911 Baeswiller, Aachen
He entered Knechtsteden in 1928, made his vows on June 21, 1930 and
received his training there in construction work. After helping to build the junior
seminary of Menden, he was assigned to East Africa.
He sailed on May 24, 1934 to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. We find him stationed
there at Singa Chini in 1936 and then from 1939 on at Kilomeni in the present
Diocese of Same. In the 1950s he was attached to the Diocese of Moshi. When in
1962 this diocese gave birth to the new Diocese of Arusha, he went there to render
his services. As a construction man, he went of course, wherever he was needed
and whenever it was needed.
In February 1967 he was apparently struck by an apoplexy of the brain that made
it impossible for him to perform any function. He died six days later.
MOP 630
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Br. Bernhard or Bernd (Ludwig) BAUER 76 GERMANY D TZA
• August 19, 1905 D0sseldorf
+ May 6, 1982 Dormagen Rid.
He made his vows at Knechtsteden on December 8, 1925 and remained in
Germany for eight more years, serving at Broich, Menden and Knechtsteden.
During those years he became an expert builder.
On May 24, 1934 he embarked at Rotterdam for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. We
find him stationed there at St. Patrick's Training School and at Mashati, but he
worked all over the vicariate.
With the help of many Africans, whom he had trained in construction work, he
built not less than 29 churches and rectories, as well as numerous schools,
hospitals, and whatever else was needed throughout what became the dioceses of
Moshi and Arusha. Still vigorous in 1980, he went to Usa River, in charge of
building a seminary there for the Congregation's own East Africa Foundation,
which became an autonomous province in 1989.
After 48 years in Africa, the valiant Brother returned to Germany afflicted by many
ailments. He hoped to find a cure and go back to Africa for another tour of duty, but
a heat attack killed him a few weeks after his arrival in Germany.
MOP Supplement 1979-1904, 772
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Br. Kunibert FOHRT GERMANY KEN
* December 27, 1911 Ludenscheid, Westphalia
Professed on December 8, 1930 at Knechtsteden, he served a few years in
Germany before being assigned to East Africa.
On May 24, 1934 he sailed with two other Brothers from Rotterdam to the
Vicariate of Zanzibar. We find him there at the educational complex of Kabaa and
at Limuru before World War Two and, after it, at Kilungu.
Returning to Germany, he appears to have withdrawn from the Congregation in or
shortly after 1952.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Vicente SOARES 38 INDIA TZA
* May 13, 1906 at Moira Bardes (d. of Goa)

+ August 3, 1944 Zanzibar

He was attracted to the Congregation by Fr. Luciano de Sa who had been born in
his hometown. He had already done most of his studies in Goa's junior and senior
seminaries. On September 8, 1933 he made his profession at Orly, and he was
ordained a priest at Chevilly, May 19, 1934.
Appointed to the Vicariate of Zanzibar, he sailed from Marseille for his destination
on July 19 and was assigned to the island of Zanzibar. We find him listed as
stationed there till the listings stopped with the outbreak of World War Two. But it
was also there that he died prematurely.
E.P. and B.G. passim
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Bp. Bernard C. HILHORST 58 NETHERLANDS B NL TZA
* December 31, 1895 Amsterdam
+ August 10, 1954 Morogoro
He entered the junior seminary of Weert in 1911 as a third year student and made
his vows on September 23, 1917 at Gernert. After doing his philosophy there, he
went to Louvain, where Jesuits taught him theology. An excellent student, he
earned high grades in all his studies and acquired a life-long habit of doing serious
reading.
The following year he began to teach at Gentinnes, Belgium, and in 1927 he
became superior of the Bonsecours community. When in 1931 the Belgian-Dutch
province was split along national lines, he was made Provincial Superior of
Holland. He organized its four houses of formation into a close-knit whole capable
of dealing with the many young men who wanted to join the Congregation in those
years. And he had great plans for the future.
These, however, were cut short in 1934. He had proved to be a born
administrator and animator of the people working under him and just then the Holy
See was looking for a Dutch Father to be charged with the Vicariate of Bagamoyo
that had been entrusted to the Congregation's Province of Holland. The choice fell
on him. On April 24, 1934 he was ordained a bishop in Amsterdam, the first
episcopal ordination since the time of the Reformation, and probably the first ever,
made in the nation's capital.
In October 1934 he sailed from Genua to his destination. On his arrival he found
some 30 Fathers (13 Alsatians, 10 Dutch and 6 from English-speaking countries),
and 9 Brothers. Three of the vicariate's 14 stations (Kurio, Farkwa and Bahi) were
just then being transferred to the new Passionists' Prefecture of Dodoma, leaving
him a total of some 32,000 Christians.
He would have loved to keep all non-Dutch personnel, but only the Alsatians
stayed on; the other expatriates were gradually transferred elsewhere, especially to
Kilimanjaro and Zanzibar.
Five years later, on the eve of World War Two, he had some 50 Fathers and 20
Brothers looking after 23 mission stations with 48,000 Christians while 520
catechists gave religious instruction. His junior seminary had 50 students and five
others were in senior seminaries; five young African women had just entered the
novitiate to be formed under the famous Mother Amabilis, of the Precious Blood
Sisters, as the nucleus of the new diocesan Congregation of the Holy Heart of
Mary; and the lay apostolate of the Legion of Mary had also been started in his
vicariate by Miss Quinn.
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World War Two stopped the inflow of personnel for five years. Moreover, Bp.
Hilhorst had to supply Fathers to replace interned personnel in Kenya and
elsewhere. Adding to this, illness and death had claimed others, so that by the end
of that war he had not much more personnel that he had found on arrival in 1934.
Moreover, the number of Christians in his vicariate had almost doubled.
Thank God, in 1946 he could welcome no less than 23 young priests eager to get
started in his vicariate. Still full of energy and capable of weighing the pros and
cons of various possibilities, he directed his roving band of construction Brothers to
build schools, churches, rectories and convents in a dozen locations, so that the
work of the missions could go forward full speed. And they did. His African Sisters
proved so capable and well-formed that he did not hesitate to confide works to
them in half a dozen stations. He transferred the junior seminary from Bagamoyo
to the vicariate's real center in Morogoro and opened there a senior seminary,
which by 1953 had already produced twelve priests who did honor to their
vocation.
Morogoro became a great center of Catholic education. Its officially recognized
Teachers Training School provided excellent personnel to four dioceses.
Secondary schools were opened up in Bigwa, Mhonda and llonga, while 70
subsidized primary schools took care of 10,000 students and 300 bush schools
gave some instruction to another 15,000 little scholars. And the number of the
faithful had grown to 90,000.
When in 1953 the Holy See changed vicariates into regular dioceses, he became
the first residential bishop of Morogoro. Yet, his working days were almost over.
Ailing, he realized that the time had come for him to resign. He could still welcome
his successor, Bp. Herman van Elswijk, in 1954 before he died.
Strangely enough, in 1948 he wrote to the Superior General, "Give me another
ten years, 100,000 Christians, 30 to 35 stations, 15 to 20 African priests etc. Then
I'll be ready to resign." He had virtually accomplished all this four years earlier than
he had hoped.
He had always been a very congenial man and this did not change when he
reached positions of authority. A strong personality, he nonetheless loved to
commune with others on a cordial basis and in full mutual confidentiality. It filled
his need to feel supported in the common task they had undertaken in Africa. Such
conversations ended usually with the words, "Well, God will provide."
Ons Orgaan, January 1955, 23 ff.
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Fr. Timothy Augustine LYNCH 68 IRELAND IRL KEN ZRE
* April 24, 1907 Tracton, Co. Cork
+ October 9, 1975 Kimmage
He was usually referred to as Austin, which can lead to confusion with his uncle
Austin Lynch. A younger brother of Fr. Jeremiah, he attended Blackrock, 1921-26,
made his vows at Kimmage on September 8, 1927, did his philosophy at Blackrock
and prefected for two years at Rathmines. Struck by tuberculosis, he had to
interrupt his theology courses to go to the sanatorium in Montana, Switzerland. He
was able to finish his studies there and was then ordained in Chevilly on August
26, 1934.
Appointed to the vicariate of Zanzibar, he sailed together with Fr. Gerald Whelan
from Southampton to Kenya on October 5 of the same year. He was to labor there
for 35 years.
Full of energy again, he quickly mastered Swahili, Kikuyu and Kilamba. We find
him listed consecutively as in charge of the new station at Lioki and after World War
Two, as director of the junior seminary in Kilimanbogo and then as director of the
Holy Spirit High School in Mangu. In 1952 he was back in Lioki as its director.
After the 1960 Kongolo Massacre, in which a score of Spiritan priests and
Brothers were brutally murdered, he volunteered to serve there, hoping that his
knowledge of French and Swahili would render him useful. When it did not work
out, he returned one year later to Kenya.
He continued to devote his energy to the people at Gahitu and other places for
nine more years. His last post was at Ngarariga, 1969-70.
Then ill health forced him to retire at Kimmage, where he died a few years later.
IBN October 9
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Fr. Gerard M. WHELAN 68 IRELAND IRL KEN TZA
* December 16, 1904 Drumcondra, Dublin
+ December 12, 1973 London
After studying at a Christian Brothers school, he made his vows at Kimmage on
August 24, 1925, did his philosophy at Blackrock and then prefected for three years
at Blackwell. In the last year of his theology courses he was ordained at Blackrock
on July 8, 1933.
On October 5 of the following year he embarked at Southampton for the Vicariate
of Zanzibar. We find him there first at Kabaa's Teachers Training School and, after
World War Two, as head of the Kalimoni station.
In 1961 he was listed as holding a similar position in Nairobi's busy parish of
Saint Teresa of Avila.
Thereafter he functioned till the late 1960s as bursar at St. Francis College at
Pugu in the Archdiocese of Dar-es-Salaam, for which the Congregation had
assumed responsibility. His final appointment was to Thika.
After nearly forty years in the service of the church in Africa, the doctors ordered
his permanent departure from the tropics in 1973.
He died suddenly in London.
IBN December 13
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Br. Livinus (Johan) van WORCUM NETHERLANDS TZA
* July 17, 1904 Haarlem, N.H.
Thirty years old, he was professed on June 9, 1934 at Baarte Nassau.
In 1934 he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. We find him listed as serving
there at Maskati before World War Two.
He withdrew from the Congregation in January 1947.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Willem van der HEIJDEN 36 NETHERLANDS TZA
* June 16, 1908 Someren N.B.
+ September 2, 1944 Mgeta
He did his classical studies at Gernert and Weert 1920-28, was professed on
September 15, 1929 in Gennep, and did his senior studies in Gernert, where he
was ordained on July 9, 1934.
In the fall of the same year he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, where he
arrived in October. After a short time in Bagamoyo itself, he was sent to Maskati
and, two years later, to Matombo.
Despite his young age, he was named director of the Kassanga mission in 1939
and two years later he assumed the same position in the larger mission at
Matombo. In August 1944, Bp. Hilhorst sent him to Mgeta, which by then had some
10,000 Christians and maintained 28 bush schools attended by, on average, 100
children each. In the following three weeks he made three safaris, from which he
returned more or less tired, which of course was to be expected but not alarming.
After his last trip, however, he developed a fever that refused to yield to remedies.
He died a few days later of black water fever. In him the vicariate lost one of its
best missionaries, one whom his Africans referred to as their father. He was strict
with them, but all came to him because they could sense, behind that strictness, his
fatherly concern for their welfare. His confreres loved him because he was
invariably kind and accommodating in this dealing with them.
Ons Orgaan 2/24
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Fr. Hendrick de VRIES 75 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* September 28, 1904 Nicolaasga, F.

+ May 18, 1980 Nijmegen

A younger brother of Fr. Theake de Vries, he attended the junior seminary in
Weert, 1916-23, made his vows at Orly on September 8, 1924, and did his senior
studies at Louvain, where he was ordained on July 7, 1929.
After teaching for a few years at Weert, he was assigned in 1934 to the Vicariate
of Bagamoyo. He was initiated to Africa in Lugoba and then went to the Teachers
Training School in Morogoro. He did not succeed very well there, he admitted,
perhaps because he was demanding too much of his young Africans. Thus he was
happy when Bp. Hilhorst took him out of the school in 1936.
We then find him first in charge of Tununguo, and then in Mandera, where his
practical expertise stood him in good stead. After World Ward Two he served one
year at Vidunda before going on leave in 1947 to see his mother once more and to
let the doctors take care of his stomach ulcers.
On his return, he assumed charge of Lugoba for seven years until in 1955 he
became the director of the Mandera mission. Eight years later, his strength much
diminished, he received a lighter assignment as assistant in the parish of Mgeta.
In 1971 his health forced him into retirement in Holland. He still functioned there
for another eight years as superior or bursar of the Gennep retirement home of the
Congregation until about two months before his death of cancer in a hospital.
His weak health never allowed him to do spectacular things, but he was endowed
with a profound sense of responsibility and faithfulness to his duties, no matter
what position he held.
Spinet June 1980
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Bp. Herman J. van ELSWIJK 82 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* April 11, 1905 Naaldwijk, Z.H.
+ November 3, 1987 The Hague
He entered the Congregation in 1920 at Baarle Nassau with the intention of
becoming a Brother, but accepted the suggestion that he go on for the priesthood,
though that would require a dozen more years of study. After attending the junior
seminary in Weert till 1928, he made his vows at Gennep on September 15, 1929,
did his senior studies there and in Gernert, where he was ordained on July 25,
1933.
In the fall of 1934 he sailed to the Vicari ate of Bagamoyo. He received his
introduction to Africa at Lugoba and in 1938 he was asked to open a new station at
Ngerengere.
During World War Two he was at Mandera. At that time this mission had a
substantial cotton plantation and a cotton gin. As bursar, he showed his ability to
manage also the material side of that mission at a time when money from abroad
had ceased tu come. It almost ruined his future in Africa for, when in 1947 he went
on leave after 13 years in Tanganyika, he was, to his great regret, retained in
Holland to serve as bursar of the Baarle Nassau technical school for Brothers.
In 1950, however, he could return to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo and worked there
at Matombo. Three years later, he became vicar general to Bishop Hilhorst. When
in 1953 the vicariate became the Diocese of Morogoro, he succeeded him as head
of the diocese. He was ordained in his hometown on October 28, 1954.
He
governed the diocese through its final stage of becoming a self-governing local
Church in an independent country. It was a time of stresses and conflicts, within
both church and state, between colonial conservatism and legitimate but
sometimes impatient desires for self-rule by Africans, and this usual struggle in
such a situation was still further aggravated by the momentous changes ratified by
Vatican Council Two.
When in 1967 he handed over the diocese to Bp. Adrian Mkoba, he could say
"Mission accomplished": the former vicariate counted some 160,000 Catholics; the
local clergy amounted to 24 priests, who fully staffed already nine parishes, while
many young men were preparing themselves to join their ranks.
In 1972 he returned to Holland. He continued to serve there as an assistant
pastor in Hook of Holland. He finally retired fully in 1986, the year before his death.
Always a very simple man, he earned everyone's sympathy for this willingness to
serve without any pretenses. Though a bishop, he did not mind it at all if people
continued to call him Manus, as they used to do when he was just a boy.
Spinet 1987/12
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Br. Delphinus (Gerard) GOLDENBERG 68 NETHERLANDS B NL TZA
+ February 2, 1975 Mhonda
* April 26, 1906 Leiden
He had worked as a printer and done his military service when he entered the
novitiate at Baarle Nassau in 1926. After being professed there on November 1,
1928, he served at Louvain and Weert for six years.
In 1934 he could sail for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, where he was destined to
labor for 40 years. We find him listed at Tegetero and Lumbiji before World War
Two and, after it, at Mhonda, Ngerengere, Kasanga, Kirakala, Bigwa and again
Mhonda. And this list is far from a complete record of his placements.
On his arrival Bp. Hilhorst told him that he needed builders; so Brother set
resolutely to work, learning patiently all that pertains to construction work in
technically primitive surroundings. His frequent reassignments are indicative of the
fact that he moved from station to station as needed.
We may refer in particular to the Bigwa mission, where Br. Gordianus operated
the brick factory and he was in charge of building up a complex consisting of an
upper primary boarding school for some 130 boys, a social training institute, a
nursery for children, a dispensary and a leper clinic.
He had hoped to retire in Africa among the people he loved and die there. He did
die there, indeed, but continued working till a few days before his death, leaving
the memory of a man who made the Gospel of Christ visible through his deeds.
Spinet 147
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Br. Guido (Simon) van MIDDEN 85 NETHERLANDS B NL TZA
* August 10, 1906 Amsterdam
+ October 14, 1991 Gennep
He entered the Baarle Nassau novitiate in 1921 to become a missionary and
made his vows there on December 8, 1924. To his disappointment, his first
mission was to become cook in Lier, Belgium, and then cook in Baarle Nassau and
Gennep.
In 1934, however, his wish was granted and he could sail for East Africa's
Vicariate of Bagamoyo. There was no shortage of cooks there, but capable
builders were in short supply. Told to become proficient in that trade, he made the
switch from making oatmeal to mixing concrete, from baking meat loaf to baking
bricks. Luckily he was a very determined man and willing to study, to listen and
learn and try, so that he developed into an expert builder.
He set up his own brickmaking facility, at first all hand-made, but later he acquired
the machinery of a Dutch brick factory. From that time one he could sell part of its
output to pay his workers and help defray the cost of the buildings he put up.
Although he had retained a slight limp from a polio attack in his youth, he would
climb the scaffolding throughout his forty years in Africa.
We find him stationed at Mhonda and Tangeni before World War Two and, after it,
at Mgolele, Bigwa, Ngerengere and especially, Morogoro. Among the many
buildings he put up we may mention the convent, bishop's residence and finally the
seminary at Morogoro. He was still working on the seminary's recreation hall when
illness forced him to return to Holland in 1983.
Residing in the retirement home at Gennep, he lived there for seven more years,
never complaining, a happy and faithful religious.
Despite his wildly-looking hairdo and occasional wild beard, he was kind and
modest in his dealings with others, a man who asked very little from others and
gave all of himself.
Spinet 46/11
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Fr. Joseph B. MURPHY USA TZA USA MEX
* February 9, 1907
He attended Cornwells, 1923-27, made his vows at Ridgefield on August 15,
1928, did his senior studies at Ferndale and was ordained there on September
14, 1933.
On October 25 of the following year he sailed, together with three others, to East
Africa to serve in the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He got his introduction to Africa at
Mashati and then was attached to the St. Patrick's Teachers Training School in
Singa Chini.
World War Two made him enlist as a military chaplain in the United States Army.
He saw service both in the States and in the European theatre of war. Physically
disabled and still hospitalized, he retired in 1946 with the rank of major.
Despite his disability he still had a long and distinguished ministry in California,
Arizona, Colorado and again in California. In Colorado he was instrumental in
securing a ranch at Glenwood Springs that became the headquarters and novitiate
of the Western province of the Congregation. In California he founded Holy Spirit
parish in Riverside (later renamed St. Catherine). In Arizona he built the church
and school of St. John's parish, Tucson. For ten years he conducted missions and
retreats.
In 1977 he went to Mexico as pastor at El Pug al and Tantobal. Illness forced him
to return to the States three years later. He then retired in California, first at Gilman
Springs and then in Sun City.
In 1993 he could celebrate the diamond jubilee of his ordination to a long and
fruitful priesthood.
Arch. CSSp, USA
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Br. Gordianus (Comelis) ROOSEN NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* July 27, 1902, Weert
At the age of thirty he entered the Baarle Nassau novitiate in 1932 and made his
vows there on June 9, 1934. Before joining the Congregation, he had gained
experience in land reclamation works and trained as a mechanic and engineer;
thus he could almost at once be sent out to Africa.
On October 4, 1934 he departed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He served there
inter alia at llonga and Kasanga before World War Two, and after the fighting
stopped at Msongozi and Mvomero. Around 1960 he received a special
assignment to Taragwe. Then came his final appointment to Bigwa, where he
operated the brick factory to prepare constructions.
During his nearly forty years in what is now the Diocese of Morogoro he built or
helped build several churches and other structures in those places, as well as a
furniture factory and that brick factory. All the while he was, of course, also training
young Africans in his trades. That, however, was only part of his activities, for he
was constantly in demand for all kinds of jobs. Droughts and immense swarms of
locusts devouring everything green would lead to famine in certain areas and then
he would be on the roads, hardly worthy of the name, for weeks at a time in. trucks
loaded with food to bring relief to the people.
An eye infection obliged him very reluctantly to leave Africa for Holland in 1972.
He would have preferred to die there. The Congregation's retirement home in
Gennep became his abode, but he remained active as long as he could. He
celebrated his golden jubilee as a Brother in 1984 and his 90th birthday in 1992.
Arch. CSSp, Gernert

346
385

Fr. Johan POLMAN 68 NETHERLANDS B TZA
+ November 29, 1973 The Hague
* July 21, 1905 Noordwijk aan Zee
He attended the junior seminary at Weert, 1919-25, made his vows on
September 8, 1926 at Orly and did senior studies at Gennep and Louvain before
prefecting for two years at Lier, Belgium. After finishing his theology at Gernert, he
was ordained there on July 25, 1933. In the fall of the following year he sailed for
East Africa to work in the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He received his introduction to
Africa at Mandera and then was placed in charge of a new station at Mvomero.
In 1941 Bp. Hilhorst entrusted the Maskati mission to him. High up in the
mountains, the place could only be reached on foot by climbing up for several
hours. Like most mountain folks, the people there, too, were difficult to approach,
but he succeeded nonetheless. After putting the main station in order, he began
the long safaris to its outposts that became his trademark. On one of these safaris
he went to an area that hitherto had been closed to Catholic missionaries because
a very anti-Catholic sect had obtained a kind of monopoly there. Considering that
a number of Catholic families had settled in the area, he insisted on the right to
open a Catholic chapel there. It took 12 years, but in the end his view prevailed
and the right was granted after he had left Maskati.
In 1947 he became the vicariate's school inspector. As usual for him, he
travelled mostly on foot all over its extended domain. It was exhausting work, and a
few years later the bishop put him in charge of the Mandera mission.
In 1955 when the vicariate had become a regular diocese, Bp. Herman van
Elswijk made him his secretary-a position of great trust in which he had to handle
all kinds of delicate questions. A man of high principles, he was not inclined to
compromises or to resort to camouflage, but would state his view bluntly. On the
other hand, he would never disclose anything that he had learned in confidence,
and thereby gained the trust of many.
In 1971 a fall on his light motorcycle led to a broken ankle, which refused to heal.
Repatriated, he spent a long time in the hospital and in rehabilitation. In his final
year of life he served as an assistant in a parish at The Hague. He died there
suddenly in his room, seated in his chair.
He never stopped reading worthwhile books that could help him in his work. This
habit made him an authority that would be listened to when important issues came
He was a man who hid his sensitivity under a mask of
up for discussion.
indifference and roughness because he could not bring himself to show his inner
feelings.
Spinet 133
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Fr. James A MANGAN 69 USA TZA USA
* May 15, 1907 Lambertville, NJ

+ August 25, 1976 Pittsburgh

A Cornwells graduate, he made his vows at Ridgefield on August 15, 1928, did
his senior studies at Ferndale and was ordained there on September 14, 1933.
On October 25, of the following year he sailed with three confreres to East Africa
to serve in the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He was destined to labor here for 36 years.
He became profoundly
He served there first at Tanga, but most of all at Kilema.
attached to his beloved Chagga people, and they reciprocated. No less than 26
priests came from his mission. He witnessed the splendid development of the
local church and the appointment of African bishops throughout Tanganyika. Bp.
Kilasara made him his vicar general. And when in 1965 the bishop became so
seriously ill that absolute rest was needed, the Holy See wanted him to take over
the care of the diocese as apostolic administrator pro tempore. Thus he went to
reside in Moshi as vicar capitular.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1970s he still served as pastor in Rhode Island for five
years. Then, struck by a terminal illness, he resigned in 1976. He died a few
months later in a nursing home.
CSSp Newsletter USA-East, September 1976; SWWW 1014; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Herbert J. PRU EH ER 63 USA TZA USA
• March 15, 1905 Chippewa Falls, WI

+ February 17, 1969 New Orleans

He entered Cornwells in 1924, made his vows at Ridgefield on August 15, 1928,
did his senior studies at Ferndale, and was ordained there on September 14, 1933.
On October 25 of the following year he sailed to East Africa's Vicariate of
Kilimanjaro. He was to spend 30 years in this mission, which in 1953 became the
Diocese of Moshi.
He labored there in various places, such as Mashati, and
Kilomeni, but most of all at Kibosho and at St. Patrick's Teachers Training School
in Singa Chini. He held the confidence of all, and Bp. Byrne made him his vicar
delegate. In 1964 we find him in Kishimundi.
In that year he returned to the U.S.A., an old man and worn out. He still tried to
serve in an African-American parish in Louisiana, but increasing infirmities forced
him to retire. Even so, he remained semi-active as long as he could. Having lived
his life in openness toward God and man, he was well-prepared when death called
him.
O.P. April 1969, 16 f.; SWWW 835; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Eugene L. LAVERY 76 USA TZA USA
* July 5, 1908 Monaca, PA

+ April 10, 1983 Tucson AZ

His family had moved around through several states before he entered Comwells
in 1922. Professed at Ridgefield August 15, 1928, he did his senior studies at
Ferndale, where he was ordained September 14, 1933.
On October 25 of the following year he sailed to the Kilimanjaro vicariate in
Tanganyika, where we find him listed at Gare, Ufiomi and Singa Chini. While still
there in 1943, he became a chaplain in the U.S.A. Army, serving in North Africa
and Europe.
There is an interesting Christmas card he mailed from Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, in
1945. It pictures a typical desert camp in the Middle East on the front and says on
the rear, "I was the first priest to say Mass in Saudi Arabia (for the U.S. Army).
(King) lbn Saud probably would not like to find out I'm here." No Christian forms of
worship were allowed in the country, not even for foreigners.
Discharged in 1947, he reenlisted in 1948 to spend another 17 years as a
chaplain, first in Korea--where he received the Bronze Star Medal for "selfless
devotion to duty and spiritual leadership'--then in Germany and in the United
States.
By 1966 we find him at St. John's in Tucson, AZ, where he also stayed in
retirement from 1970 on. He died there in his sleep.
CSSp Newsletter USA-West, May 1983; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Kevin P. DEVENISH 67 TRINIDAD IRL KEN ETH TT
+ April 8, 197 4 Port of Spain
* August 20, 1906 Port of Spain
A graduate of St. Mary's College in his hometown, he made his vows at Kimmage
on August 24, 1925. After prefecting for three years at Rathmines, he continued his
senior studies in 1930 at Kimmage. He was ordained in Dublin on June 25, 1933
and had the honor of being the first Trinidadian to reach the priesthood in the
Congregation.
On November 8, 1934 he sailed from Southhampton to Kenya, having been
assigned to the Vicariate of Zanzibar. He ministered there for nine years at
Mombasa and Waa.
During World War Two when the Italian priests in Ethiopia were interned, the Holy
See named him pro-vicar apostolic of Addis Ababa-a position he continued to
hold under very difficult conditions till 1947.
Returning to Trinidad, he first taught at St. Mary's College for a year or two and
then was happy to resume pastoral ministry at St. Joseph and from 1965 on at
Curepe.
After 43 years of active and fruitful ministry he died in the nation's capital.
SWWW963
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Br. Tharcisius (Piet) WERKER 84 NETHERLANDS TZA ZRE CON CA GBN NL
+ October 26, 1992 Gernert
* August 22, 1908 Amsterdam
After trying the junior seminary in Gernert, he transferred to the Brothers' novitiate
and training school in Baarle Nassau in 1928. He was professed there on March
19, 1931 and served for seven years in Weert and Gennep before being appointed
to Africa.
On September 24, 1935 he sailed with several other Spiritans to the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. In the course of his long life he was destined to become one of the
most distinguished builders and decorators among the many talented Brothers of
the Congregation.
From his early youth he had always shown talent for artistic drawing and he also
learned architectural design. For 22 years he was the architect and main builder of
churches and other edifices in the vicariate. Once a church was built, he would
also decorate it with murals of his own design.
After a leave in Holland in 1957, he was transferred to Zaire, where he did similar
work for six years. Then his talents were wanted in the Congo and in Central Africa
for ten years; these were followed by two more years in Gabon.
In all, in some 40 years he built about 50 major structures, such as churches,
schools, social centers and clinics throughout these areas. He himself viewed the
Holy Spirit Church in Moungali, Brazzaville, seating 4,000, as the best of his work.
At the same time he also taught uncounted numbers of young Africans the building
trades.
In 1974 at the age of 66 he retired to Holland, but that expression is a misnomer,
for he embarked on a new way to use his abilities. He went to Germany to learn
from experts how to make stained glass windows and mosaics. Then he set up
shop in Gernert, not as a hobby but as a full time occupation. He characterized his
artwork as "primitive, yet modem, but not abstract and unclear, for thank God, we
have much to say" because he wanted his work to illustrate God's news to the
world. Of course, the appreciation of modem art varies widely and his was no
exception.
Orders flowed in from Africa, Holland and the Generalate in Rome. He created
the mosaics or stained glass and then went to install them in person in Cameroon,
Gabon, the Central African Republic, etc. We may name the great mosaics on the
facade of St. Michel's Church in Libreville, Gabon, which were reproduced in
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miniature on a special double stamp of that country, and his largest ever six panel
mosaic at St. Andre Church in the same city.
He was also a masterful story teller and writer about his experiences in the world.
On the negative side, we may put his determination to get what he wanted and to
get it his way. He realized that he was wrong in this and humble enough to admit it.
"It is not for nothing," he would add with a smile, "that I have been changed around
to 56 different places" before I retired. Let us add however, that for a Brother
proficient in building being switched around frequently is par for the course.
His 57th appointment, however, lasted for 18 years when he settled in 1974 in
Gernert. There he became a great community man. The many changes in church
and society were something that he had trouble absorbing, but his profound faith
and dedication helped him over the shock.
Thanking God for all the good things he had experienced in his life he died after
an illness lasting a few months.
Spinet 47/11
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Fr. Jan A. OVERGAAG 33 NETHERLANDS TZA
* July 1, 1908 The Hague

+ December 17, 1941 Mandera

The only son in the family, he did his junior studies at Gernert and Weert, 192128, was professed at Gennep on September 15, 1929, completed his senior
studies at Gernert and was ordained on March 19, 1935 at 's Hertogenbosch. N.B.
He belonged to the group of seven Dutch confreres who embarked on
September 24, 1935 at Genua for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
He worked there with all the energy and fervor at his command at Bagamoyo and
Mandera for six years.
Then death brutally cut short his promising apostolate at the age of thirty-three.
Due to war time conditions, the place of his death and burial is uncertain.
Mandera was his last-known assignment. Bagamoyo is given as his place of death
in the records, but that name may refer to the vicariate in which he worked. The
Spiritan cemetery records of the mission in the town of Bagamoyo do not indicate
a grave with his name.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Br. Jacob (Cornelius) REIJNTJES 78 NETHERLANDS TZA NL CA
+ January 26, 1991 Gennep
• July 3, 1912 Huissen, G.
He was a young blacksmith by trade when he said farewell to a very congenial
boss and a good job in order to become a Brother in the Congregation. He made
his vows at Baarle Nassau on May 16, 1935 and received his appointment to Africa
in the same year.
On September 24, 1935 he sailed, together with other Brothers and priests, to the
Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Being young, strong and adaptable, he quickly learned a
variety of other trades. He served notably at Mandera, before World War Two, and
then at Lugoba and Bagamoyo, putting up buildings, fixing machinery, managing a
cotton plantation and, in Bagamoyo, a salt refinery. Briefly put, he was a valuable
all-round man, wherever he went.
Resting from his labors was unknown to him. For example, when he went on a
short leave to Holland in 1955, he spent his time installing running water in about
100 rooms of the spacious castle in Gernert.
In 1961 he was retained in Holland to become the chief of the blacksmith shops
in Baarle Nassau. Four years later, he obtained permission to go back to Africa,
this time in the Central African Republic. But he no longer had the strength to work
as before and had to leave in 1968. After recovering from his illness, he tried once
more in Tanzania but there, too, he could not recapture his old energy.
In 1970 he returned definitively to Holland. There he took care of the shipping
department in the busy mission procure at Halfweg for eleven years.
Retiring in 1981 to Gennep, he died there ten years later, leaving the memory of a
zealous and dedicated worker for the Lord.
He disliked any type of emotionalism, but could always be relied up when
something had to be done. Like most people who excel in their function or job, he
could seem to be opinionated sometimes when non-experts would ask him to do
things their way. Then he would bluntly state what he thought about it.
Spinet 46/2
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Fr. Martin L. SAELMANS 78 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* October 8, 1905 Weert

+ June 8, 1984 Weert

He received his classical formation at Gernert and Weert, 1922-28, made his
vows at Gennep on September 15, 1929, and in the last year of his theology
studies at Gernert he was ordained there on July 25, 1934.
Together with six confreres, he embarked for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo on
September 24, 1935 at Genua. He was destined to spend 37 years in what
became the Diocese of Morogoro.
He made his apprenticeship at Singiza and then was assigned to Bagamoyo.
After World War Two we find him consecutively as director of the local mission in
Singiza (1947), Kikeo (1949), Ngerengere (1952), Bigwa (1961) and then finally at
Mhonda as pastor (1968).
He was a very hard worker, fully devoted to the people entrusted to his care.
Because there was so much to be done, he was always in a hurry to get things
done. He knew what he wanted, aimed straight at his goal, and spoke bluntly what
was in his mind.
As both the country and its local church during those years went through a period
of development toward full independence and self-government, these character
features frequently landed him into embroiled situations of strife between
conservatism and legitimate African autonomy. Unsurprisingly, his departure in
1972 was felt as a relief by some.
Nonetheless, he himself remained profoundly attached to Africa and its people
and continued to do whatever he could for them. The numerous signs of
appreciation he received after his return to Holland showed that many realized the
goodness of his intentions.
After an additional two years of pastoral ministry in Holland, he retired in Weert
and died there ten years later.
Spinet July 1984
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Fr. Jan VERBEEK 61 NETHERLANDS TZA D
* April 10, 1905 Monster N. H.

+ March 4, 1967 Cologne

The son of a prosperous horticulturalist, he did his classical studies at Weert,
1921-28, and made his vows at Gennep on September 15, 1929. During the last
year of his theology he was ordained a priest at Gernert on July 25, 1934. His
formative seminary years had not dulled his keen sense of perception that allowed
him to characterize people and events in a few words. Nor did it kill his everlasting
humor that would help him in difficult situations.
On September 24, 1935 he sailed from Genua for East Africa's Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. After his initiation to Africa in Matombo, Bp. Hilhorst assigned him to Fr.
Gerard Brouwer, the procurator of the vicariate, but by 1938 he became the
founding father of a new mission to be established at Tangeni. It was a mountain
post in an area with about 1,000 Christians and catechumens in a population of
about 5,000, of whom 3,000 were Mohammedans. Safaris to visit its bush schools
and administer the sacraments were especially tiresome in that region.
Typhoid fever afflicted him there in 1940. Although he survived, his former
energy was gone; he had to drag himself around and asked for a place where he
might do better.
Thus began for him what he called his "fourteen stations of the cross": from
Tangeni to Mgeta, to Maskati, to Vidunda, to Ngerengere, to Morogoro, and back to
Tangeni, etc., always hoping for a place where he could work again vigorously.
A gall bladder operation in Holland did nothing to improve his condition and in
1961 he had to say goodbye to Africa. He did still some ministry in Holland then
from 1963 on as hospital chaplain in Cologne.
His door stood always open for the young students and priests who were
studying at the local university of Cologne and with his everlasting humor he
became very popular among them. He seemed to have the Holy Spirit's gifts of
counsel, prudence and fortitude. People who came in sad left him with a smile.
He died of gall bladder complications in the hospital there.
Spinet 80
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Br. Georgius NUIJTEN NETHERLANDS TZA
* August 18, 1905 Breda, N.B.
Highly recommended by the stained glass studio, at which he had worked for ten
years, he entered the Brothers novitiate at Baarle Nassau and made his vows on
October 2, 1934 at the age of 29.
On September 24 of the following year he sailed from Genua to the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. We find him there listed as stationed at Morogoro.
Profoundly moved by the Nazi occupation of Holland, he obtained his release
from the Congregation to go and fight for its liberation in February 1943.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Jan F. BENDE 73 NETHERLANDS NL TZA
* June 13, 1905 Amsterdam

+ January 4, 1979 Heeswijk

A brother of two priests, he entered Weert in 1920, made his vows on September
15, 1929 at Gennep, prefected at Weert, and finished his senior studies at Gernert,
where he was ordained on July 25, 1934.
The following year he sailed for East Africa, having been assigned to the
Vicariate of Bagamoyo. We find him there listed consecutively at Mgeta and
Morogoro before World War Two and from 1947 on, at Bagamoyo.
Most of his working years were taken up with educational ministry in teachers
training schools or in seminaries.
In 1960 he returned to Holland, doing pastoral work in various places till his
health imposed retirement in 1972. His last years were spent in a nursing home at
Heeswijk-Dinther.
A humble and unobtrusive man, he was conscientious to a fault, but always ready
to help out confreres in busy mission or parishes when school was out.
His final years when he was utterly dependent on his nurses were a heavy cross
for him, but he bore it patiently and with gratitude for any service rendered.
Spinet 194
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Br. Patritius (Christiaan) WILLEMSEN 77 NETHERLANDS B NL TZA
October 4, 1989 Nijmegen
* January 21, 1907 Reek N.B.
He had tried the junior seminary of the Divine Word Missionaries for three years
before he decided in 1924 that he preferred to join the Spiritans as a Brother in
Baarle Nassau. He learned carpentry there and could pronounce his vows on
March 15, 1927. After serving for eight years at Weert and in Belgian houses of
formation, he was happy to receive his appointment for Africa.
On September 24, 1935 he sailed, together with several other Spiritan priests
and Brothers, from Genua to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He worked there at
Matombo and Mhonda for 40 years and acquired the reputation of being very good
at his trade by putting up several buildings in these stations. At the same time, he
was in charge of the large carpentry shops there and taught woodworking to
African apprentices.
In 1976 he retired in Gennep, but continued to be active as far as he could. He
had never been seriously ill until the day of his death. Rushed to the hospital after
a heart attack, he died there a few hours later.
He was an unpretentious, deeply religious and friendly man, who preferred to
stay in the background to do whatever needed to be done, quietly and efficiently.
Yet he was never too busy to listen to other people. That's why Africans and
Europeans alike respected and loved him.
Spinet October 1984
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Fr. John L. HASSON 52 USA NGA TT TZA USA
+ August 24, 1948 Pittsburgh
* August 19, 1896 Philadelphia
He attended Cornwells, 1913-17, made his vows at Ferndale on August 17, 1918,
continued his studies there and was ordained on August 26, 1922 at the same
location.
The following year he was one of the first group of American born and raised
Spiritans to be assigned to Africa. He worked there in Southern Nigeria for five
years at lgbariam and Anwa. He was transferred to Trinidad in 1928 and taught
there for five years at St. Mary's College.
In 1935 he could sail again to Africa, this time to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro that
had been entrusted to the American province of the Congregation. For twelve
years he labored there to his heart's content at Arusha and Kilema.
In 1947 he went home on sick leave. Unable to find any relief, he moved
restlessly around from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh and back. While in Pittsburgh, he
suffered a series of strokes and died in Mercy Hospital.
O.P. October 1948; SWWW 570
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Fr. Martin J. HAYDEN 47 USA TZA USA
* March 31, 1906 Philadelphia

+ January 8, 1954 Philadelphia

After attending Cornwells, 1922-28, he made his vows at Ridgefield on August
15, 1929. Going on to Ferndale for his senior studies, he was ordained there on
September 21, 1934.
In 1935 he embarked for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. We find him stationed there
at Kibosho and Kilomeni before World War two began. The Africans loved this
giant of a man who, like themselves, nearly always travelled on foot in those
mountain regions and could outlast even them.
A liver ailment led to his return to the States in 1945. The next eight years of his
life were marked by long bouts of illness and frequent stays in hospitals. When he
could, he would still work, generally in African-American parishes in Louisiana,
Oklahoma and Philadelphia.
Despite his sufferings, he usually remained friendly and kind toward others. He
died of a heart attack when he was about to enter the hospital again.
O.P. May 1954 71 ff.; SWWW 629
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Fr. James D. MANNING 66 USA TZA USA
* March 28, 1907 New York

+ March 13, 1974 Fall River, MA

A graduate of Cornwells, he made his vows at Ridgefield on August 15, 1928.
After doing his philosophy at Ferndale, he prefected at Duquesne's Prep School,
while also earning a M.A. degree, 1929-31. Returning to Ferndale, he did his
theology and was ordained there on September 21, 1934. The following year he
embarked for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. We find him there doing missionary work
at Rambo, teaching at St. James Seminary in Kilema, and being procurator for the
vicariate at Moshi.
Having spent 20 years in Africa and witnessed the dramatic growth of the
vicariate into the Diocese of Moshi in 1953, he went back to the States. For twenty
more years he served competently and devotedly, mostly doing pastoral work,
especially in the Rhode Island Portuguese-American parishes entrusted to the
Congregation. Illness led him to resign in 1973. He died a few months later.
CSSp Newsletter, USA-East, April 197 4; SWWW 961
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Fr. Peter J. KELLY 75 IRELAND KEN IRL
* November 11, 1909 Charleville, Co. Cork

+ January 30, 1985 Spain

He studied at Rockwell, was professed at Kimmage in 1928 and did his
philosophy before going to Rockwell as a prefect in 1931. Then tuberculosis sent
him to Montana, Switzerland, where he could combine theology with the treatment
of his affliction. On July 21, 1935 he was ordained in Fribourg.
On October 1O of the same year he sailed to Mombasa to work in the Vicariate of
Zanzibar. He was destined to spend almost half a century of service there. He
taught at Kabaa's Teachers Training School till 1939, at Mangu till 1942 and at
Sura till 1946. After a fund-raising tour of the United States, he returned to Sura for
pastoral ministry. In 1950 he was appointed District Superior of the Spiritans
working in Kenya. During the last 25 years of his life in Kenya he was engaged in
parish work, mostly at Our Lady of Peace in Nairobi (1969-79), but also at Limuru.
His final assignment was to Lioki. In ill health, he retired in 1984 at the age of 74.
He died unexpectedly as he was replacing a chaplain in Spain.
Outgoing in temperament, he was a great story teller, even at his own expense,
and a cheerful companion. Those who had seen him at work in Kenya during that
half century with all its dramatic events recognized him also as a leader of men and
a great missionary.
ISN January 30
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Fr. Daniel O'LEARY 70 IRELAND IRL TZA KEN
* February 15, 1908 Derrivane, lnchigeela
Macroom, Co. Cork

+ March 11, 1978 Kenya

A Blackrock graduate, 1921-25, he made his vows at Kimmage on August 26,
1929, prefected at Blackrock, completed his senior studies at Kimmage and was
ordained on June 24, 1934 in Dublin.
On October 10, 1935 he embarked for Mombasa and was assigned to the island
of Zanzibar. He had a facility for languages, having grown up speaking Gaelic at
home and learning English at school. Thus, he easily mastered Swahili in
Zanzibar.
After World War Two we find him consecutively at Riruta, Kilungu, Muthale,
Kiambu and Lioki. With the exception of Riruta, he never served as the head of
these stations in Kenya. This situation left him more time to use his expertise in the
Kikuyu language to compose a missal and hymn book. He updated this work after
Vatican Council Two and it became an instant success.
Even as in his formative years he had fostered Gaelic culture in Ireland, so he
promoted Kikuyu culture by gathering their oral traditions and lore and publishing
this wisdom in a book to be used in the people's schools. Needless to say, he
utilized his knowledge also to interpret the Good News to the Kikuyu by using
native sayings.
After 35 years in East Africa, he died peacefully in his sleep, leaving the memory
of a dedicated missionary and a considerate confrere.
IBN March 11
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Fr. William F. HIGGINS 85 IRELAND GMB KEN IRL SW F IT
+ May 11, 1992 Kimmage
* August 16, 1906 Grange Con, Baltinglass,
Co. Wicklow
A Blackrock graduate, he made his vows at Kimmage on August 24, 1925,
prefected and did his senior studies at Blackrock and Rathmines. He was ordained
on June 25, 1933 at All Hallows College.
The following year he sailed for Gambia, but ill health sent him back to Ireland a
few months later.
On December 14, 1935 he went again to Africa, this time to the Zanzibar vicariate.
Once more his stay was brief. Tuberculosis forced him to go to the Congregation's
sanatorium in Montana, SW. He improved sufficiently, however, to return to Kenya
in 1940. He taught there at St. Mary's School for five years and then became
educational secretary of the vicariate.
By 1948 he was recalled to Ireland and became novice master at Kilshane. In
1956 he began to serve as director of the international scholasticate in Fribourg,
SW. Six years later he was elected as a member of the Congregation's general
council and resided with it first in Paris and then in Rome. He had helped to
prepare the move.
After the extraordinary general chapter of 1968-69, he returned to Kenya, where
he joined the staff of the Queen of Apostles seminary in Nairobi. Retiring to Ireland
in 1982, he resided at Kimmage. He died there after 59 years of priesthood.
Universally regarded as a truly gentle man, he was also endowed with a
profoundly spiritual outlook on life and he knew how to communicate that outlook to
others.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Br. Nazarius (Frans) JACOB 71 NETHERLANDS TZA CAM NL
*July 18, 1908, Veldhoven, N.B.
+September 21, 1979 Gennep
He entered the Congregation at Baarle Nassau in 1928 and made his vows there
on March 19, 1931. He then worked for five years in the senior seminary of
Gernert. A carpenter by trade, he helped building its chapel.
On September 10, 1936 he could sail for the vicariate of Bagamoyo. For a dozen
years he served there in Bagamoyo and in Mhonda, doing construction work.
In ill health, he went back to Holland in 1948. Four years later, however, he could
return to Africa, this time to the Vicariate of Doume in Cameroon. Once again, he
could use his professional competence as a builder for a dozen years.
Then the doctors pronounced him no longer fit for the tropics. He entered the
retirement home at Gennep, but continued to do all the necessary carpentry work
there until his strength gave out and he really had to retire.
He was one of those energetic and capable brothers who did honor to the
Congregation by their faithfulness and willingness to be always ready to serve and
almost never asking to be served.
Spinet 201
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Br. Joachim (Johan) HOEFTGEN NETHERLANDS TZA
* July 16, 1905 Rotterdam, Z.H.
A blacksmith by trade, he made his vows on October 17, 1935 at Baarle Nassau
at the age of thirty. As he needed no additional professional training, his wish to go
to Africa could be granted at once.
On September 10, 1936 he sailed with others to the Bagamoyo vicariate. We find
him stationed at Lugoba in 1939 but otherwise are not informed about his
assignments because of World War Two.
In the summer of 1946 he withdrew from the Congregation in Bagamoyo.
Arch. CSSp, Gernert
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Fr. Leon G. MERTENS 31 NETHERLANDS TZA
* April 23, 1907 Oosterhout N.B.

+ June 30, 1938 Mashati

The son of a patrician family, he began his junior studies at Gernert in 1922 and
finished them at Weert in 1928 before making his vows on September 15, 1929 in
Gennep. Losing one year through Illness, he did his senior studies at Gernert and
was ordained a priest on July 25, 1935 at Nijmegen.
On September 10 of the following year his intense desire to be a missionary
could at last be filled and he sailed with six others for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
Bp. Hilhorst placed him at Mhonda, where the former vicar apostolic Bp. Aloyse
Munsch was also residing.
He barely had the time to become proficient in Swahili when suddenly illness
struck. He died a short time later at Maskati, less than two years after his arrival in
Africa, leaving a deep sense of loss in all who had come to know him.
Bode v.d. H. Geest, 32, 146 f.
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Fr. Anteon JONG 73 NETHERLANDS TZA
* February 20, 1904 Lutjebroek, N.H.

+ March 22, 1977 Hoom N.H.

He had worked for eight years in horticulture before he went to the junior
seminary of the Holy Family Missionaries. Then he switched over to the Spiritans
and made his vows on October 14, 1930 at Gernert. In the final stage of his senior
studies there he was ordained on July 25, 1935 at Nijmengen.
On September 10, 1936 he and six others embarked on the SS Llandovery
Castle for East Africa, all of them having been assigned to the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo.
His first placement there was in llonga to teach at the vicariate's seminary, but in
1941 he became the local head of the Mgeta mission. Seven years later he went
back to llonga, this time as head of this mission, a position he retained for many
years.
When his strength began to wane in the 1960s, he assumed a less demanding
ministry at Mandera as assistant to its pastor.
Ailing, he retired to Holland in 1972 after having given 36 years of his life to the
young African church of Morogoro. He repeatedly needed hospitalization before
he died five years later.
He left us with the memory of a hard-working missionary and a kind confrere who
loved the congeniality of community life.
Spinet 172
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Fr. Gerard SCHRAMA 78 NETHERLANDS TZA
• December 10, 1908 Hoofddorp, N.H.

+ April 9, 1987 Bennefroek, NH.

He did his classical studies at Gernert and Weert, 1922-29, was professed on
September 18, 1930 at Gennep and attended the philosophy and theology courses
at Gernert. On July 25, 1935 he was ordained at Nijmegen.
On September 10 of the following year he embarked for Mombasa en route to the
Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He received his initiation to Africa at Mgeta. There, he
wrote, he learned what it means to walk in the mountains. Quick to size up new
arrivals, the Africans gave him the nickname Lugendo, "the fast one." It stuck.
We can also name Maskati in the 1950s and Singiza in the 1960s as places
where he worked and served as head of the local mission. Msongozi also is
mentioned as one of his many assignments. It would be difficult to say which
mission he loved most, for in the story of his life which he wrote he says of each
one of them that it left him with "unforgettable memories." Isolated or thinly
populated areas, however, were more difficult for him because of his great need of
contact with fellow Spiritans.
After 37 years in the service of Africa he returned to Holland in 1973. He was 65
years old then and felt no longer able to deal with the new situation. The former
missions had been changed into regular dioceses, governed by African clergy, and
he thought that his work had been accomplished.
Retiring to Bennebroek, he remained active till 1984 when he and his sister
moved into a local home for the aged. He died there of a heart attack three years
later.
He was a simple missionary who did nothing spectacular, yet lived in total
dedication to the people entrusted to his care.
Spinet 87/5
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Fr. Thomas A. DOLAN 80 USA TZA USA
* November 9, 1907 Philadelphia

+ March 19, 1987 San Antonio, TX

He entered Cornwells in 1924, made his profession at Ridgefield on October 3,
1930 and was ordained on September 3, 1935 at Ferndale, where he had done his
senior studies.
On October 1, 1936 he sailed, together with two others, via South Africa to the
Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He ministered there for twelve years at various places,
notably Tanga, Gare, Kibosho and Mbosho.
Going back to the States in 1948, he was soon after appointed to serve as pastor
in African-American parishes in the South, notably in Louisiana, but also in
Virginia, 1957-61.
Retired in 1980, he remained active till 1983. Then needing nursing care, he
went to Padua Place, San Antonio, TX. He could celebrate his golden jubilee as a
priest in 1985 there, but died two years later after surgery.
Newsletter USA-West, April 1987; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Samuel DELANEY USA TZA USA
* April 5, 1913 Sea Isle City, NJ
He attended Comwells 1926-29, was professed at Ridgefield on July 25, 1930
and did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was also ordained on December
10, 1935.
On October 1, 1936 he embarked at New York to travel via the southern
East· Africa. Serving in the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro, he began his ministry
Kilomeni. Just before World War Two he became an assistant in Rambo.
war time conditions, we have no information about further assignment until
he went home on leave.

route to
there in
Due to
in 1947

Retained in the U.S.A., he served in African-American parishes in the South,
notably in Arkansas and Louisiana, until in 1966 he joined the diocesan clergy of
the Archdiocese of Miami.
SWWW778
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Fr. Edward J. BAKER 75 USA TZA KEN USA
* September 30, 1908 Philadelphia

+ April 8, 1984 Pittsburgh

He entered Cornwells in 1923, made his vows at Ridgefield on July 25, 1930 and
completed his studies at Ferndale in 1936. Meanwhile he had been ordained
there on September 3, 1935.
On October 1, 1936 he and two others sailed via St. Helena and Capetown to
East Africa, having been assigned to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He received his
initiation at Kilema. Later he went to teach at St. Patrick's Teachers Training
School at Singa Chini. During the war years of 1940-45 he served at the Apostolic
Delegation in Mombasa.
Returning to the States in 1946, he spent some time at Duquesne and in
Arkansas until he departed from the Congregation in 1950.
Having worked nearly 30 years as a physicist for the government, he sought to
return to it and on June 19, 1980 was permitted to renew his vows.
As his health was precarious, he could not do any sustained ministry, but lived in
the Pittsburgh area communities. He died of cancer four years after his return.
SWWW Appendix USA 1982 ff.; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. John J. FLAVIN 63 IRELAND IRL KEN
* June 17, 1907 St. John's Waterford

+ November 28, 1970 Dublin

He attended Blackrock, 1925-27, and made his vows on August 30, 1928 at
Kimmage. After his philosophical studies at Blackrock he prefected there for two
years and then completed his studies at Kimmage. He was ordained on June 23,
1935 at All Hallows College.
On November 6 of the following year he embarked for Mombasa, having been
appointed to the Vicariate of Zanzibar. He was destined to spend the entire
remainder of his active life in the service of the nascent churches in Kenya.
He was initiated to East Africa in Nairobi's St. Peter Claver's Church, where he
learned to speak the colloquial Swahili of the people whose life he shared. A few
years later, the bishop placed him in charge of the Kalimoni mission in the
agricultural high lands. He organized schools for the thousands of workers on the
extended sisal plantations and earned the approval of both managers and workers
when he set up 17 schools at strategic points throughout the area. He also
provided them with a hospital, staffed by the Precious Blood Sisters. Having
nothing but an old jalopy for transportation, he drove nonetheless long distances to
visit all his people.
After World War Two, we find him in the lowlands at Giriama, taking care of a
mission extending over more than 100 square miles, and then at Machakos. As his
health became weaker by 1960, he went to Kilimanbogo. There his loving
attention as chaplain to the staff and student body of some 700 young men
attending its Teachers Training School was highly appreciated. Later still, he
became chaplain to the African Sisters of the Assumption at Mangu.
His final assignment was as pastor to the Goan parish in Eastleigh, where he
paid special attention to its shanty town. The people loved him because he had
"time for everyone" and was never too busy to listen to their complaints and chatted
with all who felt neglected, destitute, frightened or simply were in need of a friendly
word.
Having spent 34 years in the service of Africa, the indefatigable missionary went
to his reward.
IBN November 28
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Fr. Thomas McENNIS 73 IRELAND GMB KEN IRL
* November 1899, Tubber, Co. Clare

+ June 15, 1973 Dublin

For seven years he had worked for a railroad company and he had joined the
Irregulars during the Irish Civil War of the 1920s, before he entered Blackrock in
1924. He made his vows at Kimmage in 1926 and during his theology studies he
was ordained on June 21, 1931 in Dublin.
The following year he went to Gambia to serve in Bathurst, now Banjul, but
tuberculosis forced him one year later to seek a cure in the sanatorium at Montana,
Switzerland.
In 1936 he could return to Africa, but this time to the healthier climate of Kenya.
On November 6, of that year he sailed to his destination.
After one year as rector of the seminary at Kabaa, he was placed in charge of the
Limuru station and then that of Kiambu. After World War Two we find him as pastor
at Holy Family Church until he became pastor of the Cathedral parish. In 1957
Abp. McCarthy made him also his vicar general.
He contributed Catholic materials for radio broadcasting in Nairobi. When
thousands of Polish people, released from Russian prisoners of war camps came
to Kenya, he worked very hard to find them employment and a place to live, and he
saw to it that orphans were not forced back into communist institutions. For this
work the exiled President of Poland conferred on him the Gold Cross of Merit.
Ailing after some 35 years in East Africa, he retired to Ireland in 1970 and died
there three years later.
IBN June 15
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Fr. Francis A MARRINAN 68 IRELAND TZA KEN IRL
* February 3, 1908 Miltown-Malbay, Co. Clare
+ January 31, 1977 Ireland
He completed his classical studies at Blackrock, 1925-27, made his vows at
Kimmage on August 30, 1928, did his philosophy at Blackrock and then prefected
for two years at Rockwell. In the last year of his theological studies, he was
ordained on June 23, 1935 at All Hallows College.
On November 6 of the following year, he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
Introduced to Africa at Bagamoyo, he spent some time in Morogoro, but by 1939 we
find him in Kenya's Vicariate of Zanzibar. He served there in Nairobi's St. Peter
Claver mission and at Nyeri.
When World War Two was over, he returned to Ireland to enter a hospital with an
affliction for which there was no cure as yet, but which could be kept under control
by periodic hospitalizations. In between he could teach at Rockwell, where he is
remembered as an excellent teacher, especially of maths, and for a uniformly
cheerful disposition.
He died there in a hospital about 30 years after his return from Africa.
IBN January 31
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Fr. Michael J. HIGGINS 55 IRELAND KEN IRL
* February 3, 1907 Dungivan, Co. Derry

+ December 30, 1962 Ireland

He attended Rockwell, 1924-27, made his vows at Kimmage on August 30, 1928,
did his philosophy at Blackrock, prefected for two years at Rockwell, finished his
theology studies at Kimmage and was ordained on June 23, 1935 at All Hallows
College.
On November 6 of the following year he embarked with several confreres for the
Vicariate of Zanzibar. He taught there at St. George Catholic School at Waa, near
Mombasa, for a few years before Bp. McCarthy made him educational secretary of
the vicariate.
Ill health drove him back to Ireland in 1945. He resided there at Rockwell until in
1954, needing special care, he entered a hospital in Stillorgan.
IBN December 30
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Fr. Patrick REA 76 IRELAND TZA KEN MTQ
* March 17, 1901 Portgleone, Co. Antrim

+ June 20, 1977 Langonnet

He was to be ordained for the diocese of Derry in 1925, but won a scholarship to
the Irish College in Salamanca, Spain. There he heard Bp. John T. Murphy of
Mauritius speak about the needs of his diocese. When he offered his services, he
was told to go to the Seminary of the Holy Spirit in Paris to familiarize himself with
the French language and customs.
After his ordination he served in Mauritius for some time but he did not feel
comfortable under Bp. James Leen, who had succeeded Bp. Murphy in 1926. He
then transferred to Canada to work under Cardinal McGuigan, himself also a native
of Northern Ireland.
Next, he joined the Congregation by making his vows on October 3, 1936 at Orly
as a member of the Province of France.
On November 19 of the same year he sailed to East Africa, having been assigned
to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He taught there for ten years at the intervicarial
seminary in Kilema. Yet, he appears to have been as uncomfortable in Kilimanjaro
under Irish-born Bp. Joseph Byrne, as he had been under Irish-born Bp. James
Leen in Mauritius.
Obtaining a transfer to Kenya in 1947, he served under Irish-born Bp. John
McCarthy, who ruled the Vicariate of Zanzibar, soon to become the Archdiocese of
Nairobi. He was attached there consecutively at St. Austin's, Nairobi, Lushangoni
and at the diocesan junior seminary at Kiserian. Reportedly, he also taught at St.
Mary's School in Nairobi.
Some time in the 1960s he transferred to Martinique to spend his waning years in
the service of this West Indian diocese as a institutional chaplain. Retiring in 1977
to Langonnet, he died there later in the same year after about 40 years of ministry
in the tropics.
IBN June 20
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Fr. Albert A. BLOMMAERT 76 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* October 6, 1911 Amsterdam
+ December 27, 1987 Ravenstein N.B.
He did his classical studies at Gernert and Weert, 1925-30, was professed on
September 8, 1931 at Gennep, attended the philosophy and theology courses at
Gernert and was ordained there on July 19, 1936.
Together with six other Spiritans he embarked on September 29, 1937 at
Antwerp for the voyage to East Africa. He was to work there for 18 years in the
Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He got his initiation to Africa at Matombo. The main
theatre, however, of his apostolate was at Mgeta. He developed it into a flourishing
parish, which by the time he left in 1955 counted over 11 ,000 Catholics, without
counting over 8,000 others in its annexes at Msongozi, Mlali and Bunduki.
While on leave in 1955, he was appointed Provincial Superior of the Dutch
province, a function he fulfilled for nine years. It was a very difficult time to hold that
position. On the one hand, he could still open a new seminary for late vocations at
Hattem,establish the Africa Museum that was destined to develop into major
attraction, visited by over 100,00 people a year, and become himself very active in
what was then called the "home front of the missions" by organizing a national
mission news office. On the other hand, a few years later, enormous changes
occurred in the Western world in general and in the Church, which affected Holland
perhaps more quickly and more radically than other countries. For someone who
had been away from the country for two decades it was virtually impossible to find
his way through the fog of conflicting stands and trends. No matter what he said or
did, there were always people ready to criticize him.
Unsurprisingly, it was with a sense of relief that in 1966 he could become the
pastor of a parish. It consisted of two rivalling villages, but he managed to mold
them into a solidly harmonious and vibrant parish, over which he presided for two
decades. It was the happiest time of his life: he could live in harmony with the
young and the old, respecting them and being respected by them. He died of
cancer after being seriously handicapped for one month.
Throughout his life he was a typical jovial Amsterdammer, who could combine
that good-naturedness with a profound faith and seriousness of purpose. He had a
great facility for entering into contact with almost anyone, gaining the people's
confidence and spurring them into action. On one occasion he met a man while
travelling, engaged in conversation with him, talked about the missions, and when
they parted, the man handed him a note, saying, "Present this tomorrow at my
bank. It is a gift for the missions." It was a note authorizing the bank to give him
100,000 guilders (at that time about US$ 50,000).
Spinet 43/1
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Fr. Jan Bernard SCHELEN 79 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
+ May 6, 1988 Eindhoven
* February 26, 1909 Scheveningen, Z. H.
Ben, as he was usually called, attended the junior seminaries of Gernert and
Weert, 1921-28, made his vows at Gennep on September 15, 1929, prefected for
two years at Weert and then finished his senior studies at Gernert, where he was
ordained on July 19, 1936. After teaching for one year at Weert, he received his
assignment to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
On September 29, 1937 he sailed to his destination. He was to spend 35 fruitful
years in the vicariate, which became the Diocese of Morogoro in 1953.
The first ten of those years were spent as a staff member of the Teachers Training
School in Morogoro and as pastor at llonga, Matombo, Bagamoyo and Morogoro.
From 1950 on he resided with the bishop at Kirakala, near Morogoro as
procurator of the vicariate/diocese. He proved to be exactly the right man at the
right time and in the right job. As procurator, he had to provide for the sustenance
of the personnel employed by the vicariate, and for the construction of the
numerous new churches, schools, clinics etc. needed by the rapid development of
the Church in those times.
Of course, there was never enough money available to satisfy all demands, so
that he had to decide on priorities. He did not do so arbitrarily, but listened to the
voices and views of others in order to arrive in this way at the best decisions. And
he kept also in mind how the people would be affected by them. Even so, as could
be expected, he could not always please everyone.
When he resigned in 1972, he could hand over to his successor an office with
carefully kept records and established procedures for the allocation of funds.
Returning to Holland, he functioned for eight years as provincial treasurer or
procurator with the same intelligence and expertise.
From 1979 on his retirement years were spent in the religious community to
which his four sisters belonged as its unofficial chaplain. A heart attack led to his
death nine years later. In him one of the most prominent men in the history of the
Morogoro diocese went to his reward.
Spinet 43/6
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Fr. Jan de BOER NETHERLANDS NL TZA
* June 11, 1908 Nieuw-Vennep, N.H.
A brother of Fr. Piet de Boer, he did his classical studies at Gernert and Weert,
1922-29, made his vows at Gennep on September 18, 1930, and did his
philosophy and theology at Gernert. On July 25, 1935 he was ordained at
Nijmegen. After teaching for one year at Gennep he was assigned to Africa.
On September 29, 1937 he sailed with six other Spiritans from Antwerp to the
Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He received his introduction to Africa at Mgeta, where he
worked for three years under a seasoned Alsatian confrere. After one year at
llonga, he became the local head of the Lumbiji mission, where he labored for nine
years.
On his return from leave in 1950, he assumed charge of the Tangeni station for
three years. Meanwhile the old Vicariate of Bagamoyo became the Diocese of
Morogoro in 1953 and he was transferred to Mgeta. Five years later we find him in
charge of he Lugoba mission. He worked there with his usual zeal for ten years.
By 1968 he became pastor at Msongozi. He also ministered for two years at
Kilosa. He final assignment was again as pastor at Tangeni in 1977.
Four years later, having spent 44 years at the service of Africa, he retired to
Holland. In 1985 he could celebrate the golden jubilee of his priesthood.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Br. Gondulphus (Arnold) JANSEN NETHERLANDS NL TZA
* January 25, 1909 Dommelen, N. 8.
He entered the Baarle Nassau novitiate in 1925 and made his vows there on
March 19, 1928. After working there as a gardener for nine years, he received his
assignment to Africa.
In 1937 he could sail for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He would work there for
nearly 40 years, mostly taking care of gardens and plantations. We may name
Mgeta and Tegetero among the places where he rendered his devoted service
before World War Two, and after it, Maskati, Tegetero, Kisanga and Tchenzema.
In 1976 he retired in Holland and went to live in the Gennep community, where in
March 1993 he could commemorate the 65th anniversary of his profession.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Br. Nicephorus (Piet) BASTIMNSSEN 79 NETHERLANDS NL TZA
+ April 25, 1993 Boxmeer, N.8.
* October 25, 1913 Breda, N.B.
He entered the Congregation at Baarle Nassau and made his vows there on
December 15, 1932. He then learned construction work.
In September 1937 he could sail to East Africa, where he was to labor for nearly
half a century. He began in Bagamoyo teaching his trade to young Africans until in
1940 he was sent to the Teachers Training School in Morogoro. He then built a
small school in an outstation of Mgeta.
When in 1941 many Polish refugees from World War Two sought a refuge in
Tanganyika, he became the commander of a construction crew building and
maintaining a camp for them in Bigwa. At the war's end in 1945, he built a school
in Mhonda.
Thereafter he went around from mission to mission building whatever was
needed at Kilosa, Kisanga, Matombo, Tawa, Vidunda, Mhonda, Maskati, etc. In all
his construction work he also showed vital interest in the joys and sorrows of the
Africans working with him, helping them as much as he could.
Another point deserves special mention. More often than not, he was simply told
that at such and such a place there was a need for a new church, school or what
not and to go and see what he could do about it. Then it was up to him to find the
funds and do it. He spent his leaves collecting gifts for this purpose, but he
managed also to find local resources for the tasks assigned to him.
In 1973 he switched to the Diocese of Mbeya. He built there the bishop's
residence and founded a trade school, at which he taught carpentry. He held this
position for nine years, while, of course, also doing more construction work.
His development work earned him a royal decoration from the Queen of Holland
in 1982, but what pleased him even more was that the bishop chose him as the
pastoral worker to whom he entrusted an outstation at Uyole. He proudly called it
his parish and took excellent care of its people, doing all the religious work
needed, preaching, instructing, baptizing etc. All a priest had to do was to come
around from time to time to celebrate the Eucharist and other sacraments.
A fall from a scaffold, while he was building a church at Magobike in 1983, when
he was 70 years old, made him realize that it was time to retire. He returned to
Holland and died there ten years later. In him the Congregation lost another one
of its sterling Brothers who contributed so much to the planting of a native church in
Africa.
Spinet 49/5
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Fr. Theo de VRIES 57 NETHERLANDS NL B TZA KEN
+ June 12, 1955 Lugoba
* October 19, 1897 St. Nicolaasga
Theake, to give him his true Frisian name, entered the junior seminary at Weert in
1912, made his vows at Gernert on September 23, 1920, studied philosophy under
the Jesuits in Louvain and then prefected for four years at Gernert and Weert. In
1925 he was sent to Rome to study theology at the Gregorian University, while
residing at the Pontifical French Seminary. It was a bad time to be at that seminary:
the Action Franc;aise was riding high and, despite its condemnation by Pope Pius
XI, its newspaper circulated as freely in the seminary as it did in France. When his
protests did not help, he informed the Holy See. (He was not the only one who did
this.) Before the Pope deposed Cardinal Louis Billot and Fr. Henri Le Floch, the
rector of the Seminary, Mr. de Vries was dismissed from the seminary for failure to
inform Le Floch of his action.
The dismissal, however, did not delay his ordination. He was received in
Chevilly, ordained a deacon there and then ordained a priest at Namur, Belgium
on July 29, 1928.
After teaching for three years at Bonsecours, Belgium, he became director of the
senior seminary in Gernert, where he also taught philosophy. He was a brilliant
professor and a very wise director, who earned the admiration and respect of the
ebullient young Spiritans then filling the seminary to the rafters. His daily spiritual
conferences were something everyone looked forward to, and he also managed to
channel the overflowing energy of the students into constructive undertakings.
On September 29, 1937 his heart's desire to serve in Africa could be fulfilled.
Together with a large group of his former students, he sailed for Africa. Seven of
them were destined for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
Much to his disappointment, Bp. Hilhorst used his talents to help form the African
clergy candidates in the junior seminary of llonga. Then World War Two gave him
the chance to do something different. Because Italian missionaries in Kenya were
interned as enemy aliens, Bp. Hilhorst was asked to staff the Prefecture of Meru,
hitherto manned by the Combonian (Verona) Fathers. Fr. de Vries became
apostolic administrator of the prefecture.
On arrival, he found its missions in disarray: left unmanned for several months,
they had been plundered and most of their schools were closed or neglected. With
all his considerable energy he set about to restore them, despite the opposition of
some Protestant sects and, on occasion, the antagonism of some government
officials. When the war ended and the Combonians returned, they did not find
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ruins but flourishing missions. He ended his tour in Kenya as educational
secretary in the Vicariate of Nyeri.
Returning to Tanganyika, he served as a missionary at llonga and Matombo till
1949. While on leave in Holland, he was appointed superior and director of the
Baarte Nassau Brothers' school. It was difficult for him to settle down, so he was
happy when in 1950 he could return to Africa. En route he got appendicitis, which
degenerated into peritonitis before the ship reached Mombasa. Rushed to the
hospital, he was given up by the doctors, but a young surgeon saved his life by a
series of operations. Nonetheless, his old energy was gone and pain remained his
constant companion. Yet, he still managed to function at Kilosa and then at
Bagamoyo as director of the junior seminary for a few years.
In March 1955 he went to Lugoba. He died there of black water fever.
Ons Orgaan, 1955
423

Fr. Hubert GUFFENS 51 NETHERLANDS TZA
* September 18, 1910, Nuth, L.

+ April 7, 1962 Dar-es-Salaam

He attended the junior seminaries at Gernert and Weert, 1923-30, was professed
at Gennep on September 8, 1931 and did his senior studies at Gernert where he
was ordained on July 19, 1936.
Together with several others, he sailed from Antwerp to East Africa on September
29, 1937 to serve in the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He was to minister there for twentyfive years.
He received his introduction to Africa at Matombo and, after World War Two, we
find him in charge of the Kasanga mission. In 1950, following a leave in Holland,
he became the head of the Tununguo station. His final assignment took him to
Kisanga, near Kilosa.
He died after a brief illness in the hospital of the country's capital.
He was known as a hard-working and exemplary priest who was always willing to
taken even unattractive assignments and to do his very best to succeed in them.
Arch. CSSp, Gernert
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Fr. Piet RIJKERS 62 NETHERLANDS TZA NL D
+ December 29, 1969 Gennep
* October 2, 1907 Schijndel, N.B.
He attended the junior seminary of Weert, 1925-29, was professed on March 1,
1931 at Gennep, did his senior studies at Gernert and was ordained there on July
19, 1936.
On September 29, 1937 he belonged to the group of young Spiritans who
embarked at Antwerp for East Africa's Vicariate of Bagamoyo. His first assignment
was to Singiza. After World War Two we find him at Morogoro with its Teachers
Training School, being inter alia bursar of the place. Later he became its director.
His final assignment was to Bagamoyo as superior of its community and director of
the vicariate's junior seminary there, which enrolled about 150 students.
After twenty-four years in Africa, he returned to Holland in 1961. He functioned
there as superior of the seminary for late vocations at Hattem for three years and
then became editor of the Africa Christo magazine till 1966. He then served still for
a short time as hospital chaplain in Cologne. He died in the Congregation's
retirement home in Gennep, leaving the memory of an affable, hard-working and
resourceful confrere whose all-consuming interest remained attached to Africa and
its people.
Arch. CSSp, Gernert
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Fr. Piet SIMONS 63 NETHERLANDS TZA NL D
* October 4, 1909 Noorbeek, L.

+ January 10, 1973 Cologne

Pierke, as he was called, did his classical studies at Gernert and Weert, was
professed at Gennep on September 8, 1931, learned philosophy and theology at
Gernert and was ordained there on July 19, 1936. That alone was quite an
achievement, considering that he was exceedingly small and slightly
hunchbacked. His deformity came up each time when the question of ordination
for a higher grade was discussed by the senior seminary staff. Fortunately, the
wiser heads prevailed. His own sense of humor enabled him to see comedy in the
tragedy of never being certain that he would not be turned away from the
priesthood at the last moment. It helped him in this situation and in many others
later. Never one to show self-pity, his laughter was so contagious that everyone
loved to have him around.
On September 29, 1937 he sailed to East Africa, being assigned to the Vicariate
of Bagamoyo. He was to labor there for 18 years. His first assignment was to
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Vidunda. Climbing in that mountainous region was even harder for him than for
others because of his short legs and little strength.
When Bp. Hilhorst wanted to start a congregation of African Brothers, he chose
him to be its director and novice master and then sent him with the candidates to
Tununguo, some 40 miles away from nowhere, where he did not even have a truck
or a motorcycle but nonetheless had to see to it that everyone could eat. He tried
but got ill.
Next, after World War Two, we find him in an easier position at Mgolole, near
Morogoro, as chaplain to the African Sisters of the Holy Heart of Mary, who had
their novitiate there; at the same time he was also pastor of the parish that was
growing up in the area. And he also became a member of the District's council.
The location was ideal for him: as it was within sight of Morogoro everyone who
had to visit the bishop in Morogoro, came to see him, too, to unburden himself of
his troubles and revive his drooping spirits. Father's laughter was the remedy that
made all troubles seem easier to bear and the wisdom of the advice he gave was
highly appreciated. The Sisters, too, loved their little Padre and still talked about
him many years later.
In 1955 he became superior and novice master of the Brothers in Baarle Nassau,
Holland. Here, too, he was a truly inspirational man, who spoke with conviction and
at the same time brought a happy atmosphere to the community. Perhaps unique
as an illustration is that when he returned from a vacation, the community carried
him in triumph on their shoulders back into the house.
In 1968 he went to Germany as a hospital chaplain in Cologne. As expected,
here too, he was greatly appreciated by the entire staff. As one priest expressed it,
"This little guy has accomplished what no other chaplain has ever done." Before
going off duty, even the physicians would drop in on him to relax, have a little drink,
laugh and talk together. Yet, throughout his life the pain of being deformed never
left him. As a profoundly religious man, he bore it patiently, seeing it as his cross,
his share in the redemptive suffering that Christ himself had undergone.
Spinet 121
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Fr. George P. RENGERS 70 USA TZA USA
* December 23, 1911 Sharpsburg, PA

+ June 23, 1982 Detroit

A brother of Fr. Joseph Rengers, he entered Cornwells in 1924, he was professed
at Ridgefield on July 25, 1931. He attended the philosophy and theology programs
at Ferndale, where he was ordained on September 7, 1936.
One year later he embarked at Brooklyn to sail together with several others via
Cape of Good Hope to Tanganyika. Sp. Byrne, of the Kilimanjaro vicariate,
assigned him to the staff of the St. Patrick's Teachers Training School in Singa
Chini. He could celebrate his first Christmas in Africa at Moshi, which then for the
first time had a solemn High Mass. In 1939 we find him at Gare.
Ailing he returned in 1940 to the U.S.A., working mostly with African-Americans in
Louisiana, Virginia and Michigan until in 1965 he became superior of the Ann
Arbor junior seminary. Then he served at St. Mary's, Detroit until his retirement in
1979. He died of cancer three years later.
CSSp Newsletter USA-East July/August 1982; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Francis D. O'REILLY 77 USA TZA USA
* April 4, 1910 Waterbury, CT

+ January 4, 1988 Hemet, CA

After four years at Cornwells, he made his vows on July 25, 1931 at Ridgefield,
did his senior studies at Ferndale and was ordained there on September 7, 1936.
Appointed to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro, he and his companions sailed on the
motor ship "City of New York" on September 30 of the following year, taking the
southern route across the Atlantic to Tanga.
The old-timer Fr. Alphonse Balthasar introduced him to Africa at Uru; then he
went on to Gare and Tanga. In 1946 the bishop chose him to reopen the old
station at Mlingano. On leave after ten years in 1948, he was retained until 1952
to serve in a Rhode Island parish. Then going back to Africa, he worked there
successively at Kishimundu, Useri, Naruma and Mbosho.
During a second leave in 1957, he was retained again, but once more allowed to
go back to Kilimanjaro. This final tour, however, lasted only two years. In 1962 he
went to California to minister in the Congregation's parishes there. He became
well-known for his successful approach to alcoholics. Retiring in 1978, he died of
a stroke ten years later.
CSSp Newsletter USA-East, February 1988; Arch. CSSp USA

380
428

Fr. Colman J. WATKINS 82 USA TZA ETH
* September 20, 1908 Ardmore, PA

+ January 11, 1991 Usa River, TZA

An orphan, he grew up in St. Joseph's House, Philadelphia, and from there went
to Cornwells in 1925 for high school and junior college. After pronouncing his
vows at Ridgefield, July 25, 1931, he entered the senior seminary of Ferndale,
where he was ordained September 7, 1936.
On September 30 of the following year he sailed together with several others on
a cargo ship round the Cape to the Kilimanjaro mission in East Africa. He was
destined to work there for over fifty years. We find him stationed at first in Tanga
and Mashati.
When World War Two led to the internment of Italian priests in Ethiopia, he was
one of several Spiritans who went there in 1943 for the duration of the war to take
care of the missions. To his surprise, he was able to keep in touch with his
American confrere Fr. Eugene Lavery, a military chaplain, who ranged far and wide
in that general area and even could arrange a visit to him in Eritrea.
His home leave after the war developed into a one year stay at his beloved St.
Joseph's House, but in 1948 he could return to Kilimanjaro as director of the junior
seminary in the Moshi vicariate.
From 1951 to 1960 he assumed the burden of being District Superior in addition
to his regular work in Uru, Kibosho and being again seminary director. With the
creation of the new diocese of Arusha in 1963 he found himself under Bishop
Dennis Durning and devoted the remaining 27 years of his life to the development
of that diocese with all the vigor and utter dependability that was in him.
He hated to be addressed as Colman and preferred the nickname Shorty.
Though he was short, it did not give him an inferiority complex; a perpetual broad
smile on his face amply made up for that deficiency. His letters reveal that great
sense of humor one finds in many saints. One would look in vain for any
complaints from him; extra work was shrugged off as "that something I enjoy
doing."
After serving for about seven years in declining health mainly as secretary to the
district's superior, he had at last to admit that he could no longer carry on, but he
was happy that he could spend the short time that remained in his beloved
Kilimanjaro. He died peacefully in his sleep at the mission hospital.
Fax, telex and telephone sped the news of his death far off; drums, donkey-riders
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and word of mouth did the same in the areas where he had labored. On very short
notice, three bishops, 120 priests, uncounted sisters and a very large crowd of the
faithful gathered for his funeral Mass two days later. The powerful singing of
Swahili hymns must have sounded like heavenly music to Shorty.
After a simple burial in the Spiritan cemetery of the East Africa Province,
everyone sat down on the grass in front of the church. then various people stepped
forward and told how Father Shorty had touched their lives, from the bishop of
Moshi down to an old man whom he had baptized decades ago and who said that
many people had come to follow Jesus because of what they saw in Shorty. A
simple meal of bananas and meat closed the farewell to the valiant priest.
President Jimmy Carter once told the story of a man who was taken to court and
accused of being a Christian. There is no doubt that, if Shorty had been that man,
he would have been found guilty on all counts.
CSSp Newsletter USA-East, Jan./Feb. 1991; Arch. CSSp USA
(farewell to Shorty by Fr. Edward Marchessault)
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Fr. Simon J. ST ARK 55 USA TZA USA
* January 2, 1911 Detroit

+ November 15, 1966 Bay City, Ml

A Cornwells graduate, 1924-30, he made his vows at Ridgefield on August 6,
1931, did his senior studies at Ferndale and was ordained there on September 7,
1936.
On September 30 of the following year he belonged to the group of American
Spiritans who sailed from Brooklyn via the southern route to Tanga. They had been
assigned to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro.
We find him there stationed at Arusha and from 1945 on at Mashati, where he
later became the local head of this station.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1947, he did pastoral ministry in Michigan, Wisconsin,
South Carolina and Louisiana, mostly working in African-American parishes.
In 1960 he became an assistant in Bay City, Ml.
sustained when he fell on ice.

He died there of injuries

"He was the kind of a person whom others wanted to help because he would
neglect his own comfort to be able to do more for his flock."
O.P. February 1967, 21 ff.; SWWW 774
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Fr. Joseph P. LUCEY 84 USA TZA USA
* February 24, 1907 Pittsburgh

+ January 1, 1992 Pittsburgh, PA

The youngest of ten children, he attended Duquesne University and Geneva
College for three years while also working in the office of a railroad company.
Desirous of becoming a priest, he then entered Cornwells to prepare himself for
this vocation.
At the age of 24, he made his profession in Ridgefield on July 25, 1931. His
request, however, to be admitted to perpetual vows in 1935 was turned down and
he even received formal advise to withdraw from the Congregation. The reasons
given were a marked singularity of conduct and a lack of judgment that were not
sufficiently offset by his great zeal, industriousness and obvious good will. Joseph,
however, accepted his rejection with such humility and eagerness to correct his
ways that he was first allowed to renew his vows temporarily and then in January
1937 in perpetuity.
While there remained some lingering doubts about possible complications
because of his personal style, his remarkable zeal, sincerity of purpose and great
love of the poor gained the day, and on February 2, 1937 he was ordained a priest
at Ferndale, the seminary where he had done his senior studies.
Assigned to the Kilimanjaro district in East Africa, he sailed on September 30,
1937. He worked there for four years. He is best remembered for setting up the
first wholly indigenous community of African Sisters conducting a hospital clinic on
their own, after being trained by the Precious Blood Sisters. He ran into some
difficulties with Sp. Joseph Byrne, who was used to strict conformity, worked briefly
for the Apostolic Delegate in Mombasa and then in 1941 returned to the States for
medical attention. Given the war time situation, his return took place via Indonesia
to San Francisco on the Dutch steamer Klipfontein.
After several short appointments to various places, he came, so to speak, into his
own in 1953 when he became pastor to Our Lady of Lourdes parish for AfricanAmericans in Abbeville, LA. He spent ten years there and had a profound impact
on the parish. To keep the parochial school open, despite lack of funds or teaching
Sisters, he made a successful appeal to five university graduates in Pittsburgh and
Philadelphia to teach and serve for $50 a month pocket money: "The lay apostolate
is a vivid reality" in Abbeville, headlined the regional Catholic newspaper. The
backward little grade school grew to 280 eager scholars and acquired a
respectable reputation. He was able to continue the system as long as he stayed in
Abbeville.
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In 1963 he received a transfer to St. Joseph's, Hartsville, SC, a tiny parish having
only 26 African-American parishioners and virtually no chance of development.
Instead of advising its closing, Fr. Lucey took up the challenge. Darlington County,
the home of Hartsville, had a population of 53,000 and 20% of the people lived in
stark poverty. Overcoming the handicap of being a Catholic priest in a sojidly
Protestant county and of serving despised blacks, Fr. Lucey started a campaign to
provide better living conditions for all the poor of the town, regardless of creed or
race.
He became "a thorn in the flesh for many people, due to his zeal and persistence"
in exposing that poverty to the unwilling eyes of the public at large that refused to
believe his vivid descriptions of hunger and want. Slowly, however, he made
headway, and was even elected chairman of Hartsville's South Carolina Council
on Human Relations. He secured food stamps for the poor and distributed free food
to those unable to pay even the modest cost of the stamps. He opened a child
development center, funded by the Office of Economic Activity, in the former
parochial school, and earned a Rural Service Award for "outstanding
achievements" in the alleviation of rural poverty and in race relations. All this while
his health continued to be precarious.
After 17 years of unremitting labor in Hartsville, he realized that the time had
come for him to give up his beloved work among the poor and in 1980 he
gracefully consented to retirement. The City Council of Hartsville passed a
resolution expressing its gratitude for the great services to the people rendered by
"this man of all seasons."
When his parents died, they had left stock they owned to their children. Joseph
was the youngest, and as his brother and eight sisters passed away, they left their
shares of stock to him for the Lucey Mission Fund. While living himself in poverty in
his own mission, he never spent a cent of the Fund's income on his own comfort.
All of it went to apostolic and charitable causes.
For the final 12 years of his life he stayed in the Vincentian Home for the
chronically ill, but continued to remain active as much as he could, both inside and
outside the house. He died there of heart failure.
SWWW Appendix USA; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Jeremiah J. LYNCH 72 IRELAND SL KEN IRL
• November 16, 1899 Fort Richard, Nohoval, Co. Cork

+ July 1, 1973 Dublin

A brother of Fr. Austin and a nephew of the Frs. Austin and Daniel Lynch, he did
his classical studies at Blackrock till 1917 and then prefected for three years there.
After making his vows in 1921, he earned a B.A. in philosophy in 1924 and did his
theology at Blackrock. On June 19, 1927 he was ordained at All Hallows College.
The following year he sailed for Sierra Leone, where he served for two years at
Moyamba. Then he was struck by a car and so badly injured that he had to be sent
home on a stretcher. After recovery he returned to Sierra Leone in 1932 and was
stationed at Brookfield. He served as vicar delegate to Bp. O'Gorman till 1935.
Then another accident occurred--this time on a motorcycle--that sent him home
again to convalesce.
On October 16, 1937 he could sail from London to· his new destination, the
Vicariate of Zanzibar. Bp. Heffernan placed him in Mombasa at Holy Spirit Church.
During World War Two he became known for his hospitality toward the many
missionaries who passed through this busy city.
In 1945 he assumed the directorship of the Holy Spirit High School in Mangu; he
also taught mathematics there. Then his health broke down in 1947 and he had to
return to Ireland.
Living in Blackrock, he still taught mathematics for several years before going into
semi-retirement at the same location. As his infirmities increased, he was
transferred to a nursing home.
"Faithful in all his duties, charitable and companionable, he was a man of peace
and loved by all."
IBN July 1
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Fr. Edward J. FITZGERALD 83 IRELAND KEN TZA IRL
* January 25, 1909 Dublin
+ March 27, 1993 Kimmage
A Rockwell graduate, he made his vows at Kimmage on September 1, 1929,
prefected at Rockwell and finished his studies at Kimmage. He was ordained on
June 21, 1936.
On October 16, 1937 he embarked at London for the voyage to Kenya's Vicariate
of Zanzibar. We find him there listed as serving at Sura till 1942 and at Kabaa till
1947. During a leave in Ireland he was retained for two years, but returned in
1950, served for one year on the island of Pemba and then taught at St. Mary's
School in Nairobi for 15 years.
In 1968 he went back to Ireland, doing chaplain ministry in a hospital. Retired at
Kimmage in 1983, he could celebrate there the golden anniversary of his
ordination in 1986. He died six years later.
Endowed with a fine sense of humor and a perfectionist in his work, he was
above all a very good priest and religious.
ISN March 27
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Fr. Jerome DOODY 68 IRELAND IRL KEN
* September 1, 1909 Monegea, Co. Limerick

+ August 27, 1978 Limerick

A brother of Fr. Michael, he attended Slackrock, 1924-28, made his vows at
Kimmage on September 1, 1929, prefected for two years at Rathmines, finished his
senior studies at Kimmage, and was ordained in 1936.
On October 16, 1937 he embarked at London for the Vicariate of Zanzibar, where
he was to work for four decades. He began his labors at Limuru and served at
Lioki and Sura, but it was at Kagwe that he made his mark as a founder. When he
accepted the task of opening a mission there in 1960, there was just a small
possibility that the work might succeed, but under his direction it grew up and
developed into a flourishing parish with not just a church and a rectory, but its own
secondary school and hospital. He knew every child by name and its parents as
well, and he treated all people as his brothers and sisters.
As a token of
appreciation the people elected and formally installed him as an Elder of the
Kikuyu Nation, a distinction that was but rarely accorded to a white man.
He would not think of retiring, even when his strength began to fail. Death came
for him suddenly while he was on leave in Ireland.
ISN August 27
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Fr. John J. O'MEARA 61 IRELAND KEN
* August 8, 1909 lnisfallen Parade, Drumcondra

+ March 15, 1970 Nairobi

He completed his classical studies at Blackrock in 1925 and made his vows at
Kimmage on August 26, 1926. He then prefected at Rathmines while also earning
a B.A. and in 1931 his Higher Diploma of Education. While finishing his theology
studies, he was ordained on June 22, 1935 at All Hallows College.
Appointed to the Vicariate of Zanzibar in the following year, he spent an
additional year in London, pursuing postgraduate studies in education.
On October 20, 1937 he sailed from London to Mombasa. As could be expected,
most of his years in Kenya were to be spent in education. He began by teaching in
the High School at Kabaa and became its headmaster before he moved to assume
the same function at Holy Spirit High School in Mangu.
From 1945 on he was also the Educational Secretary General for all Catholic
schools in Kenya, a function he held for twenty years. Taking up residence at
Eastleigh and later at St. Mary's School, Nairobi, he dealt not only with all routine
matters of his office, but also with the frequent delicate problems of liaison between
the missions and the government. As such, he won the complete confidence of all
parties. "His sincerity and truthfulness were a byword. His deference to authority
and respect for it were not allowed to impinge upon what he believed to be the
claims of justice from whatever source these arose."
During his final five years he was pastor of St. Francis Xavier parish in Parklands,
Nairobi, while also in charge of its secondary school. He died there suddenly while
working at his desk.
IBN March 15
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Fr. Piet Josef VER STE GEN 73 NETHERLANDS TZA KEN ZRE NL
* April 15, 1912 Sevenum, L.
+ November 10, 1985 Boxmeer N.B.
Sjef, as he was usually called, attended the junior seminaries at Gernert and
Weert, 1924-31, made his vows at Gennep on September 2, 1932 and then did his
senior studies at Gernert.
While still in minor orders, he sailed to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo on February 19,
1938. Bp. Hilhorst placed him at Bagamoyo and ordained him on August 24, 1940
at Morogoro. He then was assigned to Mhonda.
During World War Two he worked in Kenya from 1942 on to help replace Italian
priests who had been interned as potentially dangerous enemies. It was not easy
for him to deal there with an alien and sometimes hostile environment. Returning
to Tanganyika at the end of the war, he was assigned to Ilong a until 1948.
From that year on he functioned as an assistant in a parish in Holland until in
1953 he could go to the Vicariate of Kongolo in present-day Zaire. That country
also was going through a tormented time before gaining its independence and,
again, it was difficult for him to function there.
Returning to Holland in 1960, he still served for 24 years as an assistant in small
parishes, until in 1984 he retired to Gennep. He died of a heart attack in a nearby
hospital.
The somewhat unusual course of his life indicates that he was an unusual man.
Given to hypochondria and subject to occasional outbursts of anger, he was
nonetheless a very conscientious priest whose personal needs were extremely
modest. Had he lived in more placid times and places, he might have done better.
As it was, he had difficulty coming to terms with the world and with life, but he
endeavored in his own modest way to be faithful to God.
Spinet 1985/11
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Fr. Sylvester F. DELLERT 58 USA TZA USA
* December 27, 1910 Sharpsburg, PA
+ February 21, 1969 Little Rock, AR
A Cornwells graduate in 1931, he was professed at Ridgefield on July 25, 1932
and did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was ordained on September 8,
1937.
In 1938 he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He taught there at St. James
Seminary in Kilema and then did pastoral ministry at Rombo and Mashati-Useri.
In 1948 he returned to the U.S.A. and rendered another twenty years of service at
Spiritan parishes in Pennsylvania, Oklahoma, California and Arkansas.
His last assignment was at St. Joseph's, Conway, AR, where he went in 1965.
He developed diabetes there and died in a nearby hospital. More than one
thousand parishioners accompanied his mortal remains to the grave.
SWWW837
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Fr. Sylvester B. FUSAN 64 USA TZA USA
* March 7, 1911 Etna, PA

+ June 17, 1975 Pittsburgh

After attending Cornwells, 1925-31, he made his vows at Ridgefield on June 25,
1932. He did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was ordained on
September 8, 1937.
In 1938 he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He did missionary work there at
Arusha and taught at St. James Seminary in Kilema.
In 1948 he returned to the U.S.A. and engaged in pastoral ministry in the Detroit
area until in 1970 he was transferred to Millvale, PA He died of a heart attack in a
hospital.
"Universally liked, he was a hard-working priest, who loved a challenge and
usually succeeded."
CSSp Newsletter USA-East, July 1975; SWWW 990
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Fr. Joseph FITZSIMMONS 65 GREAT BRITAIN HTI TZA GB
+ December 17, 1974 England
* January 14, 1909 Liverpool
He made his vows on September 8, 1928 at Orly and did his senior studies at
Chevilly. In 1932 he was sent to prefect at St. Martial's College in Haiti. After
finishing his theology at Chevilly, he went on March 5, 1936 to the Vicariate of
Kilimanjaro. He was ordained at Kilema by Bp. Joseph Byrne on January 22,
1938.
We find him serving at Kibosho in 1939 but, due to war time conditions, are
unable to say whether he also served elsewhere.
In 1946 he returned to England and served there as bursar, director of late
vocations and, finally, as spiritual director in the novitiate.
E.P. and B.G. passim
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Fr. Edmond J. LEONARD USA TZA USA
* March 4, 191 O Roseton, NY
He did his classical studies at Comwells, 1925-31, made his vows at Ridgefield
on July 25, 1932 and attended the senior seminary at Ferndale. He was ordained
there on September 8, 1937.
In 1938 he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He served there at Tanga
before being appointed to the staff of the Teachers Training School in Singa Chini.
Returning to the States in 1945, he assisted the mission procurator for two years
while also recovering his health.
Thereafter his ministry went mostly to African-Americans in Detroit and various
parishes in Louisiana as their pastor. In 1970 he became pastor at Hemet, CA. His
final assignment was a provincial treasurer in the U.S.A.-West Province, while
stationed at Denver, CO.
In 1981 he retired to Hemet, CA, where he could celebrate the golden jubilee of
his ordination in 1987.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Br. Ananias (Harrie) DENIS 75 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
+ January 7, 1988 Breda NL
* November 27, 1912 Baarle Nassau, N.B.
He entered the Brothers' novitiate in his home town in 1928 and made his vows
there on March 19, 1931. He had learned to be a baker there, but was always
eager to learn all kinds of things. His hidden talents soon revealed themselves and
he was transferred to Weert to take care of administrative duties.
In 1938 he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, where he was to work for three
decades. Bp. Hilhorst placed him at Morogoro with its complex of schools. He took
charge of its printshop, studied much and soon proved to be a born teacher. He
knew how to transfer his own enthusiasm and knowledge to his pupils. His
detailed observation of local customs resulted in a small book about the Wakwere.
In the early 1950s he became an assistant to the diocesan procurator and went to
reside in the bishop's house at Kirakala. His accuracy and punctuality in keeping
the books in order stood him there in good stead.
By 1968 we find him in his final assignment at Bagamoyo. At that time it was still
a very busy place with a large staff and some 140 junior seminarians. He became
bursar there, but he also interested the students in observing the local flora and
fauna in their spare time.
His body was about worn out in 1970 when he returned to Holland, but his mind
was still bubbling over with new ideas and plans. He published several books
about Africa and about the Morogoro mission and he helped staff the mission
documentation center in Gernert. His enthusiasm for Africa never wavered.
Multiple ailments drove him into retirement in 1982. A stroke led to his death in a
hospital. He left behind the memory of a man who had used his talents fully in the
service of other people.
Spinet 43/2
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Br. Samuel (Leopold) DORSSERS 79 BELGIUM NL B TZA
+ November 5, 1987 Gennep
* November 17, 1905 lxelles (D. of Liege)
He entered the Baarle Nassau formation house for Brothers in 1922 and made
his vows there on March 15, 1927. He also became a qualified carpenter there.
After 11 years of service in Baarle Nassau and in Belgium, he could pronounce his
life-long commitment to the Congregation in 1938.
In the same year he sailed to East Africa, having been assigned to the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. He was destined to devote 34 years of his life to the development of
this mission into the Diocese of Morogoro.
We find him listed at Matombo and, after World War Two, in Morogoro and at
nearby Kirakala and, in the 1960s, at llonga and Bunduki, but these listings do not
mention places in between those years, such as Kimamba. As a builder, he moved
around from job to job and was assigned to another job as soon as he finished a
project somewhere.
We can mention that he built the senior seminary of the diocese, the bishop's
residence and procure at Kirakala, and the church at Kimamba.
Returning in 1972 to. Holland, he continued to work till he was 70 and then
entered the retirement home at Gennep. He celebrated the diamond jubilee of his
religious profession there and then died shortly before his 80th birthday.
He was not only a fine tradesman but also a pleasant confrere and a faithful
religious. But he did not hesitate to state his views when he saw injustice, whether
done to others or to himself.
When he was in his last illness, the doctor was ready to try another series of
drastic remedies, but he declined saying, "I have lived long enough and I've had a
happy life. I am ready for my final voyage and to go home to my heavenly Father."
Spinet 42/12
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Fr. Bernard J. CULLIGAN 64 IRELAND TT IRL KEN
* November 9, 1904 Tubbird, Oldcastle, Co. Meath
+ October 27, 1969 Nairobi
He came to the Congregation from Maynooth in 1923 and made his vows on
September 9, 1924 at Kimmage. Attending the University College of Dublin, he
earned a B.A. in classics and a Higher Education Diploma in 1927. After doing his
philosophy, he prefected for two years at Blackrock till 1931. While finishing his
theology, he was ordained in Dublin on June 24, 1924.
Assigned to Trinidad, he taught for four years at St. Mary's College and was then
transferred to the Vicariate of Zanzibar.
We find him there at Kabaa's Teachers Training School in 1939 and, after World
War Two at St. Austin, Nairobi. By 1952 he had become headmaster at Kabaa and
in 1961 he was attached to the Teachers Training School in Kilimanbogo.
Thereafter he served at Riruta, Kalimoni and Thika.
Though suffering from leukemia, he preferred to end his days in Kenya and
occupied himself with the beatification cause of Edel Quinn, the envoy of the
Legion of Mary. The final documents in the cause he had to dictate from his
sickbed at St. Theresa, Nairobi.
Tall and imperturbable he was a hard-working priest, fully dedicated to his task,
whatever it was.
IBN October 27; SWWW 851
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Br. Columba Patrick (Stanislaus) SHEEHY 56 IRELAND IRL KEN TZA
+ December 19, 1968 Kimmage
* January 13, 1912 Bemullet, Co. Mayo
He entered the Brothers' novitiate at Kimmage in 1928 and made his vows on
March 25, 1930. He then had two additional years of training in Chevilly, 1934-36.
In 1938 he could sail to East Africa's Vicariate of Zanzibar. His first assignment
there was to St. Austin's, Nairobi; later he also served on the island of Zanzibar and
at Sura. His work included supervising constructions and coffee plantations.
After a brief stay in Ireland in 1946 we find him back in Nairobi, where he became
much involved in running the city's Catholic Bookshop.
In 1962 he returned to Ireland, serving mainly at Rockwell and then at Kimmage.
A serious illness forced him to retire in 1964. It lingered on for two years of great
suffering, but he endured it patiently. He died there peacefully in the Lord.
IBN December 19
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Fr. Laurence 0. NUGENT 45 IRELAND IRL KEN
* January 12, 1910 Bluebell, Dublin

+ October 24, 1955 Mombasa

A Blackrock graduate, 1927-30, he made his vows on September 5, 1931 at
Kimmage. While doing his philosophy at Blackrock, he also prefected there. He
completed his senior studies at Kimmage and was ordained on June 20, 1937 in
Dublin.
In 1938 he sailed to Kenya, where he made his apprenticeship at Giriama.
During world War Two, when the Italian Consolata Fathers were interned as enemy
aliens, Bp. H ffernan called upon him to take charge of the Consolata Vicariate of
Nyeri. He quickly learned Kikuyu, reopened the schools and proved to be a good
shepherd. The hill tribes of Karema in particular benefitted from his dedication.
After the war he returned to Giriama. He was attached to Kabaa when in 1952
the bishop asked him to take over the newly founded station at Malindi, near the
coast. As usual, he worked very hard there and became seriously ill after three
years.
He died a few weeks later in the hospital, leaving "the memory of a sincerely
devoted, unselfish and spiritual apostle."
IBN October 24
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Fr. Michael P. GROGAN 82 GREAT BRITAIN KEN IRL GB
+ July 26, 1993 Dublin
* October 2, 1910 Aston, Warwickshire
A Rockwell graduate, he made his vows at Kimmage on September 5, 1931.
After doing his philosophy, he prefected at Rockwell for one year. In the final year
of his theology studies he was ordained at Dublin on June 20, 1937.
The following year he sailed for the Vicariate of Zanzibar. He served there at St.
Peter Claver, Nairobi, till 1940 and then for three years outside the vicariate to
replace Italian missionaries who had been interned because of World War Two.
Thereafter we find him at Waa and Ushangoni till 1946 and at Kilungu till he went
on leave in 1948. He then served three more years in Nairobi at St. Mary's School
and at St. Austin's.
Returning to Irel and in 1952, he was attached to Rockwell for 13 years and then
did parish ministry in Great Britain. After a few years of service as a chaplain in
Ireland, he retired to Kimmage Manor. He died in a nursing home.
Arch. CSSp Dublin

394
Fr. Finbar M. O'SULLIVAN 71 IRELAND IRL KEN TZA GB
+ February 17, 1983 Nottingham
* May 3, 1911 Bantry, C. Cork
He graduated from Blackrock, made his vows at Kimmage on September 3, 1930,
finished his senior studies there and was ordained on June 21, 1936 in the same
location.
After teaching for one year at Blackrock while preparing for a Higher Diploma in
Education, he could sail in 1938 for the Vicariate of Zanzibar.
We find him there at the Teachers Training School in Kabaa as late as 1947. He
also served on the island of Zanzibar, at Waa, Mangu and Sura.
When the Diocese of Mombasa was split off from Nairobi, he continued to serve
as pastor in Sura, but in 1968 we find him at the Mombasa Holy Spirit Cathedral.
He also was financial secretary of the diocese there.
While on leave in 1981 after 42 years of service in Africa, he was told that his
health precluded any return to Kenya. The last year of his life was spent at a
Nottingham parish in England.
He died there suddenly, leaving the memory of a quiet and unobtrusive priest,
utterly devoted to his ministry.
IBN February 17
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Fr. Piet van ADRICHEM 80 NETHERLANDS TZA
* September 4, 1909 The Hague

+ June 27, 1990 Weert

He did his junior studies at Gernert and Weert, 1923-31, was professed on
September 2, 1932 at Gennep, attended the philosophy and theology classes at
Gernert and was ordained there on July 18, 1937.
In October of the following year he sailed for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, where he
got his introduction to Africa at Lugoba and Ngerengere. In 1942 he took charge
as pastor pro tern of Vidunda, and the following year he took over the Kidodi parish.
After a visit to Holland in 1949, we find him again as pastor at Vidunda and
Kilosa.
By 1957 he held the same position at Matombo, where he was also dean of that
area. Eight years later, he began to serve as Spiritan District Superior and took up
residence at Tangeni for five years.
In 1970 we find him again at Matombo as pastor, but the following year he ceded
that position to an African priest and served as his assistant till 1976. Thereafter he
still served for one year each as an assistant at Mgeta and Bunduki. His final
assignment took him to Mikumi, where he was an assistant till 1983.
Having given 45 years of his life to Africa, he returned to Holland and retired at
Weert, where he still could live for seven years in relatively good health. He died
there of bone cancer in the hospital after an illness of one month.
A simple and unpretentious man, he was known as a peacemaker; he managed
to create harmony when disunity arose. When he was dean at Matombo, he
molded his pastoral team into a very effective whole. As district superior, he went
through the period of rapid Africanization and experienced difficulty in coming to
decisions that could be painful for some people. On a personal level, however, he
did not hesitate to switch from being a pastor to becoming an assistant to an African
priest.
Spinet 45/6
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Fr. Joseph VERMEULEN 62 NETHERLANDS NL TZA
+ April 25, 1972 Amsterdam
* October 22, 1909 Amsterdam
He entered the Congregation at Weert in 1922, made his vows at Gennep on
September 18, 1930, did his senior studies at Gernert and was ordained on July
25, 1935 at Nijmegen.
After one year of teaching at Weert, he could sail for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo in
the fall of 1938. He was to spend 34 years there. We find him listed as in Mgeta
before World War Two and, after it, at Mhonda and Maskati. In the early 1950s he
was in charge of the Lumbiji mission.
Next, we find him as director of the diocesan senior seminary at Morogoro in
1960, and then at the bishop's residence.
For many years he accompanied the bishops on their confirmation tours of the
diocese. At home at Kirakala, the bishop's residence, he was the cordial host to all
who came to see the bishop.
His final post was to be pastor at Vidunda, high up in the mountains. He stood
there all alone and gave his last ounce of strength on exhausting safaris, climbing
mountains under a broiling sun, to visit its outposts.
Early in 1972 he was found suffering from liver cancer and flown back to Holland.
He died there two months later.
He befriended all, whether black or white, ever ready to help people in their
needs. With St. Paul he could have said, "I have become all things to all people to
gain them all for Christ."
Spinet 112
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Fr. Willem G. KRIJNEN 80 NETHERLANDS TZA NL ZRE
* December 28, 1910 Oosterhout, N.B.
+ March 7, 1991 Nijmegen
Wim, as he was called, had studied with the Mill Hill Fathers, but entered the
Spiritan novitiate at Gennep and made his vows on August 26, 1934. He
continued his senior studies at Gernert, where he was ordained on July 18, 1937.
In October 1938 he embarked for East Africa to work in the Vicariate of
Bagamoyo. His health was not too good and Bp. Hilhorst tried to find a place that
was suitable for him. He served successively at Kikeo, Mgeta, Maskati, Tangeni
and Vidunda during the eight years he spent in Tanganyika.
Ill, he returned to Holland in 1946. By 1953 he was ready to try again and could
go to the Diocese of Kongolo in present-day Zaire. He taught there at the seminary
and was chaplain to the Legion of Mary, but six years later his health again
required a return to Europe.
In 1964 he became pastor of a parish in his home province. He served there for
16 years to the great satisfaction of the people, who appreciated his unfailing visits
to anyone who was ill.
Retiring in 1980, he spent the last nine years of his life at Gennep. He died of a
heart attack soon after arriving in the hospital.
Sensitive and somewhat withdrawn, he was nonetheless a kind confrere and a
dedicated priest who lived his faith. The changes in the Church that began in the
1960s bewildered him, but he nonetheless tried to adapt himself to the new age.
Spinet 46/4
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Fr. Adriaan SLEUT JES 70 NETHERLANDS
* December 16, 1912 Den Dungen, N.B.

TZA

+ September 1, 1983 Chigoue

Janus, as he was called, transferred from a junior seminary in Louvain to Weert in
1927, made his vows at Gennep on September 12, 1932 and did his senior
studies at Gernert, where he was ordained on July 18, 1937.
In October 1938 he embarked for the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, where he was to
serve for 45 years. Bp. Hilhorst placed him first as a teacher at the junior seminary,
then at llonga and later in Bagamoyo.
In 1944 he could go into more pastoral ministry and served successively at
Mgeta, Maskati, Mhonda, Mandera, llonga, Kilosa and Morogoro.
In 1979 he was elected District Superior, a function which he held for three years.
Given the rapid changes of that time, it was not easy for him to make decisions, but
he valiantly tried to do the best he could.
His final year was spent at Mandera as pastor. He was suffering from diabetes
then and expected to retire to Morogoro. When a guest from his hometown came to
visit him, he went with him by car to visit his cousin some 600 miles away in
Sumbawanga. En route at Mbeya, he became seriously ill and died a few days
later. His burial took place at Mgolele.
He was loath to leave Africa and its people, to whom he had dedicated his life,
and they returned his love. For his fellow priests he was a congenial and very
hospitable man, always ready to help them, without counting the cost to himself.
Spinet 1983/9
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Fr. Anteon MELIS NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* July 27, 1910 Amsterdam
He did his junior studies at Gernert and Weert, made his vows at Gennep on
September 2, 1932 and went to Gernert for his senior courses. He was also
ordained there on July 18, 1937.
In October of the following year he arrived in the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. After
one year of apprenticeship at Mhonda, Bp. Hilhorst sent him to St. Patrick's in
Morogoro. During the World War Two years he served at Mgeta until in 1945 he
could return to Mhonda.
Thereafter we find him as pastor at Morogoro, at nearby Kigurumjembe in 1950,
at Tchenzema in 1953, and in Kilosa in 1958. He then returned to Kigurumjembe
and in 1960 to the town parish of Morogoro itself. Following a series of short-time
assignments, we find him in 1968 at Kilosa, where he continued to serve for five
years.
His long list of assignments had its source in his willingness to serve wherever
needed in emergencies. His final appointment was as chaplain to the Turiani
hospital in 1973. When he said farewell to Africa seven years later, he had given
46 years of his life to the Morogoro diocese.
Not being a man to sit down idle, he assumed chaplain duties in a retirement
home in Amsterdam until in 1988 he was named superior of the multilingual
Spiritan community in Amsterdam. It looks after refugees from all over the world
who have settled there.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Bp. Joseph SHANAHAN 72 IRELAND F IRL NGA KEN
+ December 25, 1943 Nairobi
• June 6, 1871 Glankeen, Co. Tipperary
He did his classical studies and part of his senior studies in France, 1886-1895,
prefected for one year at Merville and for another at Rockwell before he could
continue with his theology there. He had started his novitiate in France under Fr.
Grizard, but it was only on April 10, 1898 that he could make his vows at Rockwell.
On April 22, 1900 he was ordained a priest at Blackrock.
After serving for two years as dean of discipline at Rockwell, he received his
assignment to the Prefecture of Southern Nigeria. He became its prefect apostolic
in 1905.
Realizing that the future of the church in Southern Nigeria depended on
education, he founded the first Teachers Training Center at lbarian in 1913 and set
up a system of expanding education in ever widening circles. When in 1920 the
prefecture became a vicariate, he was ordained its bishop on June 6, 1920 at
Maynooth. His invitation to diocesan priests to share in the missions gave rise to
the foundation of the St. Patrick's Society, better known as the Kiltegan Fathers. In
1924 he founded the Missionary Sisters of the Holy Rosary.
Failing eyesight led him to resign in 1931, but he had set the stage for the
massive surge toward the Church that was to follow. There were about 84,000
Catholics then, as against a mere 5,000 when he took over the prefecture; and
nearly 2,000 teacher catechists gave instruction to some 114,000 catechumens in
1,400 stations.
Retiring to Clareville, Ireland, he remained there till 1938. Then, at the invitation of
Bp. Heffernan he travelled to Kenya with its more congenial climate. Heffernan had
thought that he would simply be chaplain to the Carmelite Sisters in Limuru, but the
convent was built in Nairobi, near St. Austin's Church, where Heffernan himself
also resided. The contrast between the two bishops was striking: Heffernan was
aloof and dull, though competent in his governance of the vicariate, while
Shanahan possessed a magnetic personality that drew people to him, much in the
same way as the Blessed Daniel Brottier did. (Or as Pope John Paul II does). It
created some tension between them, but both were careful to avoid a conflict.
Five years after his arrival in Kenya, Bp. Shanahan died. His remains were
buried a second time in 1955 in the cathedral of Onitsha. In the eyes of his many
admirers Bp. Shanahan was the greatest missionary of modern times and the Ibo
people's enthusiasm about having his last resting place on earth among them
showed how highly they venerated their bishop.
IBN December 25; Desmond Forrestall, The Second Burial o f Bishop Shanahan,
Dublin, 1990, 329 pages (biography)
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Fr. Willem RETERA 76 NETHERLANDS TZA
* September 7, 1899 Eindhoven

+ March 17, 1977 Morogoro

Willie, as everyone called him, had worked as a carpenter and furniture maker in
his father's business when, at the age of 29, he volunteered as a lay missionary in
the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. He worked there at Morogoro in the construction of
new buildings for the Teachers Training School and for a central residence serving
the personnel that came to visit the bishop, to make a retreat or take a few days of
relaxation.
What he saw in Morogoro convinced him that he should join the Congregation
and dedicate his whole life to its works. At first, he intended to become a Brother,
but then, realizing that he could do more good by becoming a priest, he gladly
accepted the offer of going on for the priesthood.
At the age of 32, he went to the junior seminary in Weert to fill some gaps in his
education. Though surrounded by boys in their teens, the ever-smiling, affable,
knowable athlete quickly adapted to the situation and became their uncrowned
leaded and Nestor. Professed at Gennep on August 27, 1933, he did his senior
studies at Gernert, where he was ordained on July 17, 1938.
In January 1939 he sailed back to East Africa. He was to work there for 38 years,
always readily available when the bishop appealed to him in emergencies to fill a
gap. That was the reason why he had about ten assignments throughout the
vicariate or diocese in his first 18 years.
After World War Two he was assistant to the District Superior, while also being in
charge of the Matombo area. By 1949 we find him residing at Kirakala at the
bishop's house as his vicar delegate, but soon after he went to the new mission at
Bigwa as director of its Middle and Industrial School, as well as novice master to
the African Brothers congregation called Servi Domini.
In 1956 he became the revered chaplain to the African Sisters of the Holy Heart
of Mary at Mgolele, near Morogoro, and at the same time pastor of the parish that
was developing there. He functioned as such for 20 years. He never failed to
make his daily visit to the local orphanage for he could adapt himself to the little
kids as readily as he had done to teenagers in the junior seminary.
His heart was so attached to Africa and its people that only once in those 38
years he went on leave. His hope that he would die there rather than in retirement
in Holland was also fulfilled. When he became seriously ill, he was sent to the
hospital in Morogoro, where the doctors diagnosed uremia. He died three weeks
later.
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Throughout much of his life he had also functioned as an unofficial counselor to
fellow priests. They would come to him spontaneously when they wanted a heart
to heart talk. His probity and deeply religious character made him an almost
legendary figure in the Diocese of Morogoro.
Spinet 172/3
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Fr. Henry J. BYRNE 73 IRELAND KEN IRL
* April 27, 1910 Mt. Charles, Co. Donegal

+ March 28, 1984 Kimmage

A Rockwell graduate, he was professed at Kimmage on September 5, 1931 and
did his senior studies at Blackrock and Kimmage. He prefected at Rockwell, 193234, and was ordained on June 11, 1938 in Dublin.
In 1939 he sailed for the Vicariate of Zanzibar, where he was to labor for three
decades. Stationed at first in Nairobi at St. Peter Claver's, he became pastor of this
very busy parish some time during World War Two.
In the 1950s we find him as pastor at Makupa in what is now the Diocese of
Mombasa. Next, he was in charge of the station at Kinangop, near Nakuru, where
there was a small parish and a large diocesan farm to be taken care of.
His last assignment in Africa took him to Kongowea, near Mombasa, as pastor.
Returning to Ireland in 1969, he still served in parish ministry and as a hospital
chaplain. In 1982 he went into retirement at Kimmage and died two years later.
A zealous priest and a capable administrator with a shrewd judgment, he was
also a congenial confrere with a sense of humor.
IBN March 28

403
455

Fr. James J. MILLER 75 IRELAND KEN NGA IRL
• May 27, 1906 Vicarstown, Stradbally, Co. Laois

+ July 13, 1981 Cabinteely

A Blackrock graduate, he made his vows at Kimmage on August 28, 1927. After
doing his philosophy, he prefected for two years at Rockwell. He was ordained in
the final year of his theology on June 24, 1934 at Clonliffe.
In 1935 he sailed for the Vicariate of Onitsha-Owerri in Nigeria, but had to return a
year later for reasons of health.
In 1939, he could sail again, this time to the Zanzibar vicariate. He served there
for 11 years. Due to war time conditions, we have no details about his work, but by
1947 he was in charge of the Kilungu station.
Ailing, he returned to Ireland, where he assumed the chaplaincy of the Holy
Rosary Sisters at Castle Shanahan. Seventeen years later, he switched to a
hospital chaplaincy. Thereafter, he still served eight years as a hospital chaplain,
until a few months before his death.
IBN July 13
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Fr. Joseph LIKELY 54 IRELAND KEN IRL
• June 10, 1910 Mullinasole, Laghey,
Co. Donegal

+ December 31, 1964 Dublin

A Rockwell graduate, 1926-31, he made his vows at Kimmage on September 8,
1931. His senior studies at Kimmage were interrupted by one year of prefecting at
Rockwell. He became a priest on June 11, 1938 in Dublin.
The following year he sailed for East Africa, having been assigned to the
Vicariate of Zanzibar. Apart from one year of service in Ireland, 1959-60, his entire
active life was spent in Kenya.
We find him listed as in charge of the Kanzalo station that was opened in 1944 in
what became the Diocese of Machakos. In 1952, he was listed for a similar
position in Kilungu, and in 1961, after his leave in Ireland, he was attached to the
St. Peter Claver parish in Nairobi.
Leukemia soon forced him to return to Ireland for treatment. He valiantly tried to
resume work in Kenya in 1963, but it soon became obvious that his illness was
terminal. Going back to Ireland, he died there at St. Luke's Hospital.
IBN December 31
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Fr. Gerard T. FOLEY 75 IRELAND KEN IRL
* September 22, 1910 Belfast

+ September 23, 1985 Kimmage

He attended Rockwell, 1924-29, made his vows at Kimmage on September 3,
1930, earned a B.A. in philosophy at the University College of Dublin in 1933 and
prefected at Rockwell and at Rathmines while earning a Higher Diploma in
Education. During the last year of his theology at Kimmage, he was ordained on
July 31, 1938 in Dublin.
In 1939 he sailed for the Vicariate of Zanzibar, where he was assigned to St.
Mary's School, Nairobi, as bursar. As the school had then some 150 boarders, the
bursar's job alone was enough to keep a man fully occupied. However, he also
taught a full schedule of classes and did chaplain duties in his "spare time".
Considering that he had been sent to Kenya rather than elsewhere because his
health was delicate, it should be no surprise that in 1950 he was retained in
Ireland, while on leave, for that same reason. He taught there at St. Michael's
School and later at Blackrock for the remainder of his active life.
Retiring to Blackrock, he gradually withdrew more and more into his shell to the
point of becoming a recluse. He was then relocated to Kimmage, where it would
be easier to take care of him in his final years.
IBN September 23
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Fr. William P. ROCHE IRELAND KEN IRL
* March 15, 1911 Gould, Hackentstown, Co. Carlow
He made his vows on September 25, 1932 at Kimmage, prefected one year at
Blackrock and then did his senior studies at Kimmage. He was ordained on June
11, 1938 in Dublin.
The following year he sailed for the Vicariate of Zanzibar. We find him stationed
there successively, after World War Two, as an assistant in Riruta and Giriama in
the late 1940s and then at Limuru in 1952. In the early 1960s he was pastor of its
outstation at Ngarariga, where he had gone to reside with one assistant. There
were then over 5,000 Catholics there and an even larger number of catechumens.
The last of the ten stations where he worked was as pastor at Gatitu in 1968.
Returning to Ireland after three decades in Kenya, he remained active in pastoral
ministry as a parish assistant. Retired in 1985 he could celebrate the diamond
anniversary of his profession in 1993.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Patrick S. FULLEN IRELAND TT KEN
* August 11, 1911 Coalisland, Co. Tyrone
A Blackrock graduate, he made his vows on September 3, 1930 at Kimmage.
After doing his philosophy, he prefected in Trinidad at St. Mary's College, 1932-36.
In the final year of his theology at Kimmage, he was ordained on June 11, 1938 in
Dublin.
The following year he sailed for the Zanzibar vicariate. After World War Two he
served as pastor at Holy Spirit Church in Mombasa. Following a leave in 1952, he
was assigned to St. Mary's School in Nairobi. In 1956 the government awarded
him a M. 8. E. for his work among prison inmates. Some 600 of the 1,000 men who
were executed died as Catholics with a prayer on their lips.
From 1960 on he did pastoral ministry at Our Lady of the Visitation in Nairobi until
he became pastor in 1967 at Mangu. From 1970 to 1976 he was pastor again at
Our Lady of the Visitation. His final appointment was to Lioki. He could celebrate
the golden jubilee of his ordination in that mission in 1988 and observed the
following year that he had given half a century of his life to the service of Africa.
In 1991 he retired to Kimmage.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Patrick CURTIN 76 IRELAND KEN IRL
* April 4, 1912 Castleisland, Co. Kerry

+ March 6, 1989 Kimmage

The eldest of three brothers who joined the Congregation, he attended Blackrock
and made his vows on September 10, 1933 at Kimmage. After doing his
philosophy at Blackrock, he was found to suffer from tuberculosis and sent to the
sanatorium at Montana, Switzerland. He then continued his studies at Fribourg
and was ordained there on July 24, 1938.
The following year he sailed for the Zanzibar vicariate. When World War Two
broke out, he was one of the Spiritans who went to man missions left abandoned
by the internment of Italian missionaries.
It was hard work, too hard for his frail constitution. His health broke down and he
had to be repatriated in 1943.
His remaining years were spent in Rockwell, Kimmage and hospitals. Too weak
to be fully involved in ministry, he nonetheless was always eager to do whatever he
could.
IBN March 6
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Fr. Patrick McCAMBRIDGE 70 IRELAND KEN TZA
+ February 22, 1980 Dublin
* November 16, 1909 Ballymagarrett, Belfast
He attended Blackrock, 1927-31, and made his vows at Kimmage on September
8, 1932. He did his philosophy at Blackrock and prefected there before returning to
Kimmage for theology. On June 23, 1939 he was ordained in Dublin.
In the same year he sailed for Kenya. We find him there first at Kabaa and, after
World War Two, at Waa as an assistant and then in charge at St. George School.
In the 1950s he served as an assistant at Kiambu.
After the creation of the Mombasa-Zanzibar diocese in 1957, he went to work
there, first on the island of Zanzibar and then at Mombasa itself as pastor of the
Holy Spirit Cathedral. Twice, in the 1960s and 1970s the bishop sent him on a
fund-raising tour to the U.S.A.
Ill health caused his return to Ireland after 40 years of service in 1979. He died
there soon after at St. Luke's Hospital, Dublin.
IBN February 22
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Fr. James Joseph WHITE Sr. 76 USA TZA USA
* September 2, 1911 Philadelphia

+ June 9, 1988 Houston, TX

He completed his junior studies at Cornwells, 1930-32, and made his vows at
Ridgefield on July 16, 1933. In the last year of his theology at Ferndale, he was
ordained there on September 15, 1938.
Assigned to the Kilimanjaro vicariate in 1939, he served there for 13 years. He
became a prime mover in the apostolate to the Maasai. We find him listed as
working in Kilomeni, Tanga, Arusha, Mashati and Moshi.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1953, he ministered mainly in African-American
parishes in Louisiana, but also at Arlington, VA. When he needed less strenuous
positions, he was sent to California and Arizona parishes.
His retirement began in 1972, but he moved around restlessly until he was
placed in Houston, TX. He died there of a heart attack.
Nearly his entire active life had been spent at the service of Africans, whether in
Africa itself or in the U.S.A.
CSSp Newsletter USA-West, July/Aug. 1980; SWWW Appendix USA
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Br. Revocatus (Cor) van der ELST 71 NETHERLANDS NL TZA SA D
+ October 3, 1979 Heeswijk
• January 4, 1908 Sassenheim, Z. H.
A gardener by trade, he entered Baarle Nassau in 1928. As it was the second
time he tried, the novice master called him Revocatus (Called back again). This
time he stayed and made his vows on March 19, 1931. After eight years of service
in Baarle Nassau and Gernert, he received his assignment to Africa.
He sailed in 1939 to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, and worked there for 25 years,
taking care of the coffee plantations at Maskati and Mgeta.
An expert himself, he demanded the same perfection from the young Africans
who assisted him and were learning how agriculture had to be pursued. Those
who were willing to learn remembered him with gratitude; those who were too lazy
or sloppy viewed him as a nit-picking tyrant.
After a home leave in 1964, he was transferred to the Diocese of Bethlehem in
South Africa. He labored there for eight more years doing the same kind of work.
In 1972 he returned to Europe and was assigned to the parish of Gutersloh in
Germany for four years, doing whatever needed to be done. His final years were
spent in retirement at Gernert, still doing some administrative work.
He began ailing in 1978 and died about one year later.
An aloof kind of a man, he was nonetheless exemplary in his dedication to do the
best possible job with the talents God had given him. Yet his aloofness meant that
he had to work out whatever problems he had all by himself. He suffered much
from this, but could not bring himself to talk things over with anyone.
Spinet, October 1979
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Fr. Cornelius HOGAN 42 USA TZA USA
* June 23, 1911 Philadelphia

+ November 7, 1953 Harrisburg, PA

A brother of Fr. William Hogan, he was orphaned by the death of both parents in
the 1918 worldwide flu epidemic and grew up in the home of his uncle. He entered
Cornwells in 1926, made his vows on July 16, 1933 at Ridgefield and did his senior
studies at Ferndale, where he was ordained on September 15, 1938.
On September 30, 1939 he sailed on the "City of New York" via the southern
route to East Africa. Assigned to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro, he was stationed
there in various places during World War Two.
In 1945 he returned to the States, already marked by a stubborn affliction that
would not yield to treatment. He was repeatedly in and out of special care facilities.
On the day of his death, he took a cab during an early blizzard. The car got stuck
and both he and the driver died of carbon monoxide poisoning when the exhaust
became blocked by snow.
SWWW624
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Fr. Adriaan J. de LAAT NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* May 22, 1913 Maasheeze N.B.
He attended the junior seminaries of Gernert and Weert, 1925-32, made his vows
at Gennep on August 27, 1933 and did his senior studies at Gernert, where he was
also ordained on July 17, 1938.
In October 1939 he sailed from Venice to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. We have
no details about his places of assignment. In 1947 he began ailing and had to
return to Holland for treatment. He served there also as a pastoral assistant until in
1951 he was able to go back to Tanganyika.
Four years later, however, it became evident that all further thought of serving in
Africa had to be given up. He returned once again to Holland for treatment. When
the Congregation's house in Gennep began to function as a retirement home, he
went to reside there.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Piet Jan REUMERS 65 NETHERLANDS TZA D
+ December 15, 1976 Neuss, D
* September 12, 1911 Posterholt, L
Sjang, as he was known, did his junior studies at Gernert and Weert, made his
vows on August 27, 1933 at Gennep and completed his senior studies at Gernert,
where he was ordained on July 17, 1938.
In October 1939, when World War Two had already started but all was still quiet
on the western front, he belonged to a group of Dutch Spiritans who via Germany
travelled to Venice and embarked on a ship that would carry them to East Africa or
beyond.
He labored there, first in the Vicariate of Bagamoyo for 12 years, and from 1961
on in the Prefecture of Same for ten years.
We do not know his locations during the war years, but by 1947 we find him in
charge of the Msongozi mission and by the mid-fifties in a similar position at Mlali.
He built there virtually the entire plant of that mission.
In 1961 he became one of the Dutch Spiritans who were chosen to go to the
Same region of the Diocese of Moshi to help develop that area in the Upara
mountains. In 1963 it became a separate jurisdiction as the Prefecture of Same.
We find him there stationed at Kilomeni.
His health was no longer as good as it used to be when in 1971 he returned to
Holland, but he volunteered for ministry in Germany. His main work there was as
hospital chaplain at Dormagen. He died three years later after an operation.
He was a man who never said no when he was asked to do something. People
loved him for the cordiality and serenity of mind that made it easy for him to
empathize with them. He took for granted that it was he who should adapt himself
to others.
Spinet 169/3
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Fr. Gerrit van der VEER NETHERLANDS TZA
* March 31, 1912 Culemborg, U.
He began his classical studies at Germert in 1925 and finished them at Weert in
1932. On August 27, 1933 he made his vows at Gennep. He was ordained on July
27, 1938 at Gernert, while he was in the last year of his theological studies.
In October 1939 he belonged to the group of young Spiritans who travelled
through Germany to Venice, where the party embarked on an Italian steamer going
to East Africa. He worked for about two decades in the Vicariate of Bagamoyo.
After World War Two we find him listed as serving at Tchenzema, 1947, and at
Kisanga, an outstation of Kilosa, in 1952.
In 1959 he left the Congregation. He died on February 27, 1987 at Clervaux,
Luxemburg.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Willem van de EEDEN NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* November 5, 1912 Strijp-Einhoven
He did his classical studies at Gernert and Weert, 1928-32, made his vows at
Gennep on August 27, 1933, attended the senior seminary at Gernert and was
ordained there on July 17, 1938.
World War Two had already started but there was as yet no fighting on the
Western front when in October 1939 he belonged to a group of young Dutch
Spiritans, destined for East Africa and Angola, who travelled behind enemy lines
through Germany to Venice. An Italian steamer delivered them to East Africa. Bp.
Hilhorst gave him a teaching assignment at the Bagamoyo seminary and then sent
him to Matombo. After World War Two he served consecutively at Mvomero, Tawa
and Bigwa. In 1961 we find him listed at Kilosa.
He also served some time as vicar general of the bishop of Morogoro before
joining the team of Dutch Spiritans who went to Same in the early 1960s to staff the
new prefecture that was then being established in an area belonging to the
Diocese of Moshi. Part of his task there was to act as procurator of that mission.
His final assignment in Africa was to Mandera as its pastor.
After 42 years of service to Africa, he returned to Holland. He still served there as
pastor for two years before assuming the chaplaincy of a senior citizens home.
In 1988 he could celebrate the golden jubilee of his priesthood.
Arch. CSSp Gernert

411
469

Fr. James G. KAVANAGH IRELAND KEN IRL USA
• February 2, 1912 Inch, Co. Wexford
A Blackrock graduate, 1925-31, he was professed on September 8, 1932 at
Kimmage, did his philosophy at Blackrock and prefected for two years at
Rathmines. He did his theology at Kimmage, and was ordained on June 29, 1939
in Dublin.
The following year he sailed to the Zanzibar vicariate. We find him in charge of
the Machakos station, which had been opened in 1943.
Transferred to Nairobi, he became pastor of the venerable St. Austin Church
(established in 1899). After a leave in Ireland in 1952 the bishop made him rector
of the junior seminary, established at Kiserian in 1955. He also served as dean of
the Kiambu region. In 1967 he became vicar general of the Machakos diocese.
After three decades in Africa, he returned to Ireland. From there he went to the
U.S.A. doing parochial ministry in North Dakota and then as a member of the Irish
Spiritan community in Long Island, NY. In 1991 he retired to Kimmage.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Patrick A. HARTNETT IRELAND KEN
• October 5, 1914 Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick
He attended Blackrock, 1928-32, and made his vows on September 10, 1933 at
Kimmage. While doing his philosophy at Blackrock, he was found to be tubercular
and sent to the sanatorium in Montana, SW, where he could also continue his
studies. His theology at Louvain was interrupted by the outbreak of world War Two
and continued at Kimmage. Meanwhile he had been ordained at Rockwell on
June 30, 1940.
In late 1940 he sailed for Kenya to work in the Zanzibar vicariate. The first thirty
years of his ministry were given to teaching at St. Mary's School in Nairobi, except
for the years 1950-54, during which he taught and did pastoral work at Lushangoni,
near Sura.
From 1979 till 1982 we find him at Riruta in pastoral ministry, and then in a similar
position at the Holy Family Cathedral in Nairobi. By 1991 he had served in Africa
for half a century. He could celebrate the diamond jubilee of his profession there
in 1993.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Thomas O'SULLIVAN 75 IRELAND IRL KEN
* December 14, 1911 Claremorris, Co. Mayo

December 20, 1986 Nairobi

A Blackrock graduate, 1927-31, he earned a B.A. in 1933 and then made his
vows at Kilshane in 1934. He did his theology at Kimmage and was ordained on
June 20, 1937 in Dublin.
After serving as dean of discipline at Rathmines, he could sail to East Africa on
December 26, 1940. World War Two was then raging and by a long and circuitous
route he and his companions safely reached their destination. For him it was the
Vicariate of Zanzibar.
He served there in education at the High Schools in Kabaa, Mangu and Nairobi.
It was in fact with St. Mary's School in Nairobi that he was longest associated as its
headmaster.
In the 1970s when the Apostolic Nuncio in Nairobi needed a secretary, he
appeared to be the obvious choice: affable, congenial, interested in everyone and
everything, a good listener and capable of doing that in eight languages.
Actually he could master almost anything he set his mind to, whether it was an
intellectual discipline, playing various musical instruments, promoting sports or
piloting a plane. He had earned his pilot's license. He was a man in perpetual
motion.
He was scheduled to play in the production of the Messiah by the Nairobi
Symphony Orchestra on the day of his death. He was riding his Honda motorcycle
from one pastoral engagement to another when he hit a pot hole just when he was
waving his hand to someone and, mortally wounded, crashed to the ground. He
had served in Africa for 46 years.
IBN December 20
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Fr. James F. GIL TINAN IRELAND IRL NGA ETH KEN
* November 26, 1905 Rathanny, Tralee, Co. Kerry
A Blackrock graduate, 1919-24, he made his vows at Kimmage on August 24,
1925. He prefected for two years at Rathmines and Blackrock and then continued
his studies at Blackrock. On June 5, 1932 he was ordained in Dublin.
Assigned to the Vicariate of Southern Nigeria in 1933, he served there at Eke and
Port Harcourt.
While on leave in 1939, World War Two changed his assignment. He went to the
Zanzibar vicariate and appears to have been also in Ethiopia on a special
assignment during the war years. In 1947 we find him back in Kenya and stationed
at Kitui.
After another home leave in 1958, he became a staff member of the Kabaa High
School. He served there for many years. In 1980 he moved to the Diocese of
Machakos at Kaumoni.
Retiring to Kimmage soon after, he could celebrate his diamond jubilee as a
priest there in 1992.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Mel BANNON 72 IRELAND KEN
* April 28, 1913 Ardagh, Co. Longford

+ June 12, 1985 Dublin

He was 23 years old and had finished his philosophy when he entered the
Congregation at Kilshane in 1936. He made his vows there on September 27,
1937. During his theology studies at Kimmage he was ordained in 1940.
Despite World War Two, he could sail for Kenya's Vicariate of Zanzibar in 1941.
He was destined to serve there for four decades.
He helped expand and develop missions in the Kiambu area at Lioki, Kiriku,
Mangu and Kilimanbogo.
Frail all his life and frequently thought to be close to death, he would nonetheless
bounce back and resume his work at a pace that confounded the strong.
After another grave illness, he was sent home in May 1985 for treatment in
Ireland, but died there three weeks later.
IBN June 13
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Fr. Michael MADIGAN IRELAND TT KEN
* October 8, 1913 Derra, Askeaton, Co. Limerick
He attended Rockwell, 1929-32, made his vows at Kimmage on September 10,
1933 and did his philosophy at Blackrock. After prefecting for two years at St.
Mary's College, Trinidad, 1935-37, he was found to be suffering from tuberculosis
and sent to Montana, SW, for one year. He did his theology there and in Louvain.
On June 22, 1941 he was ordained at Rockwell.
The same year he sailed to the Vicariate of Zanzibar. We find him stationed after
World War Two in the area that was to become part of the Diocese of Mombasa
successively at Sura as an assistant, then in 1952 as director of the Lusangoni
station and in 1961 in a similar function at Mombasa-Makupa.
A few years later, he went to Giriama and became its pastor. In 1980 we find him
listed at Mariakani and in 1988 as an assistant at Holy Spirit Cathedral in
Mombasa.
By 1991 he could celebrate both his golden jubilee as a priest and half a century
of service in what had become the Archdiocese of Mombasa. Not a bad record for
someone affected by tuberculosis.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Peter LYOON 51 IRELAND KEN
* April 6, 1915 Passage West, Co. Kerry

+ October 22, 1966 Nairobi

A Rockwell graduate, he was professed at Kilshane on September 17, 1935. He
began his senior studies at Kimmage and continued them at Montana, SW, where
he had gone because of his tuberculosis, and at Louvain. He was ordained in
1940.
The following year he sailed to East Africa, having been assigned to the Zanzibar
vicariate.
We find him listed successively after World War Two as director of the Kilungu
station, 1947, of Mbitini, 1949, at Mombasa, 1959, and Marakani, 1961.
His health was never very good and deteriorated even more from 1960 on. He
died six years later.
IBN October 22
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Fr. James Francis WHITNEY 54 IRELAND TT KEN
+ January 26, 1967 Giriama?
* June 29, 1912 Elphin, Co. Roscommon
A brother of Fr. Patrick Whitney, founder of the St. Patrick Missionary Society also
known as the Kiltegan Fathers, Frank attended Blackrock, 1926-31, and made his
vows at Kimmage on September 8, 1932. After doing his philosophy, he prefected
for two years in Trinidad. Suffering from tuberculosis, he then went to Montana,
Switzerland, where he could undergo treatment while also doing his theology. He
was ordained there on June 4, 1939 and finished his studies the following year.
Despite World War Two, he sailed for Kenya's Vicariate of Zanzibar. Most of his
time there was spent as guestmaster at St. Brendan's Guest House in Mombasa. It
served as a reception center for the numerous transient clergymen passing through
that harbor city. His ready wit and cheerfulness made him a natural for that job.
His health remained very weak-so weak that his name is not even recorded in
any of the Spiritan general directories from the 1940s to the 1960s. He repeatedly
was on leave for health reasons, spending time in tuberculosis sanatoria in South
Africa and again in Montana, as well as in hospitals in Ireland.
In between, he taught also at Kabaa's High School and at St. Mary's in Nairobi.
In 1963 he was on leave in Australia.
Returning to Kenya, he died there and was buried in Giriama.
IBN January 28; SWWW 783
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Fr. John A O'HANRAHAN IRELAND KEN
* August 27, 1913 Limerick, Co. Limerick
A Blackrock graduate he made his vows on September 12, 1934 at Kilshane and
did his senior studies at Kimmage. On June 23, 1940 he was ordained at
Rockwell.
He sailed to Kenya in 1941 to serve in the Zanzibar vicariate. We find him listed
after World War Two as director of the Teachers Training College at Lioki and then
as an assistant at Mbitini.
Leaving Africa in 1949, he remained on special assignment till 1977. We then
find him at Kilshane and finally retired at Kimmage.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Edward COLLETON IRELAND KEN USA IRL CAN
* July 20, 1920 Haddington Road, Dublin
A Blackrock graduate, Ted, as he was usually called, made his vows on
September 10, 1933 at Kimm age. He prefected at Blackrock and during the last
year of his senior studies at Kimmage he was ordained on June 23, 1940.
In November 1941 he sailed the long way round to East Africa. To evade Uboats, the ship went up north, then west and finally east and south. Three months
later it arrived safely at Mombasa.
Assigned to the Vicariate of Zanzibar, he was initiated to Africa at Lioki, where he
served as a teacher and principal of its secondary school. Two years later he took
charge of the entire Lioki mission, which was one of the largest in the vicariate.
Having considerably overspent its budget, he was transferred to Riruta, a small oneman station.
After a leave in Ireland doing promotional work in 1949, he returned to Kenya by
ship. Aboard, he taught Swahili to some forty people going out to East Africa. In
1951 he was put in charge of the large Kiambu mission.
When the Mau Mau Emergency was declared in 1952, he was asked to become
the education officer at the Mau Mau detention camp at Athi River. He performed
so well that many detainees remained his friends long after Kenya gained its
independence. Two years later, he became chaplain general for Mau Mau camps.
There were many of them all over the area. The one at Manyani alone held 18,000
suspected Mau Mau prisoners and some 2,000 guards. His assignment entailed
travelling from camp to camp, coordinating the chaplains' work and filling in where
there was no chaplain at all.
In 1956 the apostolic delegate selected him to be the liaison offer with the Kenya
government for all Catholic missions with respect to all non-educational matters,
such as hospitals, orphanages, and homes for the handicapped or the homeless.
One of the results of his appointment was the opening of Edelvale, near Nairobi, as
a home for wayward or homeless girls. It stands to reason that he was not chosen
for these functions if he had not acquired a reputation for being very persuasive or,
to say it differently, possessing the gift of gab.
It stood him in good stead when in 1962 he was sent to the U.S.A. on a fundraising tour. Then sickness prevented his return to Kenya for a few years, which he
spent at Blackrock as spiritual director and counsellor for its 1,000 students.
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When he could go back in 1968, Kenya had become an independent country
and Joma Kenyatta, the leader of the Mau Mau, was its president. He proved to be
a true statesman and not just a politician. Fr. Ted's new assignment sent him to
Gatundu, about 40 miles from Nairobi and only two miles from Kenyatta's private
residence.
In 1971, having incurred Jomo's displeasure he left the country. Going to
Toronto, Canada, he became a fund-raiser for VICS (Volunteers International
Christian Service), which has so far sent out some 400 doctors, nurses, teachers,
engineers, etc. for two or more years of service all over the developing world.
Twelve years later, he became a fund-raiser for the English-speaking Spiritans
Province in Canada.
He also became very active in non-violent pro-life
organizations. Arrested a dozen times, tried three or four times and fined, he
always refused to pay a single dime for doing what he saw as his duty. He spent
time iri jail and finally six weeks in prison after a non-violent rescue operation.
In 1990, at the age of 76, he became an assistant in the Spiritan parish at
Woodstock, Ontario. Later he returned to Toronto where he continued to work,
preaching missions and speaking at conferences.
Arch. CS Sp, Toronto
Ted Colleton, Yes I'd Do it Agajn. Toronto, 1990 x + 157 pages
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Fr. Richard JOYCE IRELAND 77 IRL KEN CAN
* June 29, 1912 Partry, Co. Mayo
+ March 23, 1990 Scarborough, CAN
He made his vows at Kilshane on September 12, 1934 and prefected at
Rockwell. In the final year of his theological studies he was ordained on June 22,
1941 in Dublin.
In 1943 he sailed to the Vicariate of Zanzibar. He was stationed there teaching at
Kiambu till 1948, and as director of the mission at Machakos till .1951. After six
years at Kabaa and five years at Kiambu, doing pastoral work, he became bursar at
St. Mary's School, Nairobi.
After more than two decades of service in Africa, he was transferred to Canada in
1965. He was pastor of Holy Rosary, Guelph, Ontario. From 1971 on he served as
chaplain to senior citizens homes until he himself retired in Toronto. He died in a
nearby nursing home.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; CSSp Newsletter Transcanada, June 1990
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Fr. James B. LYNCH 73 IRELAND KEN TZA
* March 1, 1913 Doonshean, Dingle, Co. Kerry

December 8, 1986 Nairobi

He graduated from Rockwell in 1933 and made his vows at Kilshane in 1934.
After doing his philosophy at Blackrock, he prefected at Rockwell for three years
and then did his theology at Kimmage. He was ordained on June 22, 1941 in
Dublin.
Despite submarine warfare, he made the dangerous journey to East Africa in
1942. He taught for two years in the Zanzibar vicariate at Mangu and then was
called to join the staff of the Kibosho senior seminary in the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro.
Two years later, he returned to Mangu and became the headmaster of its school.
Tom Mboya was one of his students there. In 1950 he became the first director of
St. Francis College at Pugu, near Dar-es-Salaam. This school was intended to be
the first step toward a Catholic university in East Africa. Julius Nyerere, later
President of Tanzania, was one of his fellow staff members. He taught there for
many years, even after his term of office as superior of the community was over.
By 1968 he was back in Kenya for his final teaching assignment at St. George's
High School in Giriama. Thereafter he did pastoral work in Malindi, Shimba Hills,
Chongi, Marafi Makupa and Changamwe. His final assignment was as chaplain to
the sisters' novitiate at Kwale in the Diocese of Mombasa.
On December 8, 1986 he and three other priests were travelling by car to Nairobi
for their annual retreat. Fifty miles from their destination, in heavy rain and after
dark, their Toyota crashed into an unlit truck that had been carelessly parked on the
road. All four died.
He had spent 45 years at the service of East Africa, leaving the memory of a
wholly committed priest and religious.
IBN December 8
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Fr. John LEAHY 42 IRELAND KEN
* April 28, 1908 Drumcondra, Co. Dublin

+ January 25, 1951 Nairobi

Jack, as he was called, graduated from Blackrock in 1933, made his vows on
September 12, 1934 at Kilshane, began his senior studies at Blackrock and
finished them at Kimmage. He was ordained in 1940.
Assigned to Kenya in 1941, while World War Two was raging, he arrived there on
January 25, 1942. He served in what was the Vicariate of Zanzibar at Lioki,
Kyamba and at Holy Family Church in Nairobi.
In 1951 he was due to go on leave when he contracted typhoid fever and died a
few days later.
IBN January 25
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Fr. Thomas SHANNON 71 IRELAND TZA KEN IRL
* May 31, 1913 Belfast

+ October 16, 1984 Dublin

A Blackrock graduate, 1928-34, he made his vows at Kilshane on September 1,
1935. He then prefected at Blackrock while also doing his philosophy studies.
During his theology at Kimmage, he was ordained June 21, 1941 in Dublin.
While World War Two was still raging, he made the perilous journey to East Africa
in 1943. He worked there in the Vicariate of Zanzibar. At first stationed on the
island of Zanzibar, he devoted special attention to the Goans who lived there.
Transferred to St. Peter Claver, Nairobi, in 1946 he continued to be very
interested in them. Many lived in the Eastleigh area. He went to live there and with
their help built a large church and two fine schools there. Thanks to his labor, this
former outstation developed into a flourishing parish.
By 1960 we find him as pastor of St. Francis Xavier Church in the Parklands area
of Nairobi, but a few years later Abp. McCarthy transferred him to the Holy Family
Cathedral.
Ailing after 25 years of service in Africa, he returned to Ireland in 1968. He
continued to be active in ministry, mainly as a hospital chaplain in the Dublin area.
He died there 12 years later.
An even-tempered man, he planned what he did with prudence and foresight. He
knew how to rally people and to encourage them.
IBN October 16
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Fr. Daniel J. MORRISSEY 29 IRELAND IRL KEN
* October 23, 1912 St. Luke's Cross, Cork

+ July 9, 1943 Kenya

He attended Rockwell, 1928-31, made his vows at Kimmage on September 8,
1932 and then began his senior studies at Kimmage and the University College of
Dublin, earning a B.A. He then prefected at Rockwell, 1935-37, completed his
theology studies at Kimmage and was ordained in 1940.
The following year he was ready to sail for Kenya's Vicariate of Zanzibar, but
World War Two seems to have kept him waiting for transportation till 1943.
A few months after his arrival, he died prematurely of undisclosed causes.
IBN July 9
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Fr. Nicholas KILLIAN IRELAND KEN
* May 15, 1915 Ballybrian, Edenderry, Fahy
After earning a B.A. and doing some theology at Maynooth, he made his vows at
Kilshane on September 8, 1939 and finished his schooling at Kimmage. He was
ordained a priest at All Hallows on June 22, 1941.
He spent one year at Rockwell before undertaking the perilous journey across Uboat infested oceans to East Africa in 1943. He had been assigned to the Vicariate
of Zanzibar.
His first year was spent at Nairobi's Holy Family Church. Then began his twentyfour year period of teaching assignments, first, to St. Mary's School in Nairobi,
1945-49, then to the junior seminary in Kilimanbogo, 1950-54, to the Mangu High
School for three years, to the seminary at Ngong, 1959-65, and finally to Kilungu's
Secondary School, 1960-69.
Thereafter he did pastoral ministry at Mboni till 1973, at Tala till 1976 and at
Makueni in the Diocese of Mombasa till 1979.
From 1980 on he went to live at Kilungu, in the new Diocese of Machakos (1979),
where he continued to be active in ministry even in his retirement years. In 1993
he could celebrated the golden anniversary of his arrival in Africa.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. John J. F. BRANAGAN IRELAND KEN TZA IRL
* December 31, 1914 Skerries, Co. Dublin
He attended Rathmines, 1926-32, and made his vows at Kilshane September 7,
1937. In the final year of his senior studies at Kimmage he was ordained on July
12, 1942 in Dublin.
Assigned to the Zanzibar vicariate, he sailed the following year to his destination.
After World War Two we find him listed as serving on the island of Zanzibar itself
and in 1952 as an assistant at St. Theresa, Eastleigh, Nairobi. In 1961 he was in
the Diocese of Mombasa in charge of the Lushangoni parish, which at that time
had over 6,000 parishioners and some 1,600 students in its schools. After serving
briefly at Holy Spirit Cathedral, he took charge in 1965 of the Ndavaya parish,
which encompassed some 35,000 people but counted only 700 Catholics and
about the same number of catechumens. In 1980 we find him at Mombasa serving
as an assistant.
Retiring to Ireland, he went to reside at the Mission House of Kimmage.
celebrated the golden jubilee of his ordination in 1992.

He

Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. William F. O'NEILL IRELAND KEN IRL USA
* January 8, 1915 Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick
A Blackrock graduate, 1929-33, he made his vows at Kilshane on September 12,
1934, prefected for two years at Blackrock and then did his senior studies at
Kimmage. He was ordained on July 12, 1942 in Dublin.
Assigned to the Zanzibar vicariate in 1943, he sailed in the same year to his
destination. After doing missionary work for one year each at Kilungu and Waa, he
was attached to Holy Spirit Church in Mombasa in 1946.
In 1949 he began
teaching at St. Mary's School in Nairobi, but two years later, he could return to
Mombasa's Holy Spirit Church, soon to become the cathedral of the new Diocese
of Mombasa. He remained there till 1962, serving at the same time as secretary to
the bishop. In 1962 he was placed in charge of Malindi until in 1965 the bishop
sent him on a fund-raising tour to the U.S.A.
Ailing, he returned to Ireland and served there as assistant editor of the
Missjonary Annals. In 1975 he went back to the U.S.A. He served there in the
California region, notably at San Mateo.
Retired, he continued to reside in
California and could celebrate the golden anniversary of his ordination in July
1993.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. John A. KENNEDY 67 IRELAND TT KEN
* June 23, 1913 Kilcommon, Thurles,
Co. Tipperary

IRL

December 25, 1980 Nairobi

He attended Rockwell, 1928-32, and made his vows at Kilshane in 1934. After
doing his philosophy at Kimmage, he prefected in Trinidad at St. Mary's College for
three years and then went to Kimmage for the theology program. He was ordained
on July 12, 1942 in Dublin.
The following year he braved submarines on the journey to East Africa. He
served there at first on the island of Zanzibar itself and then opened up new
missions at Mboni and Kaumoni in the Machakos area of Kenya.
In 1960 he spent two years in Ireland in connection with the Brothers' novitiate.
On returning to the Archdiocese of Nairobi, he was assigned to the parish of St.
Teresa in the Eastleigh area of the city. He is also called the first parish priest of
the new stations opened in 1968 at Ruaraka in the Nairobi area.
His final residence was to St. Peter Claver's in Nairobi. He was director of the
Legion of Mary and, as such, he promoted this lay apostolate all over the diocese.
After 35 years in Africa, the death of this quiet and unassuming priest was as
simple as his life: he quietly passed away in his sleep on Christmas night.
IBN December 25
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Fr. Edmund J. RYAN IRELAND TT IRL KEN
* March 7, 1906 Knockdonee, Upperchurch, Co. Thurles
He made his vows on August 28, 1927 at Kimmage, and prefected at St. Mary's
College, Trinidad, 1928-32. He then finished his philosophy at Blackrock. During
his final year of theology at Kimmage, he was ordained on June 22, 1936.
His first assignments kept him in Ireland as a provincial staff member and as
bursar in Kimmage.
In 1944 he could journey to the Zanzibar vicariate. After one year of teaching at
Lioki, he took charge of the Makupa station in what became the Archdiocese of
Mombasa.
From 1953 to 1955 he was diocesan educational secretary while also being
pastor at Giriama. Thereafter we find him at Tana River, Changamwe, and in 1980
at Malindi.
Retiring to Kenya itself at Mombasa-Shanzu, he could celebrate his golden
anniversary as a priest in 1986. In 1991 he went to live at Kimmage in the Mission
House.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Michael J. C. O'CONNOR 77 IRELAND TZA KEN IRL
* April 6, 1935 Dingle, Co. Kerry
+ July 30, 1992 Rockwell
A Rockwell graduate, he made his vows at Kilshane on March 1, 1935. He did
his senior studies at Kimmage and was ordained on July 11, 1943 in Dublin.
Although World War Two was still raging, he sailed in 1944 to the Vicariate of
Zanzibar. After staying some time on the island of Zanzibar at its multinational
parish, he moved to the mainland. He reportedly worked at Nairobi's St. Mary's
School and in 1949 was listed as stationed at Kinangap. He is also reported as
having worked again on Zanzibar Island and its smaller neighbor Pemba. In 1961
he was listed as attached to the cathedral of Mombasa.
Returning to Ireland after 22 years in East Africa, he was stationed in Rockwell
and taught there for many years. The last few years of his life were spent there in
retirement.
IBN July 30
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Fr. Thomas ROCHE IRELAND KEN
* July 21, 1913 Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick
After attending Blackrock, 1932-35, he made his vows at Kilshane on September
5, 1936, did his senior studies at Kimmage and was ordained on June 22, 1941 in
Dublin.
Assigned to the Zanzibar vicariate, he sailed in 1944 to his destination. He was
initiated to Africa at Bura, doing parish work, and then taught for a few years at
Waa, Kabaa and at the junior seminary in Kilimanbogo. From 1947 on he was
engaged in pastoral ministry at Ngambinyi till 1955 and then for six years at
Giriama. After supervising the Kinancop Fam, for two years, he returned in 1963 to
Giriama, in charge of its Chonyi station. In 1961 he became pastor at Wundangi,
an outstation of the Lusangoni parish that had become large enough to be manned
by two priests.
In 1980 he was listed as pastor at Kibambala. He could celebrate the golden
jubilee of his ordination in 1991. By then he had given about half a century of his
life to the churches in Kenya.
Retiring to Ireland in 1992, he went to reside at Kimmage.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Gerald P. Edward McGEOUGH 55 IRELAND KEN GB IRL
* October 14, 1917 Ballybay. Co. Monaghan
+ November 24, 1972 Ireland
A Blackrock graduate, 1930-36, he made his vows at Kilshane on September 8,
1937. While doing his philosophy at Kimmage, he was found to be tubercular and
had to go to the Montana sanatorium in Switzerland. There he could also continue
his studies. The outbreak of World War Two sent him back to Kimmage in 1940.
He was ordained on July 11, 1943 in Dublin.
The following year, U-boats notwithstanding, he sailed for Kenya. After being
introduced to Africa at Nairobi's Holy Family parish, he served successively at
Limuru, Kanzulu and Kioki. He worked there with great zeal and success, even
though he had to learn three African languages to do it. Two decades after his
arrival his disease flared up again and he had to return to Ireland. Going to
England, he served for two years as convent chaplain.
From 1967 on he resided at Kimmage, doing still some occasional ministry. A
heart attack, while he was attending a funeral in his home county, led to his death
in a hospital.
IBN November 24
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Fr. Joseph M.P. KEENA 73 IRELAND IRL KEN TZA GB USA
+ December 8, 1985 Kimmage
* October 16, 1912 Mullingar, D. of Meath
He attended Blackrock, 1933-34, and made his vows at Kilshane on September
5, 1936. He did his senior studies at Blackrock and Kimmage and he was ordained
on June 21, 1941 in Dublin. While waiting for a chance to sail for Africa, he helped
preach missions throughout Ireland.
Submarine warfare notwithstanding, he sailed in 1944 to the Vicariate of
Zanzibar. Assigned to St. Peter Claver's, Nairobi, he could quickly plunge into the
work of evangelization, both in its main station and its 35 outstations. By 1949 he
was its director. In ten years the number of its Catholics had risen from 2,000 to
10,000. From 1951 till 1954, and again from 1957 till 1968, he belonged to the
staff of St. George's School at Giriama in the Diocese of Mombasa. He also served
there as headmaster of the school.
In 1968, after nearly 25 years in Africa, he began ailing and returned to Ireland.
As soon as he could, however, he went to England to do pastoral work and then on
to the United States. For nearly ten years he served in Lansing, Ml. He became a
well known figure there as he made the rounds of the sick and the old in nursing
facilities, hospitals or confined to their own homes. In ill health, he retired to
Kimmage in 1982 for the final three years of his life.
IBN December 8
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Fr. Egbert DURKIN 74 GREAT BRITAIN TZA GB
* November 18, 1912 Asthonin
+ May 1, 1987 Dumfries, Scotland
Makerfield, Lanes
He made his vows at Orly on September 8, 1936. After doing part of his senior
studies in France, he finished them in Castlehead, due to war time conditions. He
was ordained on October 18, 1942 at Kendal.
Assigned to the Kilimanjaro vicariate, he arrived there in 1944. After the end of
the war we find him listed as attached to the Kilomeni mission first as an assistant
and then as director in 1947. In 1951 he took charge of the Arusha mission. After
one year as director of the Kibosho senior seminary he returned to England in
1963.
He served as director of the senior seminary at Upton Hall and in 1967 became
provincial superior. After the expiration of his term of office, he continued to be
engaged in pastoral ministry in England and Scotland.
B.G. and E.P. passim and Arch. CSSp Generalate
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Fr. Patrick J. CREMINS IRELAND KEN IRL
* January 14, 1914 Sandymount, Co. Dublin
He attended Blackrock, 1925-33, and made his vows on September 12, 1934 at
Kilshane. After prefecting for three years and earning a B.A. and a Higher Diploma
in Education, he did his theology at Kimmage. He was ordained on July 11, 1943.
Later he was also to earn a licentiate in Canon Law (1957).
After teaching for one year at Kimmage, he sailed in 1945 to the Zanzibar
vicariate. He did missionary work at Mangu and at Nairobi's Holy Family Church
until in 1951 he was assigned to St. Mary's School in the same city.
In 1954 he went back to missionary work at Kilimanbogo, but the following year
he journeyed to Rome to earn that degree in canon law. When he returned to
Kenya in 1958, he went to Eastleigh, Nairobi, where he could combine mission
work with teaching.
Recalled to Ireland in 1968, he taught at various schools, including Templeogue
College and Rockwell. He could celebrate the golden anniversary of his
priesthood there in 1993.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James F. PERGL USA TZA USA
A brother of Fr. John Pergl, he attended Cornwells, 1932-38, was professed at
Ridgefield on August 15, 1939 and did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he
was also ordained on June 16, 1944.
On July 6 of the following year he and his companions sailed on the Liberty ship
Leon S. Merrill via the southern route to Mombasa. They arrived there two months
later.
Assigned to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro, he was placed at Rambo, from where he
also served Mengwe, Mkuu and Useri. In 1948 he became administrator of
Mashati. His final post was at Arusha in 1950.
Returning to the United States in mid 1951, he ministered for 12 years as an
assistant in parishes in Arizona and Louisiana. In 1963 he went back to the
Pittsburgh area, serving in its suburban parishes for 22 years, the last five as pastor
in Sharpsburg. Ailing in 1985, he went on recuperative leave until in 1987 he
retired to Bethel Park, PA.
Arch. CSSp USA

427
496

Fr. Joseph Ladislaus VARGA 74 USA TZA USA
* March 23, 1919 Bridgeport, CT

+ March 30, 1993 Pittsburgh

Of Hungarian descent, he entered the Congregation's junior seminary at
Cornwells in 1932. He made his profession at Ridgefield, CT, on August 15, 1939,
went to Ferndale for his higher studies, and was also ordained there on June 16,
1944.
On July 6, 1945 he could sail from Brooklyn, NY to East Africa. Sp. Joseph Byrne
of the Kilimanjaro vicariate sent him to Singa Chini to learn the language and
become acquainted with African customs. Later we find him in Rombo and Arusha.
In 1952 he was at Duquesne University to earn his Master's degree in education.
Returning to Tanganyika, he then taught at St. James Seminary in Kilema-Chini
and at the Umbwe secondary school, where he became headmaster. Staff trouble
led to his resignation in 1960.
He was then transferred to the University of London's Institute for Oriental and
African Languages in order to prepare himself for replacing Fr. Alphonse Loogman
at Duquesne's Institute for African Affairs as a teacher of Swahili.
From 1962 till the end of his life he taught that language at Duquesne. When
government cuts in grants closed the Institute, he could continue to teach it under
the aegis of the Department of Modem Languages. At the same time, he headed
the African Documentation Center at the Duquesne Library and was active in
various Third World concerns.
From 1976 to 1982 he also served as local superior of the Duquesne Spiritan
community, and from 1984 to 1991 as pastor of St. Stanislaus' parish. He died of
heart failure a few days after entering Mercy Hospital for a routine test.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Clement J. MOROZ 64 USA TZA USA
* November 21, 1914 Mount Carmel, PA

+ January 1, 1971 Pittsburgh

He had attended a prep school and college in Erie, PA, 1929-35, before he made
his vows at Ridgefield on August 25, 1937. In the last year of his senior studies at
Ferndale, he was ordained there on June 6, 1944 at the age of 30.
In July 1945 he sailed to East Africa to work in the Kilimanjaro vicariate. We find
him stationed there successively at Gare, Moshi and Useri.
Illness sent him back to the States in 1953. Most of his remaining years were
spent as convent chaplain or simply in residence in the Pittsburgh area.
Cirrhosis of the liver finally carried him to the grave.
O.P. March 1971; SWWW 885
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Fr. Francis C. GARSTKIEWICZ 45 USA TZA USA
+ March 19, 1963 Richmond, VA
* September 18, 1917 Harrisburg, PA
He did his classical studies at Cornwells, 1932-38, was professed at Ridgefield
on August 15, 1939, and did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was also
ordained on June 14, 1944.
In July 1945 he sailed by freighter to East Africa via the southern route and
arrived two months later at Mombasa. From there he went to his assigned mission,
which was the Kilimanjaro vicariate. He rendered pastoral and educational
services there at Moshi and Useri.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1951, he taught for some years at the Ann Arbor Junior
Seminary in Michigan until in 1960 he was transferred to St. Emma Military
Academy for African-Americans in Virginia.
By then he was already ailing and his condition began to deteriorate rapidly. He
suffered severely during his final illness, but tried to buoy up his mother by
reminding her that "we have all to suffer in some way for our sins."
O.P. June 1963, 10f.; SWWW 725
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Fr. Leonard P. TROTTER 60 USA TZA USA
* July 5, 1917 Philadelphia

+ August 28, 1977 Philadelphia

Following the example of his brothers Frank and Charles, he attended Cornwells,
1931-37. He made his vows at Ridgefield on August 15, 1938 and did his senior
studies at Ferndale, where he was also ordained on June 16, 1944.
On July 6, 1945 he embarked on a freighter which carried him and his
companions via Trinidad and South Africa to East Africa. Assigned to the Vicariate
of Kilimanjaro, he served there for 18 years. We find him listed successively at
Rambo, Mengwe and Arusha.
In 1963 he returned to the United States and did pastoral work mostly among
African-Americans in Louisiana and from 1967 on in Philadelphia. Death came for
him unexpectedly while he was in a hospital, but did not find him unprepared.
CSSp Newsletter USA-East, October 1977; SWWW 1035
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Fr. Joseph T. McGI NLEY 48 USA TZA KEN
* May 24, 1917 Philadelphia

+ July 20, 1965 Philadelphia

After attending Cornwells, 1932-38, he made his vows at Ridgefield on August
15, 1939. He did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was also ordained on
June 14, 1944.
On July 6, 1945 he sailed with several others via the southern route from
Brooklyn to Mombasa and then went on to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. We find him
there at Tanga before he became headmaster of the Teachers Training School in
Singa Chini.
He also worked among the Maasai at Loliondo, at Moshi, in the Pare mountains
and, again among the Maasai, at Monduli in 1961. He then volunteered for a new
mission at Eldoret in Turkana Country in northern Kenya.
While on home leave in 1965, he died in the full vigor of his manhood, after being
released from the hospital following a heart attack.
He loved the missionary life and would gladly have spent many more years
among the Africans.' They expressed their love for him by saying, "He was a man
good and kind, but a bit hard, tough."
O.P. October 1965, 14ff.; SWWW747
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Fr. Robert McCRALEY USA TZA USA
* November 9, 1914 Carnegie, PA
After attending Duquesne University Prep.School, 1932-36, he was a salesman
for a few years before he made his vows at Ridgefield on August 15, 1939. He did
his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was ordained on June 16, 1944.
In July of the following year he and his companions took the southern route on a
Liberty ship to Mombasa, where they arrived two months later. Destined for the
Kilimanjaro vicariate, he labored there for nearly 20 years. We find him listed as
stationed at Namuru, but most of all at Kilomeni.
In 1964 he went back to the United States. He served there as pastor of the
African-American parish of St. Mark's, Harlem, NY, for five years, as assistant in the
New Canaan, CT, retreat house, and finally at St. Emma Military Academy in
Virginia. He left the Congregation in 1975 and died three years later.

swww
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1002

Fr. Arthur F. WOEHREL 53 USA TZA USA
* October 11, 1918 Sharpsburg, PA

+ June 8, 1972 Pittsburgh

He did his classical studies at Cornwells, 1932-38, was professed at Ridgefield
on August 15, 1939, attended the senior seminary program at Ferndale and was
ordained there on June 16, 1944. A bright student, he declined an offer to pursue
graduate studies because he wanted to become a missionary.
His wish was granted when in July 1945 he could join some of his classmates
and embark on a freighter that would carry them via the southern route to
Mombasa. They arrived there two months later.
Assigned to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro, he labored there for 25 years in what
was to become the Diocese of Moshi. We find him listed as stationed successively
at Kilema and Kishimundu, before becoming educational secretary of the diocese.
His final listed assignment was to Namuru.
In 1970 he returned to the United States, serving in Denver, CO, and in the
African-American St. Mark's parish in New York.
Cancer revealed itself in 1971, but he never complained, not even to the nurses
who cared for him. He died in the Vincentian Home in Pittsburgh.
O.P. Summer, 1972; SWWW 914
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Fr. Desmond McGOLDRICK IRELAND IRL KEN TZA CAN
* February 9, 1919 Clones, Co. Monaghan
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane in 1936 and made his vows on
September 8, 1937. He earned a B.A. at the University College and prefected at
Rockwell before doing his theology at Kimmage. He was ordained on July 16,
1944 in Dublin.
In the fall of 1945 he sailed for the Zanzibar vicariate. He taught at St. Mary's
School, Nairobi, at Holy Spirit College in Mangu and at the junior seminary in
Kilimanbogo. He also served briefly as an assistant on Zanzibar island and at
Mbitini.
After a leave in Ireland he went in 1956 to Canada, where he became a popular
retreat master, writer, and preacher of parish missions throughout the Englishspeaking part of the country. In 1971 he founded VICS, (Volunteers International
Christian Service), which under his successors has since sent out some 400 men
and women to do two or more years of work in developing countries. Thereafter,
he remained active in parochial inner city ministry in Toronto and as pastor in
Vancouver, B.C.
Arch. CS Sp Toronto
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Fr. Gerard HEFFERNAN IRELAND KEN USA
* December 25, 1918 Kilmona, Co. Kerry
He made his vows at Kilshane on September 28, 1938 and, after a year of
prefecting, finished his senior studies at Kimmage. He was ordained on June 16,
1944 in Dublin.
In 1945 he sailed for East Africa to work in the Zanzibar vicariate. He was
initiated to Africa at Giriama, the Kilimanbogo seminary and the Kabaa schools. In
1948 he did missionary work at Limuru but the following year returned to Kabaa for
more teaching. Two years later, he was again doing mission work at Riruta anti
then at Kiriku. The year 1954 saw him back in the classrooms at Kilimanbogo for
one year. He was then assigned to Gatitu for two more years of missionary work.
From 1957 on he taught briefly at Mangu and then at St. Mary's School in Nairobi
for 12 years.
In 1971 he went to the U.S.A. He joined the Long Island Spiritan community,
becoming provincial delegate in 1976. From 1980 on he served as a hospital
chaplain, until in 1991 he retired to Ireland.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James F. MEADE IRELAND IRL TZA
* March 21, 1916 Maloskey, Mullagh, Ennis Co. Clare
He entered Rockwell in 1930 and made his vows on September 1, 1935 at
Kilshane. His senior studies at Kimmage were interrupted by two years of
prefecting at Rockwell, 1936-38. He was ordained on July 11, 1943 in Dublin.
Meanwhile he had also earned a B.A., Honors, in 1940.
In 1945 he could sail for Kenya's Vicariate of Zanzibar. He taught there at Lioki's
Teachers Training College for one year and then for two years each at Holy Spirit
High School in Mangu and at Kiambu's Secondary School.
In 1952 he took charge of the Riruta mission, a position which he retained for
eleven years. During that period the number of Catholics grew from 1,000 to
7,000. He built two churches in its outstations.
After another year of teaching at Muhoho High School, he became in 1968 pastor
of the Karinga parish of close to 6,000 Catholics. At the same time he was also
headmaster of its secondary school.
In 1971 he received what may be viewed as his final assignment. The church of
Mangu with its 12,000 parishioners was entrusted to his care. He built five
churches in the area and continued to exercise pastoral care there even after
celebrating the golden anniversary of his ordination in 1993.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and Nairobi
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NOTE TO THE ENTRIES NUMBERS 506 - 529
In order to avoid having to repeat the same story many times in succession, we
record here the events that led to one large influx of Dutch Spiritans into East Africa
in May 1946.
During World War Two when most of Europe was occupied by the Nazis, it was
impossible to send personnel overseas. On the other hand, seminaries in Holland
continued to function. The Spiritan senior seminary of Gernert had been partly
destroyed in the invasion of 1940, but rebuilt at once; the novitiate in Gennep and
the junior seminary in Weert had been evacuated in the battles of 1944, but
reopened as soon as the fighting stopped, and very few candidates had left the
Congregation. Other missionary institutes in the country were in more or less the
same situation.
The result was that by the end of the war these institutes had a total of 1,070
young missionaries impatiently waiting for transportation. Of these 807 were
priests, 163 Sisters and 100 Brothers. Among them were 105 Spiritan priests and
16 Brothers. No transportation of any kind was available until 1946.
While those destined for the Americas could fly across the Atlantic, no such
service existed as yet for East Africa. A solution was found when the British
government generously made room available on the H.M.S. Fencer. This aircraft
carrier was sailing from Southampton, minus its planes, to transport several
hundred soldiers to Zanzibar and beyond. It had room to spare for 100 Dutch
missionaries and 25 places were assigned to the Dutch Spiritans. The
transportation was virtually free of charge, but the accommodations were spartan to
say the least. The Fencer sailed on May 22, 1946.
After arrival at Zanzibar, they transferred to a small vessel that took them to Dares-Salaam. From there two trucks took them to Morogoro, while the two destined
for the Kilimanjaro vicariate found transportation to Moshi.
By the end of 1946 all but five of the 121 young Dutch Spiritans had managed to
sail or fly to their destinations.
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Fr. Jan BERKERS NETHERLANDS TZA NL D
• March 26, 1914 Helmond, N.B.
He did his junior studies at Gernert and Weert, 1927-34, and made his vows at
Gennep on August 23, 1935. For philosophy and theology he went to Gernert,
where he was also ordained on July 21, 1940. Because of World War Two, he got
an extra year of additional studies and then did pastoral ministry, waiting for the
war to end.
In May 1946 an aircraft carrier took him to East Africa (see p. 433). Bp. Hilhorst
sent him to Mandera for his initiation period and then in 1949 to Morogoro as an
assistant to the procurator. In 1950 he went to Lugoba, where he became the
director of that station three years later. In 1955 he assumed charge of llonga and
two years later of Maskati. After a leave in Holland, he functioned in 1962 as an
assistant in Kilosa and two years later in llonga.
Often ailing, he left Africa after 23 years in 1969. He ministered as a hospital
chaplain in Germany at G0tersloh and in an asylum for vagabonds and a senior
citizens home at Weeze. After a final 12 years as assistant in a parish in Holland,
he went into retirement, but continued to be actively involved in ministry. He
celebrated his golden jubilee as a priest in 1990.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Piet SCHOL TEN NETHERLANDS NL TZA
• May 22, 1910 Uitgeest, N.H.
He started his classical studies at Gernert in 1928 and finished them in Weert in
1933. Professed at Gennep on August 22, 1934, he did his senior studies at
Gernert, where he was also ordained on July 16, 1939. World War Two kept him in
Holland doing pastoral work in a parish till 1946.
In May of that year he sailed on the H.M.S. Fencer (see p. 433) to East Africa,
where he was to work in the Bagamoyo vicariate. We find him there successively
at Tangeni and Mgeta as an assistant, until in 1950 he was put in charge of
Tchenzema and in 1961 at Bumu. Meanwhile the vicariate had become the
Diocese of Morogoro.
In 1963 he became chaplain of St. Mary's Convent and school at Kifungilo in the
Diocese of Tanga. He appears to have given complete satisfaction there, for he
held the position for 25 years. When he retired in 1988, on the eve of his golden
jubilee as a priest, he continued to live there.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Koos van REIJSEN NETHERLANDS TZA D
* February 10, 1918 The Hague
After attending the junior seminary at Weert, 1930-36, he pronounced his vows
on August 26, 1937 at Gennep. He did his senior studies at Gernert and was
ordained on July 16, 1942 at 's Hertogenbosch. Because of the war, an extra year
of studies was added to his formation. Then he served for two years as an
assistant in a parish.
On May 22, 1946 he and his companions travelled by aircraft carrier to East Africa
(see p. 433). He served for nearly 24 years in the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, later
called the Diocese of Morogoro. His first appointment was to Vidunda, but by 1950
he became pastor at Kasanga. We find no other listing for him until he was
mentioned as pastor at Tchenzema, near Morogoro, in 1968.
Returning to Europe, he continued his ministry in Germany, where from 1971 on
he functioned as hospital chaplain at Dormagen, near Knechtsteden. In 1985 he
went into retirement at Weert, where in 1992 he could celebrate the golden
anniversary of his priesthood.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Corvan UDEN NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* April 23, 1916 Culemborg, U.
After his junior
Gennep on August
ordained there on
studies was added

studies at Gernert and Weert, 1929-35, he was professed at
25, 1936, took philosophy and theology at Gernert and was also
July 19, 1941. Because of World War Two, an extra year of
to the regular program.

On May 22, 1946 he embarked on an aircraft carrier for East Africa (see p. 433).
He worked there for two decades in the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, soon to become
the Diocese of Morogoro. Most of his years there were devoted to teaching in
Morogoro, 1951-53, and the seminary in Bagamoyo, 1954-59. In between he had
two years of pastoral ministry at Mhonda, 1949-51.
After his return to Holland in 1965 he worked at the Congregation's mission
information press service for three years, taught at the late vocations school in
Hattem for three years and then did ten years of service as an assistant pastor. His
last assignment was as chaplain for nine years.
At the age of 72 he entered the Congregation's retirement home in Gennep in
1988, where he could celebrate his golden jubilee as a priest in 1991.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Harry KORNIPS NETHERLANDS TZA F NL D
* February 10, 1915 Roermond, L.
After a few years of study in Italy, he attended the junior seminary of Weert, 193235, made his vows at Gennep on August 25, 1936 and did his senior studies at
Gernert. He was also ordained there on July 19, 1941. World War Two added an
extra year of studies to his formation. Then he stayed on at Gernert for the duration
of the war in a teaching capacity.
In May 1946 he could sail for East Africa to serve in the Kilimanjaro vicariate (see
p. 433). He taught there for three years at the senior seminary in Kibosho, of which
he was also director. In 1949 he was assigned to Rombo and two years later he
took charge of the Useri mission.
Illness forced him to return to Europe by the end of 1951. For a dozen years he
was chaplain at the Meudon branch of the Auteuil complex, made famous by the
Blessed Daniel Brattier, which prepares juveniles for life by a solid education and
training in productive work. From 1964 on he did parochial ministry in Holland,
except for the years 1971-80 when he performed similar duties in Germany.
Still active, he could celebrate his golden jubilee as a priest in 1991.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Piet WILLEMS 50 NETHERLANDS TZA
* August 28, 1919 Brunssum, L.

+ January 1, 1970 lfakara, TZA

After attending the junior seminary at Weert, 1933-38, he was professed at
Gennep on November 22, 1939. He did his senior studies and one extra year at
Gernert, where he was ordained on July 23, 1944.
On May 22, 1946 he boarded the H.M.S. Fencer for the trip to East Africa (see p.
433), where he was to work for 23 years in the Bagamoyo vicariate, later renamed
the Diocese of Morogoro. We find him listed as teaching there at the seminary of
Bagamoyo until he went into pastoral ministry as an assistant at Lumbiji around
1951. Thereafter, he was pastor at Maskati, Kidodi, which was his favored
mission, and Lukanje ..
He died unexpectedly, leaving the memory of a priest who truly looked upon all
people, but especially on the poor, the sick and the outcasts, as God's children and
his beloved brothers and sisters in Christ.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Theo WINKELMOLEN NETHERLANDS TZA
* April 25, 1920 Grathem, L.
After attending the junior seminary at Weert, 1932-38, he made his vows on
November 21, 1939 at Gennep. He did his senior studies at Gernert, where he was
ordained on July 23, 1944. World War Two added an extra year of studies to his
record.
On May 22, 1946 he embarked on H.M.S. Fencer for East Africa (seep. 433),
where he was to work in the Bagamoyo vicariate, soon to become the Diocese of
Morogoro. His first assignment was to teach at the junior seminary of Bagamoyo,
but a few years later he became also pastor to the tiny Christian community in that
area.
Thereafter we find him listed in 1961 as pastor at Kibungo in the Matombo area
and from 1968 on at Singiza, where he appears to have remained for many years.
Apart from h'.s work of evangelization, he used his boundless energy to build
churches, schools, hospitals etc. and to construct roads and bridges. He even
transported the complete brick manufacturing machinery from his home town to
Africa. His manifold activities were vigorously supported by an Uluguru foundation
set up for him in his home town.
Though officially retired since 1985, he continued to reside in Morogoro, working
as diocesan director of building and development, including an agricultural
cooperative on land which the government made available for this purpose.
In 1991 he undertook restoration work in Bagamoyo, the "Mother of all churches
in East Africa." By 1993 he had spent 47 years in the service of the Diocese of
Morogoro.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Jules VEENBOER NETHERLANDS TZA MTQ NL
* November 3, 1914 Amsterdam
After attending Gernert and Weert for his junior studies, 1928-35, he was
professed on August 25, 1936 at Gennep and did his higher studies at Gernert,
where he was ordained on July 19, 1941. Like all his classmates, he did an extra
year of studies because of World War Two, and rendered pastoral assistance,
while waiting for the end of the war.
On May 22, 1946 he embarked on an aircraft carrier that delivered him to East
Africa (see p. 433). He had been assigned to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Bp.
Hilhorst placed him at Morogoro as a staff member of the Teachers Training
School.
Five years later he could begin doing evangelization at Maskati and then serve
successively at Mgeta and Singiza Bunduki. During a leave in Holland in 1959 he
was retained for promotional work and one year of pastoral ministry.
In 1961 he could return to East Africa. He worked there for about two years in the
Pare region, helping to lay the foundation for the future Diocese of Same. He built
a little church there.
In 1964 he was transferred to Martinique. One of the things its bishop wanted him
to do was to find funds in the United States for the needs of his diocese. He did so
discreetly and in full understanding with the provincial authorities there. When five
years later he returned to Holland, he had a network of American donors who were
willing to lend their support to anything he sponsored.
In 1970 he went back to Morogoro and became a much-needed pillar of support
for the growing young church of Morogoro. When he returned to Holland in 197 4,
he expanded his network to Germany and Austria. He visited each country every
year to preach at selected locations. In less than two decades his network was
able to contribute some two million dollars to small development projects all over
the Third World. He could also distribute each year about 300 parcels of clothing
etc. to distressed areas. What a splendid way of remaining active in retirement!
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Albert van den BERG 75 NETHERLANDS TZA SW D NL
* October 7, 1912 Amsterdam
+ September 2, 1988 Boxmeer N.B.
Bep, as he was commonly called, attended the junior seminaries in Gernert and
Weert, 1926-33, made his vows at Gennep on August 22, 1934 and did his senior
studies at Gernert. He was ordained there on July 16, 1939.
World War Two delayed his departure for Africa and he spent those years as
chaplain to an orphanage. On May 22, 1946, however, he could board the H.M.S.
Fencer for the voyage to East Africa (seep. 433).
He labored in the Bagamoyo vicariate for 22 years. Bp. Hilhorst assigned him
first to Mgeta and then to Tununguo, where we find him in 1949 in charge of that
station and at the same time novice master of the Servi Domini Brothers.
Next, he served at Maskati in the 1950s and at Ngerengere in the 1960s. His last
post was as pastor at Kitodi.
Bad health sent him back to Europe in 1968. He went to Switzerland, where he
could still serve as chaplain to a modem children's home and as a chaplain in
Germany.
In 1971 he became superior of the Spiritan retirement home in Gennep. Six
years later we find him still doing substitute ministry until his own full retirement in
1977 at Gennep. He died about a decade later, shortly after his arrival in a nearby
hospital.
As a missionary in Africa, he worked very hard and was regarded by the people
as a man who was wholly at their service. He had the same reputation during his
Behind his easy joviality there was a core of deep-seated
years in Europe.
convictions about the meaning of life that belied all levity. The modem tendency to
replace the church by vague and uncommitted adherence to a good life disturbed
him greatly.
Spinet 43/9
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Fr. Piet BERBEN 68 NETHERLANDS
* February 7, 1918 Neer, L.

TZA

+ June 16, 1986 Vugt N.B.

He did his classical studies at Weert, 1931-37, made his vows at Gennep on
August 27, 1938 and attended the senior seminary at Gernert. He was also
ordained there on July 25, 1943. World War Two prolonged his studies beyond
their normal span.
On May 22, 1946 he was one of the Dutch Spiritans who could sail on H.M.S.
Fencer for East Africa to serve in the Kilimanjaro vicariate (see p. 433). He taught
there in the intervicarial senior seminary at Kibosho for fifteen years and even
became its rector.
In 1961 he could assume pastoral ministry at Kimamba in the Diocese of
Morogoro. Four years later, he began to serve in the new Prefecture of Same that
had been carved out of the Moshi diocese. He had charge there of the parish in
Kwizu. Together with Fr. Hans Lohe he also founded the catechetical center at
Kilomeni. His final assignment was to the Kisangara parish.
In 1979, after 33 years in Africa, he went on sick leave in Holland. To his great
disappointment the doctors declared him unfit for further work because of
advanced hardening of the arteries. The disease soon affected his memory to such
an extent that he had to enter the geriatric nursing home where he died several
years later.
He had made a solid contribution to the development of the church in Tanzania.
It was also a period of rapid Africanization. Though necessary and desirable, the
process inevitably led to conflicts and he had his share of the pain that
accompanied the transition.
Spinet 41/7

441
516

Fr. Jan van DOORNE 68 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* October 31, 1914 Helmond, N.B.

+ February 15, 1984 Gernert

He did his classical studies at Gernert and Weert, made his vows at Gennep on
August 23, 1935 and attended the senior seminary in Gernert. He was ordained
there on July 21, 1940.
During World War Two he functioned as an assistant in a parish until on May 22,
1946 he and others could embark on an aircraft carrier that took them to East Africa
(see p. 433).
He worked there in the Bagamoyo vicariate, later called the Diocese of Morogoro.
He was stationed first at Kasango, where he a few years later became the local
head of that station, and then at Lumbiji, Bunduku and Matombo, where he served
as pastor and also as dean of the priests in that district.
He tirelessly made his safaris to the stations and schools attached to the places
where he resided. And when by the time he could lie down to sleep a messenger
arrived asking that he visit a sick person, he would never be too tired to go.
In 1974, after 28 years in Africa, he returned to Holland. The time had come, he
said, to let Africans take over, even if it meant putting ourselves on the sidelines.
He still served for nine years as assistant in a parish or as chaplain to an old
people's home.
An intestinal cancer put an end to his life after two years of intense suffering.
A big-hearted man who was genuinely interested in all whom he encountered, he
knew how to listen and tactfully render advise. He had few personal needs and
shared whatever he had with all, while maintaining that our modem lifestyle was
much too rich.
Spinet 1983/3
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Fr. Piet de BOER NETHERLANDS NL TZA
* August 7, 1909 Nieuw Vennep, N.H.
A brother of Fr. Jan de Boer, he received his classical education at Gernert and
Weert, made his vows on September 8, 1931 at Gennep and while in his last year
of theology at Gernert, was ordained there on July 18, 1937.
Assigned to Weert in 1938, he taught there till after World War Two came to an
end and he could go to Africa.
On May 22, 1946 he sailed on the H.M.S. Fencer, an aircraft carrier, to the
Vicariate of Bagamoyo (see p. 433). He served there for over four decades.
After short stays at Matombo and Kibungo, he took successively charge of the
Ngerengere mission in 1948, of Vidunda in 1950 and of Maskati in 1952.
(Bp.Hilhorst liked to shift his men around from time to time.) While he served there,
the old Vicariate of Bagamoyo became the regular Diocese of Morogoro.
In 1956 he was again transferred, this time to llonga, four years later to Bunduki
and then in 1961 to Msongozi. In 1965 we find him as pastor at Mikumi, where he
served for nine years. He built its church, rectory, convent and a small school there
before being sent to Gairo in 1974. He put up a similar parish plant in that new
mission.
His final assignment in 1979 took him to Morogoro, where at Ndege he added a
rectory, convent and a little school to that parish.
Some ten years later he retired to Holland, but could not forget his beloved
Morogoro diocese and proved it by deeds. He became Bp. Adrian Mkoba's one
man agent to secure the funds needed to build other churches in that territory.
Kisaki and Maharaka became indebted to him for the churches that could be built
there. He even went back once more to Morogoro, but malaria made him leave
about one year later. In all, he built or provided funds needed to build seven
churches in the diocese. Not without reason did the bishop wish him "many more
years" when in 1989 he reached his 80th birthday.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Christaan E. FAKKELDIJ 54 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* October 19, 1918 Amsterdam
+ February 16, 1973 Utrecht
A brother of Fr. Nicolaas Fakkeldij, he attended the junior seminary at Weert,
1931-37, made his vows at Gennep on August 21, 1938 and did his senior studies
at Gernert, where he was ordained on July 25, 1943. Because of the war, he had
additional time for further studies.
In May 1946 he embarked on an aircraft carrier for the trip to East Africa (see p.
433), having been assigned to the Bagamoyo vicariate. We find him stationed
there at Msongozi, Matombo and Mandera as an assistant. His health was not
very good and in 1953 he had to say farewell to Africa. Poor health would plague
him from that time on, especially thrombosis.
Back in Holland, he worked for 12 years in the provincial treasurer's office and
another seven years in the African Museum at Berg en ·Dal. Thrombosis led to his
death in a hospital. Wherever he was, he always worked very hard, never afraid to
tackle anything. Endowed with a phenomenal memory and a sense of precision
that made him an administrator's delight, he could be relied upon to do any job
expeditiously, even though his first reaction to a request would be to grumble that
he had already too many other things to do.
Spinet 122/7
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Fr. Hendrik J. BROUWER NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* March 7, 1915 Oldenzaal, 0.
He had done his classical studies and philosophy elsewhere when he entered
the novitiate at Gennep in 1939 and was professed there on October 19, 1940.
While doing his theology at Gernert, he was ordained on May 9, 1943 at Bergeijk.
Waiting for the end of World War Two he served in a parish in his home town.
In May 1946 he could sail for East Africa (see p. 433), having been assigned to
the Bagamoyo vicariate. Introduced to Africa at Maskati, he became in 1948
pastor at Kilosa, where he built a new church. Six years later, he served for two
years at Singisa as pastor and then briefly at Kimamba. In 1959 he could return to
Kilosa as its pastor, but two years later he became dean of Mgeta district and
pastor of the town itself. He held this position for eleven years. His final
assignment came in 1972 as pastor at Mlali.
Having spent 38 years at the service of Africa, he returned to Holland in 197 4 and
assumed pastoral duties in Hilversum. He could celebrate the golden anniversary
of his priesthood there in 1993.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Frans van der POEL NETHERLANDS TZA IT NL
* November 6, 1916 Zoeterwoude, Z.H.
He did his classical studies at Weert, 1930-36, and was professed on August 26,
1937 at Gennep. During his senior studies at Gernert he was ordained there on
July 26, 1942. An extra year of studies was added to his training because of the
war. Then, while waiting for the war to end, he was an assistant in a parish and in
1945 in a camp for Dutch sympathizers with the Nazis.
On May 22, 1946 he sailed on H.M.S. Fencer for East Africa (seep. 433), where
he was to serve in the Bagamoyo vicariate, soon renamed the Diocese of
Morogoro.
For three years he taught at Morogoro's Teachers Training Center and then
became pastor in the same locality. In 1950 he accepted another pastorate at
Taragwe. It was a very primitive and poor mission in the remote area of Ukaguru.
Together with African-born Fr. Joseph, he reorganized its schools by creating a
decent central school in the main station. It flourished.
In 1954 he resumed teaching at Bigwa, where he was also headmaster of the
secondary school. Two years later, he became the district superior of the Spiritans
working in the diocese. It was a difficult time to be in that position during a period
when the Africanization of the Church was assuming a rapid rate. He spent much
time and energy on the formation of the lay apostolate, especially that of the Legion
of Mary.
Illness sent him home in 1965. When he had recovered, he went to Rome to
serve as a member of the general council of the Congregation, replacing Fr.
Lambert Vogel, who had died. That, too, was a very difficult position during those
years preceding the general chapter of 1968-69.
In 1969 he returned to Holland, serving as ombudsman and as an assistant in a
parish until in 1980 he became superior of the Gennep retirement community. He
himself retired in 1980 and celebrated in 1992 the golden jubilee of his ordination
to the priesthood.
Arch. CSSp Gernert

445
521

Fr. Walther van der PAS NETHERLANDS TZA NL D
* January 24, 1916 Rijkevoort, N.B.
He entered the Congregation in 1937 at Gennep, where he made his vows on
August 26, 1937. For his senior studies he went to Gernert and was ordained there
on July 25, 1943. World War Two added an extra year of studies to his curriculum
and then a year of parochial ministry.
On May 22, 1946 he belonged to the group of Spiritans who sailed on an aircraft
carrier to East Africa (see p. 433), where he was to serve in the Bagamoyo
vicariate, later called the Diocese of Morogoro.
After being introduced to Africa at Kikeo as an assistant, he spent nearly two
decades teaching at the junior and senior seminaries in Bagamoyo, moving with
the senior seminary to Morogoro in 1954.
In 1960 he returned to Holland and served as superior of the Berg en Dal
community, where the Africa Museum is located. Four years later, he took up
ministry in Germany, serving for two decades as an assistant pastor in Gotersloh.
He retired in 1985, but remained in Germany, active in pastoral ministry in a
nearby parish and a senior citizens home. In 1993 he could celebrate the 50th
anniversary of his ordination as a priest.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Donnee KUSTER 62 NETHERLANDS TZA
* December 20, 1908 Rotterdam

+ June 13, 1971 Bigwa, TZA

He joined the Congregation at the Gennep novitiate in 1934 and made his vows
there on August 23, 1935. Going to Gernert for his senior studies, he was ordained
there on July 21, 1940. Like others, he got an extra year of studies because of the
war and filled the years waiting for its end with incidental ministry.
In May 1946 an aircraft carrier (see p. 433) took him to East Africa to serve in the
Bagamoyo vicariate, as the Diocese of Morogoro was then still called. We find him
listed as on the staff of the Teachers Training School of Morogoro until he became
inspector of schools while residing at Kirakala, near Morogoro, around 1951. He
earned the praise of the senior teachers at the schools as one of the best
inspectors they had ever encountered.
His final assignment in 1963 took him to Bigwa, where he functioned as director
of the Social Institute. He managed to obtain the official government recognition
and appreciation for this institute, which trained young women as social workers.
He died there suddenly in his chair after 25 years in Africa without ever having
been seriously ill in his life.
Tall and heavily built he remained a solitary figure, going around with a face that
remained foreign to any expression of emotion. He never spoke about his
successes or failures and did not invite confidences. On the other hand, he was
also a man with multiple practical skills and a wide-ranging knowledge; he could
do almost anything one wanted him to do and do it well. The amount of work he
was able to accomplish was far in excess of what one could reasonably expect.
Thus, he was also greatly appreciated by many.
Spinet 102/10
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Fr. Driek LAMMERS 68 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* December 26, 1914 Budel, N.B.

+ October 25, 1983 Weert

He did his junior seminary studies at Gernert and Weert, 1927-33, and made his
vows at Gennep on August 22, 1934. In his last year of theology at Gernert, he was
ordained there on July 16, 1939. World War Two delayed his overseas
appointment for six years, which he spent in Gennep, assisting the novice master.
In May 1946 he belonged to the group who could embark on an aircraft carrier for
East Africa (see p. 433). Assigned to the Bagamoyo vicariate, he received his
initiation at Singisa.
Two years later Bp. Hilhorst placed him in charge of the Mvemoro mission. In the
early 1960s we find him listed as serving at Tangeni.
In 1965 he went to the new Prefecture of Same to help develop it into a regular
diocese. We find him there first at Same itself and later at Kisiwani, which became
his final assignment. He labored there long enough to see the prefecture become
a regular diocese in 1979.
For many years he had been uncomplainingly suffering from diabetes. But when
the doctors diagnosed also a pulmonary disease, he was sent back to Holland after
spending 37 years in the service of Africa. He died a few weeks after his return in a
hospital.
He was interested in the integral well-being of the people among whom he
worked. Very adaptable, he wanted to share their lives by living among them and
experiencing their joys and their sorrows. His open and joyful disposition made
people respect and admire this man who was always willing to listen to their
concerns and able to make them share in his optimistic outlook on life.
Spinet 1983/10
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Fr. Dirk FLAPPER NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* February 27, 1916 Leeuwarden, F.
He attended the junior seminary at Weert, 1932-36, and made his vows at
Gennep on August 26, 1937. In the last year of his senior studies, he was ordained
there on July 16, 1942. Then tuberculosis struck him and he had to undergo two
years of treatment.
In May 1946 he could sail, together with many others, to East Africa aboard an
aircraft carrier (see p. 433). Three weeks later he reached Dar-es-Salaam and
from there went to Morogoro. Bp. Hilhorst assigned him to teach at the seminary in
Bagamoyo, until in 1948 he could go to Matombo.
At that time Matombo was a large center staffed by five priests, including two
African-born. He was placed in charge of supervising the teachers and serving the
needs of a few of its stations. In 1952 the bishop asked him to open St. Paul's
Middle School for boys in the same location. When it had become a going
concern, the government took over the school in 1956.
After an interim appointment to Mandera, the bishop and the government
appointed him official inspector of the primary and middle schools in the diocese.
Stationed at Morogoro's Teachers Training School, where he had studied teaching
methods, he travelled all over the diocese.
In 1962 he became pastor at Kilosa and, at the same time, dean of the priests in
that district. He was in his element there, teaching bush teachers the proper
methods and building small schools, notably at Lumuma, and a chapel at Mwasa,
near Dodoma. He also built a parish center at Kilosa. In 1968 the people of Kilosa
celebrated the centennial of the Church's arrival on the African mainland at
Bagamoyo with a solemn High Mass and a giant picnic for all comers.
It was also the conclusion of Father's ministry in Africa. Illness had troubled him
repeatedly and struck hard after his 22 years in Africa.
Going back to Holland, he became, after his recovery, superior of the Gennep
retirement community. In 1971 he took over two parishes in Friesland as their
pastor.
Ten years later, at the age of 65, he himself entered the retirement stage of his
life. He could celebrate the golden anniversary of his ordination in 1992.
Arch. CSSp Gernert

449
525

Fr. Carel van ZEELAND 72 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
+ November 22, 1988 Gennep
* November 23, 1915 Utrecht
He transferred from an S.V.D. junior seminary to Weert in 1931 and made his
vows at Gennep on August 25, 1936. Going to Gernert for his senior studies, he
was ordained there on July 19, 1941. World War Two added an extra period of
further studies to his formation. Then he devoted himself to the people of Gennep
during the time of massive evacuation and subsequent return to the area.
In May 1946 he embarked for East Africa (see p. 433). He was destined to labor
there for 35 years in the Bagamoyo vicariate, which soon was to become the
Diocese of Morogoro.
He began his work at llonga, where safaris took him over mountains and vales to
visit the outposts. Six years later we find him at Tawa, but his main efforts went to
Kisanga, where he labored for more than 20 years. He built its church and later
enlarged it when the success of his mission made it necessary. He also introduced
modem pig-farming to the area.
The socialist development of Tanzania did not please him and corruption in the
government disenchanted him. In his usual way, he did not hide his criticism.
In 1981 he returned to Holland, but planned to go back to Africa to work among
refugees. When red tape delayed his departure unduly, he gave up the idea and
became pastor in the Roermond diocese. He was, as usual, a very zealous and
hard-working pastor, but backed the archconservative local bishop to the hilt, fully
convinced that this was his duty.
He never lost interest in Africa, the continent of his first loved and sent a steady
stream of supplies to the many who requested his assistance.
Suffering from cancer, he retired to Gennep early in November 1988 to prepare
himself for death. He died there peacefully on the eve of his 73rd birthday.
Spinet 43/11
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Fr. Mikael NIJHOL T 47 NETHERLANDS NL TZA
* January 18, 1915 St. Nicolaasga, F.

+ November 8, 1962 Mhonda

He attended the junior seminary at Weert, 1930-35, and made his vows on
August 25, 1936 at Gennep. His senior studies were done at Gernert, where he
was also ordained on July 19, 1941. The war added an extra year of studies to his
formation and then, until the fighting stopped, he did pastoral ministry.
In May 1946 he could sail by aircraft carrier (seep. 433) to East Africa. He served
there for 16 years in the Bagamoyo vicariate, soon to be renamed the Diocese of
Morogoro.
After his initiation to Africa at Lumbiji, he was stationed at Mgeta and Mhonda.
In 1962 he began ailing from an embolism in one of his lungs. Though the doctor
remained optimistic, his condition suddenly took a turn for the worse and he died
one hour later.
A few days before his death when he had received the anointing of the sick, he
said, "When you have come close to death, you see life differently. I see now more
clearly and unambiguously that nothing is more important than love for God and for
one another. Anything else is purely secondary."
Ons Orgaan, December 1962
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Fr. Jan KISSEN 46 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* May 7, 1915 Budel, N.B.

+ May 1, 1962 Rhenen, U.

Orphaned in his early youth, he did his classical studies at Gernert and Weert,
1928-53, and pronounced his vows at Gennep on August 25, 1936. He did his
senior studies at Gernert, where he was also ordained on July 19, 1941.

•

World War Two added an extra year to his formation. Then, pending the end of
hostilities, he acted as an assistant in a parish whose pastor had been dislodged
from his rectory by the Nazis. Endowed with a strong sense of justice, he equally
objected to indiscriminate punishment for Dutch collaborators of the Nazis, who in
1945 found themselves on the losing side. He demanded that suspects be
condemned only after receiving a fair trial.
In May 1946 he embarked on an aircraft carrier (see p. 433) for East Africa, where
he was destined to work in the Bagamoyo vicariate. He quickly learned Swahili
and gained the confidence of the people by his zeal, energy and readiness to help
them. We find him successively stationed at Mhonda (1947), Mashati (1949) and
Matombo (1952).
Seriously ailing, he returned to Holland in 1958, but there was not much the
doctors could do for him. He died suddenly at the provincial residence.
Aloof and reluctant to speak about his troubles, he was inclined to see the dark
side of things, but he was also a perfectionist. Thus he had to solve many
problems all by himself. And in the process he tended to neglect his own health
while meeting difficulties head-on.
One Orgaan 62/11
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Fr. Thieu ROIJEN 73 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* December 16, 1914 Wijk-Maastricht, L.

December 10, 1988 Gennep

Mathias was his official name, but he was known as Thieu. He entered the junior
seminary at Weert in 1928, but his studies were interrupted by illness so that he
finished them only in 1936. Professed at Gennep on August 26, 1937, he attended
the senior seminary at Gernert, where he was ordained on July 16, 1942. World
War Two added an extra year of studies to his formation. While waiting for its end,
he did pastoral ministry.
In May 1946 he could sail for East Africa (see p. 433). He served there 25 years
in the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, which soon after became the Diocese of Morogoro.
All his assignments there were in pastoral ministry.
He was initiated to Africa at Ngerengere, a very poor mission, where the money
he brought with him was just as welcome as he himself. He then labored briefly at
Mhonda and Mgeta before going to Singiza for three years. In 1952 we find him
briefly at Kikeo and then for seven years at Kingurunyembe. After another short
stay at Vidunda, he could give the last eleven years of his life in Africa to Kidodi,
(1960-71).
Returning to Holland, he served nine years as an assistant in a parish. When he
retired in 1980, he was loath to enter the Congregation's retirement community in
Gennep, but as soon as he had done so, he realized that he should have gone
there much sooner. He died there 18 months after his arrival.
His health had never been very good, but worry about it never stopped him from
giving himself wholeheartedly to his work. Unpretentious and inclined to view
himself as not much good for anything, he worried about his failures, but did not
realize that other people had a much greater esteem for him than he himself had.
Spinet 44/1
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Fr. Wilhelm CORNIELJE 82 GERMANY NL TZA
* December 16, 1905 Elten, Westphalia Kleve, D.

+ August 18, 1987

He was a well-established and highly regarded small businessman when at the
age of 32 he gave it all up to become a priest and missionary. He made his vows
at Gennep on August 27, 1938, did his senior studies at Gernert and was ordained
there on July 25, 1943. World War Two delayed his departure for Africa and he
spent the years in additional studies and ministry.
In May 1946 he sailed for the Bagamoyo vicariate (see p. 433). We find him there
at Matombo for his initiation, but he stayed in that location for several years as one
of the large staff attached to that mission.
After a two year stint as mission promoter in Holland, he returned in 1956 to what
had become the Diocese of Morogoro. He served there as pastor at Tegetero, a
remote mountain mission. Yet, it became for him the place where, in his own
words, he experienced the best years of his life and work.
Ill health caused his very reluctant return to Holland in 1973, at the age of 68,
after 25 years of labor in Africa. His heart, however, remained in Africa. He
continued to aid and assist the Diocese of Morogoro, while also doing pastoral
work in his German hometown. His 80th birthday became a feast for the entire
town.
He died after a long illness in a nearby hospital. He left us the memory of a
zealous priest and missionary whose iron energy was tempered by his simplicity
and reverence for human dignity.
Spinet 42/8
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Fr. Michael Francis SOUGHLEY 73 IRELAND KEN
* December 27, 1917 lnchicore, Co. Dublin

+ August 4, 1991 Nairobi

He entered Blackrock in 1932 and made his vows at Kilshane on September 8,
1937. He did the usual prefecting and university studies. When tuberculosis struck
him while doing his senior seminary studies, he was sent to Montana to recover. In
the last year of his theology he was ordained a priest on July 16, 1944 in Dublin.
In 1946 he arrived in the Vicariate of Zanzibar. His first assignment was to teach
at Holy Spirit High School at Mangu. He became its headmaster in 1949.
The Mangu school at that time was one of the only two schools in Kenya where
African boys could take Forms 3 and 4, with the result that he had among his
students many who went on to fill high positions in the country.
His second appointment was in 1952 to St. Mary's School, Nairobi, first for one
year and then permanently in 1955. In between he served for brief spells at Lioki
and Riruta.
From its humble origins in 1939 as a coffee shamba school in Parklands the
school had moved to its present location near St. Austin's Church in 1946. New
buildings were constructed in 1951. He taught in this school for 36 years.
Originally opened at the request of Catholic European settlers who wanted a
school for their children, St. Mary's later accepted students regardless of their
origins. It achieved academic excellence that stood up to the best schools in
Europe or America so that its graduates were readily accepted by prestigious
universities abroad.
Of course, true to the spirit of schools in Ireland, Great Britain and America, all
kinds of sports were also played, and gifts for music or the stage received careful
cultivation.
As a teacher at St. Mary's, Fr. Soughley took part in that great development. In
1990 the school had over 1,300 students. When he retired at last, he continued to
reside in his beloved school and could celebrate the golden anniversary of his
profession in 1987. He died there peacefully after a brief illness.
Newsletter CSSp Ireland Oct. 1991; Spiritan Missionary News, Oct. 1992, 18
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Fr. Dermot K. BROWNE IRELAND KEN IRL
* September 27, 1918 Dublin
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1939 and did his senior studies at Kimmage. He was ordained on
December 22, 1945 at Clonliffe.
Assigned to the Zanzibar vicariate, he sailed for Mombasa in 1946. We find him
listed there as in charge of the Kanzalu station from 1949 on, as assistant secretary
of education for the Archdiocese of Nairobi in 1961, and as in charge of the Mbitini
mission in 1968.
Returning to Ireland in 1969, he continued to be engaged in pastoral ministry as a
chaplain or as an assistant in a parish. In 1989 he could commemorate the 50th
anniversary of his vowed commitment to the Congregation. In 1992 he entered the
Congregation's retirement home at Kimmage.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James O'BRIEN 67 IRELAND IRL KEN CAN
* December 3, 1912 Belclose, Tuam, Co. Galway

+ December 13,

1979 Ireland

A Blackrock graduate, 1925-31, he was professed at Kimmage on September 8,
1932, studied at the National University of Dublin till 1935, prefected at Rockwell for
one year and did his theology at Kimmage. He was ordained in June 1940.
During World War Two he edited the Missionary Annals.
In 1946 Abp. Matthews, Apostolic Delegate at Mombasa, was so impressed with
his knowledge of Africa that he asked to have him assigned to his delegation. He
served there for eight years. He was then called to Paris as secretary to the
Superior General.
In 1958 he went to Canada and taught at the Neil McNeil High School in Toronto,
but one year later he returned to Kenya to teach at the High School in Mangu.
Later he became headmaster of the lturi High School, near Nairobi, till 1968.
Afflicted by Parkinson's disease, he continued nonetheless to serve for another
eleven years in less strenuous positions till his return to Ireland in 1977. He died
there two years later.
IBN December 13; SWWW 1079
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Fr. Gerard F. ELLIS IRELAND KEN IRL
* November 30, 1916 Bray, Co. Wicklow
A Blackrock graduate, he made his vows on September 5, 1936 at Kilshane and
prefected for two years at Blackrock. He then earned a B.A. in philosophy and did
his theology at Kimmage. On July 16, 1944 he was ordained in Dublin.
In 1946 he arrived in the Zanzibar vicariate. He did missionary work at Lioki and
taught at Kabaa until in 1954 he went to teach at the Teachers Training School in
Kilimanbogo. He was also director of this school.
After four years of pastoral ministry at St. Peter Claver's, Nairobi, 1960-64, he
returned to teaching at Kabaa's High School until in 1968 he was assigned to do
the same at Tala.
Returning to Ireland in 1970, after 24 years of service in Africa, he engaged in
pastoral ministry in various parishes.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James F. GRIFFIN IRELAND KEN TZA
* October 1, 1917 Carrigaholt, Kilruth, C. Clare
He finished his secondary studies at Blackrock in 1936 and made his vows on
September 8, 1937 at Kilshane. After attending the university for philosophy, he
did his theology at Kimmage and was ordained on July 15, 1945 in Dublin.
He was assigned to the Vicariate of Zanzibar in 1946, where most of his life was
encompassed by teaching. After two years of it at St. Peter Claver, in Nairobi, he
went to the island of Zanzibar, where he could combine pastoral work with teaching
in 1950.
After the creation of dioceses in Kenya we find him in a teaching position at Holy
Spirit College in Mangu (1953-60) and at St. Joseph's Secondary School at
Githunguri ( 1961-65) in the Archdiocese of Nairobi. Then, going to the Diocese of
Mombasa, he taught at St. George's High School in Mariakani (1966-1969). In
1971 he became chaplain and teacher at the Sisters' novitiate at Kwale.
Thereafter we find him at Taru, doing missionary work from 1975 till 1985; he built
three permanent churches in its outstations. In 1988 he became chaplain to Taru
ya Wazee (old people's home) in Mombasa. From 1989 on he served as Spiritan
district procurator at Nairobi. By 1993 he had been working in Kenya for fortyseven years.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and Nairobi

457
535

Fr. Thomas F. MEAGHER IRELAND IRL
* February 11, 1919 Dublin

KEN GB

He entered the Congregation at Kilshane and made his vows there on
September 10, 1938. He earned a 8.A. in 1941 and then prefected for two years at
Blackrock. During his last year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July
15, 1945 in Dublin.
The following year he sailed for the Vicariate of Zanzibar, where he was
introduced to Africa at Lioki and taught at its Teachers Training School. He then
went in 1948 to Kilimanbogo as a staff member of a similar school.
In 1952 he went to Nairobi, where he served as secretary to the bishop and
procurator of what in 1953 became the Archdiocese of Nairobi. He became its
chancellor and served as such till 1969. At the same time he was also in charge of
the new mission opened at Kariobangi in the Nairobi area. He built its church,
while also acting as vicar general of the diocese. He remained vicar general for
ten years.
In 1975 he became the priest in charge of the Holy Family Cathedral in Nairobi.
After serving in England for four years doing parish work, he returned to the
Nairobi archdiocese in 1984. He functioned there as chaplain and tutor at the
novitiate of the Assumption Sisters in the Uzi ma Center at Karibaribi.
Having given 45 years of active service to the church, he retired in 1992 at St.
Mary's School, Nairobi.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and Nairobi
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Fr. William C. COSTELLOE IRELAND TT TZA KEN USA GB
* January 30, 1910 Mathkeele, Co. Limerick
A Rockwell graduate, 1919-34, he was professed at Kilshane on September 1,
1935. After one year of philosophy at Kimmage, he was sent to prefect for three
years at St. Mary's College, Trinidad. He then continued his studies at Kimmage till
1944 when he was sent to finish them in the U.S.A. at Ferndale. He was ordained
there on March 8, 1945.
The following year he journeyed to the Kilimanjaro vicariate. He taught there at
St. Patrick's Teachers Training School in Singa Chini and then did missionary
work at Mbosho till 1952.
After another tour of teaching at Umbwe's Holy Spirit Secondary School, we find
him listed as doing evangelization work at Kishimundi and Kilomeni. He then
served at Usa River's trade school in 1961.
Transferred to the Archdiocese of Nairobi, he became headmaster of the
secondary school at Ngarariga till 1968.
In that year he left Africa. After serving as retreat master in England, India and
Bangladesh for two years, he went to the U.S.A. doing pastoral ministry. From
1984 on we find him in England attached to a college as chaplain.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and USA
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Fr. Herman VLOET 80 NETHERLANDS NL TZA D
* June 3, 1909 Haps, N.B.
+ November 23, 1989 Dommershausen, D
He did his classical studies at Weert, 1927 -33, and was professed on August 22,
1934. For his philosophy and theology he went to Gernert, where he was also
ordained on July 16, 1939. World War Two gave him time for additional studies
and then he had to wait for the war to end, while doing parish ministry. He
volunteered for an assignment to "The Green Hell" in the interior of Brazil, but his
physical condition was judged unsuitable for such an assignment.
In the fall of 1946 he could travel to East Africa's Bagamoyo vicariate. We find
him there listed at Tegetero for his initiation and then in 1949 at Kikeo. From there
he went to take charge of the Kidodi mission. In 1953 he was assigned to
Mtombozi and remained its pastor for eleven years.
Although he never learned to speak Swahili fluently, he got along very well with
the people. He put up a good-looking physical plant for the parish. True, it took
him a long time to finish it, but he himself had to find the funds for it and that meant
sometimes delays in the construction work.
While on leave in 1964, after 18 years in Africa, the doctors judged his physical
condition unsuitable for a return to the tropics. The abnormal curvature of the
spine, which had prevented his assignment to "The Green Hell" was getting worse
and his hearing was impaired by the pills taken against malaria.
After spending some time as assistant in a parish on the border of Holland and
Germany, he became in 1968 pastor at Dommershausen in the Diocese of Trier,
Germany. He remained there for 20 years and loved it.
His parishioners celebrated the golden jubilee of his priesthood in July 1989 in
great style. He then resigned as pastor but continued to live there. He died half a
year later in the rectory.
Spinet 44/11
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Fr. Donal Niall MACAULEY IRELAND IRL KEN
* March 14, 1912 Bangor, Co. Dublin
Niall, as he was usually called, attended Blackrock, 1921-30, made his vows at
Kimmage on September 5, 1931 and did his philosophy at Blackrock. He then
prefected there for two years before going to Kimmage for theology. He was
ordained on June 11, 1938 in Dublin.
He functioned then for six years as bursar and novice master of the Brothers at
Kilshane until in 1946 he could sail for the Vicariate of Zanzibar.
After serving briefly at St. Peter Claver, Nairobi, he became rector of the junior
seminary at Kilimanbogo. In 1953 he was attached to Machakos, where he also
functioned as educational secretary of the archdiocese. He built three chapels and
four primary schools in the Machakos area.
In 1959 the generalate appointed him district superior of all Spiritans working in
Kenya. At that time they numbered about 150 men, spread out over some 50
locations. What with the passing of the country from colonial rule to independence,
the Africanization of the church and the changes connected with Vatican Council
Two, the strains and stresses of the period must have been considerable. Yet, he
managed to last ten years as principal superior in Kenya.
In 1970 he opened up the new Athi River mission in the Diocese of Machakos.
He worked there for two decades developing it, until by 1989 it was taken over by
Maryknoll missionaries. He then retired in Nairobi after 43 years of service to the
church in Kenya.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and Nairobi
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Fr. Anton P. MORGENROTH GERMANY TZA USA
* July 2, 1912 Berlin
The son of a Jewish family, he attended the Ardnt Gymnasium in Berlin till 1930
and then worked for a few years before moving to Johannesburg, South Africa, in
1934. Two years later he went to California, where he worked for a shipyard in
Oakland. At the age of 26, he was baptized at St. Francis de Sales, Oakland, on
May 21, 1938.
He entered the Ridgefield novitiate in 1939 and made his vows there on August
29, 1940. Going on to Ferndale, he did his senior studies, 1940-46, earned a B.A.
and a B. D., and was ordained on March 8, 1945. Later he also earned a doctorate
in education from Columbia University, New York.
On December 12, 1946 he and two other Fathers flew by chartered plane from
New York, via Trinidad, Natal, Ascension Island and Leopoldville (Kinshasa) to
Johannesburg in South Africa. (If it does not seem to be a straight line, remember
that it was a chartered plane, filled with passengers for various destinations; also in
those days planes did not fly during the night.) There they switched to a small
chartered plane with room for six passengers that flew them to Salisbury (now
Harare in Zimbabwe) and on to Zambia, where they spent the Christmas day. From
there a last hop brought them at last to their destination at Moshi.
He taught there for six years at St. James Seminary and an additional six years at
Holy Spirit Secondary School.
In 1961 he returned to the United States. He taught for nearly two decades at
Duquesne University and at St. Pius Ten Seminary in Kentucky. He then did
pastoral ministry in Nebraska for 12 years.
In September 1992 when he was 80, he still went to Conway, AR, to serve as an
associate pastor.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Remo J. BONIFAZI USA TZA UGN SA
* August 26, 1918 Fitchburg, MA
He did his junior college studies at Cornwells, 1937-39, and was professed on
August 29, 1940 at Ridgefield. He then attended the senior seminary at Ferndale,
where he was ordained on March 8, 1945.
On December 12, 1946 he flew by chartered plane from New York to Moshi (see
no. 539 for details). He served there for 14 years in what was at first still the
Kilimanjaro vicariate. We find him listed as teaching at St. Patrick's Teachers
Training School and at Umbwe's Holy Spirit Secondary School.
After a home leave in 1970, he went to Uganda and taught there at the seminary
of the Apostles of Jesus in Moroto for six years.
In 1979 he was transferred to the Diocese of Bethlehem, a former vicariate of the
German Spiritans in South Africa. In 1993 he was listed as still serving there at
Reitz in what used to be the Orange Free State.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Edward J. BERNACKI USA TZA USA
* October 25, 1918 Pittsburgh
He had four years of High School behind him when he went to Cornwells in 1936
and was professed at Ridgefield on August 15, 1939. For his senior studies he
attended Ferndale, where he was also ordained on March 8, 1945.
Assigned to Kilimanjaro vicariate, he and two other Spiritans flew by chartered
plane from New York to their destination on December 12, 1946, (see no. 539 for
details).
He pioneered there at the new mission of Maua, first as an assistant and then as
director of this station. Thereafter he worked for many years at Umbwe.
In 1969, after 22 years at the service of Africa, he returned to the United States.
Transferring to the Western Province, he ministered there mainly to AfricanAmericans in Louisiana.
In 1990, as he was getting older, he took up a lighter form of ministry as chaplain
at a county hospital in Arkansas.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Br. Leontius (Louis) RELOU NETHERLANDS NL TZA
* September 16, 1911 Milheeze, N.B.
He entered the Baarle Nassau training facility for Brothers in 1933 and made his
vows on October 17, 1935. After working there and in Gernert for twelve years as a
farmer, he was assigned to the Bagamoyo vicariate.
In April 1947 he journeyed to his destination. He served at Bagamoyo and
Maskati, supervising plantations and cattle farms.
By 1956 we find him at Mgeta, where he farmed and built small schools and
housing for teachers. They must have been satisfactory, for the following year he
could build a residence for the priests at Tegetero. Thereafter, he stayed in the
building trade, putting up small schools and chapels at Lugoba, Lukange and
Mvomero.
After 25 years of service in Africa he returned to Holland in 1952. He still worked
there for four more years at Gernert before retiring. A few years later, he entered
the Congregation's retirement community in Gennep. He celebrated his golden
jubilee as a professed Brother there in 1985.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Frans BENDE NETHERLANDS TZA
* January 9, 1915 Amsterdam
He had started his theology at the diocesan seminary at Warmond when he
entered the Congregation at Gennep in 1942 and was professed there on
September 11, 1943. Continuing his theology at Gernert, he was ordained there
on April 6, 1946.
The following year, he went to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. We find him listed as
an assistant at Kasanga, 1949, at Ngerengere, 1952, and waiting for a new
assignment in 1961.
In 1964 he returned to Holland. The following year he was incardinated into the
diocesan clergy.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. William Laurence O'CONNOR IRELAND KEN TZA IRL
* January 30, 1919 Ballytore, Co. Kildare
After finishing his classical studies at Rockwell, he made his vows on September
10, 1938. He earned a B.A. and a Higher Diploma of Education and prefected for
three years at Blackrock. In the final year of his theology at Kimmage, he was
ordained on June 14, 1946.
The following year he journeyed to the Vicariate of Zanzibar. After serving for one
year at Kabaa's primary school, he was appointed to St. Francis College at Pugu,
near Dar-es-Salaam. This school was intended to be the first step toward a
Catholic university in East Africa. He taught there and after a few years became its
headmaster. From 1965 to 1969 he taught at St. Joseph's Secondary School at
Githunguri. His next assignment was to Eastleigh, Nairobi and then to Kagwe for
evangelization ministry. In 1976 he went to St. Austin's, Nairobi, and in 1980 he
became bursar of St. Mary's School. His final assignment in Kenya was to
evangelization ministry at Kalomeni.
Having spent the better part of four decades in he service of the church in Kenya,
he returned to Ireland, taking up residence at the Kimmage Mission House.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. John Christopher O'CONNOR 59 IRELAND KEN IRL
* December 10, 1916 Abbeyfeale, Limerick
+ June 11, 1976 Ireland
After attending Rockwell, he made his vows at Kilshane on September 8, 1937.
He earned a M.Sc. degree and did his senior seminary studies at Kimmage and
was ordained in 1946.
The following year he sailed for the Zanzibar vicariate. He taught there at Holy
Spirit High School in Mangu for a number of years. In 1961 we find him as an
assistant in Nairobi's Our Lady of the Visitation parish.
Ill health forced him to return to Ireland in 1964. He taught there intermittently at
Rockwell and at Templeogue College and acted as chaplain to the Christian
Brothers.
Described as the most kind and gentle of men, he had been suffering from angina
for many years when he died suddenly.
IBN June 11
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Fr. Patrick J. CAMPBELL IRELAND TZA IRL SEN GB USA
* January 7, 1920 Swinford, Co. Mayo
He made his vows at Kilshane on September 8, 1939 and then did his
philosophy at Kimmage and at the University College, earning a B.A. After one
year of prefecting at Blackrock, he went to Kimmage for theology. On July 14, 1946
he was ordained at Clonliffe. Later he would also earn a Higher Diploma in
Education.
Assigned to the Kilimanjaro vicariate in 1947, he taught at St. James Junior
Seminary in Kibosho, but by 1949 we find him attached to the Mbosho station of
the Namuru mission. It was still a very small station with only 300 Catholics in a
population of some 20,000.
In 1954 he returned to Ireland and taught there at Kimmage and Rathmines for
four years and then for eight years at Rockwell.
In 1966 he tried Africa for the second time, teaching at the junior seminary of
Ngasobil, Senegal, but had to return home one year later.
Thereafter, he did ministry in England and the U.S.A. By 1974 he was attached to
Kimmage, doing substitute ministry. In bad health, he was put on the retirement list
before he was sixty years old.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James BARRETT 66 IRELAND IRL KEN TZA
+ November 19, 197 4 Rockwell
* January 1, 1908 Lyre, Clonakilty, Co. Cork
He finished his junior studies at Rockwell in 1927 and made his vows in 1929 at
Kimmage. He then prefected at Rockwell and earned a B.A. and a Higher
Education Diploma. While doing his theology at Kimmage, he was ordained on
June 20, 1937 in Dublin.
He then served for ten years at Rockwell as dean of discipline and later also as
dean of studies.
In 1947 he journeyed to Kenya and was assigned to the staff of St. Mary's School
at Nairobi. He became its headmaster in 1955 and is credited with playing a major
role in restructuring this college. In 1960 he was transferred to Mangu as
headmaster of its high school. The following year, however, he was assigned to
the Diocese of Moshi and began to serve as headmaster of the high school at
Umbwe.
After a serious operation that was not very successful, he returned to Ireland in
1964. When he had recovered, he was again attached to Rockwell. He died there
unexpectedly.
IBN November 19
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Fr. Joseph A. BEHR 68 USA TZA USA
* January 6, 1920 Sharpsburg, PA

+ December 4, 1988 West Point, PA

A Comwells graduate, 1934-39, he was professed at Ridgefield on August 15,
1941. He did his senior studies at Ferndale and was ordained there on June 4,
1946.
Assigned to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro in 1947, he worked there at Kilema and
Mashati. Chronic malaria drove him back to the States three years later.
After serving for five years as an associate to the novice master in Ridgefield, he
ministered for most of his remaining years in African-American parishes, especially
in Louisiana.
He died of cancer in his brother's home.
CSSp Newsletter, USA-West, February 1989; SWWW appendix USA
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Fr. Paul L. CUNNINGHAM IRELAND KEN TZA
* June 28, 1917 Plumborough, Co. Dublin
He attended Blackrock, 1935-37, and made his vows at Kilshane on September
10, 1938. He began his philosophy studies at Kimmage, but interrupted them by
two years of prefecting at Rathmines. Then, after earning a B.A. at the University
College, he did his theology at Kimmage and was ordained on July 14, 1946.
Assigned to the Zanzibar vicariate in 1947, he was initiated to Africa at Nairobi,
doing urban apostolate, and on the island of Zanzibar, where he combined ministry
with teaching.
In 1949 he began to teach at the Kabaa High School, being also its headmaster.
Five years later, he assumed a similar function at Mangu.
In 1956 he took charge of St. Mary's School in Nairobi. He held this important
position for twelve years.
After four more years as headmaster of the Muhoho High School, he was
appointed principal superior of the Spiritans serving in Kenya. His mandate was
renewed for another three year term in 1975.
In 1979 Abp. Maurice Otunga entrusted to him the task of building up small
Christian communities in his diocese.
His final assignment in 1987 was to serve as chaplain to the Kenya Naval Base at
Mtongwe, near Mombasa.
After more than four decades of service to the young churches of Kenya, he
retired in 1991 in Kimmage.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Daniel MURPHY 97 IRELAND IRL KEN IT SW
* November 17, 1890 Knocknagoshel, Co. Kerry

+ April 4, 1988 Kimmage

A graduate of Rockwell, he made his vows on September 28, 1913 at Kimmage,
earned a M.A. in classics and was then sent to Fribourg for higher studies. He
earned doctorates maxima cum laude, in both philosophy and theology there and
was ordained in 1922.
After one year at Blackrock in 1923, he became dean of studies at Rockwell. This
college had suffered greatly from the aftermath of the civil war and was on the
verge of being closed. He did much to restore its standing and it was able to regain
its leading position.
In 1934 he became the provincial superior of the Spiritans in Ireland. A great
upward surge took place in every field of endeavor: buildings, academics,
publications, a great increase in the number of young Irishmen that entered the
Congregation and a huge expansion of its missions abroad.
In 1947 he became district superior of the Spiritans serving in Kenya. He had
difficulties in adapting to the African scene, which is not surprising if one considers
that he was then in his late fifties.
Thus it was a relief for him when after the election of Fr. Francis Griffin as superior
general in 1950, he was named the Congregation's procurator to the Holy See and
superior of its international house of studies in Rome. He did an excellent job as
procurator for twelve years. In 1962 he went to Fribourg to serve as superior of the
international house of studies there.
Returning to Ireland in 1967, he went into semi-retirement at Kilshane and
Rockwell. When his rheumatism required special treatment he was transferred to
Kimmage. Added to his physical pains was the mental anguish he experienced
from his inability to cope with the many changes that had come to his world, the
Church and the Congregation, to which he had devoted his life.
IBN April 4
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Fr. Patrick BORAN IRELAND KEN CAN
* February 10, 1920 Castlecomer, D. of Ossory
He attended the University College at Dublin and earned a 8.A. Honors. After
making his vows at Kilshane on October 8, 1942, he did his theology at Kimmage
and was ordained on July 14, 1946.
Assigned to the Zanzibar vicariate, he sailed in 1947. Most of his years in Kenya
were spent in teaching positions. We find him at the junior seminary in
Kilimanbogo till 1949 and then for two years in charge of the Mbitini mission. From
1951 on he taught at the Teachers Training College at Kiteta until in 1955 he was
placed in charge of the Kanzalu mission.
In 1958 he returned to Kiteta for four years and then became assistant education
secretary at Machakos.
In 1965 we find him at Kabaa's High School for another five years of teaching
and then as pnest in charge of the Mbooni mission.
Going to Canada in 1971, he did pastoral ministry for four years in the Toronto
region and then returned to Kenya in 1975. He was able to take charge of the
Kiteta mission for another year and then held administrative positions for the
Congregation in Kenya and as district's procurator.
His farewell to Africa came in 1983 when he went back to Canada. He still
functioned as a chaplain in various places, including in 1992 the Providence
Center.
Arch. CSSp Toronto
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Fr. John J. GANNON IRELAND KEN ETH IRL
* July 30, 1920 Bagnalstown, Co. Kildare
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1939. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and prefected for two years
at Blackrock. In the final year of his theology he was ordained on July 14, 1946.
The following year he journeyed to East Africa's Zanzibar vicariate. He taught
there at St. George School, Waa, in the future Mombasa diocese, becoming its
headmaster a few years later. He was also educational secretary for Mombasa,
1950-52.
In 1948 he became pastor at Giriama, but four years later he resumed the
function of being educational secretary in the Archdiocese of Nairobi. He held this
position till 1966.
Thereafter he served consecutively as pastor in Lioki, Gatitu, Mangu, Thiogo and
Ngarariga till 1970.

I

From 1970 to 1972 he was local superior of the Kimmage community in Ireland.
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In 1973 he became the leader of the Irish Spiritans who undertook a new mission
in Ethiopia. Headquartered at Arba Minch in the Jimma vicariate, he was at the
same time vicar general of the bishop. He served there for nine years.
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Returning to Ireland in 1982, he became superior of the Ardbraccan community.
In 1988 he was attached to the mission procure at Kimmage.

r

Ii
,',

ri
I
ii
i
I

i

, I

I
I I
I

;1

I
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Fr. Stanley J. TRAHAN 69 USA TZA USA
* March 9, 1920 Bay City, Ml

+ September 31, 1989 Fall River, MA

He attended Cornwells, 1934-40, and made his vows at Ridgefield on August 30,
1941. In the final years of his senior studies at Ferndale he was ordained there on
June 4, 1946.
In 1947 he sailed for his assignment to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He worked
there hard at Kibosho, Naruma and Moshi, building three schools and one church
while also being procurator of the vicariate and later of the Moshi diocese.
Ailing he returned to the U.S.A. in 1956. He worked for a few years in the mission
procurator's office in Washington, DC, and then as an assistant in a parish.
Repeatedly in and out of hospitals, he left the Congregation in 1963.
Readmitted in 197 4, he functioned as a hospital chaplain in his hometown,
earning much praise for his work. Six years later, he became pastor of a parish in
Rhode Island. He served as a highly appreciated priest till 1989.
He died of heart failure at a nearby hospital.
CSSp Newsletter USA-East Oct./Nov. 1989; SWWW appendix USA
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Fr. James J. WHITE Jr. 50 USA TZA USA
* March 18, 1919 Philadelphia

+ March 25, 1969 Pittsburgh

A Cornwells graduate, 1934-40, he pronounced his vows at Ridgefield on August
15, 1941, did his senior studies at Ferndale and was ordained there on June 4,
1946.
In 1947 he could travel to East Africa, where he had been assigned to serve in
the Kilimanjaro vicariate. He worked there at Kishimundu and at Kilomeni for five
years.
Returning to the United States, he ministered to African-American parishes in
Louisiana, North Carolina and in New York's Harlem parish of St. Mark for nine
years. Transferred to Sharpsburg in 1968, he died of a cerebral infarction the
following year.
In both Africa and the U.S.A. he was regarded as a "people's priest," one who
gave himself wholeheartedly to their service, secure in his faith.
O.P. July 1969, 10 f.; SWWW 843
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Fr. Joseph A. BRENNAN 71 USA TZA USA
* August 10, 1919 Philadelphia

+ June 26, 1991 Bethel Park, PA

An only child, orphaned at an early age, he passed through several foster homes,
never feeling that he did "belong." In spite of this, the sensitive waif grew up
without resentment but with a great desire to make friends. And after he joined the
Congregation in 1936 in Cornwells, the religious community became his home and
gave him his identity.
Professed at Ridgefield on August 15, 1941, he did his senior studies at Ferndale,
where he was also ordained June 4, 1946. A summer of prefecting in 1945 at St.
Joseph's Home for homeless boys had shown his zeal and uplifting qualities. He
would have loved to make ministry to such boys, whose condition was so similar to
his own, his lifework, but it was not to be.
Appointed to Africa in 1947, he sailed for the Kilimanjaro district in Tanzania,
where he was to labor for sixteen years. At first he was assigned to Arusha, but in
1950 Bp. Joseph Byrne made him his secretary and then chancellor and mission
procurator for the Diocese of Moshi. He travelled widely around the area as
troubleshooter, wherever the bishop sent him, while also working as a pastor. He
held this position for a dozen years.
As mission procurator, he showed a real talent raising funds for the construction
of churches in the diocese.
His stay in Africa came to an abrupt end when in 1963 the local physician
advised his immediate return to the U.S.A. because he was suffering from an
incurable bone disease. Fortunately, a specialist in Philadelphia concluded that it
was only a case of arthritis of the neck, aggravated by a fall he had suffered in
1960; the disease could be kept under control in the States.
Thus began the second state of his lifework, with an appointment to St. Ann's
parish, Millvale, PA, as an assistant. Five years later he became pastor of the
African-American parish of St. James in Dayton, OH. There he got a chance to
show his mettle again. Integration was then a big issue, and Father stood up for his
people. "It always distresses me," he told a biracial meeting, "to hear Catholics say,
'Our parish is going down' when what they really mean is, 'Negroes are coming' to
our church." And, "all black people want is to be treated as human beings," and to
have "their human dignity'' recognized.
While many Catholic schools began to close for lack of funds, he managed to
keep that of St. James open on an integrated basis, even though the cost of doing
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so rose to $100,000 a year. The diocese contributed half the amount, but Father
had to find the other half. As the small and poor parish could not contribute much,
he became known and admired for the way he managed it. An article in the Dayton
Dajly News called him "a hustler in the name of God" whom nobody could turn
down, for he always hustled with a disarming smile on his lips. Once a man drove
up to him, saying: "I haven't paid church dues in 15 years; this is for you" and
handed him a check for $5,000.
The kids of the parish could not get enough of him. He loved to go to their
playground, pile a bunch of them in his car and head to the nearest McDonald's for
a treat. He had given his large rectory to house the nuns teaching at his school,
while he himself moved into a modest dwelling nearby. He ran it practically as an
open house for anyone looking for advice or a meal; and, of course, the kids were
always welcome. He remembered his own childhood too well to refuse them
anything.
Ideally, he realized, an African-American parish should have an African-American
pastor. So, when it 1972 it became possible to let Fr. Egbert Figaro take over, he
gracefully stepped aside and went to Sacred Heart Parish in Emsworth, PA, as its
pastor. In his farewell letter Abp. Paul F. Leibold of Cincinnati wrote: "You had a
unique charism--accepted by your parishioners, able to understand them, fight for
their work, their needs, but not by way of conflict, so you won the love and respect
of those outside your community and the love and cooperation of your fellowpastors."
Father's record in the Pittsburgh suburban parish of Emsworth was equally
impressive. At that time this middle-class parish was factionally divided in the
turmoil of conservatives versus progressives. The new pastor began by visiting
each of the 800 families, and did so thereafter each year. His charism won the day,
and the strive subsided. He remodeled the school, built a new rectory and was
able to pay off all the parish debts.
When in 1977 he began to experience serious heart trouble, in addition to his
diabetes, he had to resign his pastorate. Bishop Vincent M. Leonard of Pittsburgh
then wrote to him: "I have never met any Religious priest who had more concern
for the good of the diocese than yourself. In fact the spiritual life of Sacred Heart
parish is a testimony to this. I have met many of your parishioners . . . and all spoke
of how wonderfully you had brought the parish back from the unfortunate
circumstances which seemed to have afflicted it over a number of years prior to
your appointment as pastor."
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Father was then assigned to the Congregation's retirement home in Sarasota, FL.
He could do some part-time ministry. But it was not sufficient to keep him busy and
he begged his superiors to assign him again to a parish.
In 1979 his wish was granted and he became pastor of St. Christopher's Tiverton,
RI. Two years later a coronary by-pass operation and a mild stroke forced him to
return to Sarasota. When in 1987 his health improved somewhat, he begged for a
more active position and was assigned as pastor to St. Joseph's, Bay City, Ml. The
improvement, however, did not last and in 1988 pneumonia caused his fourth and
final retirement.
After spending some time at the Congregation's retirement facilities in Sarasota
and Comwells, he went to Bethel Park in 1990. He died there quietly of heart
failure in his sleep.
What stands out in Father Brennan's life is, on the one hand, his undeniable
loneliness caused by the total absence of any family. It depressed him sometimes,
but there was always a smile on his lips when people came to see him. On the
other hand, he was able to compensate for his lack of family by gaining a large
circle of very loyal friends and by devoting himself totally to the Congregation and
its works. His attitude toward his superiors was always respectful and he humbly
accepted any admonition they gave him. He received many gifts for himself, but
virtually all of them went to the missions or other Spiritan works.
CSSp Newsletter USA-East June-July 1991; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Stephen J. LASKO USA TZA USA
* May 8, 1921 Darien, CT
Of Hungarian descent, he entered Cornwells in 1934 and made his vows at
Ridgefield on August 15, 1944. He did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he
was ordained on March 13, 1947.
In the fall of the same year he went to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He served
there as teacher and headmaster of St. Patrick's Teachers Training College at
Singa Chini. After earning a M. Ed. at Duquesne-he already had two bachelor's
degrees--he returned in 1952 to Singa Chini until in 1955 he became the
educational secretary or superintendent of schools for the Diocese of Moshi.
It was a difficult time to hold that position. With the approach of independence for
the country, colonial government officials began to put pressure on the Catholic
Church, especially in the Moshi diocese. They resented the existence of the
numerous bush schools, which had always been wholly financed by the dioceses,
and therefore escaped their control. It induced some of them to forbid the
establishment of new ones, even when the official schools were overflowing and
could not accept more children.
As the Chagga people in particular wanted their children to be educated, no
matter what the colonial officials thought, Fr. Lasko did not hesitate to open new
schools. Soon his impending arrest was publicly announced by the provincial
commissioner. Nothing came from the threat of arrest. After all, the schools were
not illegal, but merely, in the eyes of the commissioner, highly undesirable. The
Chagga Catholics, however, contributed money and the teaches took a 50% cut in
their meager pay to keep the schools open, and they did.
In 1961 he went to reside in Dar-es-Salaam as national secretary for the lay
apostolate and for catechetics. He also helped establish the Young Catholic
Workers, the Tanzania Catholic Teachers Association, as well as discussion
groups composed of professional, governmental and business Catholic leaders.
Afflicted by ulcers, he returned to the States in 1964. He continued to serve there
in a variety of positions, but mostly in parish work, especially in the Rhode Island
area.
In 1990 he entered the Congregation's retirement home in Sarasota, FL.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Anthony A BACHER SLOVAKIA TZA USA KEN SA
* February 16, 1919 Svavy, Solnohrad, pri Presove
He attended the Safarikovo gymnasium in Presove till in 1934 his family migrated
to the U.S.A. and settled in McKees Rocks, P A He completed high school there
and then attended Duquesne University till 1940. As he had shown great ability for
mechanical and architectural things, he was offered scholarships to pursue these
disciplines both in Slovakia and the States. But he turned them down because he
wanted to become a priest. On August 30, 1941 he made his vows at Ridgefield.
Toward the last year of his theological studies in Ferndale, he was ordained there
on June 4, 1946.
In the fall of 1947 he sailed via the southern route to Mombasa and then went on
to the Kilimanjaro vicariate. He was to work there for 25 years. We find him
stationed at Rambo, 1949, Arusha, 1952, Naruma and Mawella before becoming
pastor at Korongori in the 1960s. In between he had spent three years in the
U.S.A. as an assistant in a parish.
Around 1971 he switched to Kenya and served there in the Diocese of Meru at
Garba-Tula and especially at Magumoni. He built a large church there, which took
six years to complete. The people donated their labor and some materials, while
donors abroad contributed other gifts. Meanwhile he did not neglect his main task.
On arrival, he related, he took a census that showed some 2,500 Catholics, but
when he left to return to the States in 1987 there were 15,000.
In 1988 he joined the Spiritans working in South Africa's Diocese of Bethlehem.
As he did whenever he visited the States, he arrived back in Africa with an old bus
or truck, loaded with household goods, clothing and what not for the people in that
impoverished area. We find him stationed there at Harrismith.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Francis M. PHILBEN USA TZA USA
* July 17, 1918 Boston
He had done his high school and philosophy with the S.V.D. when he applied to
the Congregation at Ridgefield and could pronounce his vows there on September
8, 1943. He did his theology at Ferndale where he was ordained on September
26, 1946.
The following year he sailed from Brooklyn to East Africa's Kilimanjaro vicariate.
He taught there for two years at St. James Junior Seminary in Kilema and then
served as an assistant at Mengwe, an outstation of Rombo.
In mid 1953 he returned to the States. After a few brief assignments, he served
mostly in African-American works in New York and Virginia for twelve years and
then from 1973 on in "Portuguese" parishes in Rhode Island. Illness led to his
resignation by the end of 1975. He then went to reside at community house on the
campus of Duquesne University. He continued to render service to the university
as much as his condition allowed. In 1987 he was officially retired, while still
residing there.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Br. Adriaan (Willem) BRASPENNING NETHERLANDS NL TZA F
* October 19, 1904 Hoeven, N.B.
Thirty-eight years old and a carpenter by trade, he made his vows on March 25,
1942 at Baarle Nassau. He then worked for six years in the Dutch province.
In the summer of 1948 he could journey to the Bagamoyo vicariate.
construction work there, notably at Kimamba, near Morogoro.

He did

While on leave in 1955, he was retained for one year at the Generalate before he
could return to the Morogoro diocese. We find him there listed as stationed only in
Matombo (1961) and the new station of Chalinze (1967), doing construction work.
Undoubtedly, he also rendered services in other locations where a professional
builder was needed.
At the age of 76 and having rendered 32 years of service to the Diocese of
Morogoro, he retired at Gennep in 1980.
Although he was a late vocation, he could celebrate the golden anniversary of his
religious vows there in 1992.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Msgr. Henri J. WINKELMOLEN NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* September 23, 1921 Grathem, L.
He attended the junior seminary at Weert, 1934-40, made his vows at Gennep on
August 30, 1941 and did his senior studies at Gernert. On November 21, 1947 he
was ordained there.
In 1948 he journeyed to the Bagamoyo vicariate, soon to become the Diocese of
Morogoro. He worked there at Mgeta and Bunduki until in 1954 he became pastor
at Mgeta.
In 1960 he was transferred to the Diocese of Moshi as one of the Dutch Spiritans
selected to evangelize the Same area. He worked there at Mamba and Gonja.
When in 1964 the Holy See established the Prefecture of Same as a separate
jurisdiction and entrusted it to the Dutch province of the Congregation, he became
its prefect. As such, he resided at Same.
In the years that followed the prefecture developed to such an extent that in 1978
it became the Diocese of Same and African-born Fr. Josaphat Lebulu succeeded
him as its first bishop.
After 30 years of service to Africa, he returned to Holland. Going to Weert, he
continued his ministry for six more years at the Fatima parish, opposite the
community residence.
Retiring as pastor in 1986, he continued to reside there and to render assistance
in that parish.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Cor J. van der POEL NETHERLANDS TZA USA
* September 19, 1921 Oude Ade, Z.H.
He attended the junior seminary of Weert, 1934-40 and was professed on August
30, 1941 at Gennep. During his senior studies at Gernert he was ordained a priest
there on November 21, 1947.
In 1948 he journeyed to East Africa to serve in the Bagamoyo vicariate. He
taught moral theology and canon law at the senior seminary of Bagamoyo and
when it was transferred to Morogoro in 1951, he moved with it. His careful solution
of moral problems drew the attention of the clergy, who began to consult him widely
on such issues.
After one year of pastoral ministry at Matombo, 1954-55, he returned to teach at
Bagamoyo's junior seminary, while also serving as pastor. Next we find him for
one year at Vidunda and then as pastor and dean of the area at Kasanga till 1961.
In that year he joined the group of Dutch Spiritans who undertook the
evangelization of the Pare region; he served as pastor and dean at Kilomeni.
Following the General Chapter of 1962, he was asked to go to the U.S.A. to teach
moral theology and canon law at Ferndale. He also functioned there as advocate
at the Bridgeport, CT, marriage tribunal.
From 1970 on he alternated teaching functions with pastoral positions throughout
the States, such as teaching at St. John's provincial seminary in Plymouth, Ml, and
director of the Family Life Office in Detroit, Research professor at the University of
Guam regarding the interaction between religion, psychology and culture in a time
of rapid transition, and hospital chaplaincies.
In 1981 he joined the Duquesne University Department of Theology as an
associate professor, setting up its graduate program in pastoral ministry. Six years
later he began to do the same at Barry University in Miami, while also serving as a
director at the Ecclesia Center in the Diocese of Erie, PA
In 1991 he joined the Barry University faculty as a resident scholar. Soon after he
became the acting head of its Department of Theology and in 1993 the predicate
"acting" was dropped.
He is the author of many books and articles, of which we may name The Search
for Human Values, 1971, and loteqratjon of Human Values, 1977.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Francis A. GREFF USA TZA
* March 14, 1920 Mt. Carmel, PA
He attended Cornwells, 1935-41, and made his vows at Ridgefield on August 15,
1945. After doing his philosophy and theology at Ferndale, he was ordained a
priest there on June 3, 1947.

·

On September 2, 1948 he sailed on a Liberty cargo ship going the southern route
to East Africa, where he arrived two months later in the Kilimanjaro vicariate. After
a teaching assignment to St. James Junior Seminary in Kilema Chini, he could
begin to participate in pastoral ministry at Useri in 1951 and then at Mkuu-Rombo.
When the old vicariate had become the Diocese of Moshi, he became pastor of
the Mkuu mission and, at the same time, dean of the Rombo district. In all, he
served there for ten years. He built a large church there, on a foundation already
started by his predecessor, and also three primary schools.
Transferred to Kishimundu around 1960, but soon after assigned to Narumu, he
headed this parish for five years.
In 1967 he received an appointment to the Mbosho parish that would become the
main scene of his labors, for he would remain, alone as a priest, there for more
than two decades. It was a parish charged with the care of about 3,500 Catholics
in the midst of a total population of 57,000, of whom over 44,000 were Protestants.
His care extended to the 16 outstations attached to Mbosho. He built new
churches in four of them, as well as at Bomangombe, all of which were
subsequently taken over as parishes by the diocesan clergy. He also opened a
new mission near the Kilimanjaro International Airport, likewise passed on to the
local clergy.
At Mbosho he also took care of about 30 homeless boys who lived in his
residence. In November 1991 robbers attacked the place. They shot one of the
boys through the head, killing him instantly, and crippled him with a shot through
both legs. It took six months before the hospital in Moshi discharged him with
special braces that enabled him to walk and work again.
He wanted to go back to Mbosho and especially to the outstation at Lemira,
where he had a large church under construction. German benefactors had
donated funds for its building, which was being supervised by a German architect
free of charge. Local people had donated the land and local people donated their
labor, even if it meant that 30 of them had to walk several miles to carry each one of
the large trees needed to the construction site.
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The authorities, however, decided to transfer him to the parish at Njiro Hill in the
Arusha diocese, where he became pastor in 1993. His heart, though, remained
attached to Mbosho and Lemira. He still provided funds for the 20 boys remaining
in Mbosho and for the completion of the Lemira parish plant.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Jan FRANKEN NETHERLANDS TZA
* September 6, 1921 Almelo, 0.
He did his classical studies at Weert, 1934-40, and was professed at Gennep on
August 30, 1941. In the final year of his theology program at Gernert he was
ordained there on November 21, 1947.
One year later he was assigned to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo. Bp. Hilhorst
appointed him to the staff of the Teachers Training College at Morogoro. He was
destined to remain attached to it for many decades,•becoming its director around
1960.
When the old vicariate became the Diocese of Morogoro and when the expatriate
Bp. van Elswijk was succeeded by African-born Bp. Adrian Mboka in 1967, he
remained in his position.
The nationalization of education changed the name of the school to College of
National Education; nonetheless he continued to function there. Morogoro could
maintain its position as an important center of education in Tanzania.
When he reached retirement age, he stayed on at the College as its chaplain.
He also became a councillor to the Sokoine University of Agriculture, established
at Morogoro.
By 1993 he had been in Morogorn for 45 years of devoted service.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Edward J. RASZEWSKI USA TZA
• June 27, 1918 Philadelphia
He completed his junior college education at Cornwells in 1940 and made his
vows at Ridgefield on August 15, 1941. In the final year of his theological studies at
Ferndale he was ordained there on June 3, 1947.
In September of the following year he sailed via the southern route to Mombasa
and from there went to the Kilimanjaro district. After being initiated to Africa at
Useri, he became an assistant and then pastor at Kishimundi for five years. He built
the mission's rectory there.
The following three years he served successively at Moshi as a hospital chaplain,
at Singa Chini's teachers training school and at Kibosho as an assistant pastor.
In 1959 he went to work in the Same region at Kwizu. He built or completed three
churches in the area, while also being pastor, hospital and prison chaplain.
Five years later he established a new parish at Sanya Juu, in the Diocese of
Moshi, which he governed for ten years as its pastor. Here, too, he built two
churches, one at the main station and the other at Naibilie Chini.
In 1976 he was loaned out to the Shinyanga diocese, first as pastor at Bugisi and
from 1982 on as assistant pastor at Shinyanga. He also took care of the
chaplaincies to hospitals in the area and the leper colony at Kolondoto.
Returning to the Arusha diocese in 1987, he established the new parish at Unga,
building its provisional church. He served there for five years.
Having given 45 years of his active life to Africa in 1993, he then limited his
ministry to serving as chaplain to the hospitals in the town of Arusha.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Michael J. CARR 71 USA TZA USA
* October 30, 1920 Philadelphia

+ January 13, 1992 Lake Charles, LA

He completed his junior studies at Cornwells in 1940 and made his profession at
Ridgefield on August 15, 1941. In the final year of his theological studies at
Ferndale, he was ordained there on June 3, 1947.
His first assignment in 1948 took him to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He served
there zealously for twelve years. We find him listed at Uru, Moshi and Kwizu.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1950, he ministered mainly in African-American
parishes in Louisiana, notably at Lafayette and Lake Charles. An outstanding
feature of his work was his zeal for Catholic education.
In his earlier years he had earned great admiration for his work, but when he was
in his sixties his work began to show that he had difficulty in adapting himself to the
new age. He still tried to serve as an assistant at Lake Charles, but the people's
new self-awareness as African-Americans proved to be too much for him. Both he
and the people suffered under the strain.
He died of a heart attack at a nearby hospital.
CSSp Newsletter USA-West February 1992; SWWW USA appendix
566

Fr. Francis J. McGOWAN USA TZA
* October 21, 1930 Philadelphia
After attending Cornwells for four years, he was professed on August 15, 1941 at
Ridgefield. He did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was ordained on
March 13, 1947.
In the fall of 1948 he went to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He worked there for two
decades. We find him stationed at Kilomeni, Rombo, Gonja and Arusha.
In May 1968 he left the Congregation.
SWWW813
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Fr. Enda M. CONNOLLY 63 IRELAND KEN TZA IRL
+ February 24, 1982 New York
* October 24, 1918 Castlebar, Co. Mayo
He attended Blackrock before he entered the novitiate at Kilshane and could
make his vows there in 1941. In the final year of his theology studies at Kimmage,
he was ordained on July 13, 1947 at Clonliffe.
The following year the sailed for the Zanzibar vicariate. He labored there for two
decades in what became the diocese of Mombasa-Zanzibar. After being initiated
to Africa at Machakos, he served at Giriama, on the island of Zanzibar, and then in
the 1960s as in charge of the missions at Taveta and Mariakani. He had the
impression that his work bore but little fruit, bur carried on with patience and
perseverance: one man sows and another reaps the harvest.
Ill health led to his return to Ireland in 1968. He served still as an assistant in a
parish for five years. Going to the U.S.A. in 1974, he continued doing parish
ministry in the New York area.
He died there following heart surgery.
IBN February 24
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Fr. John N. AHERNE IRELAND KEN IRL
* December 31, 1919 Cork
Professed on September 8, 1939 at Kilshane, he did his philosophy at Kimmage
and earned a B.A. at the University College. He then prefected for two years at
Blackrock. In the final year of his theology studies at Kimmage, he was ordained
on July 13, 1946 at Clonliffe. Later he also earned a Higher Diploma in Education.
In 1948 he journeyed to the Kilimanjaro vicariate. He served there as director of
the Holy Spirit Secondary School at Umbwe for five years.
After his return to Ireland in 1954, he became bursar of Kimmage and then of
Rathmines till 1963.
Taking up residence at Kimmage, he functioned as editor of the
Annals and later as director of the Holy Spirit Confraternity.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James N. CLEMENTS IRELAND KEN USA
* January 7, 1920 Dublin
A Blackrock graduate, 1932-38, he made his vows at Kilshane on September 8,
1939. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and at the University College, earning a
B.A., and prefected for two years at Blackrock. In the final year of his theology
studies at Kimmage, he was ordained on July 13, 1947 at Clonliffe. Meanwhile he
also earned a Higher Diploma in Education.
The following year he journeyed to the Zanzibar vicariate. After his initiation at
Nairobi's St. Peter Claver, we find him listed at Riruta as an assistant in 1952, and
as director of the Mangu mission in 1961. Seven years later, he was headmaster
of the secondary school at Gatitu. The Kikuyu respected him so much that in 1967
they made him an Elder of Mwangi.
In 1968 he became a lecturer at Kenyatta University College and in 1975 he
assumed the same function at the University of Nairobi.
In 1984 he joined the Irish Spiritan community of Long Island, N.Y., doing
parochial ministry.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Patrick A. NOONAN 65 IRELAND IRL KEN
* April 11, 1914 Askeaton, Co. Limerick

+ December 21, 1979 Askeaton

A Blackrock graduate, 1929-33, he made his vows at Kilshane on September 12,
1934. After earning a B.Sc. at the University College of Dublin, he prefected for two
years at Rockwell and then returned to the University for his philosophy. In the final
year of his theology at Kimmage he was ordained on March 26, 1944 in Dublin.
He served for a few years as a staff member of the Kilshane novitiate and one
year at Rockwell. In 1948 he could sail for East Africa.
Originally listed at St. Austin's, Nairobi, he joined the staff of St. Mary's School
and taught there for some 25 years.
In 1976 illness demanded his repatriation to Ireland. Entering a nursing home in
his place of birth, he died there three years later.
IBN December 21
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Fr. Brendan McCOURT IRELAND TT TZA KEN
• March 6, 1912 Tralee, Kerry
A Blackrock graduate, he made his vows at Kimmage on September 5, 1931. He
did his philosophy at Kimmage and prefected at Blackrock while also earning a
B.A. and a Higher Diploma of Education. For his theology studies he went to
Fribourg, SW, where he obtained his S.T.L. He was also ordained there on July
23, 1938.
In 1940, despite the outbreak of World War Two, he was able to travel to Lisbon
and embark there on a Japanese ship to his destination in Trinidad. He taught at
St. Mary's College for seven years.
In 1948 he was transferred to the Zanzibar vicariate. After working some time on
the island of Pemba, he was assigned to Holy Spirit College at Mangu. He taught
there and became its director.
While on leave in Ireland in 1953, he left the Congregation.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Cornelis J. AL 60 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
• September 1, 1922 The Hague
+ September 15, 1982 Demensvaart, U.
He attended the junior seminary at Weert, 1935-41, and made his vows at
Gennep on August 31, 1942. Going on to Gernert for his senior studies, he was
ordained on December 5, 1948 at Bergeijk.
The following year he journeyed to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, where he served
for two decades. We find him listed only as stationed as a teacher at the junior
seminary in Bagamoyo and then in the 1960s as director of the Lumbiji mission
and finally at Kikeo.
Returning to Holland in 1969, he ministered as an assistant in a parish and as a
chaplain until in 1980 he became pastor of a parish. He had great hopes of being
able to do much, but it soon became evident that there was something wrong with
his brain. An operation did little to alleviate his condition. His memory failed and
he became unable to participate in parochial deliberations with the parish staff.
Nonetheless, he could still visit the sick and the old and continued that kind of
ministry with great empathy till the end.
Spinet October 1982
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Fr. Joseph V. OTTO 31 USA TZA
Fr. Stanley I. OTTO 65 USA TZA USA

+ April 10, 1950 Moshi
+September 17, 1987 Pittsburgh

Identical twins, they attended Cornwells together, 1935-41;
pronounced their vows at Ridgefield on August 15, 1942; together
for one year at St. Joseph's House, Philadelphia; they did their
together at Ferndale and together they were ordained there on June

L

together they
they prefected
senior studies
10, 1948.

Still together, they sailed to East Africa in 1949, both having been assigned to the
Vicariate of ilimanjaro. There they were separated, Joseph going to Kilema and
Stanley to Kpbosho.
In late March 1950, Joseph caught the flu, but nonetheless tried to celebrate the
Eucharist on Easter Sunday. Becoming dizzy, he fell backward and struck his
head. He died a few days later in the hospital with Stan standing at his side.
Short though his stay in Kilimanjaro was, he had gained the esteem of the people
by his devotion to their well-being.
O.P. November 1953, 193 ff. SWWW 581
Although Stan took it with great courage, as he himself expressed it, "I am like a
man with one leg only with Joe gone." Something went out of him that nothing or
no one could replace. He continued to work with his usual devotion, but "literally
part of him had died with Joe."
He served successively at Rambo, Kibosho, Kilema and Rambo again till from
1960 on we find him in the new Arusha diocese at Arusha, Usa River and finally at
Oldonyo-Sambu's Junior Seminary.
In 1969 he returned to the U.S.A. After two years in a parish, he was assigned to
residence at the Duquesne community house, first as vocations director and then
as community bursar. He also continued to be very active in raising funds for his
beloved Africa.
Suffering from cancer, he retired to Bethel Park in mid 1987 and died a few
months later in a nursing home.
SWWW appendix USA; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Herman van BARNEVELD 51
* May 27, 1920 Leiden Z.H.

NETHERLANDS TZA
+ October 10, 1971 Leiden

Manus, as he was usually called, attended the junior seminary of Weert, 193641, and made his vows at Gennep on August 31, 1942. In the final year of his
theology studies at Gernert he was ordained there on July 16, 1948.
The following year he could journey to East Africa's Bagamoyo vicariate. We find
him listed there at the junior seminary in Bagamoyo as a teacher for two decades.
And his next appointment was again as a teacher and chaplain to the girls
secondary boarding school at Kirakala, near Morogoro.
His health was weak and prevented him from sharing in the more strenuous
aspects of missionary life, no matter how much he would have loved to do so. But
he used his teaching talents to the fullest and also showed genuine interest in his
students outside the classroom and even long after they had left school.
A man of profound faith and prayer, he was at the same time a delightful confrere.
He loved community life and did everything he could to create a congenial
atmosphere for all.
Spinet 106
576

Fr. Norman F. LORD USA TZA USA
* July 25, 1918 Fall River, MA
He did his junior college studies at Cornwells, 1940-42, made his vows at
Ridgefield on August 15, 1943 and attended Ferndale for his senior studies. He
was ordained there on June 10, 1948.
The following year he journeyed to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He served there
successively at Kibosho, Mashati and Useri.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1956, he did two years of editorial work for the
Paraclete magazine, but the remainder of his active life was spent in pastoral
functions in African-American parishes in New York and Louisiana, in Indian
missions in California, and in other parishes in Pennsylvania, California and
Arizona.
In 1988 he entered the Congregation's retirement home at Hemet, CA. He could
celebrate the golden anniversary of his religious vows there in 1993.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Vincent I. CRONIN 62 USA TZA USA
* September 7, 1920 Philadelphia

+ February 27, 1983 Philadelphia

He completed his junior studies at Cornwells in 1940 and was professed at
Ridgefield on August 15, 1941. Illness interrupted his senior studies at Ferndale for
one year, but he was ordained there on June 6, 1948.
In 1949 he sailed via the southern route to East Africa. He labored there for 16
years in the Kilimanjaro district. After teaching at Singa Chini's St. James Junior
Seminary he served at Mashati till 1956 and then at Arusha. In 1961 we find him at
Mamba. His last assignment in Africa was at Burka.
He built dispensaries and schools, including the first high school for the nomadic
Maasai.
In 1965 he went back to the U.S.A. He did mostly parochial ministry in Spiritan
parishes, especially in Rhode Island, and proved to be an excellent pastor.
From 1979 till 1982 he served as an assistant to the Provincial. His heart,
however, was in pastoral work and he was happy when in the fall of 1982 he could
go to serve in the African-American parish of St. Peter Claver, Philadelphia. He
died there of a heart attack five months later.
His zeal was appreciated by all whose lives he touched. Some of his admirers
were even ready to canonize him.
CSSp Newsletter USA-East, March 1983; SWWW appendix USA
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Fr. Bartholemew LYONS IRELAND TT KEN TZA
* May 5, 1917 Dublin
A Blackrock graduate, 1930-35, he was professed at Kilshane on September 5,
1936. He then earned a B. Sc. degree in 1939 and prefected for four years at St.
Mary's College in Trinidad. After doing his philosophy at Kimmage, he went to
Rome and earned a licentiate in theology in 1949. He was also ordained there on
July 4, 1948.
In 1949 he was assigned to the Vicariate of Zanzibar, which later became the
Archdiocese of Nairobi. He did one year of pastoral ministry at Riruta and then
spent twenty years teaching, at Kilimanbogo, 1950-53, St. Mary's School in Nairobi
for one year, and then 14 years at St. Francis College, 1956-69, in Pugu, Tanzania,
the school that had been started as a first step toward a Catholic university in East
Africa.
Transferred to the Diocese of Mombasa in 1969, he taught for one year at St.
George's Secondary School at Giriama. He then took up pastoral ministry in 1971
at Shimba Hills and two years later at Malindi. There he also built a church in one
of its outlying areas called Gede.
In 1979 he was changed to St. Mary's in Mombasa-Changamwe and rendered
another nine years of pastoral service. He developed the religious sociality of the
Children of Mary there.
After forty years of apostolate in East Africa, he retired in 1989 at Mikindani in the
Mombasa area.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and Nairobi
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Fr. Redmond J. LYONS IRELAND KEN GB IRL
• July 19, 1920 Roonah Point, Westport, Co. Mayo
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane in 1939 and made his vows there on
September 8, 1940. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and earned a B.A. at the
National University of Ireland, while also prefecting at Blackrock till 1943. In the
final year of his theology studies at Kimmage, he was ordained on July 11, 1948 at
Clonliffe.
Assigned to the Zanzibar district in 1949, he taught for seven years at the
intermediary school in Kitui and then for four years at Kabaa's Secondary School.
Saying farewell to academic life in 1966, he did evangelization work at Mwala, a
station in the present Diocese of Machakos, for ten years.
After 21 years in Africa, he took up chaplain duties and teaching in Great Britain
and then in Ireland. From 1989 on we find him doing parish ministry in his home
country.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Br. Benedict (Gerard) MULDER 74 NETHERLANDS TZA NL
• January 20, 1906 Amsterdam
+ December 21, 1980 Heeswijk
He had been active as a lay apostle for many years when at the age of 32 he
entered the Brothers' novitiate at Baarle Nassau. He made his vows there on
October 2, 1940. He served in Holland till 1949.
In that year he could travel to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, which soon was to
become the Diocese of Morogoro. He worked there for nine years, mostly at the
newly opened St. Bede's Middle and Industrial School.at Bigwa.
Returning to Holland in 1958, he was able to maintain his abiding interest in
Africa by working at the mission procure in Halfweg, which took care of all shipping
to the Congregation's missions.
As his health deteriorated, he retired in 197 4, but soon after had to enter a
nursing home. He died there after a long illness.
Rather shy and aloof, he
nonetheless was very grateful for the contact that his family, confreres and friends
continued to maintain with him.
Spinet 1981 /2
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Fr. Edward J. KELLY USA TZA ETH USA
* October 15, 1922 Philadelphia
A Cornwells graduate, 1936-42, he made his vows at Ridgefield on August 15,
1943. He did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was also ordained on March
12, 1949.
In October of the same year he sailed via the southern route to East Africa's
district of Kilimanjaro. After teaching some time at the senior seminary in Kibosho,
he took charge of the Useri station. In 1957 we find him at Arusha and in 1960 he
went to Burka, an annex of Arusha, as director of its school. Three years later, he
was in charge of the Monduli mission.
He then acted as director of the Usa River catechists training center until in 1971
he served for one year on the staff of the Oldonyo Sambu Junior Seminary for the
Arusha diocese.
After 23 years in Tanzania, he was chosen to be the leader of the three-man team
that would prepare the opening of a new mission in Ethiopia in 1972. The other
two were the Frs. Bill Jackson and Everhard Nass. The mission was established in
the southern region of the country among the semi-nomadic Borana.
Illness sent him back to the States in 1975. He continued to be active, mostly in
ministry to African-American parishioners in Michigan, Ohio and from 1989 on in
the vibrant parish at Arlington, VA.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Michael J. DOWNEY IRELAND KEN IRL
* November 18, 1921 Garranboy, Adare, Co. Limerick
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane in 1940, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1941. He did his philosophy at Kimmage, attended the university
and then prefected for one year at Rockwell. In the final year of his theology at
Kimmage, he was ordained on July 11, 1948 in Dublin.
In 1949 he was assigned to the Zanzibar district. We find him listed there working
as an assistant at St. Peter Claver's in Nairobi from 1952 on and at Thika from
1965 on as in charge of that outstation of Kilimanbogo.
After three decades in Kenya he returned to Ireland, taking up hospital
chaplaincies and working in a parish as an assistant.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Joseph T. FULLEN IRELAND TT KEN IRL
* December 8, 1916 Coalisland, Archd. of Armagh
A Blackrock graduate, 1929-35, he was professed on September 5, 1936 at
Kilshane. His senior studies at Kimmage were interrupted by five years of
prefecting at St. Mary's College in Trinidad. On his return he earned a B.A. and in
the last year of his theology studies at Kimmage he was ordained on July 13, 1947
at Clonliffe. He then added a Higher Diploma in Education to his qualifications.
In 1949 he journeyed to Kenya. After being initiated to Africa at Kianguru, he
taught for six years at St. Mary's School in Nairobi.
While on leave in 1957, he was retained in Ireland and assigned to Blackrock.
He taught there for the remainder of his active life. He was still listed on its staff in
1993.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Josef van HENSBERGEN NETHERLANDS NL TZA
* September 29, 1921 Noordwijkerhout Z.H.
He attended the junior seminary at Weert, 1935-41, and made his vowed
commitment to the Congregation on August 31, 1942 at Gennep. In the final year
of his senior studies at Gernert he was ordained there on July 16, 1948.
Assigned to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo in 1949, he served there as an assistant
in Kikeo for one year and then began to teach at the middle school in Bigwa. In
1952 he was transferred to St. Peter's Junior Seminary at Bagamoyo as local
pastor. He served as such for 14 years.
On leave in Holland in 1965, he was retained for two years to teach in the
Congregation's seminary for late vocations at Hattem.
In 1968 he could return to the Diocese of Morogoro. He looked after the orphans
at Bigwa Mgelele, but illness caused him to go back to Holland the following year.
Two years later, he was allowed to go to Africa again. He served there as pastor at
Kigurunyembe, near Morogoro, till 197 4 and then at Kibungu Chini for 14 years.
Toward the end of 1988 he entered a home for the aged in his place of birth.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. John J. WALSH USA TZA USA
* November 4, 1920 Philadelphia
After attending Cornwells, 1936-42, he made his profession on August 15, 1943.
In the final year of his theology studies at Ferndale he was ordained there on June
10, 1948. Meanwhile he had earned two bachelor's degrees.
On October 15, 1949 he sailed for the Kilimanjaro vicariate. After his initiation to
Africa at Umbwe, we find him listed as serving at Kilomeni in 1953, at Kwizu in
1956 and at Mamba in 1961.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1964, he served mainly in African-American parishes in
Louisiana and in Houston, TX. In 1992 he became chaplain to the Texas Southern
University in Houston.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Constantine J. CONAN USA TZA USA
* April 19, 1920 Philadelphia
An orphan, he grew up in St. Joseph's Home, Philadelphia, at nded Cornwells,
1936-42, and made his vows at Ridgefield on August 15, 19jq_ , During the final
year of his theology studies at Ferndale he was ordained there on June 10, 1941J ·
In October of the following year he sailed via the southern route to East Africa. He
was to work there for nearly four decades in the Kilimanjaro district.
Initiated to Africa at Kilomeni in the Pare mountains, he joined the staff of the
Singa Chini St. Patrick's Teachers Training College in 1951'-;,. Except for a sick
leave, 1961-6 he
taught there till this school closed in 1968. In that year he
became an as tant in the Umbwe parish for one year and then ministered for four
years at Mand ka in the Diocese of Moshi. After a one year teaching appointment
at the Apostles of Jesus junior seminary in the Moshi diocese, he worked at the Mto
Wa Mbu parish in the Diocese of Arusha for three years.
From 1981 on he served for two years each in the Ngaretoni parish, he Usa RiverKikaktiti parish and finally in the Mwanga parish.
He returned to the U.S.A. in 1988, but his heart remained in Africa. He continued
his ministry in parishes confided to the Congregation in Michigan till in 1991 he
entered the Congregation's retirement home in Florida.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Francis G. COMERFORD IRELAND KEN AUS
* April 23, 1920 Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny
He made his vows at Kilshane on September 8, 1939. After doing his philosophy
at Kimmage, he prefected for one year at Rockwell and earned a M.A. at the
university in 1946. He then began his theology at Kimmage and was ordained on
July 10, 1949. For his final year of theology he went to Rome.
Assigned to the Zanzibar vicariate in 1950, he was initiated to Africa at Mombasa
and nearby Makupa. In 1952 he went to Mangu to teach at Holy Spirit College.
Three years later, we find him at the seminary in Kiserian and then from 1967 on at
Kilimanbogo's Teachers Training College.
Meanwhile he had also become editor of The Catholic Mirror. For one year he
also served at the apostolic nunciature in Nairobi. Thereafter we find him in charge
of the Thika mission. He worked there for many years.
After four decades in Africa he took a sabbatical in 1991 and then went to
Australia, where his fellow Spiritans had been working for many years.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Liam FITZHARRIS 63 IRELAND
* January 14, 1921 Dublin

IRL KEN USA

+ June 1, 1984 Dublin

He attended Rockwell, 1937-40 and was professed at Kilshane on September 8,
1941. He prefected while earning a B.A. in philosophy. In his last year of theology
at Kimmage, he was ordained on July 10, 1949 at Dublin.
The following year he travelled to Kenya, where he began his work at Giriama.
Around 1960 we find him as pastor at Mbitini. He built a new church and rectory
there and established flourishing outstations. Later he went to Kabaa, where he
added a Higher Certificate section to its schools, so that the students would qualify
for entering universities.
Transferred to Tala, he doubled the size of its schools and developed the schools
in its outstations.
After 22 years in Africa, he went in 1972 to California and did ten years of parish
ministry. While on sick leave in Ireland, he became the victim of a hit and run
accident and died there.
IBN June 1
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Fr. Patrick A. HANNAN 72 IRELAND KEN USA IRL
+ September 26, 1993 Dublin
* August 25, 1921 Limerick
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he was professed on
September 8, 1941. After doing his philosophy at Kimmage and earning a B.A. at
the university, he prefected for two years at Blackrock. In the final year of his
theology studies at Kimmage he was ordained on July 10, 1949 at Clonliffe.
Meanwhile he had also earned a Higher Diploma in Education.
In 1950 he journeyed to the Zanzibar district. He worked there for 19 years at
Eastleigh, Nairobi, first as headmaster of its secondary school and from 1956 on
also as pastor of the St. Theresa parish.
In 1969 he returned to Ireland. From there he went to the U.S.A., serving as
hospital chaplain and in parish ministry for 18 years. In 1989 he returned to Ireland
and took up residence at Kimmage. He died four years later in a hospital.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Jan MIEDEMA 52 NETHERLANDS TZA
* October 22, 1921 Albergen, 0.

+ June 17, 197 4 Mandera

He attended Weert, 1935-41, and made his vows on September 1, 1942 at
Gennep. During the final year of his theological studies at Gernert he was ordained
there on July 17, 1949.
Assigned in 1950 to the Bagamoyo vicariate, he began his missionary work at the
junior seminary of Bagamoyo, but was happy when a few years later he could go to
the remote mountain mission of Singiza. He loved it there and spared no trouble to
go on foot to all the outlying villages and schools.
In the mid-1960s he was transferred to Lugoba. He found himself there in a semiarid level region, where a safari did not necessarily mean travelling on foot. Again,
he crossed and recrossed all of the territory of that mission. The Lugoba outstation
at Chalinze received in him its first resident priest in 1967. He built its church
rectory, school and clinics, but most of all he tried to build up a truly Christian
community.
While en route to make a retreat, he died suddenly at Mandera. He was buried at
Chalinze amid the Africans he loved and who loved this zealous and dedicated
priest.
Spinet 139
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Fr. Patrick M. O'SHEA 51 IRELAND KEN
* December 15, 1920 Kildimo, Limerick

+ August 15, 1972 Tala, Kenya

He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he was professed on
September 8, 1940. After earning a B.Sc. in 1943, he began his senior seminary
studies at Kimmage, but finished his theology in Rome at the Gregorian University.
He was ordained there on June 26, 1949.
In the fall of the following year he went to the Vicariate of Zanzibar, soon to be
promoted to the Archdiocese of Nairobi. He served there consecutively at Nairobi's
St. Mary's School, at the High School in Kabaa, where in due course he became
its principal, and in the late 1960s at the High School of Tala.
He was suffering from what he called indigestion, but on the feast of the
Assumption in 1972 he preached at his two Masses. That evening he went for his
usual stroll. He was found dead of a heart attack half an hour later.
A simple priest and a hard worker, he was greatly loved by the people. Some
5,000 of them came to his funeral and, at their request, he was buried in their midst.
IBN August 15
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Fr. Liam M. O'SULLIVAN IRELAND TZA SL IRL
* June 22, 1922 Limerick
Lt

He entered the Congregation in 194 at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
October 7, 1945. He did his philosophy at Kimm age and studied also at the
university, earning a M.Sc. in mathematics with first class honors. Going on to the
University of Fribourg, Switzerland, he earned his S.T.L. magna cum laude in
1950.
In the same year he journeyed to East Africa to teach mathematics at St. Francis
College in Pugu, near Dar-es-Salaam. He held this position for twelve years.
After spending one year in postgraduate studies at the University of Oxford, he
went in 1963 to Sierra Leone ·as lecturer in mathematics at the Foura Bay College
of the University of Sierra Leone. At the same time, he also functioned as chaplain
to its students. He remained there for more than two decades.

1

Returning to Ireland in 1986, he became chaplain to the Royal college of
Surgeons.
Arch. CSSp Dublin

498
593

Fr. Huub van BEEK NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* January 26, 1921 Eindhoven
He entered the Congregation at Gennep in 1942 and made his vows there on
September 1, 1943. He did his senior studies at Gernert, where he was ordained
on September 18, 1949.
The following year he journeyed to the Bagamoyo vicariate. He labored there as
a missionary for 20 years. We find him stationed at Mvomero in 1952 and teaching
at Morogoro's Teachers Training College in 1968, but he served in between these
two at various other locations.
Returning to Holland in 1970, he did parochial ministry as an assistant and then
as pastor. In 1978 he became a hospital chaplain.
Officially retired in 1985, he continued his ministry as an assistant until in 1988 he
did really enter his retirement phase.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Adriaan HERTZIG NETHERLANDS TZA NL MTQ
* May 6, 1923 Rips, N.B.
He entered the Congregation at Gennep in 1946 and made his vowed
commitment there on March 2, 1948. Toward the end of his senior studies at
Gernert, he was ordained on December 23, 1950 at 's Hertogenbosch.
Assigned to the Vicariate of Bagamoyo, he had hardly had the time to get used to
Africa when the climate proved unsuitable for him.
Returning to Holland in 1955, he did some pastoral ministry and taught at the
Baarle Nassau Brothers' novitiate.
In 1964 he tried again to serve in the tropics, at Martinique, but one year later he
had to return to Holland. He still rendered some service as an assistant for four
years and then in 1970 went into retirement at Gernert.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. George A. CROCENZI USA TZA UGN USA
* May 15, 1922 Monongahela, PA

BWI

After two years of studies at Duquesne University he spent a few months at
Cornwells before entering the Ridgefield novitiate. He made his vows there on July
16, 1944 and did his senior studies at Ferndale. He was also ordained there on
June 3, 1949. Meanwhile he had earned two bachelor's degrees.
In 1950 he was assigned to the Kilimanjaro district. He served there in what was
to become soon the Diocese of Moshi at Umbwe's Secondary School for one year
and at the Kilomeni mission for another year. From 1952 to 1956 he was attached
to Kilema, and then he returned to Umbwe as director of that station. After three
years in Moshi, he served for four years in the new Arusha diocese.
In 1966 he became principal superior of the Spiritans serving in Kilimanjaro, a
function he retained for two three-year terms. As such, he gave wholehearted
support to the idea of starting a foundation in East Africa that would develop into a
full-fledged province of the Congregation. It began in 1970 when four young men
took up their senior studies. Two years later 15 candidates were doing the same.
In 1967 he went to reside at Burka as director of that station. Two years later he
was in Usa River, where the foundations were laid for the first house of that future
province.
In 1976 he was stationed at Arusha and in 1980 at Mto Wa Mbu as pastor of that
parish.
In 1983 his field of labor became the Mulago parish in the Archdiocese of
Kampala, Uganda.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1988 after 38 years of service in East Africa, he became
director of the St. Peter Claver Faith Community in Philadelphia.
In 1993 he took up the challenge of serving the Catholic Mission in the tiny
islands of Grand Turk, Turks and Caicos Islands in the Caribbean Sea.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Bp. Dennis Vincent DURNING
* May 18, 1923 Philadelphia

USA TZA

A Cornwells graduate, 1937-43, he made his vows at Ridgefield on July 16, 1944.
He did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was ordained a priest on May 28,
1950. Meanwhile he had also earned two bachelor's degrees.
Assigned to the Kilimanjaro district in 1950, he served there as an assistant at
Mashati until in 1953 we find him in charge of the parish at Arusha. From there he
moved back to Mashati. In 1957 he became pastor at Loliondo. There he
undertook first evangelization work among the Maasai.
When in 1963 the Holy See carved 27,000 square miles from the Diocese of
Moshi to create the new Arusha diocese, he was named its first bishop. He was
ordained at Philadelphia on May 28, 1963.
He was to govern the diocese for 26 years. There were only 8,000 Catholics
when he was appointed. There were 47,000 when he resigned in 1989 in a total
population of about 600,000. If one considers that much of the work to be done in
that diocese is concerned with still nomadic Maasai, that increase, small as it
appears in comparison with the massive influx of people into the Church in other
areas, is significant. The Maasai had always resisted evangelization, but in recent
years became more receptive.
He introduced no less than seven other religious orders or congregations of men
and six of women to the Arusha diocese to undertake and staff apostolic works,
schools, hospitals and a variety of other religious works.
The new diocese had only five parishes when he became its bishop in 1963;
there were 24 with over 100 outstations when he resigned. And 22 diocesan
priests indicate that the diocese was well on the way toward eventually becoming
self-sufficient.
After he resigned as bishop in 1989, he did one year of Missionary Cooperative
Collections in the U.S.A. for the Arusha diocese. In 1991 he went to the Mbulu
diocese and settled at Bashay-Karatu as pastor. Formerly an outstation of Karatu,
Sashay became a new parish with Bp. Durning as its first pastor.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Louis F. DOLAN USA TZA USA
* December 22, 1923 Philadelphia
A Cornwells graduate, 1939-43, he made his vows at Ridgefield on July 14, 1944
and then made his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was ordained on February
17, 1950. Meanwhile he had also earned two bachelor's degrees. Later he would
earn a M.A. ·and a Ph.D. in education.
In the fall of 1950 he travelled to the Kilimanjaro district. He remained there for a
dozen years, mostly in educational positions. After serving as an educational
assistant secretary, he taught at Holy Spirit Secondary School in Umbwe until in
1955 he joined the staff of St. Patrick's Teachers Training College in Singa Chini.
The following year he went to Mandaki as director of that station for one year and
then became rector of St. James Junior Seminary at Kilema Chini till 1963.
Returning to the U.S.A. he taught at Ann Arbor's Junior Seminary and then in
'1969 joined the Duquesne University faculty in its school of education. He
remained there for twenty years and authored several books on education. We
may mention Transition from Colonialism to Self-reliance i □Tanzania□Education
Retiring from Duquesne in 1990, he became pastor in Tiverton, RI.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Edward W. TIERNAN IRELAND KEN
* April 3, 1922 Naul, Co. Dublin
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1942. After doing philosophy at Kimmage and earning a B.A. at the
university, he prefected for one year at Rathmines. In the final year of theology at
Kimmage, he was ordained on July 12, 1949 at Clonliffe.
Assigned to the Zanzibar district in 1950, he served in the area that was to
become the Diocese of Machakos. He taught at Kilungu's Secondary School till
1954 and then became headmaster of the Kiteta Teachers Training College. There
he was also in charge of the local mission, and from 1968 on he devoted himself
mostly to its development.
In 1974 he moved to Machakos and became full-time procurator of the diocese,
having functioned already for some time as an assistant procurator from Kiteta. At
the same time he also served as vicar general of the bishop. The latest directory of
the diocese for 1991-93 still lists him as vicar general.
Arch. CSSp Dublin

502
599

Fr. Joseph J. BABU TANZANIA TZA
* August 19, 1917 Uru, Tza
Educated at Singa Chini's Teachers Training College and at St. James Junior
Seminary, he did his senior seminary studies at Kibosho. He was ordained there
on March 1, 1947, as a priest of the vicariate.
After serving for 18 months at Kibosho, he joined the Congregation and made his
vows at Ridgefield, U.S.A., on September 29, 1950.
Returning to the Kilimanjaro vicariate he did missionary and pastoral work as an
assistant at Kibosho and a few years later became its pastor. In 1968 he was
transferred to Kirua-Vunjo.
In 1971 he was attached to Usa River, where a novitiate was being established
for African candidates of the Congregation. Three years later he opened a new
parish at Ngarenarok, near Arusha. He built its church and developed the fastgrowing parish, enriching it with a secondary school and a vocational school.
While retaining his pastoral duties, he also functioned as bursar of the East
African Foundation, which in 1989 assumed the status of an autonomous Spiritan
province. In 1993 we find him listed in charge of the Ting'ang'a parish.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. John E. NADER USA TZA USA
* August 6, 1924 Detroit
Of Syrian descent, he entered Cornwells in 1938 and made his vows at
Ridgefield on July 16, 1944. In the final year of his theology at Ferndale he was
ordained there on September 17, 1949. Meanwhile he had also earned two
bachelor's degrees.
In 1950 he was assigned to the Kilimanjaro district. We find him listed as
teaching at St. Patrick's Teachers Training College in Singa Chini and in 1956 at
Umbwe's Holy Spirit Secondary School.
In 1957 he returned to the U.S.A. He served as assistant in St. Mary's, Detroit for
ten years and then became its pastor. He held this position for twenty-three years.
Arch. CSSp USA

503
601

Fr. Edward (or Eamonn) McSWEENEY IRELAND KEN IRL
, * April 1, 1923 Cappoquinn, Co. Waterford
A Rockwell graduate, 1939-42, he made his vows at Kilshane on September 27,
1943. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and prefected for two years at Rockwell.
During the final year of his theology in Kimmage he was ordained on July 16, 1950
in Dublin.
In 1951 he journeyed to the Kenya district. His first appointment sent him to
Lushangoni. This mission in the Taitia Hills, 5,500 feet above sea level, had been
opened only in 1950, but it had become a very busy place, having a boarding
school for boys, half a dozen primary schools and numerous outstations. He taught
there in English while learning Swahili, but once able to speak the language he
devoted half his time to safaris to the outstations and their schools. Many new
schools were added, a new church was built at Lushangoni and another one at
Mwanda. The people themselves of course did most of the physical labor of
building everything.
After a sick leave in 1957, he served at Makupa, near Mombasa, teaching and
preaching and visiting outlying areas. An accident requiring surgery that could not
be done in Africa sent him back to Ireland in 1960. On his return one year later, he
did pastoral work at the Holy Spirit Cathedral in Mombasa for three years.
In 1965 he became the founder of a new mission at Kilifi, near Malindi. It meant
building a church and establishing small Christian communities and centers for
celebrating the Eucharists, as well as helping the government establish numerous
primary schools. (Denominational schools were no longer the vogue now, but
religion classes could be taught in government schools.)
In 1978 he became pastor of the Mariakani parish, but four years later he had to
return to Ireland for a brain tumor operation. He then served two more years at
Mariakani.
In 1985 he was named pastor of the Shanzu mission, where he had also to
assume chaplain duties to the 1,700 prisoners of all ages in nearby jails.
Illness drove him back to Ireland in 1991, but his heart remained in Africa.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Hugh REDMOND 41 IRELAND KEN TZA
* May 18, 1921 Dublin

+ March 9, 1963 at sea

A Rockwell graduate, he made his vows on September 8, 1945 at Kilshane, did
his senior studies at Kimmage and was ordained on July 16, 1950 at Clonliffe.
In 1951 he travelled to the Vicariate of Zanzibar, soon to be renamed the
Archdiocese of Nairobi. He served there inter alia at Nairobi and in Mombasa,
which became a new diocese a few years later.
He is best remembered, however, for his work on the island of Zanzibar, where
he became a beloved figure in the leper hospital and also taught at the Goan
secondary school.
His final appointment was to Mariakani in the Mombasa diocese. It was a
predominantly Mohamedan area with less than 200 Catholics in a population of
130,000. He established adult catechumenates and several schools there.
Going on leave on March 5, 1963 from Mombasa, he developed malaria and,
despite medical attention, died a few days later at sea. His mortal remains were
interred at the Catholic cemetery in Suez.
IBN March 9
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Fr. Jan van BEEK NETHERLANDS TZA
* November 20, 1924 Kwintsheul
A graduate of Weert, 1937-43, he made his profession at Gennep on September
2, 1944. In the last year of his senior studies at Gernert he was ordained there on
July 16, 1950.
Assigned to the Bagamoyo vicariate in 1951, he taught there at the Teachers
Training College in Morogoro.
In 1968 he left the Congregation.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Patrick A. SHERIDAN IRELAND KEN IRL
* December 11, 1920 Corrick, Moyne, Co. Longford
A Rockwell graduate, 1936-40, he was professed on September 8, 1941 at
Kilshane. He did his philosophy at Kimmage, earned a B.A., and prefected for two
years at Rockwell. In the final year of his theology at Kimmage, he was ordained
on July 10, 1949 at Clonliffe.
In 1951 he went to the Kenya district, where he was initiated to Africa at Kanzalo,
near Thika. Six years later, he went to teach at Kilimanbogo's Teachers Training
College.
After a tour of duty at Limuru in 1967, he became headmaster of the secondary
schools in Nairobi's St. Theresa parish. In 1970 he was stationed at Karinga and
in 1980 we find him listed as pastor at Limuru.
Returning to Ireland after three decades of service in Kenya, he continued to
engage in pastoral ministry. In 1988 we find him in residence at Kimmage Mission
House.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Corde VOS NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* January 18, 1923 Boxtel, N.B.
He entered the Congregation in 1944 at Gernert and made his vows on
September 3, 1947 at Gennep. He did his senior studies in Gernert, where he was
also ordained on July 16, 1950.
The following year he journeyed to the Bagamoyo vicariate. He served there for
22 years. We find him listed as an assistant at Kilosa in 1961. Later he became
pastor of the Kimamba parish.
Returning to Holland in 1972, he engaged in pastoral ministry in various places
until he went into retirement in 1986 at Weert.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Thomas McDONNELL IRELAND KEN IRL
* October 31, 1922 Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny
He attended Rockwell, 1936-41, and was professed on September 8, 1942 at
Kilshane. He did his philosophy at Kimmage, earned a B.A. and prefected at
Rockwell for one year. In the final year of his theology studies at Kimmage he was
ordained on July 16, 1950 at Clonliffe.
In 1951 he was assigned to the Zanzibar vicariate. After teaching for four years at
Kilimanbogo's Teachers Training School, he taught for two years at a similar
school in Kitita.
Suffering from tuberculosis, he spent one year at the sanatorium in Montana,
Switzerland, in 1958.
On his return to Kenya in 1959, he took up teaching at the secondary school in
Githingiri. A final teaching assignment took him to Nairobi's Junior Seminary in
Kiserian in 1965. Six years later we find him doing parish ministry in Ireland, but in
1975 he returned to Kenya and did pastoral duties at Machakos for three years.
Thereafter he engaged in parish and chaplain ministry in Ireland.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Nico KOMEN NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* August 11, 1920 Hem, N.H.
He entered the Congregation at Gennep in 1943 and made his vows there on
September 2, 1944. At once, he had to flee because the area became part of the
World War Two Allied offensive around Arnhem. In 1945 he could begin his senior
studies at Gernert, where he was ordained on July 16, 1950.
The following year he journeyed to the Bagamoyo vicariate. Introduced to Africa
at Matombo, he began his work of evangelization in 1952 at Ngerengere. After
teaching for two years at the junior seminary in Bagamoyo, he went to Vidunda in
1955.
Unfortunately, a liver ailment soon forced him to return to Holland. One year later,
he could take on pastoral ministry in various parishes. In 1984 increasing
infirmities forced him into retirement.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Br. Raymundus (Adriaan) TOLBOOM 75 NETHERLANDS NL TZA
+ May 11, 1993 Mgolele, Tza
* August 11, 1917 Meye-Zegveld, Z. H.
The eldest of 13 children, he postponed his desire to become a missionary in
order to help his parents raise their offspring. He was a shoemaker by trade when
he joined the Congregation in 1938 and made his vows at Baarle Nassau on May
21, 1941. For ten years he continued to work in Holland.
In 1951 he could journey to East Africa to work in the Bagamoyo vicariate, just
before it was to become the Diocese of Morogoro. He would work there for 42
years.
He taught his trade in the vocational school at Bigwa before being assigned to
the Teachers Training College in Kinguruyembe. He did some construction work
there, but that was not exactly what he had been trained for and he never became
a professional in it.
In 1968 he was assigned to the motherhouse of the African sisters of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary at Mgolele. There he took care of the whole material setup from electricity to water supply. The sisters loved him and affectionally called
him our Kaka (Brother).
As he got older, he tried to teach the Sisters how to operate the facilities at their
convent, thereby preparing them for the time when he would no longer be able to
do things himself.
He spent his declining years there, happy in their care. He died of malaria just
when he was planning to make a last visit to his family and friends who had
vigorously supported him throughout his years in Africa.
Spinet 48/6 and 7
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Fr. H. Eugene HILLMAN USA TZA KEN USA
* November 2, 1924 Boston, MA
He attended Cornwells, 1942-44, and was professed at Ridgefield on August 15,
1945. In the final year of his theology at Ferndale he was ordained there on
September 15, 1950. Meanwhile he had earned two bachelor's degrees. In later
years he would add a M.A. in theology and a Ph.D in ethics to his intellectual
formation.
In the fall of 1951 he sailed via Europe to East Africa to work in the Kilimanjaro
district. After teaching for one year at the senior seminary in Kibosho, he did
evangelization work for 17 years in what became the dioceses of Moshi and
Arusha.
We may mention specifically the trailblazing work he did among the Maasai at
Monduli. Fiercely independent, these warlike nomads had always resisted any
efforts to evangelize hem. Thus, it was no surprise to him that they were not
interested in his religious message and did not want to send any children to the
little school he had built. Gradually, however, by adapting himself to the Maasai,
becoming a fellow Maasai, he gained their confidence and became their friend,
counselor and medical adviser. Finally, their chief decided that he was more than
a friend and in a solemn ceremony made him officially a Maasai and his blood
brother. Eight years after his arrival, at last, the Maasai let their children go to his
little school. In an inculturated form, the evangelization of the Maasai could begin.
In 1968-69 he played an active role in the first post-conciliar general chapter of
the Congregation. Returning to the U.S.A., he did postgraduate studies in New
York and Ottawa and then became research director of CARA (Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate) for six months.
After being director for Africa in the Christian Children's fund, he served for four
years as guest professor in various places, including Maryknoll and the Yale
University Divinity School.
In 1977 he became professor at Salve Regina College, Newport, RI, and two
years later returned to Africa to do funded socio-cultural and theological research
relative to missionary activity and to the apostolate among nomads.
Returning to Salve Regina College in 1983, he also taught Social Ethics to
officers at the U.S.A. Naval War College, Newport, R.I.
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Since then he has gone back a few times to Kenya in a teaching capacity and
doing more research, while also performing pastoral ministry.
Among his many thought-provoking publications we may mention The Church as
Mjssjon, 1965 Polygamy Reconsidered, 1968 and Toward and African Christjanjty.
1993. A sign of the importance of his writings is that they have become topics o f
Ph.D. dissertations.
Arch. CSSp USA
610

Fr. Edward MARLEY IRELAND TZA USA
* April 10, 1917 Derry City
He attended Cornwells, 1932-38, and made his vows at Ridgefield on September
27, 1940. He did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was also ordained on
March 8, 1945 and earned two bachelor's degrees.
After five years of pastoral ministry in the U.S.A., he journeyed to East Africa in
1951. He served there in what was soon to become the Diocese of Moshi for five
years. We find him listed in Kilema and from 1953 on in Narumu.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1956, he served in African-American parishes in
Louisiana till 1972. He then assumed a chaplaincy in a Veterans hospital for eight
years. Thereafter, he could still do some ministry in Texas and Arizona.
In 1990 he retired and went to reside in the rectory of the Holy Spirit Church in
New Orleans.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Joseph L. KELLY USA TZA KEN
* September 16, 1924 Philadelphia
After beginning his undergraduate studies at St. Francis College, Brooklyn, he
continued them at Cornwells till 1944. He made his vows at Ridgefield on August
15, 1945 and then did his senior studies at Ferndale. He was ordained there on
September 15, 1950. Meanwhile he had also earned two bachelor's degrees.
The following year he sailed for East Africa, where he was initiated to the
continent at Uru in the Kilimanjaro vicariate. One year later he went to Kilomeni,
where he built its Middle School.
In 1952 he became a member of the teaching staff at the Teachers Training
College in Singa Chini. Two years later, he acted as pastor at Mbosho. During his
six years there he did some more building and then went to Mavella. He helped Fr.
Noppinger build the Umbwe church and fulfilled Abp. Le Roy's dream of offering
Mass on the summit of Kilimanjaro.
From 1967 to 1973 he was at Sambarai as pastor and chaplain to the Assumpta
Secondary School while also serving as vice-chancellor for the Diocese of Moshi.
During all those years he had also been active as a correspondent for the Fides
news agency, as well as being editor of the diocesan newspaper JIMBONI. This
activity stood him in good stead when in 1973 he was called upon to start and be
editor of the AMECEA Documentary Service. Headquartered in Nairobi, AMECEA
is the association of episcopal conferences in East Africa and covers seven
countries from Ethiopia to Zambia. Its documentary service issues a stream of indepth reports on pastoral initiatives and their background. For eleven years he
remained its editor and organizer. He helped build its headquarters, gave
numerous workshops and trained a Ugandan priest to become his successor. He
also edited the Apostolate to the Nomads, made radio programs and wrote many
articles.
In 1985 he went to Usa River parish in the Arusha diocese as its pastor and, at
the same time, editor of the diocesan newspaper. In 1991 he was transferred to the
Sinon mission.
Two years later, in May 1993 he moved back to Nairobi, having been appointed
development director for the Catholic University of Eastern Africa.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Richard J. LECLAIR USA TZA
* April 21, 1926 Mo onset, MA
\..:...;...,-

He did his junior college at Cornwells, 1943-45, and was professed on August
15, 1946 at Ridgefield. During the final year of his theological studies at Ferndale
he was ordained there on June 8, 1951. He also earned two bachelor's degrees
there.
In 1952 he sailed for the Kilimanjaro vicariate, soon to be renamed Diocese of
Moshi. Initiated to Africa at Kibosho and Arusha, he became an assistant at Uru in
late 1953. Three years later, he was placed in charge of the Mashati parish. After
a brief stay at Kwiza in 1960, he became ill and was transferred to Mawella as its
director. He remained there for five years.
Kishimundu saw him for half a year and then the bishop asked him to open a new
parish at Kirima-Boro. Everything had, of course, to be built from the ground up. He
spent eight years there.
In 1975 he went to the Diocese of Arusha to develop a new parish at Usa River,
which involved more construction work. Seven years later, he began another
parish at Nambala, building a rectory there.
In 1987 he became the building pastor of another parish at Njiro Hill. Going back
to Nambala in 1993, he began to build a new church at Poli Singizi.
In all, he put up some five churches, several schools, rectories, health centers,
etc. for a total of about 20 buildings.
He was also instrumental in beginning credit unions in the northern sector of
Tanzania, which enabled the people to build low-cost dwellings for themselves. In
addition, he acted as procurator of the district for about six years.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. John F. HORGAN 64 IRELAND IRL KEN NGA CAN
+ May 1, 1979 Dublin
* August 6, 1915 Dublin
A Rockwell graduate of exceptional ability, he made his vows in 1934, earned
first class honors B.A. in classics and M.A. in philosophy at the University College
of Dublin, prefected at Blackrock and then finished his theology at Kimmage. He
was ordained there on June 16, 1944.
Next, he pursued a M.A. in history at Cambridge and a Higher Diploma in
Education in Dublin, while already teaching at Blackrock. i h e also served as dean
of studies there.
In 1952 he was assigned to Kenya, where he taught at St. Mary's College,
Nairobi and was the school's principal for four years.
After functioning as director of philosophy students at Kimmage till 1963, he
taught for three years at Bigard Memorial Seminary in Enugu, Nigeria, which is
reportedly the largest or second largest seminary in the world.
In 1966 he became principal of Templeogue College in Dublin. Seven years
later, we find him in Canada taking a Master's degree in pastoral studies. Going
back to Kenya in 1975, he became seriously ill and had to return to Ireland, facing
heart surgery. He died there of heart failure.
He was totally dedicated to whatever task had been assigned to him. On the
other hand, his cold temperament and austere approach was a handicap to his
efforts to bring out the best in people.
IBN May 1
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Fr. HarryWINTRACKEN NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* March 29, 1924 Valkenburg L.
A graduate of Weert, 1937-44, he made his vows at Gennep on September 22,
1951. He did his senior studies at Gernert, where he was also ordained on July 22,
1951.
The following year he journeyed to the Diocese of Morogoro. He worked there at
Mg eta till 1954 and then at Si ngisa till 1963.
Going back to Holland, he served as bursar at Gernert until he left the
Congregation in 1969.
Arch. CSSp Gernert

513
615

Br. Laurentius (Constantinus) GEVERS NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* January 8, 1920 Reusel N.B.
He entered the Congregation at Baarle Nassau in 1938, made his vows there on
March 27, 1940, and perfected himself in the tailoring trade. He was in Gennep in
the war year, 1944, when the entire population of the area was evacuated to the
north during the Allied offensive against the Nazi armies. In 1945 he could return
to Baarle Nassau.
Assigned to the Bagamoyo vicariate in 1952, he served there at Bigwa, practicing
his trade and teaching it to young Africans.
Going back to Holland in 1957, he kept busy at his trade in Baarle Nassau, but
also learned nursing. It was as a nurse that in 1965 he went to the retirement home
at Gennep.
In 1979 he became ill himself and the following year he went into retirement.
celebrated the golden jubilee of his religious profession in 1990.

He

Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Gerard NAGEL NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* November 26, 1922 Amsterdam
He entered the Congregation at Gennep in 1942 and made his vows there on
September 1, 1943. In his last year of theology at Gernert he was ordained there
on July 17, 1949. After one year of service in Holland, he could travel to Africa in
1952.
He worked there for 20 years in the diocese of Morogoro. Lugoba and Maskati
are among the places where he exercised his ministry, as an assistant or as pastor
respectively.
Returning to Holland in 1972, he continued to do pastoral work in various places
until in 1989 he became superior of. the community in Gernert.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Raymond CASEY USA TZA USA
* August 3, 1920 Manchester, NH
He did his junior college at Cornwells, 1942-44, and made his vows at Ridgefield
on August 15, 1945. In the final year of his theology at Ferndale, he earned two
bachelor's degrees and was ordained there on March 10, 1951.
Early in 1952 he sailed for the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. He served there for five
years as a teacher at St. James Junior Seminary in Kilema Chini.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1957, he served in various capacities as a teacher,
editor of the Paraclete magazine, assistant or pastor of some parishes and as a
hospital chaplain.
In 1990 he became superior of the Sarasota retirement facility.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Alexander McCARTHY 54 IRELAND IRL KEN
• September 14, 1920 Kilmurry, Feenagh,
Co. Limerick

+ November 19, 1974 Kenya

He had finished his philosophical studies at the University College of Dublin
before he entered the Congregation. Professed at Kilshane on October 5, 1944, he
began his senior studies at Kimmage and then prefected for one year at Blackrock.
As he was found to have tuberculosis, he was sent to Switzerland to finish his
studies while also receiving medical care at the Montana sanatorium. He was
ordained there in Sion on June 17, 1951.
Going to Kenya in 1952 he served there in what was then on the verge of
becoming the Archdiocese of Nairobi at Riruta and from the mid-1960s on at
Miguta as its pastor. It was a busy place with some 3,000 Catholics and over 1,000
catechumens, as well as 2,000 children in its schools, plus a maternity hospital, run
by Irish Sisters.
His health remained precarious, but when he died he had spent 22 years at the
service of the young church in Kenya. He was buried in the community cemetery at
St. Austin's, Nairobi.
IBN November 19
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Fr. William A. JENKINSON IRELAND KEN IRL IT
* June 25, 1923 Lusk, Co. Dublin
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane in 1943 and made his vows on
September 8, 1944. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and earned a B.A. While
prefecting for two years at Rathmines, he also earned a Higher Diploma in
Education. Sent to the University of Fribourg, SW, in 1948, he had to interrupt his
theological studies for half a year to go to the tuberculosis sanatorium in Montana.
Nonetheless, he earned his B.D. magna cum laude. On March 29, 1952 he was
ordained in Fribourg. In later years he would also earn a Diploma in Tropical
Education in London and a M.A. at Berkeley, California.
In 1952 he journeyed to Kenya. He worked there for 14 years doing pastoral
ministry and functioning as educational secretary in the Mombasa diocese.
Recalled to Irel and in 1966, he became director of the theology students at
Kimmage until in 1970 he was chosen to be the executive secretary of the Irish
Missionary Union. Three years later he became provincial superior of the Spiritans
in Ireland for a three-year period.
After a sabbatical leave in the U.S.A., he became in 1980 executive secretary of
SEDOS, the information and documentation service sponsored by many religious
and/or missionary institutes, in Rome. In 1992 he was appointed local superior of
the Spiritan generalate community.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Constantine CHRONIS USA TZA KEN
* March 19, 1925 Detroit
He attended Cornwells, 1941-45, and made his vows at Ridgefield on August 15,
1946. While in the last year of his senior studies at Ferndale, he was ordained
there on June 8, 1951.
The following year he came to East Africa to serve in what was then on the verge
of becoming the Diocese of Moshi. He taught at St. Patrick's Teachers Training
College in Singa Chini until by 1956 he went to Kilema. Around 1960 he received
a special assignment to serve as secretary to the apostolic delegate in Nairobi.
From 1962 to 1966 he held the position of district superior of the Spiritans working
in the Kilimanjaro area.
He left the Congregation in June 1967.
SWWW891
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Fr. Jacques ELBERS NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* December 18, 1923 Nijmegen, G.
He entered the Congregation at Gennep in 1943 and made his vows there on
September 2, 1944. In the final year of his theology at Gernert, he was ordained
there on July 22, 1951.
In December of the following year he arrived in the Bagamoyo vicariate, then on
the verge of becoming the Diocese of Morogoro. He served as an assistant at
Matombo, Morogoro and Lugoba before becoming pastor at Mhonda in 1960. After
two more years as an assistant at llonga and Mgeta, he served briefly as pastor at
Mlali and as an assistant at Matombo.
In 1964 he took charge of the Mtombozi parish. His nine year pastorate of this
parish brought his 20 years of ministry in the Morogoro diocese to its conclusion.
Returning to Holland in 1973, he continued his ministry as a parish assistant for
six years and then became pastor again in another parish. By 1993 he had held
this position for 14 years.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Charles H. McBRIDE IRELAND KEN USA
* November 15, 1923 Newtonstewart, Co. Tyrone
He had earned a B.Sc. in electrical engineering in Belfast and worked for one
year in England, when he joined the Congregation in 1945 in Kilshane. After
making his vows there on September 4, 1946, he did his senior studies at
Kimmage and was ordained on July 15, 1951 in Dublin.
Assigned to Kenya in 1952, he did missionary and educational work for 23 years,
notably at Kabaa's secondary school and in Nairobi's St. Mary's School.
After a sabbatical year, spent in San Francisco, CA, to study the art of
counselling, he returned to Kenya doing pastoral duties. In 1979 he became
chancellor of Cardinal Michael Otunga, Archbishop of Nairobi, and went to reside
with him.
In 1982 he went to the U.S.A. and did pastoral ministry in Florida until he retired
eight years later in the Kimmage community.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Br. Francis (William G.) SULLIVAN USA TZA
* July 15, 1918 Staten Island, New York
From 1941 to 1947 he served in the U.S. Army, which trained him as an airplane
and engine mechanic. As such and as an aerial gunner, he saw service on four
continents during World War Two. On January 16, 1950, at the age of 31, he made
his vows at Ridgefield. He then served for three years at Ferndale.
In 1953 he was assigned to the Kilimanjaro district. His first major assignment
was in the Diocese of Moshi to build a church with a seating capacity of 1,800 at
Kibosho. It took two years to complete. Thereafter, he undertook all kinds of
construction jobs both in the Moshi diocese and later in that of Arusha. We find him
stationed at Monduli, 1963-66, at Loliondo, 1966-72, and Endulen, 1973-78.
In 1979 he received a special assignment as director of diocesan building
projects. Six years later he went to reside at Mto Wa Mbu, and in 1992 he was at
Endulen in the Ngorongoro Crater.
In the course of his forty years in Tanzania he built several churches, rectories,
two seminaries, hospitals, a bridge, a bishop's residence and many other facilities.
It all was, of course, not exactly in line with being an airplane mechanic, and aerial
gunner, but he proved versatile enough to become one of the Spiritan Brothers
who have done so r11_uch toward the development of the missions entrusted to the
Congregation in East Africa.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. James F. BURKE USA TZA USA
* April 6, 1926 Pittsburgh
He attended Cornwells, 1943-46, before he made his vows on August 15, 1947 at
Ridgefield. In the final year of his theology at Ferndale he was ordained there on
June 14, 1953. Meanwhile he also earned two bachelor's degrees.
In 1953 he was assigned to the Kilimanjaro district. He served there at Arusha
and Loliondo in what became the Diocese of Arusha.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1958, he ministered mostly in African-American
parishes in Louisiana and, in particular, in Lake Charles, LA. He has been serving
there since 1981.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. John C. O'MAHONEY IRELAND KEN
* December 31, 1924 Blackpool, Co. Cork
A Rockwell graduate, he made his vows at Kilshane on October 5, 1944. After
doing his philosophy at Kimmage and earning a B.A. in 1947 he prefected for two
years at Rockwell. In the final year of his theology at Kimmage, he was ordained
on June 29, 1952 in Dublin.
The following year he journeyed to the Kenya district. He served there in the
Archdiocese of Nairobi in a teaching capacity and as headmaster at Riara till 1954.
After one year at Kaaba's High School as dean of studies, he served in a similar
position at St. Mary's School in Nairobi till 1959. In 1960 he went to the Machakos
area as head of the Kaumoni mission and the Mbooni mission. Thereafter we find
him successively in charge at Mbitini, 1969, Kibwezi, 1970, Ndithini, 1972, Mwala,
1974, Thatha, 1977, and Kibwezi, 1981, all in the Machakos diocese.
He built many churches, including those at Utangwa, Kibwezi, Tawa and liani in
the Machakos diocese, as well as some in the Nairobi archdiocese. At Thata he
added the science laboratory to its secondary school. And to that list should be
added two dozen churches in mud, wattle and corrugated roofing in outlying areas.
In 1984 he went back to the Nairobi area to serve as priest in charge at Karen. By
1993 he had been serving the church in Kenya for forty years.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and Nairobi
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Fr. M.
FEELEY USA TZA
* November 30, 1924 Syracuse, NY
He spent two years at Cornwells before he made his profession in Ridgefield on
August 15, 1945. After doing his philosophy at Ferndale, he was sent to the
University of Fribourg, SW, to earn a S.T.L. in 1951. Meanwhile he had been
ordained on October 1, 1950 at Chevilly.
After teaching for two years at the Ann Arbor Junior Seminary, he was assigned
to the Diocese of Moshi in 1953. He served there as headmaster of the Holy Spirit
Secondary School at Umbwe till 1961.
He then went to the Diocese of Arusha, where he served at Kingori. Returning to
the U.S.A. in 1968, he left the Congregation in 1970.
SWWW 862; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Daniel C. MURPHY USA TZA USA
* September 5, 1922 Stamford, CT
He attended Cornwells, 1939-44, and was professed on August 15, 1945 at
Ridgefield. In the final year of his theology studies at Ferndale he was ordained
there on June 8, 1951. He also earned two bachelor's degrees.
After serving two years in an African-American parish in Louisiana, he was
assigned to the Kilimanjaro district. We find him listed as an assistant at Rombo in
the Moshi diocese. It was then a busy mission with six priests in residence, taking
care also of course of its outstations.
In 1956 he returned to the U.S.A. He served there mostly in African-American
parishes in Louisiana. Retiring in 1989 to Houston, TX, he still functioned as
community bursar in the Spiritan residence.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Robert Finbar REYNOLDS IRELAND SL KEN USA
* September 25, 1922 Cork
A Rockwell graduate, 1937-41, he made his vows at Kilshane on September 8,
1942. After doing his philosophy at Kimmage, he prefected for two years at
Blackrock, while also earning a B.A. In the last year of his theology studies at
Kimmage, he was ordained on July 16, 1950 in Dublin.
After two years in Sierra Leone, he was transferred in 1953 to Kenya. He taught
there in the teachers training schools established at Kiteta and Kilimanbogo till
1956.
Thereafter he did missionary and pastoral work. We find him listed at Kilungu in
1959, at Kaumoni in 1961 as an assistant and in 1966 as pastor in Makindu.
In 1970 he returned to Ireland and then went two years later to the U.S.A. to take
up ministry as a parish assistant or chaplain in California. By 1993 he had been
doing it for over two decades.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James J. MEENAN 72 IRELAND IRL TT MRT KEN
* December 10, 1894 Omagh, Co. Tyrone
+ September 17, 1967 Blackrock
A cousin of Fr. John McGlade, he graduated from Blackrock in 1912 and was
professed at Kimmage on October 27, 1913. He earned a B.Sc. at the University
College of Dublin in 1916 and prefected at Blackrock while earning the Higher
Diploma in Education in 1919. Sent to Fribourg, he earned a Ph.D. in philosophy
in 1922. While doing his theology, he was ordained at Rathmines on June 29,
1924.
From 1925 on he taught science at St. Mary's College, Trinidad and in 1936 he
became principal of the school, a position he retained for 14 years. Under his
guidance the college expanded mightily and reached its maximum capacity of over
1,200 students. The overflow was provided for by opening Fatima College in 1945.
In 1950 he was transferred to Holy Spirit College in Mauritius. Three years later
he became the head of St. Mary's School in Nairobi. He also taught there till 1966.
Retiring to Ireland, he died there a few months later.
IBN September 17; SWWW 795
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Fr. Cyril J. BYRNE IRELAND TZA IRL
* September 27, 1925 Rathmines, Co. Dublin
A Rathmines graduate in 1942, he made his vows at Kilshane on September 8,
1944. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and earned a B.A. While prefecting at
Rathmines for two years, he also earned a Higher Diploma in Education in 1948.
Sent to Fribourg for theology, he earned a S.T.L. summa cum !aude in 1953.
Meanwhile he had also been ordained there on July 20, 1951. Later he would add
a master's degree in computer science to his qualifications.
In 1953 he was assigned to St. Francis College at Pugu, near Dar-es-Salaam.
He taught there for nine years.
In 1962 he returned to Ireland and received an appointment to teach at his Alma
Mater, Rathmines. He was still teaching there 30 years later, but from 1973 till
1975 he also served as a lecturer at Trinity College.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Reinier DERKSEN NETHERLANDS TZA
* March 11, 1928 Groessen, Ge
He did his junior studies at Weert, 1939-46, and made his vows at Gennep on
September 3, 1947. In the final year of his theology studies at Gernert, he was
ordained there on July 26, 1952.
The following year he journeyed to the Morogoro diocese, where he worked for
13 years, teaching at the Teachers Training College in Morogoro.
Returning to Holland in 1966, he left the Congregation and moved to the U.S.A.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Henri MIJNDERS NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* October 1, 1925 Scheveningen, Z.H.
He attended the junior seminary at Weert, 1938-46, and made his vows at
Gennep on July 13, 1947. In the last year of his theology courses at Gernert, he
was ordained there on July 20, 1952.
The following year he was assigned to the Morogoro diocese. We find him listed
there teaching at St. Thomas Senior Seminary in Morogoro and then as pastor at
Nghongholo, near Matombo.
After 18 years of service in Africa, he returned to Holland in 1971. He continued
doing pastoral ministry in various parishes. Sixty-eight years old in 1993, he was
still engaged in it at The Hague.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Ambrose CLAESSEN NETHERLANDS TZA
* July 20, 1927 Helmond, N.B.
After his classical studies at Weert, 1940-46, he pronounced his vows at Gennep
on September 3, 1947. In the final year of his theology at Gernert he was ordained
there on July 21, 1952.
Assigned to the Morogoro diocese in 1953, he served there for 13 years, as a
staff member of the Teachers Training College in Morogoro.
He left the Congregation in 1967.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Kevin P. CAREY IRELAND TZA KEN
* February 21, 1926 Belfast, Co. Antrim
He had worked for four years in commercial enterprises before he entered the
Congregation at Blackrock in 1945. Professed at Kilshane on September 15,
1947, he did his senior studies at Kimmage, and was ordained on June 29, 1952 in
Dublin.
The following year he journeyed to the Kenya district. He served as an assistant
on the island of Zanzibar. In 1960 he opened a new mission at Wema.
In 1968 we find him as director of the Catechists Training Center at Sura in the
Diocese of Mombasa.
From 1980 on he was listed as in charge of the Gicharane mission, near Kikuyu,
in the Archdiocese of Nairobi.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Bp. Joseph KILASARA 62 TANZANIA TZA
* April 2, 1916 Kilema

+ November 20, 1978 Kilema

One of ten children in his family, he had graduated from St. James Junior
Seminary in the Kilimanjaro vicariate before he did his senior studies at Our Lady
Queen of Angels Seminary in Kibosho, 1935-40. He was ordained there on March
4, 1944.
After serving for eight years as an assistant in Kilema, he joined the Congregation
and made his vows at Ridgefield on October 10, 1953. He was then sent to Rome
for two years of studies in Canon Law.
Returning to Tanganyika in 1955, he served at Rambo, Mkuu and Kirua. He was
teaching at the senior seminary of Kibosho when the Holy See selected him to
become the first African-born Bishop of Moshi. He received his episcopal
ordination on May 8, 1960 form the hands of Pope John XXII I at St. Peter's Basilica
in Rome.
He was the first Chagga ever to be raised to the rank of bishop. Chief Edward
Latemba had gone with him to Rome to witness the event. On this occasion it was
recalled that Fr. Auguste Gommenginger's first mission among the Chagga had
settled within one mile of the Kilasara family and that it had taken seven years
before he could receive one adult as a Christian into the Church.
He was a cheerful, gentle and very spiritual man, who could roll with the punches
and maintain his mental equilibrium in the tormented 1960s. Unfortunately, his
health was not very good. After governing the diocese for only six years he
became so seriously ill that he had to resign.
After first residing at Terahia, he went in 1969 to live at the Holy Spirit Sisters'
convent in Moshi.
He died after suffering a heart attack.
SWWW 1058; Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Thomas M. FARRELLY IRELAND KEN IT ZMB
* March 4, 1925 Clonmellon, Co. Westmeath

USA

He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 16, 1944. He obtained a diploma in philosophy from Holy Ghost
College, Kimmage, and graduated from the National University of Ireland, Dublin,
with a B.A. and M.A. degrees in Latin and modern languages. He obtained a
Baccalaureate in theology from Fribourg University, Switzerland and was ordained
on October 5, 1952 at Chevilly, Paris.
The following year he was assigned to the district of Kenya. He taught at Kabaa
High School and became its headmaster in 1957 before being transferred to St.
Mary's School, Nairobi, in 1958, where he served as bursar in addition to teaching.
Three years later he became the founder and first headmaster of Thomeandu
Secondary School. In 1967 he taught Religious Studies at Kenyatta Teachers
College, Nairobi, and worked on developing new curricula resulting from Kenya's
accession to independence in 1963. In the surge of ecumenical activity following
Vatican II, he was appointed chairman of the Kenya Bishops' Religious Education
Committee and joint chairman of an ecumenical Christian Religious Education
Committee representing fifteen Protestant Churches and thirteen Catholic
dioceses. He returned to St. Mary's School in 1968, where he served as
headmaster for three years. During that time he was also elected a delegate to the
General Chapter and surveyed mission opportunities in Ethiopia for the
General ate.
In 1971, with the support o f the Catholic and Protestant churches, he was
appointed Inspector of Schools in charge of Religious Education by the Kenya
Ministry of Education. This put him in the unique position of being responsible for
the religious and moral education of about four million students of all faiths in the
national education system. The system included some 6000 public and church
elementary schools, 600 high schools and 17 teachers' colleges. The position
included coordination of curriculum development activities of the Kenya Institute of
Education in both Christian and Islamic Religious Education.
He was co-editor of a series of eight teacher's books for elementary Christian
Religious Education in public schools, ecumenically published by the Catholic and
Protestant churches, and general editor of a series of religious education textbooks
for public high schools, published by the Oxford University Press, 1969-83. He
interrupted his work in Kenya to study at the University of South Florida, where he
received a Ph.D. in education. Returning to Kenya in 1980, he was appointed to
the Kenya Bishops' Catholic Secretariat as Director of Curriculum Development for
moral and religious education from elementary to college level.
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Called to Rome in 1983, he was appointed Planning Coordinator at the
Generalate of the Congregation. During this time he planned and conducted the
process for the revision of the Spiritan Rule of Life and was facilitator for the
General Chapter of 1986. By invitation of the Catholic Bishops of Zambia he and
Fr. Tony Byrne, CSSp. conducted an evaluation of the Zambia Catholic Secretariat
and its services in 1986. In 1988 he was appointed to the School of Education at
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, U.S.A. At the same time, he also became
Director of Planning for the U.S.A.-East Province of the Congregation.
Arch. CSSp Dublin ar:1d USA
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Fr. Columbanus DUGGAN IRELAND KEN
* July 7, 1925 O'Brien's Bridge, Co. Clare
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1945. After doing his philosophy at Kimmage, he prefected for three
years at Blackrock. In the final year of his theology at Kimmage, he was ordained
on July 5, 1953 at Clonliffe.
The following year he went to Kenya and took up ministry in what became the
Machakos diocese. He taught at Mbitini and Kilungu until in 1957 he went to
Manzulu for six years of pastoral duties. These were followed by five years as
pastor at Kaumoni, where he served also as novice master to African Brothers.
Tawa lies in an area that is mainly Protestant, but the education offered to girls by
the Catholic Church is greatly appreciated by them. Moreover, there are 14
outstations attached to the Tawa center. He taught the young men of the area how
to build by guiding them in the construction of some ten churches in the stations.
Even before going to Tawa, he had engaged in construction work, building a total
of some twenty churches and three secondary schools .

.

Pastoral and missionary duties, of course, have priority over building. His main
concern went to religious instruction and to the proper training of catechists. He
became an expert in the local Kikamba language and published little pastoral
books for the guidance of his catechists.
By 1993 he had spent four decades of fruitful labor in the service of the people in
the Machakos diocese.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and Nairobi; Spiritan Missionary News, Oct. 1992, 19f.

526
638

Br. Stephanus (Toon) OOMEN 72 NETHERLANDS KEN F GDL NL TZA CA
* January 11, 1907 Meijel L.
+ April 13, 1979 Boxmeer N. B
After four years at the junior seminary, he preferred to go to the missions as a
layman and served for two years at Kabaa under Fr. Witte, 1927-29. On his return,
he went to France to do some agricultural studies. He then entered the
Congregation's novitiate for Brothers at Baarle Nassau. He made his vows there
on May 16, 1935.
After working for one year at Langonnet, he could go to Guadeloupe in 1937. He
built a junior seminary there, taught in an orphanage and worked as a mechanic.
Illness sent him back to Holland for twelve years. As he had trouble walking, he
did administrative work at the provincialate and in the generalate in Paris.
In 1954 he could go to the Diocese of Moshi. He served there for 18 years in the
procurator's office.
Unwilling to retire, he tried to serve a few more years at Bangui in Central Africa
in 1972. But it was not to be. A kidney infection forced him to retire one year later.
His last years were spent in the Gennep community. He died peacefully in a
hospital leaving the memory of an energetic, faithful and dedicated worker for the
Lord.
Spinet May 1979
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Fr. Adriaan van ZONNEVELD NETHERLANDS TZA D
* October 13, 1924 Voorburg Z.H.
After his classical studies at Weert, 1941-47, he made his vows on September 4,
1948 at Gennep. In the final year of his theology at Gernert he was ordained there
on July 19, 1953.
The following year he journeyed to the Diocese of Morogoro. We find him listed
serving as an assistant at Mgeta in 1961. Transferred to the Diocese of Same, he
did pioneering work as director of the new Ugeweno mission from 1964 on and
then at Kwizu.
In 1978 he returned to Holland, after nearly 25 years in Africa. He then took up
parish ministry in Germany.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Anthony J. FARRELL IRELAND KEN IRL
* May 1, 1925 Mullimgar, Co. Westmeath
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane in 1940 and made his vows there on
October 11, 1945. After doing his philosophical studies at Kimmage and the
National University of Ireland, earning a B.A., he prefected at Rathmines while also
earning a Higher Diploma in Education in 1949. In the final year of his theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 5, 1952 at Clonliffe.
Assigned to the Kenya district in 1954, he taught for 15 years at Kilimanbogo's
Teachers Training School. In 1969 he went to Limuru. He served there for a
decade as educational secretary, while also doing pastoral work.
In 1979 he became pastor at Kiambu and three years later at Wanyoboro.
Returning to Ireland in 1985, he engaged in chaplain duties and parish work in
various places.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Michael J. DUGGAN IRELAND KEN IRL
* November 16, 1926 Kilmacthoms, Co. Waterford
He attended Rockwell, 1939-44 and made his vows at Kilshane on September
14, 1945. After beginning his philosophy at Kimmage, he prefected for two years
and then finished his philosophy at the university, earning a B.A. in 1951. In the
final year of his theology at Kimmage, he was ordained on July 18, 1953.
The following year he went to Kenya, where he worked for nine years, teaching
and preaching. Details are missing, but in 1961 he was listed as serving at
Ngararigo.
Returning to Ireland in 1963, he became assistant novice master at Kilshane and
in 1970 bursar of the Kimmage community. Later he was appointed superior of the
same until 1991. He then continued to serve as a chaplain.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Francis P. KANDA USA TZA USA PR
* August 27, 1928 Trenton, NJ
A brother of the Frs. Michael and John, he studied at Cornwells, 1942-47 and was
professed on August 22, 1941 at Ridgefield. In the final year of his theology at
Ferndale, he was ordained there on June 5, 1953. Meanwhile he had also earned
two bachelor's degrees and to these he added one year of postgraduate studies at
the University of Michigan.
In 1955 he sailed via Europe to the Kilimanjaro district. He taught there at St.
James Junior Seminary in Kilema Chini and from 1961 on at St. Patrick's Teachers
Training College in Singa Chini.
While on leave in 1968, he was retained for three years in the U.S.A. in shortterm appointments.
In 1971 he could return to the Moshi diocese and took up again his teaching
ministry at St. James Seminary. Later we find him teaching at the Oldonyo Sambu
Junior Seminary of the Arusha diocese. Having spent 27 years in the service of
the young churches in Tanzania, he returned to the U.S.A. in 1986. For five more
years he did parish work in Puerto Rico. Going back to the mainland in late 1991,
he became pastor of an African-American parish in Michigan.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Daniel R. KANE USA TZA USA
* September 20, 1929 Philadelphia
After attending Cornwells, 1943-48, he was professed at Ridgefield on August 22,
1949. He did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was ordained on
September 23, 1954.
Assigned to the Kilimanjaro district in 1955, he served there for eleven years in
the Diocese of Moshi. We find him listed as stationed at Rombo and Naruma as an
assistant and then in charge in Mandaka.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1966, he served as an assistant in a Louisiana parish
for two years before becoming a military chaplain for six years.
He left the Congregation in 1978.

swww
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Fr. Patrick O'SULLIVAN 56 USA TZA USA
* June 15, 1924 Lawrence, MA

+ December 8,

1980 Boston

A U.S. Navy veteran, he entered the Congregation in 1946 and made his vows at
Ridgefield on August 22, 1949. During his theology studies at Ferndale he was
ordained there on September 24, 1954.
The following year he went to the Moshi diocese. He served there for ten years.
We find him listed as an assistant at Maua and at Kilomeni.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1965, he served in African-American parishes in
Louisiana, except for the years 1970-79 when he was pastor of St. Catherine,
Riverside, CA.
Ailing from a liver disease, he went to see a specialist in Boston and died there of
a hemorrhage.
Blessed, as he was, with great powers of empathy and a very good listener, his
work with marriage encounter groups was very rewarding. "You feel so good when
you have to deal with Fr. O'Sullivan," said one of his admiring parishioners.
Newsletter CSSp USA-West, Feb. 1981; SWWW 1093
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Fr. Cillin O'NUALLAIN 53 IRELAND KEN TZA
+ December 20, 1979 Usa River, TZA
* October 24, 1926 Glasnevin, Dublin
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane in 1944 and made his vows there on
September 8, 1945. While doing his philosophy at Kimmage, he also earned a
B.A. and a M.A. at the University College of Dublin. Sent to Switzerland for
theology, he earned his licentiate magna cum laude at the University of Fribourg.
He was also ordained there on July 18, 1954.
The following year he journeyed to Kenya, where he became a staff member of
St. Mary's School in Nairobi. He served there for most of his life.
He had a teaching assignment for the philosophy students of the Spiritans' East
Africa Foundation when he died suddenly while visiting the novitiate at Usa River.
IBN December 20
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Fr. Desmond M. CAHILL IRELAND KEN
* October 17, 1926 Milford, Co. Donegal
A Rockwell graduate, 1940-45, he was professed at Kilshane on September 8,
1948. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and the University College of Dublin,
earning a B.A., and prefected at Rockwell. In the final year of his theology at
Kimmage he was ordained at Clonliffe on July 11, 1954.
The following year he was assigned to the Kenya district. He taught at the
Teachers Training College in Kilimanbogo for 13 years and then for three years at
St. Mary's School in Nairobi.
In 1971 he returned to Kilimanbogo. He was still listed there as tutoring and as
chaplain in 1993.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. John Joseph WHELAN 70 IRELAND NGA KEN USA
* December 30, 1914 Courtown, Co. Wexford
+ April 16, 1985 Dublin
A Rockwell graduate, he was professed on September 11, 1935 at Kilshane. He
began his senior studies at Blackrock and finished them at Kimmage. He became
a priest in 1940.
Sent to Nigeria in 1941, he served there for eleven years at Emekuku and Enugu.
Then tuberculosis drove him in 1952 to Montana, Switzerland, for two years.
Transferred to the healthier climate of Kenya in 1955, he ministered there in
Nairobi at St. Teresa and then at Holy Family Cathedral for thirteen years.
Reportedly, he received a leader of the Mau Mau into the Church there.
Struck once again by illness, he went to California, where he could do seven
more years of pastoral duties.
In 1985 he returned to Ireland to spend his last days at Kimmage. He died a few
months later in a nursing home.
IBN April 16
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Br. Rudolph (Evert) SCHOONDERBEEK NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* November 30, 1930 Hoogland, U.
He had attended a teachers training school for five years when he entered the
Baarle Nassau Brothers novitiate in 1949 and made his vows on March 19, 1950.
He continued working there and earned a technical diploma.
In 1955 Sp. van Elswijk managed to obtain him for the Morogoro diocese. Placed
at Mhonda, he took charge of the 70 apprentices at that location.
In 1959 he was transferred to Matombo. It was a difficult time to arrive there. A
murderer was at work in the area and in six weeks time three people were killed.
The third victim was found next to the water wheel in the carpentry shop of which
Brother was in charge. That threw suspicion on him as the unknown murderer.
Armed with machetes, some people cornered him at the shop to exact vengeance.
Looking them straight in the eyes, he said, "Go ahead if you want, but you will
regret it." Taken aback by his quiet reply, they let him go.
When peace returned, he could devote himself to his trade and teaching the
apprentices. He also took charge of the African boys in sports and in the program
of social community development launched by President Julius Nyerere.
In 1975 his life took an unexpected tum. His brother and his sister-in-law died in
a tragic accident that left nine children, aged 8 to 17, orphaned. A few months later,
he became their legal guardian and director of his brother's construction company.
It had started to falter, but he managed to bring it again to a flourishing condition. At
the same time, he functioned as a true father for the family, as well as a loyal
member of the Congregation. To the great delight of all the children, it could
happen that the regional meetings of his fellow-Spiritans would be held in their
home.
Five years later, he could give up his family roles and hand them over to the nowadult members of the family. He then served for three years as director of a senior
citizens home. In 1983 he became provincial treasurer of the Congregation in
Holland. He fulfilled this function for ten years to everyone's satisfaction. His last
major project was the building of a new Spiritan retirement facility in Gennep. It
was opened in 1993.
He himself went to live there, planning whatever else he could still do to serve
others.
Spinet 48/8
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Fr. Patrick J. LEDDY IRELAND TT KEN USA GB
* February 22, 1927 Milltown, Belturbet, Co. Cavan
He attended Blackrock, 1939-44, and was professed on September 8, 1944 at
Kilshane. After one year of philosophy at Kimmage, he was sent prefecting in
Trinidad, 1946-49. He then earned a B.A. at the National University of Ireland.
Sent to Rome for theology, he earned a S.T.L. at the Gregorian University in 1955.
Meanwhile he had also been ordained there on July 4, 1954. Later he would also
earn a M.A. in counselling in the U.S.A. and do postgraduate studies in psychiatry
and religion.
In 1955 he went to the Kenya district. We find him listed in the Diocese of
Mombasa as principal of Bura's Teachers Training College in 1961 and as
teaching at the Coast Teachers Training College at Shanzu in 1968.
In 1972 he went to the U.S.A. for studies and was then attached to the Irish
Spiritan Community of Long Island. He did parish ministry, notably at the
Washington Cathedral. In 1987 he went to England and took up chaplain duties at
a school.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Thomas J. TIMMINS IRELAND TT KEN USA
* January 14, 1927 Castlerahan Ballyjamesduff, Co. Cavan
A Blackrock graduate, 1940-45, he made his vows at Kilshane on October 17,
1946. After doing his philosophy, he prefected at St. Mary's College, Trinidad,
1948-51. In the final year of his theological studies at Kimmage, he was ordained
on July 11, 1954 at Clonliffe.
The following year he journeyed to the Kenya district. He did missionary work in
what became the Diocese of Machakos. We find him listed as teaching in Kabaa's
Secondary School and then as in charge of the Machakos mission.
In 1971 he went to the U.S.A. to gather funds for the diocese, while also doing
parish work. He was still doing this some 20 years later.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James L. DELANEY IRELAND KEN
* April 11, 1928 Dublin
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1946. After doing his philosophy at Kimmage and earning a B.A. at
the University College of Dublin, he prefected for two years at Rockwell. In the last
year of his theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 11, 1954 at Clonliffe.
Assigned to the Kenya district in 1955, he served in the Mombasa diocese. We
find him listed as in charge of the Ndavaya station, near Kinango, where there were
as yet only a few hundred Catholics in a total population of 56,000.
In 1968 he was sent to the U.S.A. to raise funds for the Mombasa diocese. On his
return he became attached to the Catholic Secretariat in Mombasa. He continued
to serve the diocese at Chonyi and in the late 1980s at Mwatata.
In 1991 he went back to the U.S.A. as a fund-raiser for the diocese, while
attached to the Irish Spiritan community in Long Island, NY and also doing
parochial ministry.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Walter DAMEN NETHERLANDS TZA
* March 17, 1928 Kaatsheuvel, N.B.
He attended Weert, 1941-48, before he made his vows at Gennep on September
5, 1949. After doing his philosophy at Gernert, he was sent to Rome for theology
and earned a S.T.L. in 1955. Meanwhile he had been ordained on July 18, 1954
in Gernert.
Assigned to the Diocese of Morogoro in 1955, he taught for many years at the
junior seminary in Bagamoyo. In the 1970s he was transferred to St. Peter's
Senior Seminary in Morogoro.
In 1993 he became superior of the district house of Kirakala, Morogoro.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Han MAGIS NETHERLANDS TZA B NL
• August 27, 1930 Deume, N.B.
He did his junior studies at Weert, 1942-48, and made his vows at Gennep on
September 5, 1949. In the last year of this theological studies at Gernert he was
ordained on March 6, 1955 in Helmond.
In the same year he could depart for the Diocese of Morogoro. He worked there
for two decades. We find him listed as serving at Vidunda in 1955, at Kikeo in
1961, at llonga in 1968 and at Mtombozo, but he may also have served at other
locations.
Returning to Europe in 1975, he took up parochial ministry in Belgium and
Holland.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Martin LAMMERS NETHERLANDS TZA
* February 16, 1928 Budel, N.B.
He did his classical studies at Weert, 1940-48, and was professed on September
5, 1949 at Gennep. In the final year of his theology at Gernert, he was ordained
there on July 18, 1954.
The following year he went to the Diocese of Morogoro. Initiated to Africa at
Kidodi, he went to Mgeta as an assistant in 1956. Thereafter we find him listed as
serving at Kidodi in 1961 and at Mhonda in 1968.
In 1980 he was pastor at Bonduki and from 1984 we find him at Mlali-Mzumbe in
the same capacity. In 1993 he was still listed as serving in Mzumbe.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Hubert EGELMEERS 72 NETHERLANDS NL TZA D
+ June 7, 1987 Heeswijk
* August 13, 1914 Weert
Huub, as he was usually called, began his junior studies at Gernert and finished
them at Weert in 1934. After his profession on August 23, 1935, he did his senior
studies at Gernert, where he was also ordained on July 21, 1940.
He spent the years of World War Two teaching in the formation houses in
Holland. In 1949 he became novice master for the Brothers and in 1952 bursar at
Gernert.
At last, in 1955 he could go to the Diocese of Morogoro. He taught there for a
decade at St. Thomas Senior Seminary in Morogoro and then served as chaplain
to the African Sisters in Mgolole.
Ill health forced him back to Holland in 1966. He served for nine years as
chaplain in a large hospital and then heard the doctors tell him to seek an easier
ministry. He obeyed by switching to a small hospital in Germany.
In 1980 a stroke put an end to his activity. Severely handicapped, he retired to
Gennep until he had to enter a nursing home one year before his death.
He was a congenial confrere and always ready to help. His versatility made him
an asset wherever he went to work.
Spinet 42/7

656

Fr. Joseph ELSGEEST NETHERLANDS NL TZA
* February 17, 1929 Haarlemmermeer, N.H.
After his classical studies at Weert, 1941-48, he made his vows at Gennep on
September 5, 1949. In the final year of his senior studies at Gernert he was
ordained there on July 18, 1954.
In 1955 he journeyed to the Diocese of Morogoro.
Teachers Training College in Kiguruyemba for 15 years.

He taught there at the

In November 1970 he left the Congregation. He returned to Holland and died
there on May 17, 1993.
Arch. CSSp Gernert and Spinet 48/6
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Br. Paulinus (Henri) HENDRIKX NETHERLANDS NL TZA
* August 8, 1929 Geldrop, N.B.
He entered the Brothers novitiate at Baarte Nassau in 1947 and made his vows
on September 8, 1949. He continued working there as a blacksmith till 1951 and
then a few more years in Weert.
In 1955 he flew to the Diocese of Morogoro, where he was attached to the
Kirakala district house in Morogoro.
In the confusing days of 1963 he withdrew from the Congregation, but he
returned in 1967, made a new novitiate in Morogoro and renewed his vows in
1968.
Stationed again in Kirakala, he resumed his functions, taking care of car repairs.
He was still there in 1993, acting as bursar of the residence.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Paul KUIPERS NETHERLANDS TZA
* October 30, 1927 Budel, N.B.
He attended the junior seminary in Weert, 1940-48, and made his vows at
Gennep on September 5, 1949. In the final year of his senior studies at Gernert, he
was ordained there on July 18, 1954.
In 1955 he journeyed to East Africa.
Morogoro.

He worked there for three years in

In 1958 he left the Congregation and went to live in England.
Arch. CSSp Gernert

,
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Fr. Francis MKET A TANZANIA TZA
* April 16, 1914 Kilema
After attending St. James Junior Seminary in Kilema, he did his senior studies at
the intervicarial seminary at Kibosho. He was ordained there on March 1, 1943.
He served in the Kilimanjaro vicariate for 12 years before entering the
Congregation and was professed on October 11, 1956 at Cellule, France. He then
did some additional studies in Rome and returned to the Diocese of Moshi.
After doing parish ministry at Kirua he became the first Tanzanian rector of St.
James Junior Seminary. Thereafter we find him listed as doing pastoral ministry at
Mashati, Mbokomu, Maua, Naruma, Mbosho, Umbwe, Mengwe and Olkokola.
In 1980 we find him listed as superior of the Spiritan community at Usa River,
where the Congregation had opened its own seminary for African candidates. From
1982 till 1985 he served at Burka, Ngarentomi in the Arusha diocese. He then
became pastor of the Kikatiti parish that was developing a few miles away from Usa
River.
In 1992 he was the first of some 300 African priests from the Kilimanjaro region
who could celebrate the golden jubilee of his ordination. He had served for 30
years in the Moshi diocese and 20 in that of Arusha. Still going strong, he served
in 1993 as pastor at Nambala, near Arusha.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Eugene G. TONER IRELAND TZA USA
* January 31 , 1920 Belfast
A Blackrock graduate, he made his vows at Ridgefield on August 22, 1950. In the
final year of his studies at Ferndale, he was also ordained there on June 2, 1955.
The following year he journeyed to the Kilimanjaro district. He served there at
Arusha and Naruma.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1966, he ministered mostly in African-American
parishes in Louisiana until in 1983 he was assigned to Hemet, CA. His retirement
years began in 1991 at Morrilton, AR, but the following year he went back to the
country of his birth.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Vincent J. DONOVAN USA TZA USA
* August 15, 1926 Pittsburgh
He had studied with the Redemptorists before entering the Congregation in 1946.
Professed on August 15, 1947 at Ridgefield, he did his senior studies at Ferndale
and was ordained there on June 6, 1952. Meanwhile he had earned two
bachelor's degrees; two years of post-graduate studies in New York and Rome
were added to these.
In 1956 he journeyed to the Kilimanjaro district, where he was to work for 17
years. He served as an assistant in the Moshi diocese at Kwiza before he went to
Usa River as its director just when the new Diocese of Arusha was being
established in 1963.
The main theatre of his work, however, was Loliondo as director of that mission
among the Maasai. He echoed Abp. Le Roy's view, expressed some 80 years
earlier when he was still simply Fr. Le Roy, that if the Maasai accepted the gospel
they would be the best Christians in Africa.
Together with the other Fathers of that mission, he made efforts to present to them
an inculturated Christian faith. Slowly these endeavors began to bear fruit. On the
material side he helped bring about the building of a hospital for them in the area
entrusted to his care.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1973, he resided at the provincialate while being a
member of the provincial council and from 1978 on became pastor of AfricanAmerican parishes in Ohio and Pennsylvania. In 1993 he was assigned to a
parish in North Carolina.
He wrote a worthwhile and much-discussed book, Christjanjty Redjscoyered.
about his attempts to inculturate the Good News among the Maasai. On a broader
scale he authored The Church jn the Midst o f Creation, which paints a portrait of
the new church of the future.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Frederick C. TRUMBULL USA TZA
• December 25, 1927 Bridgeport, CT
He had worked at the Post Office and served in the Army before, at the age of 20,
he entered Cornwells. He was professed on August 22, 1950 at Ridgefield and did
his senior studies at Ferndale. He was also ordained there on June 2, 1955.
In 1956 he flew to East Africa, having been assigned to the Diocese of Moshi. He
served there for ten years, notably at Loliondo.
Returning to the U.S.A., he left the Congregation in 1967 and died ten years later.
SWWW800
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Fr. Patrick A BASCIO USA TZA USA GRN BWI
• January 2, 1927 Lawrence, MA
He had served in the Air Corps and done some college studies before he entered
Cornwells in 1947. After completing them at the University of Santa Clara, CA, he
made his vows at Ridgefield on August 22, 1951. In the final year of his theology at
Ferndale, he was ordained there on June 2, 1955.
Assigned to the Diocese of Moshi, he sailed on a cargo ship to East Africa in
1956. He served there for five years teaching at the Umbwe Secondary School.
After returning to the U.S.A., he went to Grenada, rendering pastoral and
educational services. He even functioned as a delegate on Grenada's first
diplomatic mission to the United Nations in 197 4. Thereafter he worked in the
U.S.A., mostly in African-American parishes.
In 1993 he and Fr. George Crocenzi took up parochial ministry in the Turk and
Caicos Islands, West Indies.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. F. X. Odran MAGUIRE 41 IRELAND KEN
* March 7, 1926 Dublin

+ May 25, 1967 Mombasa

He entered the Congregation in 1945 at Kimmage, where he made his vows on
March 7, 1946. He began his philosophy there and then earned a M.A. in Math.
He continued his studies at Kimmage, but they were interrupted by one year of
prefecting at Rathmines and the acquisition of a Higher Diploma in Education at the
University College of Dublin. Returning to Kimmage, he did his theology and was
ordained on July 3, 1955 in Dublin.
The following year he travelled to Kenya to serve in the Diocese of Mombasa. He
taught there at St. Mary's Seminary in Kwale.
In 1962 he accompanied Sp. Butler to Rome as his secretary for Vatican Council
Two. While there, he also earned a licentiate in Canon Law. He returned to Kenya
two years later.
His health had never been very good, but he was a keen swimmer and kept up
with this exercise even in Kenya. He drowned three years after his return. A few
hours before the sad news reached Ireland, his mother told his sister, "I dreamt last
night that Fr. Odran had been drowned."
IBN May 25
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Fr. Cornelius J. FOLEY IRELAND TZA KEN IRL
* July 10, 1926 Sunday's Well, Cork
He joined the Congregation at Kilshane in 1944 and was professed there on
September 24, 1945. After doing his philosophy at Kimmage, he earned a B.A., a
B.Sc. and a Higher diploma in Education at the National University of Ireland. He
then prefected for two years at Rockwell. Sent to the University of Fribourg, SW.,
for theology, he earned a S.T.L. magna cum !aude in 1956. Meanwhile he had
also been ordained there on July 14, 1955.
In 1956 he went to East Africa, having been assigned to St. Francis College in
Pugu, near Dar-es-Salaam. He taught there for nine years. In 1965 he was
transferred to Kenya and took up teaching at Kabaa's High School.
Ailing he returned to Ireland in 1977. We find him there listed from 1980 on as in
early retirement for reasons of health.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Peter J. OTOOLE IRELAND TT TZA KEN IRL
* May 31, 1926 Colbinstown, Co. Wicklow
He attended Blackrock, 1940-45, and was professed at Kilshane on September
8, 1946. After doing his philosophy at Kimmage and earning a B.A. at the National
University of Ireland, he prefected for three years in Trinidad, 1949-52. In the final
year of his theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 3, 1955 at Clonliffe.
Assigned to the Kenya district in 1956, he served in the Diocese of MomabaZanzibar. After five years on the island of Zanzibar as an assistant in the parish
and teaching at its school, he taught for one year at St. Mary's Junior Seminary in
Kwale.
From 1963 to 1968 he taught at Taita's High School, while also being
educational secretary for the diocese. He then held the same two functions at
Taveta for two years. From 1970 on he did missionary work for five years at Tana
River.
After a two year sick leave, he served at the guest house in Shelby Beach, acting
also as chaplain to the navy. In 1978 he began to serve at Mbitini, near Mombasa,
doing missionary work.
·Returning to Irel and in the 1980s he took up pastoral duties there.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Philip T. SHANAHAN 67 IRELAND KEN IRL
* August 5, 1925 Bhanballyduff, Thurles

+ February 17, 1993 Meath

A Rockwell graduate, 1944-47, he made his vows at Kilshane in 1948. He did
his senior studies at Kimmage and was ordained on July 3, 1955 at Clonliffe.
In 1956 he went to the Kenya district. He had barely been initiated to Africa when
he was struck by a disease that confined him to a wheelchair in Kimmage for the 42
remaining years of his life.
He bore it all with great resignation, thankful at least he could continue to
celebrate the Eucharist and realize that, like Christ, he was both priest and victim.
Newsletter CSSp Ireland 1992, no. 2
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Fr. Noel COX IRELAND KEN USA IRL
* December 20, 1926 Dublin
He had worked as an apprentice electrical engineer for two years before he went
to Blackrock in 1946. He made his vows at Kilshane on September 8, 1948. His
senior studies at Kimmage were interrupted by one year of illness. In the final year
of his theology he was ordained on July 3, 1955 at Clonliffe. Later in life, he would
earn a M.Sc. in biology at the University of Liverpool (1970) and a Ph.D. in science
at the University of Nairobi (1977).
In 1956 he went to Kenya and was assigned to St. Mary's School in Nairobi. He
taught there for two decades, becoming also Dean of Discipline in 1958 and Dean
of Studies in 1963. In 1974 and 1975 he acted as a Holy See representative to
United Nations meetings on environmental issues.
In 1977 he joined the Long Island Irish Spiritan group in the U.S.A. He did
pastoral duties in Florida, but these were interrupted by one year of teaching at
Blackrock.
In 1988 he became superior and provincial delegate for the Long Island
community.
Arch. CSSp Dublin

669

Br. Bruno (Adriaan) van DOOREN NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* September 2, 1926 Gernert
He entered the Baarle Nassau novitiate as a postulant Brother in 1940, learned
tailoring, and made his vows on September 8, 1946. After serving for ten years in
that community, he could go to Africa.
He arrived in the Morogoro diocese in 1956 and labored there for 28 years. We
find him listed as stationed at the trade school in Bigwa and then attached to the
procure of the diocese in Kirakala, near Morogoro. His final location in Tanzania
was at Usa River in the Diocese of Arusha. He functioned there as bursar of the
house.
In 1984 he returned to Holland and was assigned to the busy Halfweg mission
procure, which ships supplies all over the Spiritan world. By 1993 he had been
serving there for nine years.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Gerard GEURTEN NETHERLANDS TZA
* November 20, 1929 Brunssum, L.
He finished his classical studies at Weert in 1949 and made his vows on
September 6, 1950 at Gennep. In the final year of his senior studies at Gernert, he
was ordained there on October 16, 1955.
Assigned to the Diocese of Morogoro in 1956, he taught there at the junior
seminary in Bagamoyo and after some years became its rector.
He left the Congregation in 1973.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. L. Gerard HANNAN 62 IRELAND TT KEN IRL
* August 16, 1927 Limerick, Co. Limerick

+ January 4, 1990 Limerick

Professed on September 8, 1946 at Kilshane, he did his philosophy at Kimmage
and earned a B.A. at the university college. He then was sent to Trinidad for a few
years of prefecting. In 1952 he went to Rome where he earned a S.T.L. He was
also ordained there on July 3, 1955.
The following year he was assigned to Kenya. He was initiated to Africa at
Makupa in the Diocese of Mombasa and then taught at its St. George High School,
while also being headmaster.
In 1968 we find him listed as in charge of the St. Theresa of Avila parish,
Eastleigh, Nairobi.
Returning to Ireland around 1970, he taught for nearly two decades at Blackrock.
As dean of the students, he excelled at restoring confidence to boys in trouble that
all was not lost and that they could do better.
A sudden heart attack while he was at Limerick during the Christmas break led to
his death.
CSSp Newsletter Ireland 1990
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Fr. Edward CORCORAN IRELAND KEN IT
* May 20, 1927 Dublin
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1946. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and the university earning
a M.A., while also prefecting. Sent to Fribourg, SW, he studied theology and was
ordained on July 3, 1955 at Clonliffe.
In 1956 he went to the Mombasa-Zanzibar diocese. He taught there for 16 years
at the junior seminary in Kwale and was also its rector. Actually, he had to build
and develop this seminary from the ground up. In addition, he opened two new
stations from there, at Kinango and Ukunda. There and in his others assignments
he was also involved in the Africanization of church music, as well as in the
production of choral works and musicals.
After two more years of teaching at St. George's Secondary School in Giriama,
he returned in 1975 to Kwale as a tutor and chaplain at its Sisters' novitiate.
In 1978 he took up teaching at the Star of the Sea High School in Mombasa. He
then served for two years as secretary general of the Congregation in Rome and in
1983 returned to Mombasa, doing pastoral work at the cathedral.
In 1990 he went to teach at St. Mary's School in Nairobi. Three years later he
began to function as guest master of St. Brendan's Rest House in Mombasa.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and Nairobi
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Fr. Pierre JANSSEN NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* August 15, 1927 Brunssum, L.
He attended Weert, 1942-49, and made his vows at Gennep on September 6,
1950. In the final year of his theology at Gernert, he was ordained there on July 17,
1955.
In 1956 he journeyed to the Diocese of Morogoro. He worked there for ten years,
notably at St. Patrick's parish in Morogoro.
Returning to Holland in 1966, he still served as a chaplain for a few years and
then left the Congregation in 1970.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. John Anthony O'SHAUGHNESSY IRELAND KEN IRL
* June 9, 1930 Kinsale, Co. Cork
He attended Rockwell for one year before entering the novitiate at Kilshane,
where he made his vows on September 8, 1948. After doing his philosophy at
Kimmage and earning a B.A., Honors, at the university, he prefected for two years.
In the final year of his theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 15, 1956 in
Dublin.
Assigned to the Kenya district in 1957, he spent nearly all his time in education.
After six years of teaching at Kabaa's High School, where he was also dean of
discipline, he taught for one year at Tala's High School and then spent a few
months at St. Theresa parish in Nairobi.
In 1966 he went to Kaumoni as headmaster of its high school and at the same
time pastor of that mission. Two years later, we find him at Kiteta's Teachers
Training College, acting also as its principal. In 1973 he became headmaster of
the Muthetheni High School for girls.
Returning to Ireland in 1980, he joined the staff of Rathmines.
Arch. CSSp Dublin

675

Fr. Joseph F. McDONOUGH USA TZA USA
* June 8, 1926 Norwood, MA
He attended Cornwells, 1943-46, and made his vows on August 15, 1947 at
Ridgefield. In the final year of his theology at Ferndale, he was ordained there on
June 5, 1953. He then served for three years in an African-American parish in
Philadelphia.
In 1957 he was assigned to the Kilimanjaro district. He was stationed there in
1957 at Kilomeni as an assistant.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1960, he served for 13 years in African-American
parishes in Louisiana, New York, Virginia and South Carolina. Thereafter his
ministry went mostly to the old Spiritan parishes in Rhode Island.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Michael J. O'DONNELL IRELAND IRL KEN GB
* April 24, 1924 Castleplunkett, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon
A Blackrock graduate, 1939-44, he made his vows at Kilshane on September 24,
1945. After doing his philosophy at Kimmage, he prefected for one year at
Blackrock. In the last year of his theology at Kimmage, he was ordained on July 15,
1951 at Clonliffe.
After teaching for five years at Blackrock, he went to the Kenya district in 1957.
He worked there for five years among the Kikuyu doing pastoral and missionary
work. We find him listed as stationed at Kagwe in 1961.
He then taught for seven years at St. Mary's School in Nairobi before resuming
pastoral work at St. Austin's, Nairobi.
Returning to Ireland in 1976, he took up ministry in Scotland for one year and
then worked as a chaplain for Irish immigrants in England. From 1988 on he was
stationed in Northhampton.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Toon LAMBERTS NETHERLANDS TZA NL
* November 26, 1927 Someren, N.B.
He attended the junior seminary in Weert, 1942-50, and made his vows on
September 7, 1951 at Gennep. In the final year of his senior studies at Gernert, he
was ordained there on July 15, 1956.
Assigned to the Diocese of Morogoro in 1957, he began his work teaching at the
junior seminary in Bagamoyo. From 1960 on he served as an assistant at Kikeo
and Maskati until he became pastor in 1964 at Taragwe. Three years later he held
a similar position at Bagamoyo, then at Msongori in 1969 and finally at Kilosa in
1971.
After fifteen years in Africa, he returned to Holland. He assumed pastoral duties
there until illness led to his early retirement in 1988. Nonetheless, he remained
actively involved in incidental ministry.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Bp. Bernard M. NGAVILIAU TANZANIA TZA
* March 1, 1917 Marangu
He was one of the seven children, born to tne man who in 1899 was the first man
to be baptized in his region. He received his secondary schooling at St. Patrick's
Teachers Training college, 1931-36, and at St. James Junior Seminary at Kilema
Chini, 1937-41. Toward the end of his theology studies at the vicariate's senior
seminary in Kibosho, he was ordained there on April 2, 1949.
He worked for six years as an assistant at Maua and at the cathedral in Moshi.
He then entered the novitiate at Kilshane, Ireland, where he made his vowed
commitment to the Congregation on September 8, 1957.
Returning to Kilimanjaro in the same year, he served as pastor in Mashati, as
secretary to the bishop of Moshi and chaplain to the Huruma convent of the Sisters
of Our Lady of Kilimanjaro and then as pastor at Mkuu.
In 1970 he went to the Archdiocese of Tabora to serve in the Kipalapala Regional
Seminary as spiritual director to its students.
Three years later the Holy See named him apostolic administrator of the Zanzibar
and Pemba islands. These islands are wholly islamic except for foreign-born
people and their descendants. There were only two parishes for some 4,000
Catholics in a total population of about 470,000. On June 5, 1980 he was ordained
the first resident bishop of the islands.
He opened two additional parishes, one in 1977 at Chakechakea in Pemba and
the other at Kitope in 1984 in Zanzibar. By 1991 there were close to 8,000
Catholics in the tiny diocese.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. John (or Sean) O'CONNELL IRELAND KEN USA IRL
* September 6, 1927 Cork
He had been an income tax officer in Dublin before he joined the Congregation at
Kilshane. He was professed there on September 8, 1948. After doing his
philosophy at Kimmage and earning a B.A., Honors, at the university, he prefected
for two years at Rockwell. In the final year of his theology at Kimmage he was
ordained on July 15, 1956 in Dublin. Later in life he would round out his education
by earning a M.Ed. at Duquesne University, a fellowship diploma of the London
College of Preceptors and a doctorate in international and comparative education
at the University of California in Los Angeles.
Assigned to the Kenya district in 1957, he worked mainly in the Mombasa
diocese. After teaching at Bura's Teachers Training college, he became in 1960
an assistant at the Makupa mission and two years later rector of a new parish in
Mombasa.
From 1963 on he was back in education as headmaster of the secondary schools
at Lushangoni and then in 1965 at Voi Harambee.
After a brief appointment as an assistant at the Mamba mission in 1970, he
became deputy headmaster at the Kenyatta High School in the Archdiocese of
Nairobi. In 1973 he began to function as dean of discipline at St. Mary's School in
Nairobi.
From 1975 till 1978 he was in the U.S.A. and in Australia for research and study.
He then returned to St. Mary's to serve four more years as headmaster. Going
back to the U.S.A. in 1982, he earned the above-mentioned doctorate. Thereafter,
he joined the faculty of Duquesne University for some years. He also served briefly
as principal of the Cornwells Preparatory School.
In 1991 he returned to Ireland.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. William Gerard FOLEY IRELAND KEN
* April 3, 1928 Dunlavin, Co. Wicklow
Gerry, was he was usually called, entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where
he made his vows on September 21, 1948. After doing his philosophy at
Kimmage, he prefected for two years at Rathmines before taking theology at
Kimmage. He was ordained on July 15, 1956 at Dublin.
In 1957 he went to Kenya to work in the Diocese of Mombasa-Zanzibar. We find
him there as an assistant at Taveta and some years later as its pastor.
In 1975 he was transferred to Wema on the Tana river. It was a small station,
where Catholics numbered less than 1,000 among 12,000 Protestants in a total
population of some 60,000. He did much work there toward the development of the
area and the evangelization of the people. Three years later, he was assigned to
Tave ta as its pastor.
In 1980 the Congregation took up work among the Pokot people in the Nakuru
diocese. The Pokot are a semi-nomadic tribe in the arid north of Kenya. Some
Pokot cultivate com at the foot of the Chirangani hills, while others roam around in
the Rift Valley floor with their goats and cattle. East Pokot, where the Spiritans went
to work is the least fertile part of Kenya and to survive there the Pokot have to move
around in search of grass, roots and water.
Gerry, Fr. Sean McGovern and Fr. John Kevin became the founders of the new
missionary venture. In 1981 he selected Barbello as his station. He was happy
when the following year four Sisters from Mexico and the U.S.A. came to assist
him. Obviously, given the primitive stage of the entire area, much of the work
consisted in helping to develop services to the people by securing reliable
watering places and better grass for the animals, establishing a medical center and
mobile clinics for the people, and building a central school at Barbello to which little
units in the outlying area were attached. Evangelization also got underway, but the
station's church remains an open air affair in a circle of stones, until the people can
construct a native-style church building. In 1993 three stations were manned by
Irish Spiritans and two confreres from the East Africa Province of the Congregation.
And Fr. Gerry was still one of them.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; Spiritan Missionary News October, 1992, 20f-23
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Fr. Theo SLAATS NETHERLANDS
* November 3, 1930 Eindhoven, N.B.
He did his classical studies at Weert, 1943-50, and made his vows on September
7, 1951 at Gennep. After doing his philosophy at Gernert, he was sent to Rome for
theology and earned a S.T.L. On September 23, 1956 he was ordained at Gernert.
Assigned to the Diocese of Morogoro in 1957, he was initiated to Africa at
Kisanga, a small pori mission, for one year and then at the busy parish in Matombo
for three years. In 1961 he became dean of studies at Morogoro's senior seminary,
where he taught also for two years.
When this seminary merged into that at Kipalapala, he was appointed director of
Social Works and of Catechetics for the diocese. He held this position for six years.
The social works involved development projects which went beyond the traditional
areas of education and health. The catechetical part of his function meant not only
supervision of catechists, but also involvement in drawing up a syllabus of religious
instruction for secondary schools. He became a member of the team chosen by the
bishops of Tanzania for the development of this syllabus.
In 1971 Bp. Adrian Mkoba made him his secretary, but before the year was over,
Bp. James Sangu, of Mbeya, managed to secure his services. This bishop was a
very busy man, being chairman of the Tanzanian Episcopal Conference, a member
of AMECEA and of SECAM (Continental Episcopal Conferences of Africa) until
1976 and then of Car Unum and Caritas lnternationalis, while also being a member
of the International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC), a consulter to the
Congregation for the evangelization of Peoples in Rome, etc. Thus, he badly
needed a competent secretary, one who could write his speeches, prepare his
meetings and run the diocesan administration during the bishop's frequent
absences.
By 1993 he had served the bishop as a secretary for 22 years. At the same time
he was also pastor of the Mwanjelwa parish he had founded in 1971. He held this
position till 1983 and then continued to serve as an assistant there.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. Lorean J. O'TOOLE IRELAND KEN
* April 23, 1929 Dublin
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 21, 1948. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and earned a B.A.,
Honors, and a Higher Diploma in Education. He also prefected for one year at
Blackrock. In the final year of his theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July
15, 1956 in Dublin.
Assigned to the Kenya district in 1957, he worked in the Archdiocese of Nairobi in
the area that later became the Diocese of Machakos. He taught a Kiteta's
Teachers Training College, while also being dean of studies and, from 1967 on,
the school's principal. He expanded its facilities by adding a dormitory and
classrooms. In 1971 the school began to accept also ladies as students. At that
time, however, the government wanted the school to be closed and in 1972 it
prevailed. The buildings, however, were utilized to open the Muthethani Girls
School.
He was then transferred to Kabaa, the famous school built by Fr. Michael Witte,
and served there till 1979 as its headmaster. As many of its buildings were in bad
repair, he replaced three dormitories, and added classrooms and a new dining
room. Its old church, dating from 1915, likewise, was replaced by a new one in
1974.
In 1980 he became rector of the Pope Paul VI Junior Seminary in Machakos, and
three years later its bursar. He continued to reside there when in 1986 he was
placed in charge of the sub-parish in Kataloni. During the six years he served this
place, he built the new mission of Makaveti, with a priest's residence and five small
churches in the area served by it. They developed so well that they are currently in
the process of becoming themselves new centers.
In 1992 he was transferred to the Masii mission.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and Nairobi
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Fr. Sean DUKE 58 IRELAND IRL KEN
*
1929 Lucan, Co. Dublin

+ May 8, 1988 Lushangoni, Kenya

He entered the Congregation in 1946 at Kilshane and made his vows there in
1947. His senior studies at Kimmage and the University College of Dublin were
interrupted by two years of prefecting at Blackrock. On July 14, 1957 he was
ordained in Dublin.
The following year he went to Kenya, where he served consecutively in the
Diocese of Mombasa on the teaching staff of St. George High School in Giriama,
St. Mary's Seminary in Kwale and St. Mary's High School in Lushangoni. In 1983
he became rector of St. Mary's Seminary and five years later he returned to
Lushangoni as the school's headmaster.
Wholly dedicated to his educational ministry, he was known as a work horse at
his job. He promoted sports beyond the confines of his schools and served as
chief timekeeper at most important athletic events in Kenya, including the All Africa
Games in 1986.
On May 8, 1988 he set out by car for his regular round of Sunday celebrations of
the Eucharist in the outstations attached to Lushangoni. Somehow, he veered off
the road and his vehicle tumbled some 50 meters before lying still. He died from
his injuries.
His kindness, unpretentiousness and simplicity of lifestyle earned him high
esteem from those with whom he came in contact.
IBN May8
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Fr. Simon J. MAHINDA TANZANIA TZA
* January 5, 1925 Mgeta
He was ordained as a diocesan priest at Morogoro on March 19, 1953 and
entered the Congregation at Gennep in 1957. He made his vows there on
September 8, 1958.
Returning to the Diocese of Morogoro in the same year, he served at Vidunda
and Tangeni.
In 1968 he was incardinated in the Morogoro diocese.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. John M. JOYNER USA TZA
• November 5, 1930 New York
A Cornwells graduate, 1947-51, he made his vows at Ridgefield on August 22,
1952. He did his senior studies at Ferndale, where he was ordained on June 4,
1957.
In 1958 he went to the Kilimanjaro district and served there for five years in the
Diocese of Moshi. We find him listed at Kilema as an assistant in 1961.
Returning to the U.S.A. he ministered to African-American parishes in Arlington,
VA, and Philadelphia.
He left the Congregation in June 1966.
SWWW766
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Fr. John F. O'GRADY 48 USA TZA USA
• June 24, 1928 Rochester, NY

+ January 28, 1977 Ferndale

His family sent him back to Ireland for grade school, 1935-40, but he entered the
Congregation at Ridgefield in 1944 and made his vows there on August 22, 1952.
In the final year of his theology studies at Ferndale he was ordained there on June
4, 1957.
In 1958 he journeyed to the Kilimanjaro district, where he served as a staff
member of the junior seminary in Kilema Chini. His health, however, was so frail
that the had to return to the U.S.A. three years later.
He still tried to teach at various Spiritan schools, but was frequently unable to do
so because of his infirmities. The same happened when he endeavored to engage
in ministry.
In 1971 the doctors diagnosed an inoperable brain tumor as the cause of his
many ailments. His final years were spent in the Ferndale infirmary.
CSSp Newsletter USA-East February 1977; SWWW 1023
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Fr. Mortimer F. KANE USA TZA
* February 26, 1929 Lynbrook, NY
He had attended Georgetown University and Duquesne, earning a B.Sc. before
he made his vows at Ridgefield on August 22, 1952. In the final year of his
theology at Ferndale he was ordained there on June 7, 1956.
In 1958 he was assigned to the Kilimanjaro district. He taught there for seven
years in the Moshi diocese, first at Umbwe's Secondary School and then at St.
James Junior Seminary. In 1965 he went to the Arusha diocese, but he returned
two years later to Moshi. He did missionary and pastoral work at Kishimundu for
six years, first as an assistant and then as the local head of that mission.
In 1972 he was switched again to the Arusha diocese to undertake the
evangelization of the Maasai at the newly opened mission in Endulen. A few years
later he became its director. After a short stay at Monduli he went in 1977 to Usa
River, where the East Africa Province of the Congregation had opened a novitiate
and was preparing to open its senior seminary. He became rector of that seminary.
From 1982 on we find him back again in Maasai territory at Kisungu. In 1992 he
was listed at the Catholic Center in Enkikarret.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Raymond M. BUCHLER USA TZA USA
* May 5, 1931 Philadelphia
He attended Cornwells, 1945-51, and was professed on August 22, 1952 at
Ridgefield. In the last year of his senior studies at Ferndale he was ordained there
on June 4, 1957.
After one year of pastoral studies at Duquesne, he went in 1958 to the
Kilimanjaro district. We find him listed there serving as an assistant at Kwizu and
then at Kijungu, where he became pastor from 1966 on. From 1972 on he was
listed as in charge of the Endulen mission until his appointment to the Arusha
seminary three years later.
Ill health sent him to the U.S.A. in 1975, but one year later he could return to
Tanzania, where he had done "a very good job." He taught again at the Arusha
Junior Seminary in Oldonyo Sambu.
In 1979 he went back to the U.S.A. and soon after left the Congregation.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Frits VERSTEIJNEN 61 NETHERLANDS TZA
+ June 13, 1992 Berg en Dal, NL
* October 2, 1930 Leende N.B.
He attended the junior seminary in Weert, 1945-51, and made his vows on
September 7, 1952 at Gennep. In the final year of his theology at Gernert, he was
ordained there on July 21, 1957.
In the fall of the following year he flew to East Africa to serve in the Diocese of
Morogoro. Virtually his entire life there was spent in Bagamoyo. He taught at its
junior seminary until it was transferred to Morogoro in 1969. It was a red letter day
for him when in 1970 he could take over the pastoral care of that town. While his
parishioners in that small and mostly Islamic town did not cause him much trouble,
he had others problems to deal with.
These went back to the foundation of the old Bagamoyo mission, predating the
German and British colonial powers. Records of that early period were scarce in
government offices and thus it came about that the Tanzanian government began
to claim ownership of the land and some of the buildings erected by the mission.
He quietly and competently researched the mission's own records and finally
succeeded in convincing the government that the mission's titles where quite
legitimate. Some lands, however, were freely ceded to the government.
Although Bagamoyo was no longer what it used to be in its glory days of
yesteryear, it was and remains the "Mother of All Churches" in East Africa. Having
a good sense of history, he set up a mission museum to preserve and demonstrate
Bagamoyo's historical role for posterity In the process he built up an impressive
collection of documents and wrote several small but competent works on the topic.
That museum now receives some 6,000 visitors, both tourists and scholars, each
year.
Meanwhile the town itself also has undergone a revival. Its population increased
to some 26,000 of whom 1,000 are Catholics, 3,000 Protestants and the remainder
Mohammedans. And the parish is no longer a dispirited tiny minority but a vibrant
center of lay involvement in Christian living.
After 33 years in Africa, he was struck by an incurable disease. Returning to
Holland, he suffered very much for some 17 months, without ever asking; "Why
me?" He will be remembered as a congenial confrere and as a pastor whose sole
concern went out to other people.
Spinet 47r7 and 8
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Fr. Denis BLACKLEDGE GREAT BRITAIN
* December 30, 1928 Liverpool

USA

Struck by tuberculosis, he had spent three and one half years in a sanatorium
before he could make his vows on June 22, 1952 in Paris. In the final year of his
senior seminary studies at Upton Hall he was ordained there on June 7, 1957.
The following year he journeyed to the Kenya district. After being initiated to
Africa at Kwale, where he taught in the junior seminary of the Mombasa diocese,
he undertook missionary work in two locations.
Illness forced him to go back to England in 1964, but he could return to Mombasa
six months later. He was then attached to Holy Spirit Cathedral, while also serving
as chaplain to the British and American naval vessels that came to the harbor.
In 1970 he was able to take up missionary work again at Taru. It became his
post of predilection. Situated in the desert, it served some 50,000 semi-nomadic
Urdurumi people, who scratched a tenuous living from their flocks of goats and
sheep. They helped him build a church there, as well as a convent and a
dispensary.
Then illness struck him again. In 1976 he left Kenya and went to the U.S.A.,
where his brother Michael was pastor of a parish in Eldorado, Kansas. His health
slowly improved there, but to his dismay the doctors did not allow him to return to
his beloved Taru. He then took up a hospital chaplaincy and devoted his
remaining years to this form of ministry. He was still doing this in 1993.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Br. Wilfridus (Gerard) KUSTER 80 NETHERLANDS NL CAM F TZA
+ October 8, 1991 Gennep
• January 11, 1911 Rotterdam
He had become an instrument maker at the Royal Dutch Airlines (KLM) before he
entered the Baarle Nassau novitiate in 1934. He made his vows there on June 26,
1936. After three more years of training in iron works, he could sail for Cameroon
in 1939.
He worked there in the Yaounde vicariate till 1947 and then five more years in the
Doume vicariate. As a mechanic and smith, it was his task to keep cars and trucks
in good condition and to see to it that the machinery in the carpenter shop
functioned properly.
He then spent six years in Paris, looking after maintenance problems in the
Mother House of the Congregation.
In 1958 he could return to Africa, but this time in the Diocese of Morogoro. He
functioned there in construction work at Morogoro and later at Maskati. In this
place he was told to supervise also the coffee plantation, a type of occupation for
which he felt, and was indeed, not qualified.
While on leave in 1964, he was retained and "lent" out to the French province for
jobs at various locations.
When in 1975 his asthma became a serious problem, he returned to Holland and
went into retirement. He died of a heart attack in an ambulance while being
transferred from a small hospital to a larger one.
The thread interconnecting the various phases of his life was his unfailing
willingness to be of service to all, regardless of what they wanted of him. He was
not only technically well-trained, except in agriculture, but also artistically gifted.
Spinet 46/11
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Fr. Leo van KESSEL NETHERLANDS TZA
+ December 3, 1931 Haarlem, N.H.
He did his classical studies at Weert, 1945-51, and made his vows on March 1,
1953 at Gernert. In the fourth year of his theology study at Gernert, he was
ordained there on September 22, 1957. He then did his pastoral year of study at
Louvain.
In 1959 he was assigned to the Morogoro diocese and taught for four years at the
Bagamoyo Junior Seminary. He then took up the catechetical program of the
Tanzanian Episcopal Conference and went to reside at the Benedictine Abbey in
Ndanda. Thereafter he pursued that project wherever he went, including the time
he was stationed at Bigwa as chaplain to the Sisters' novitiate. There he
coordinated the writing of primary school religious instruction books for the
bishops' conference.
Even when he was made principal superior of the Spiritans in the Bagamoyo
district and resided at Kirakala, his catechetical work continued unabated.
The 1993 directory still lists him as busy with that program and residing again at
Ndanda.
Arch. CSSp Gernert
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Fr. John F. McMANUS GREAT BRITAIN KEN IRL
* October 11 , 1930 London
He did his secondary studies at Blackrock and Rockwell and was professed on
September 8, 1951 at Kilshane. After doing his philosophy at Kimmage, he
prefected for two years at Blackrock. In the final year of his theology at Kimmage,
he was ordained on July 13, 1958 at Clonliffe.
The following year he went to Kenya. He did missionary and pastoral work in the
Archdiocese of Nairobi. We find him listed as stationed at Kiteta in 1965, at Mwala
in 1966, at Mbooni in 1967 and in the new diocese of Machakos in 1969.
In 1977 he returned to Ireland. He taught there at Blackrock's junior school,
served as chaplain to the Irish Army and performed other pastoral duties. From
1985 on he resided at Kimmage, doing replacement ministry and working in the
promotion office.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Francis Brendan HEERAN IRELAND KEN
* February 8, 1931 Comagan, Co. Latrim
Brendan, as he was usually called, entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where
he made his vows on September 8, 1950. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and
earned a B.A. at the university before prefecting for one year at Blackrock. In the
final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 14, 1957 at Clonliffe.
Assigned to Kenya, he arrived there in 1959 and went to work in an area of the
Nairobi archdiocese that later became the Machakos diocese. He taught there at
Kanzalu's intermediate school while also serving as its headmaster.
Three years later he went to nearby Tata to open a new secondary school, while
also being in charge of the new mission established there. Apart from the years
1964-69, when he was at Kabaa as headmaster of its high school, he remained in
the Tala area until 1989. He built its church and school, as well as six permanent
chapels in outlying parts of his territory. Most of the physical labor, of course, was,
as usual, performed by the people of these locations.
In 1986 he was asked to develop the Ngunga part of the Tata mission into a new
center. He built its main church and eight chapels in outlying areas and a
dispensary in Ngunga itself.
In 1989 he was transferred to Machakos and opened there the St. Joseph's
Pastoral Center.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and Nairobi
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Fr. Hugh J. O'REILLY IRELAND KEN IRL
* September 2, 1930 Milltown, Co. Cavin
He studied at Rathmines before making his vows at Kilshane on September 8,
1950. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and prefected at Kimmage and Blackrock
while also earning a B.A., honors, at the university. In the final year of his theology
at Kimmage he was ordained on July 13, 1958 at Clonliffe. Later he would
complete his education with several other diplomas.
Assigned to the Kenya district in 1959, he taught for six years at Kiteta's Teachers
Training School. After one year as secretary to the bishop, he taught at
Kilimanbogo's Teachers Training School.
His final assignment in Kenya was to the Mwala mission in 1969.
Returning to Ireland in 1970, he taught at the Congregation's colleges at
Blackrock, Templeogue and Rathmines. He became superior of the Rathmines
community in 1981. When his term of office was over, he went to join the staff of
Blackrock.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Gerard J. TANNAM IRELAND TZA NGA IT GB CAN
* May 22, 1929 Dublin
A Rathmines graduate, he made his vows on September 8, 1948 at Kilshane. He
studied philosophy at Kimmage and went to Fribourg, SW, for theology. He was
ordained there on July 4, 1957. When his education was completed he had
earned a M.A., a Higher Diploma in Education and a S.T.D.
Assigned to St. Francis College in Pugu, near Dar-es-Salaam, in 1959, he taught
there for three years.
In 1962 he was transferred to Nigeria to teach at the Bigard Memorial Seminary
in Enugu. After the Biafran War he spent one year at the Generalate in Rome and
then went to teach theology at the London Missionary institute for three years.
In 1974 we find him as university chaplain in Canada at York and Kingston. From
1984 on he was mostly involved in parish ministry.
Arch. CS Sp Toronto
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Fr. Richard M. WOULFE IRELAND GMB KEN
* December 9, 1919 Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick
A Rockwell graduate, he made his vows on September 10, 1938 at Kilshane. He
began his philosophy at Kimmage, prefected at Rockwell and earned a B.A. at the
University College of Dublin. In the final year of his theology at Kimmage he was
ordained on July 13, 1947 at Clonliffe.
In 1948 he went to Gambia, doing pastoral work at Banjul for eleven years.
Tuberculosis sent him to Montana for a short stay in 1958.
The following year he was reassigned to the Kenya district. He taught there for
eight years at Kilimanbogo's Teachers Training College.
In 1969 he went to Nairobi and began working among non-Christian Asians
living in Kenya. He continued this kind of work into the 1990s.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James Brendan O'BRIEN IRELAND KEN
August 7, 1924 Miltown, Mulby
He made his vows at Kilshane on September 8, 1942, did his senior seminary
studies at Kimmage and was ordained on July 16, 1950 at Clonliffe.
The following year he journeyed to Kenya, where for four decades he served in
what became the Archdiocese of Nairobi. After teaching for two years at the
secondary school in Riara, near Kiambu, he took up pastoral duties there and in
Lioki.
From 1956 on he taught at Kilimanbogo's Teachers Training College, where
from 1959 till 1970 he also served as headmaster. In 1971 he went to the Queen of
Apostles Junior Seminary in Lioki, becoming its rector in 1972.
Three years later he returned to Riara, Kiambu, this time as vocations director for
the archdiocese. He held this position for five years. From 1980 on he did pastoral
work, first at Riara till 1983, then at Spring Valley, Nairobi, till 1985 and at Kalimoni
till 1990.
In 1990 he was transferred to the Mombasa diocese as guest master at St.
Brendan's Rest House, while also doing duty as chaplain to the Kenya Naval Base
at Mtongwe.
Arch. CSSp Nairobi

563

SECTION THREE: THE PERIOD FROM 1960 TO 1993

565
MAIN EVENTS OF POLITICAL IMPORTANCE
1961 ff.

KENYA holds its first general election in 1961 and achieves internal selfgovernment in 1962 under Joma Kenyatta as prime minister. It becomes
a republic in 1963 with Kenyatta as its first president. No major
disturbances accompany the transition.
TANGANYIKA achieves internal self-rule in May 1961 and in December
1962 becomes an independent republic under Julius Nyerere as its first
president.
ZANZIBAR becomes independent in December 1963, but in April 1964
joins Tanganyika to become together the Republic of TANZANIA with
Nyerere as its first president. No major disturbances accompany the
transition.
UGANDA achieves independence in October 1962, but shows no
stability. Half a dozen presidents, including the infamous ldi Amin, are
successively ousted until in 1986 Yoweri Gaguta Museveni assumes the
presidency. Slowly the ruined country could begin to recover. His
regime proves to be stable and he still governs in 1993.

1967

In TANZANIA the Arusha declaration establishes guidelines for building
a socialist society. Its program is strengthened in 1975 to establish
UJAMAA villages, forcing people to abandon their traditional habitations
in favor of government-sponsored villages. The idealistic program fails
and is gradually abandoned.

1978

In KENYA after the death of Kenyatta in 1978 there is an orderly
succession of the new President Daniel arap Mai.

1982

In KENYA junior officers of the Air Force attempt a coup; they are
backed by university students. Looting and violence follow, especially
against shops and residences of Indians. The coup fails because the
Army remains loyal to the government. Nonetheless, the coup
shows
that not all is well and that grossly underpaid and unemployed
workers feel their human dignity disregarded by society.

1985

In TANZANIA after the retirement of Julius Nyerere there is an orderly
succession of the new President Ali Hassan Mwinyi.
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SOME MAJOR EVENTS AND TRENDS IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1960-93 Bp. Laurian RUGAMBWA of Bukoba, TZA, becomes first African Cardinal
in March 1960. Through division of the existing dioceses the Holy See
creates 26 new dioceses or circumscriptions in East Africa, so that by
1991 there are 15 dioceses in Kenya, 29 in Tanzania and 15 in Uganda
for a total of 59.
In particular, the Archdiocese of Nairobi cedes territory to form the
dioceses of Ngong, Machakos, Kitui and Garissa, that of Mombasa, to
Zanzibar and that of Moshi, to Arusha and Same.
In 1969 the Holy See abolishes the jus commisionis, by which vicariates
and dioceses had been entrusted to missionary institutes for
development. It was another big step toward bringing former mission
territories in line with the status of regular dioceses throughout the world.
At the same time it meant that all diocesan facilities were owned henceforth by their bishops, but not of course as their personal property. Like
other institutes, the Spiritans suddenly found themselves without any
house that they could call their own. It was therefore decided to open
district houses for them in Nairobi, Morogoro and Arusha.
1961

The AMECEA, Association of Episcopal Conferences of Eastern Africa,
is founded to arrive at common policies with respect to common
concerns, such as priestly formation, ecumenism and religious
instruction.

1963 ff

EDUCATION. The new independent African governments take control
of the schools, hitherto mostly operated by religious organizations. In
East Africa, however, the governments continue to favor religious
instruction in the schools. One good result of this is that many Christian
denominations developed ecumenical syllabuses with respect to
common Christian values. Attendance at religion classes is not
compulsory, but can be very high: a Kenya report states that 90% of the
pupils in secondary schools freely attend them and sit for the
examination at the end of their studies.
URBANIZATION. As far too many people flock to the cities in search of
non-existent jobs, shanty towns spring up around them. In the Nairobi
area alone one and one half million people have settled. The church's
apostolate tries to come to the aid of these people with their wretched
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housing, scanty wages, unemployment and uprootedness in their new
environment.
SEPARATIST CHURCHES. The phenomenon of separatist churches
becomes widespread: some 200 of them exist in Kenya alone. Some
are very small, others have fairly large memberships. Many of them
appear to have been founded as a response to some neglected aspect
of Christianity, such as the fellowship, the concern for each other, that
used to be the hallmark of primitive Christianity.
SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES. The lay apostolate flourishes,
especially in connection with the small Christian communities; they make
the people aware of their baptismal commitment to spread the Good
News and to live it by their love for one another.
1970

EAST AFRICA PROVINCE. Following the example set by Irish Spiritans
in Nigeria, in the 1950s, the Congregation decided to start foundations in
Africa (and elsewhere) that could develop into future autonomous
provinces in Angola, Central Africa, West Africa, Zaire, Southern Africa
and East Africa.
Regarding East Africa, as early as the 1870s some Africans had been
admitted to the Congregation as postulant Brothers and as candidates
for the priesthood. They were sent to France for further training, but the
climate proved to be unsuitable. Two died after making their vows and
the others had to be sent back to Africa to save their lives. Of these only
one Br. Philip Mzuako had made his vows in 1875 and remained with us
till 1885.
When
the Congregation resumed its efforts to form an African clergy, it
booked success especially in the Moshi diocese, where the first
diocesan priest could be ordained in 1939. In the next fifty years 143
priests could be ordained for the diocese and in that half century only
four of them became drop-outs from the ministry.
In the 1950s
four Moshi priests and one candidate who was not yet
ordained joined the Congregation as members of the USA-Province. At
their urging, the Spiritans decided to set up a foundation in East Africa
that could develop into a future province of their own. By 1972 there
were 15 candidates in senior seminaries to show that the foundation
showed viability.
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As time went on the necessary facilities were built: a junior seminary at
Usa River, a philosophicum at Njiro Hill, a novitiate at Magamba and in
Kenya a house for theology studies at Langata, near Nairobi.
In 1989 the foundation became a regular autonomous province on a par
with all other Spiritan provinces. Its members work not only in Tanzania,
Kenya and Uganda, but also in Zambia, Zaire and recently in Congo,
Senegal, Guinea-Bissau and even in Europe and America.
The latest statistics show 85 Spiritans for whom East Africa is their
province of origin. Thirty young men in philosophy and 11 novices augur
well for the future. While most members of the province are Tanzanians,
there are also a good number of Kenyans, Ugandians and some other
nationalities. There are also a few other African Spiritans who for
various reasons belong to other provinces of the Congregation.
SOME CENTENNIALS AND OVER
1962

Centennial of the Catholic Mission of Zanzibar, opened by Spiritans.

1968

Centennial of first Catholic
Spiritans at Bagamoyo.

1978

Centennial of White Fathers' caravan toward the interior from Bagamoyo.

1981

Three hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Martyrs of Mombasa, who
preferred to die rather than give up the faith in 1631.

1989

Centennial of the first Catholic mission in Kenya established by the
Spiritans at Kisi on the Tana River in Kenya.

1990

Centennial of the first Catholic mission among the Chagga in the
Kilimanjaro region of Tanzania at Kilema, Moshi diocese.

mission on the mainland, opened by

Other missions that celebrated centennials were those of Mhonda
(1877), Mandera (1881 ), Morogoro (1882), Tununguo (1884), llonga
(1886), Sura (1892) and Kibosho (1893), all of them founded by Spiritan
missionaries. To these must be added in Uganda Rubaga (1879),
Bikira (1892), Kashozi (1892) and in Tanzania Bukumbi (1883), Tabora
(1886), Karema (1885), Kirando (1888) and Kala (1892), all of them
founded by White Fathers.
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SOME STATISTICS:
Statistics for Spiritan areas in East Africa in 1960
Personnel
priests CSSp
diocesan
other
Brothers CSSp
other
Sisters exp.
African
catechists
teachers
sr. seminarians
jr. seminarians

Nairobi

Mombasa*

Morogoro

Moshi

Total

59
22

92
3
6
5
2
153
15
190
1,064
12
150

34
1
0
2
0
17
25
84
297
0
0

73
22
2
19
3
64
57
307
267
20
153

8
25
24
164
419
317
32
62

258
48
8
34
30
105
261
1,000
1,945
64
265

Schools
primary
higher

244
87

81
22

171
12

79
19

575
140

Students
primary
higher

40,000
11,000

8,000
2,400

15,ooo1,200

14,000+
3,000

77,000
39,000

Catholics
163,000
(catechumens included)

39,000*

170,000

168,000

540,000

Population

708,000*

525,000

700,000

2,813,000

880,000

* exclusive of Zanzibar, 3,700 Catholics in 250,000 Islamic population
- exclusive of 5,400 in 166 bush schools
+ exclusive of 10,000 in 221 bush schools
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General 1960 statistics for Catholic Church in East Africa
Kenya
Tanzania
Uganda

Catholics
749,000
1,259,000
1,670,000
3,678,000

Total

percent
11.5%
13.6%
27.8%
15%

total population
est. 6,500,000
est. 9,200,000
est. 6,000,000
est. 21,700,000

General 1991 Statistics for Catholic Church in East Africa
1991
Kenya
Tanzania
Uganda

Diocesan
priests

Religious
priests*

Catholics
number

Total
population

Percentages
Cath. Christians

423
936
909

539
554
325

4,720,000
4,540,000
6,434,000

22,650,000
21,460,000
14,991,000

21%
60%
21 % est. 33-42%
43%
63%

* Religious priests include both expatriates and non-diocesan Africans.
A comparison of the 1960 and 1991 general statistics shows that the total
population figures for 1960 were most likely greatly underestimated.
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Fr. Adrien T. HEBERT USA TZA USA
* April 29, 1931 Acushmet, MA
A Cornwells graduate, 1946-53, he made his vows at Ridgefield on August 22,
1954. In the final year of his theology studies at Ferndale he was ordained there
on June 4, 1958. He then did one year of pastoral studies at Duquesne.
In 1960 he went to the Kilimanjaro district and served in the Diocese of Moshi for
ten years. He taught at St. James Junior Seminary at Kilema Chini and from 1964
on we find him listed at Kishimundu, first as an assistant and then as in charge of
that mission.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1970 he did additional studies at the University of
Ottawa, Canada. In 1976 he could go back to Tanzania. He became rector of the
junior seminary of the Arusha diocese at Oldonyo Sambu. In 1984 we find him
teaching at the Spiritan seminary in Usa River. From 1987 on he served as pastor
at Kikatiti. The 1993 directory lists him as pastor at Monduli.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. William J. JACKSON USA TZA ETH
* February 21, 1930 Pittsburgh

USA

He attended Cornwells, 1948-51, and made his vows at Ridgefield on August 22,
1952. In the final year of his theology at Ferndale he was ordained there on June
4, 1958. Meanwhile he had also earned a B.A. He then did one year of pastoral
theology at Duquesne.
In 1960 he was assigned to the Kilimanjaro district. He served there in Monduli,
doing first evangelization work in that Maasai mission that was then directed by Fr.
Eugene Hillman and after him by Fr. Ed Kelly. In 1970 he was assigned to the new
Maasai mission at Endulen.
When in 1972 the American and Dutch Spiritans undertook another primary
evangelization mission among the Borana in Ethiopia, he belonged to the team
that went to work there.
One year later he suffered a severe stroke that put an end to his ministry.
Returning to the U.S.A., he resided in the Pittsburgh area and later in the retirement
community in Florida.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. James TOUT USA TZA
* July 6, 1932 Buffalo, NY
He attended Cornwells till 1952 and made his profession at Ridgefield on
September 17, 1953. He was ordained on July 25, 1958 at Ferndale, where he
had done his senior studies.
In 1960 he was assigned to the Kilimanjaro district. He taught there in the
Diocese of Moshi at the St. Patrick's Teachers Training School, Singa Chini.
Seven years later he returned to the U.S.A. and left the Congregation in 1969.
SWWW858
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Fr. Patrick J. COYNE IRELAND KEN USA IRL
* February 21, 1931 Milltown, Cloonrane, Co. Mayo
A Blackrock graduate, 1944-49, he made his vows at Kilshane on September 8,
1950. He earned a B.A. at the university and prefected for one year at Blackrock
while earning a Higher Diploma in Education in 1954. He then did his senior
studies at Kimmage and was ordained on July 12, 1959 at Clonliffe.
Assigned to the Kenya district in 1960, he taught for ten years at Kilimanbogo's
Teachers Training College. After two more years of teaching at Githunguri's
Secondary School, he became director of the Catholic Bookshop in Nairobi. His
final appointment was as bursar at St. Mary's School in the same city.
In 1977 he went to California and served there for twelve years, doing parish
work. In 1989 he returned to Ireland and became director of fundraising.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Brian T. O'ROURKE IRELAND TZA ZMB CAN
* April 24, 1933 Dublin
A Rathmines graduate, he made his vows on March 8, 1952 at Kimmage. He
earned a B.A., Honors, at the university and did his philosophy at Kimmage. Found
to be tubercular, he was sent to the sanatorium in Montana, SW, and began his
theology studies there. He continued them at the University of Fribourg, earning a
S.T.L. magna cum laude in 1960. Meanwhile he had also earned a M.A., Honors,
in English. On July 19, 1959 he was ordained in Fribourg.
In 1960 he flew to East Africa, having been assigned to the Kilimanjaro district.
After teaching for three years in the Diocese of Moshi at the Secondary School in
Umbwe, he went to the Morogoro diocese to teach at its Teachers Training School
at Kingurunyembe. Two years later, he returned to Moshi and taught at Umbwe's
Secondary School. From there he went to Zambia, teaching for two years at
Mazabuka's Secondary School. In 1974 he was appointed to teach moral
theology at the regional senior seminary of Kipalapala in the Archdiocese of
Tabora.
After attending postgraduate courses at the Catholic Theological Union in
Chicago in 1976, he went to Montreal, working as a chaplain and mission promoter
for three years.
In 1981 he returned to Tanzania and was attached to the Spiritan Senior
Seminary of the Oldonyo Sambu extension seminary for catechetical formation in
the Arusha diocese.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Robert J. DEADMAN KENYA KEN
* August 6, 1931 Nairobi
A graduate of St. Mary's School in his hometown, he made his vows at Kilshane
on September 8, 1951. After doing his philosophy and earning two bachelor's
degrees, honors, he prefected for two years at Rockwell and Rathmines, earning a
Higher Diploma in Education. Sent to Rome for theology, he earned a S.T.L.
Meanwhile he had been ordained at Clonliffe on July 10, 1960.
The following year he went to Kenya and served as principal of the secondary
school at Muhohe in the Archdiocese of Nairobi. In 1966 he entered the Cistercian
monastery at Lumbwa.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Bartholemew J. EGAN IRELAND KEN USA AUS
• September 2, 1932 Dublin
A Blackrock graduate, 1946-51, he made his vows on September 14, 1952 at
Kilshane. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and prefected for two years at
Blackrock. In the final year of his theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July
12, 1959 at Clonliffe.
The following year he went to the Kenya district and worked there for five years in
the Diocese of Mombasa-Zanzibar. 1967 he went to Alaska and did pastoral work
in the Diocese of Anchorage. These were followed by two years in Australia's
Diocese of Adelaide.
In 1972 he joined the Irish Spiritans in Long Island, NY. After doing some studies
in pastoral counselling at Iona College, he engaged in ministry in parishes and as
a hospital chaplain. He still served as such in 1993.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Bernard Kevin CAREY IRELAND KEN IRL USA
• June 23, 1931 Dublin
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1950. After doing his philosophy at the University College of Dublin,
earning a B.A., he prefected for two years at Rockwell and Kimmage. In the final
year of his theology at Kimmage he was ordained at Clonliffe.
In 1960 he journeyed to Kenya to serve in the Diocese of Mombasa. He did
parish ministry in various places for six years and then followed a special course at
the catechetical center in Mwanza to prepare himself for assuming responsibility for
the catechist training center at Sura. He served there from 1966 till 1974. In that
year he became diocesan director of religious education in Mombasa.
Returning to Ireland in 1975, he did pastoral ministry there until in 1980 he went
to the U.S.A. and served as a pastor in North Dakota. In 1993 he took up ministry
in Florida.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF NAMES WITH ENTRY NUMBER, YEAR OF ARRIVAL IN
EAST AFRICA AND PLACE OF BIRTH:
Entry

ACKER, Fr. Amandus
ADRABO, Fr. Festo A.
ADRICHEM, Fr. Piet van
AERTS, Fr. Gerard
AGUILAR TORNER, Fr. Jose
AHERNE, Fr. John N.
AL, Fr. Cornelis J.
ALBRECHT, Fr. Fran9ois
ALLGEYER, Sp. Emile
ANDRIESSEN, Fr. Jan
ARIGHO, Fr. Desmond J.
ASSENGA, Fr. Peter S.
ASSENGA, Fr. Renatus J.
ASSEY, Fr. John Joseph
ASSMANN, Fr. Augustine
AUDREN, Fr. Jean-Marie

-A -

-B-

BABU, Fr. Joseph J.
BACHER, Fr. Anthony A.
BAKER, Fr. Edward J.
BALL, Fr. Jean
BALTHASAR, Fr. Alphonse
BAL THASAR, Fr. Charles
BALTHASAR, Br. Hyginus (Joseph)
BANNON, Fr. Mel
BARENDSE, Br. Anscharius or Gerard (Willem)
BARNEVELD, Fr. Herman van
BARRETT, Fr. James
BARRON, Fr. Thomas J.
BASCIO, Fr. Patrick A.
BASTIAANSSEN, Br. Nicephorus (Piet)
BAUER, Br. Bernhard or Bernd (Ludwig)
BAUR, Fr. Edouard
BAYO, Fr. Valentine P.
BECKER, Br. Reinhold (Emile)

NQ_

Yfil!r:

Origin

27
871
447
714
839
568
572
236
130
723
785
879
880
946
309
164

1875
1986
1938
1961
1979
1948
1949
1911
1897
1962
1969
1987
1987
1993
1925
1903

Alsace
Uganda
Netherlands
Netherlands
Spain
Ireland
Netherlands
Alsace
Alsace
Netherlands
Ireland
Tanzania
Tanzania
Tanzania?
Germany
France

599
557
411
114
160
272
76
473
287
575
547
727
663
421
371
2
877
233

1950
1947
1936
1894
1902
1919
1897
1940
1923
1949
1947
1962
1956
1937
1934
1863
1987
1911

Tanzania
Slovakia
USA
Alsace
Alsace
Alsace
Alsace
Ireland
Netherlands
Netherlands
Ireland
Ireland
USA
Netherlands
Germany
Alsace
Tanzania
Germany
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OMISSIONS

Fr. Basil DE WINTON GREAT BRITAIN NGA TZA GB
* September 20, 1912 Burwash (Archdiocese of Southwark)
He made his vows on September 8, 1946 at Cellule, France. Sent to Switzerland
for theology, he was ordained there on July 23, 1950.
The following year he received his first appointment to Benue, where he labored
for many years. We find him listed in particular as director of the Udie mission in
1961 and as principal of a secondary school at Okobolo in 1968.
In 1971 he was transferred to the Kilimanjaro District. He taught at the seminary
in Kibosho for four years, before being assigned to the Spiritan Usa River seminary
in 1975. In 1979 he became assistant to the novice-master in Lusotho (Magamba).
Illness forced him to return to England two years later. Being close to seventy, he
stayed there, first still doing whatever ministry he could and then in retirement.
B.G. and E.P. passim and Archives

956

Fr. Michael DROHAN IRELAND KEN USA
* May 16, 1938 Ballynevin (D. of Waterford)
He made his vows on September 8, 1957 at Kilshane, earned a B. Sc. at Dublin
and went to Rome for his theology, earning a S.T.L. He became a priest on July
27, 1967 at Clonliffe. In later years he would also earn a Ph. D. in political science
from Bradford University (1983).
In 1968 we find him assigned to Kenya.
College and acted as chaplain there.

He lectured at Kenyatta University

In 1984 he went to the USA to join the staff of Duquesne University's Institute for
World Concerns on a temporary appointment. Thereafter, he taught at some other
schools. In 1988 he visited Brazil and what he saw and learned there about the
oppression of, and terrorism against the poor made a profound impression on him.
He left the Congregation in 1991.
Arch. CSSp USA
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His first assignment took him to the Kilimanjaro district. He worked there at first
evangelization among the Maasai in the Arusha diocese in Simanjiro.
He left the Congregation in 1980.
E.P. and B. G. passim. Arch. CSSp, Spain
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Fr. Josef MERK 54 GERMANY D CA TZA
* January 16, 1936 Blumberg-Epenhofen

+ March 29, 1990 Frankfurt a.M.

He entered the Congregation's juniorate at Donaueschingen in 1947 and, after
graduating from the local gymnasium nine years later, made his vows at Heimbach
on April 11, 1957. In the final year of his theology at Knechtsteden, he was
ordained there on May 31, 1962. He then studied education and psychology at
Munich and served as dean and as a teacher at Donaueschingen.
His dream of going to Africa was realized in 1967 when he was sent to the
Central African Republic. He worked there zealously till 1979, notably as pastor at
lppy in the Diocese of Bambari. Then illness caused his return to Germany.
By 1980, however, we find him back in Africa, this time in a less demanding
climate, in the diocese of Same, Tanzania. He labored there as pastor at Manolo
and in the area around that mission.
On February 27, 1990 he suffered serious head injuries and multiple broken
bones in a car accident. In the Moshi hospital, doctors managed to stabilize him
sufficiently for transportation to Frankfurt, so that he could undergo the operations
that might save his life. He died there, however, about three weeks later following
brain surgery.
He was tireless in bringing the Good News and felt thathe could not do enough to
help his people's development, but insisted that they do their share to help
themselves. He would do what they could not do for themselves, but he wanted
them to develop their own conscience is using their talents and resources for the
benefit of their community.
Nachrichten der Spiritaner, II, 1990, pp. 15 ff.
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Br. Eduard (antoon) KREEFTMEIJER NETHERLANDS
* November 30, 1934 Utrecht

NL TZA

. He entered theBrothers' novitiate at Baarle-Nassau in 1953, where he made his
vows on September 9, 1955, and continued working there for twelve years,
learning carpentry.
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In 1967 he was assigned to the Kilimanjaro District. He was stationed there first
at Same and then soon after at the Oldonyo-Sambo diocesan junior seminary,
practicing his trade and doing construction work.
He left the Congregation in 1970.
Arch. CSSp, Gernert
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Fr. Denis P. KENNEDY IRELAND NG KEN IRL
* June 30, 1936 Borrisleigh, Co. Tipperary
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane and made his vows there on
September 8, 1955. His senior studies were interrupted by one year of prefecting
at Rockwell in 1958. On July 8, 1962 he became a priest at Clonliffe. Meanwhile
hehad also earned a B. A. and a science diploma. Later he would add a Higher
Diploma in Education and some other diplomas to his education.
His first assignment took him to Onitsha, Nigeria in 1963. He engaged in parish
work and teaching there till the end of the Biafran War in 1970.
Returning to Ireland, he taught for three years at St. Michael's College, and then
went to Kenya. He taught there at Kilungu till 1976 and then for three years again
at the seminary of the Machakos diocese.
Returning to Irel and in 1979, he did one year of additional studies before
assuming a position in the Province's formation house. From 1983 on we find him
listed as a staff member of Blackrock.
Arch. CSSp, Dublin

